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The best leave trees will be the most vigorous (tallest, fullest crown, free of disease and 
damage) priority will be given to leaving the best trees over exact spacing. Average leave 
tree density after treatment will be 40-70 trees per acre. Cut material will be taken to a 
designated area where it will then be processed through a carbonizer to produce 
biochar. The Biochar will then be distrubuted back to the landscape using a compost 
spreader.

Reforestation: 
• Manual planting of conifer saplings will occur across 571 acres.

Timeline of Treatments: 
- The Project will begin in July 2025.
- Manual Piling of 571 acres will be completed by March 2030.
- Thinning of 571 acres and the production of biochar of those acres will be completed by

March 2023
- The Project will be completed by March 2030.

To be clear, Phase 3 work includes mechanical site preparation and manual labor (including 
hand crews, skidders, dozers, loaders, carbonizer, grapplers, rippers, tractors and hot saws). 
Through these efforts, long-term functioning reestablishment of landscape will be created and 
subsequently maintained through periodic maintenance. This phase will thin overstocked green 
forest stands and reduce a significant number of dead/down overstory trees as well as both 
ground and ladder fuels that were created through natural reproduction and the 2020 August 
Complex Fire. Where green healthy trees still exist, thinning guidelines have been developed to 
aid in the removal of excess trees in both the crown and understory. 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
The MNF will serve as NEPA lead utilizing a newly drafted forest wide NEPA document. The 
RCDTC will act as the Project CEQA lead and file a SB 901 waiver. Operations within the riparian 
areas will adhere to CA 14 CCR 936.5: Procedures for Determining Watercourse and Lake 
Protection Zones Widths and Protection Measures. All areas within Phase 3 must be treated, 
and if machines are not capable of treating the ground, hand work will be implemented. Per the 
guidelines listed in the NEPA document tribal monitoring will take place by the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki's. This including monitoring of known cultural resources as well as surveys within the 
project units prior to and during site preparations. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
Phase 3 shows that agency and public sectors can successfully co-contribute to fire adapted 
forestlands. The goal of Phase 3 is to reduce fuel loading and reestablish USFS forestlands. 
Reestablishing forestlands requires a comprehensive approach that incorporates ecological, 
social, and economic considerations. By focusing on soil health, native species restoration, 
sustainable land management, and adaptive practices, forest restoration can create resilient 
ecosystems that benefit both the environment and local communities for years to come. It’s 
important to view forest restoration not just as replanting trees but as a holistic process of 
ecosystem recovery.




