Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

County Clerk, County of: N/A

Project Title: Amend Sections 53.01, 149 and 149.1, and Repeal Sections 53.02 and 53.03, Title 14, California
Code of Regulations (CCR), Regarding Commercial Take of Market Squid

Project Applicant: N/A
Project Location: Ocean Waters, Statewide
Project Location - City: N/A Project Location - County: N/A

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The proposed regulation changes will
update current requirements for the commercial take of market squid.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Fish and Game Commission
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption: California Code of Regulations,Title 14, sections 15307 and 15308
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt: These exemptions are related to agency actions to protect natural resources
and the environment. The regulatory proposal will protect and conserve market squid resources. The
Commission’s adoption of regulations is an activity that is the proper subject of CEQA’s classes 7 and 8
categorical exemptions. See attachment.

Lead Agency: California Fish and Game Commission
Contact Person: Melissa Miller-Henson Telephone: (916) 653-4899

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a notice of exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? COYes [No

Signature:Wd/ 4 W“%MM/ Date: August 19, 2025  Title: Executive Director

L1 Signed by Lead Agency 0 Signed by Applicant.  Date Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code Revised 2011
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.



Attachment to Notice of Exemption for
Amending Sections 53.01, 149 and 149.1, and
Repealing Sections 53.02 and 53.03, Title 14, California Code of
Regulations, Regarding Commercial Take of Market Squid

At its August 13-14, 2025 meeting, the California Fish and Game Commission (Commission)
took final action under under the California Fish and Game Code and the Administrative
Procedure Act with respect to the above-named project. In taking its final action for the
purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; Public Resources Code Section
21000 et seq.), the Commission adopted amendments to sections 53.01, 149 and 149.1, and
repealed sections 53.02 and 53.03, of Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR)
(“Project”), relying on the categorical exemptions for “Actions by Regulatory Agencies for
Protection of Natural Resources and the Environment” contained in CEQA Guidelines sections
15307 and 15308 (class 7 and 8 categorical exemptions, CCR, Title 14, sections 15307 and
15308). Class 7 and 8 categorical exemptions apply to agency actions to protect natural
resources and the environment.

The market squid fishery is regularly the largest commercial fishery in California, in both
volume and ex-vessel value. Managed under the Commission’s authority since 2001, the
fishery operates within the framework of Market Squid Fishery Management Plan (Market
Squid FMP) adopted by the Commission in 2004. The Market Squid FMP defines harvest
control rules, a restricted access program, environmental protections, and fishery
administration

The adopted regulations amend and add definitions, extend the current weekend market squid
fishery closure, require the use of a purse seine rib line placed above the purse seine leadline,
clarify the requirements of the use of lights to aggregate squid, update the name of the Greater
Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, and update the method of notification of market squid
fishery closures. Additionally, the amendments remove the definition of the Market Squid FMP
and remove the incorporation by reference of the Market Squid FMP. The adopted regulations
repeal sections 53.02 and 53.03, which contain duplicative and general policy statements.

The changes to market squid regulations reflect California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(Department) recommendations and include changes that were discussed and agreed upon
during the multiyear Department Squid Fishery Advisory Committee process. The changes will
benefit squid reproduction and spawning success as well as reduce potential bycatch and
impacts to the sea floor, thereby benefiting the species and the overall marine ecosystem
through maintenance of marine biodiversity and ensuring the long term conservation and
sustainability of the market squid resource.

Due to these reasons, the project is an activity that is the proper subject of CEQA’s, class 7
and 8 categorical exemptions.

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code Revised 2011
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.



