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916-358-2900
www.wildlife.ca.gov

September 12, 2025

Kevin Williams

District Engineer

Calaveras County Water District
120 Toma Court

San Andreas, CA 95249
kevinw@ccwd.org

Subject:  West Point Drought Water Supply
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND)
SCH No. 2025080901

Dear Kevin Williams:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice
of Intent to Adopt an MND from the Calaveras County Water District for the West Point
Drought Water Supply (Project) pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
statute and guidelines.’

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish, wildlife, native plants, and
their habitat. Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own regulatory
authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).)
CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (Fish & G. Code, § 1802.) Similarly for purposes
of CEQA, CDFW provides, as available, biological expertise during public agency
environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

" CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines”
are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need to exercise regulatory
authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for example, the Project
may be subject to CDFW’s lake and streambed alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G.
Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as proposed
may result in “take” as defined by State law of any species protected under the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the project proponent
may seek related take authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Project site is located at the existing West Point Regulating Reservoir in Calaveras
County, approximately 1.1 miles northeast of the community of West Point.

The Project consists of modifications to the existing 35-foot high, 500-foot-long dam and
reservoir to increase water storage capacity to an off-stream reservoir to Bear Creek and
enhance system performance. The improvements include raising and enlarging the
earthen dam towards the upstream side of the existing dam and excavating within the
reservoir basin to increase capacity from 50 acre-feet (AF) to 150 AF.

The dam embankment will be raised 12 feet. The existing concrete spillway will be
redesigned and reconstructed with a reinforced concrete spillway measuring 3 feet deep
by 10 feet wide. The reservoir will be dewatered for construction.

Plans for expansion include the excavation of the bottom of the reservoir and expansion to
the northeast with the construction embankment toe. In addition, the outlet pipe, which
currently is located at the low point of the reservoir, is under consideration to be modified
with a floating screen to reduce debris influx and improve oxygen levels. The existing
bottom pipping will be retained and functional if for any reason the reservoir needs to be
drawn down to minimum elevations.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist Calaveras County
Water District in adequately identifying and, where appropriate, mitigating the Project’s
significant, or potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife
(biological) resources.

COMMENT 1: Installation of Fish Barriers in Bear Creek, Biological Resources
section, page 3-20

Issue: The MND states that the Project will install new barriers that will “not substantially
affect wildlife movement” for fisheries resources within Bear Creek. Fish and Game Code
Section 5948 prohibits anyone from creating an artificial barrier within a stream, with some
exceptions.



Docusign Envelope ID: E6BBCCOD-6CAF-421B-8E37-9C8BAFCB8917

West Point Drought Water Supply
September 12, 2025
Page 3 of 5

Recommendation: The MND does not give a clear description of what the new barriers
will be, nor how they will be constructed. CDFW strongly recommends all designs avoid
building barriers that impact fish and wildlife resources and comply with Fish and Game
Code Section 5948.

COMMENT 2: Project Design Analysis and Coordination

Issue: CDFW believes the MND does not sufficiently disclose or analyze potentially
significant impacts to some fish and wildlife resources. CDFW is also concerned the
proposed Project design to erect new barriers, box culvert, and retaining walls may not be
the least environmentally impactful alternative. Site specific information is needed to
ensure construction designs meet the flow capacity of a given system, protect fish passage
in fish bearing systems and ensure potential barriers are remediated.

Recommendation 1 — Design Coordination: Early coordination with the CDFW Habitat
Conservation Program and the CDFW Conservation Engineering Branch is recommended
to provide review and analysis of any proposed structures or Project elements with the
potential to impact fish and wildlife resources. CDFW Conservation Engineering Branch
should be provided engineered drawings and design specification planning sheets during
the initial design process, prior to design selection and re-initiating design consultation at
30% design, at minimum, and throughout the permitting process for review and comment.

Recommendation 2 - Design References: CDFW recommends incorporating the design
principles outlined in the California Salmonid Stream Habitat Restoration Manual, Part XII
(CDFW, 2009) and NOAA Fisheries Service Guidelines for Salmonid Passage at Stream
Crossings (NMFS, 2001) into the Project designs, including the box culvert. CDFW
strongly recommends the above manuals are included and referenced when designing the
structures and in water work aspect of the Project. Such designs allow natural stream flow
and sedimentation processes to continue for long term dynamic channel stability.

COMMENT 3: Project Description, Water Rights

Issue: The MND project description does not include information regarding existing Water
Rights the Calaveras County Water District holds to store water in the West Point
Regulating Reservoir.

Recommendation: Please provide the water right(s) and any other valid basis of water
right information associated with storage in the West Point Regulating Reservoir. The
project description should also provide a detailed narrative about diversion operations,
including pipe sizing, diversion volumes, range of diversion rates, streamflow, and bypass
flows. Lastly, please include any information describing how the low-level outlet is
operated, including tables showing how much water is released through the spillway and
dam throughout the year.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).)
Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities detected
during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB
field survey form can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/
CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The completed form can be submitted online or mailed
electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: CNDDB@uwildlife.ca.gov.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of
filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the
Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW.
Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative,
vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub.
Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21092 and § 21092.2, CDFW requests written
notification of proposed actions and pending decisions regarding the proposed project.
Written notifications shall be directed to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife North
Central Region, 1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 or emailed to
R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov.

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND for the West Point Drought
Water Supply to assist Calaveras County Water District in identifying and mitigating Project
impacts on biological resources. CDFW personnel are available for consultation regarding
biological resources and strategies to minimize and/or mitigate impacts. Questions
regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Will Kanz, Environmental
Scientist, at 916-880-8981 or Will. Kanz@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
DocuSigned by:
Marpon. kilgpwr
C3A86764C0AD4I£?.0
Morgan Kilgour
Regional Manager
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ecC:

Morgan Kilgour, Regional Manager
Morgan.Kilgour@wildlife.ca.gov

Jennifer Garcia, Environmental Program Manager
Jennifer.Garcia@uwildlife.ca.gov

Briana Seapy, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor)
Briana.Seapy@wildlife.ca.gov

Lauren Mulloy, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)(Acting Supervisor)
Lauren.Mulloy@wildlife.ca.gov

Will Kanz, Environmental Scientist
Will.Kanz@wildlife.ca.gov

Department of Fish and Wildlife

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento
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