
State Water Resources Control Board
Mr. Kevin Williams
Calaveras County Water District
120 Toma Court
San Andreas, CA 95249

Dear Mr. Williams:

INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (IS/MND) FOR CALAVERAS 
COUNTY WATER DISTRICT (DISTRICT); WEST POINT DROUGHT WATER SUPPLY 
(PROJECT); CALAVERAS COUNTY; STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 2025080901

We understand that the District is pursuing Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) financing for this Project. As a funding agency and a state agency with 
jurisdiction by law to preserve, enhance, and restore the quality of California’s water 
resources, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is providing 
the following water quality related comments on the IS/MND circulating for the Project.     
   
The State Water Board, Division of Financial Assistance, is responsible for 
administering the DWSRF Program (Program). The primary purpose for the Program is 
to implement the Safe Drinking Water Act and various state laws by providing financial 
assistance for drinking facilities improvements to provide clean potable drinking water, 
and thereby protect and promote health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the 
state.  

All applicants seeking financing must comply with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and provide appropriate documents to the State Water Board so that it can 
fulfill its CEQA responsibilities, see CEQA Requirements. In addition, because the 
Program is partially funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
additional federal environmental documentation (cross-cutters) may be required. For 
additional Program information, the complete environmental application package and 
instructions, please visit: 
Drinking_Water_State_Revolving_Fund_Forms_and_Instructions. 

Following are specific comments on the District’s draft IS/MND:

· The IS/MND identifies Waters of the State that the reservoir is 
hydrologically connected to, including an upper channel, a lower channel, 
and wetlands (PDF page 96). Please discuss:
o Besides the immediate changes determined from construction impacts, 

if the increase in reservoir size will cause changes to Waters of the 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/docs/dfa_ceqa_requirements_fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/services/funding/SRFForms.html
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State, on and/or offsite over a longer term, based on differences in 
water and sediment retention with the new reservoir verses the old 
reservoir.

o If water flow in and out of the reservoir will change during construction, 
and if so, if the flow will need to be temporarily rerouted.

o The plans to protect Waters of the State, water quality, and beneficial 
uses, based on the impacts determined above

· The Project will increase the reservoir storage capacity by 100-acre feet. 
o Please discuss the plans and associated environmental impacts of 

obtaining the additional water.
o Along with these plans and impacts, be sure to address:

§ Based on the District’s projected growth, when will this extra 
water be acquired? 

§ Are permits currently held for the extra water or will they need to 
be obtained?

§ Are pumping and/or diversion plans, including timing and 
location, known? Or will subsequent tiered documents be 
needed to address impacts, prior to use?

· The Project plans to excavate within the reservoir basin. Please discuss if the 
sediment hauled offsite will be tested for hazardous materials (E.g. 
accumulation of legacy contaminants such as mercury, lead, asbestos, etc.).

· There appears to be discrepancies within the IS/MND. Please clarify the 
information, as applicable.

o Under Hazardous Materials, four West Point underground storage 
tanks sites were identified as being closed and one was identified as 
being open (PDF page 69). But the IS/MND later only discusses one 
site and then mentions “both” sites being closed (PDF pages 69 and 
70). 

o The IS/MND mentions recycling of backwash water that would make 
more potable water available for residents and businesses (PDF page 
81). However, no mention of backwash water or Project components 
that would produce backwash water was included in the Project 
description.

o In the Environmental Setting descriptions (PDF pages 83 and 84), the 
Jeff Davis Reservoir and location are discussed, but the Project being 
proposed is the West Point Reservoir, which is at a different location.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the District’s draft IS/MND. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at (916) 449-5285, or by email at
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov or contact Mrs. Bridget Binning at (916) 449-5641, or 
by email at Bridget.Binning@waterboards.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

mailto:Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Bridget.Binning@waterboards.ca.gov
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Lori Schmitz
Environmental Scientist
Division of Financial Assistance
Special Project Review Unit
1001 I Street, 16th floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

cc: State Clearinghouse

Bridget Binning, Division of Financial Assistance
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