E CITY OF SANTA MARIA
NOTICE OF PREPARATION

DATE August 13, 2025

TO: Governor’s Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse, Responsible
Agencies, Trustee Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report

Lead Agency: Consultant (if applicable):

Agency Name: City of Santa Maria, Planning Firm Name: Rincon Consultants
Division, Community
Development Department

Street Address: 110 S Pine St, Suite 101 Street Address: 1530 Monterey Street, Suite D
City/State/Zip: Santa Maria, CA 93454 City/State/Zip: San Luis Obispo, California
93401
Contact: Cody Graybehl, Senior Contact: Eric VonBerg, Supervising
Planner, Planner,
cgraybehl@cityofsantamaria. evonberg@rinconconsultants.c
org or (805) 925-0951 x 2552 om

The City of Santa Maria will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an environmental impact report
(EIR) for the project identified below. We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and
content of the environmental information which is germane to your agency’s statutory requirements in
connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our agency
when considering your permit or other approval for the project.

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects are contained in the attached
materials. A copy of the initial study (__X_is ___is not) attached. Please see the link on page two for
the initial study.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date
but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.

Please send your response to ___Cody Graybehl at the email or address shown above. We will
need a contact person in your agency.

Project Title: City of Santa Maria Package Delivery Warehouse Planned Development Permit,
Project No. PD2024-0003

Project Location: 1680 West Stowell Road in the city of Santa Maria in Santa Barabra County
(Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 117-820-012 and 117-820-013)

Project Description: Attached. Please see page two.

Date: August 13, 2025 Signature: C‘”?%"d[/ﬂ}%/



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Location

The Package Delivery Warehouse Planned Development Permit Project (project) would be
located at 1680 West Stowell Road in the city of Santa Maria (City) in Santa Barabra County.
The property is located in the western portion of the city within the West Stowell Specific Plan
area. The project is in zone district PD/CM-AG (Planned Development/Commercial
Manufacturing - Agriculture Overlay) of the Specific Plan. The project would be built on a 32-
acre site consisting of two parcels (Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 117-820-012 and 117-820-
013) currently used for growing row crops. As shown in Project Location Map, the project site
is vacant. The project site is bordered on the north by West Stowell Road. The land north of
West Stowell Road is in unincorporated Santa Barbara County. There is an operating freight
rail track abutting the south boundary of the site owned by Santa Maria Valley Railroad. The
facility would not be using the rail tracks for the project. Neighboring land uses include
agricultural, industrial, and commercial uses, including a Driscoll’'s packaging facility, an
animal shelter, trucking facility, and various farms.

Previous Environmental Review

The City of Santa Maria is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). After preparing an Initial Study, the City has determined that the project may have
potentially significant effects related to Transportation. An Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
will be prepared to evaluate these potential effects.

Project Description

The proposed Package Delivery Warehouse project, led by Seefried Industrial Properties,
Inc., is planned for a 32-acre site at 1680 West Stowell Road in Santa Maria, California.
Currently used for agriculture, the site would be developed with a 244,418-square-foot
distribution facility featuring a main warehouse, office space, fleet service center, and various
support structures. The project requires a Planned Development Permit, including a
modification to exceed the 35-foot building height limit to 45 feet. The facility would operate
24/7, supporting last-mile delivery operations with up to 345 delivery vans and 34 line-haul
trucks daily. It would include sustainable features such as solar panels, EV charging stations,
and a battery energy storage system, while also addressing stormwater management and re-
abandonment of an old oil well on-site.

Site improvements include drought-tolerant landscaping, advanced irrigation systems, and
lighting for safety. Access would be provided via three driveways, with parking for nearly
1,000 vehicles, including delivery vans and semi-trucks. The project also includes utility
upgrades, such as replacing an undersized sewer main, and off-site improvements like new
travel lanes, sidewalks, and street lighting to support increased traffic and ensure safe
circulation. Construction is planned for approximately March 2026 to July 2027 and would
involve phased development.

The draft of the Initial Study for the project is available for review on the City’s website:
https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/services/departments/community-development/planning-
division/planning-policies-and-requlations/environmental-impact-reports.




City of Santa Maria Package Delivery Warehouse Planned Development Permit
Project No. PD2024-0003

ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMARY

The Environmental Officer has determined that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is
required for the proposed project in accordance with Section 15081 of the CEQA Guidelines.
The basis for the determination is that there is a potentially significant impact related to
transportation, specifically vehicle miles travelled (VMT).

An initial study was prepared for the proposed project (on file at the Community Development
Department). Based on the initial study, several impact categories were determined not to
require further review in the EIR. These categories are Aesthetics, Agriculture and Forestry
Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology and
Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water
Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise, Population and Housing, Public
Services, Recreation, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems, and Wildfire.
The following is a brief description of the impact to be reviewed in the EIR.

The EIR is a project-specific document that will analyze the potentially significant
environmental impacts on transportation systems from development and operation of the
project, specifically potential conflicts with program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing VMT
and conflicts with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b) regarding VMT. The EIR will evaluate
whether feasible mitigation measures exist that may lessen or avoid identified significant VMT
impacts and identify and evaluate feasible alternatives to the project to avoid or lessen this
significant impact.
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