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Dear Robert Schaaf, 

 

 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 

environmental review process for the above-referenced project. The Canoga Park 

Orphan Well Project by the California Department of Conservation Geologic Energy 

Management Division (CalGEM) State Abandonment Program involves the State of 

California’s plugging and abandoning (P&A) of six (6) orphan wells in the inactive 

CalGEM-designated Canoga Park Oil Field (private land, no longer an active oil field), 

within unincorporated Los Angeles County. A portion of the Project site (where access 

road improvements would occur) is located within the City of Los Angeles. P&A refers to 

the permanent closure and sealing of a well by placing cement and other approved 

materials in the former well. The Project will result in the permanent sealing of the six 

orphan wells in the Canoga Park Oil Field and removal of associated facilities. The 

permanent sealing rig and all associated equipment would be staged on the well pad 

or on the lease roads. A 0.25- to 0.5-acre area is needed to contain all P&A equipment 

within a pad; based on the overlapping buffer distances, approximately one acre of 

disturbance is required. Each well would take approximately one week to P&A. 
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The nearest State facility is U.S. Route 101. After reviewing the Notice of Preparation 

(NOP), Caltrans has the following comments: 

 

Caltrans recommends limiting large truck travel and construction traffic to off-peak 

commute hours. A permit for any heavy construction equipment and or materials that 

require the use of oversized transport vehicles on State highways. If construction traffic 

is expected to cause issues on any State facilities, please submit a construction traffic 

control plan detailing potential impacts for Caltrans review. 

 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Nestor Lemus, the project 

coordinator, at Nestor.Lemus@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS # 07-LA-2025-04881. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

MIYA EDMONSON 

LDR/CEQA Branch Chief 

 

cc: State Clearinghouse 
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