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Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  

County Clerk 

Counties of Contra Costa and Marin 

From: Caltrans District 4 Office of Maintenance Environmental 

111 Grand Ave 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Project Title: I-580 Richmond/San Rafael Bridge Electrical Repairs DO (EA 3X150) 

Project Applicant: Caltrans 

Project Location - Specific: The project is located on the Richmond San Rafael Bridge 

on I-580 from post mile (PM) 6.00 to 7.786 in Contra Costa County and PM 0.00 to 2.70 

in Marin County. 

Project Location - City: Richmond and San Rafael  

Project Location - County: Contra Costa and Marin 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

Caltrans proposes to repair damaged and stolen electrical systems and power cables 

on the Richmond San Rafael Bridge on I-580 from PM 6.00 to 7.78 in Contra Costa 

County and PM 0.00 to 2.70 in Marin County. There has been about 1500 feet of wire 

stolen on the west side of the bridge from Piers 1 through 30 along the 

bicycle/pedestrian path. New aluminum wire will be installed, and wire theft prevention 

measures will be implemented. At piers 48 and 34, the conduit and wiring for the 

navigation and foghorn systems has corroded and will be replaced. Dedicated breakers 

will be installed for each system at pier 34 to ensure proper operation and compliance 

with safety standards (currently the wires are incorrectly landed on the same breaker). 

The work on the piers will be conducted from a boat and won’t require any climbing. The 

work at the piers will be completed in about a week. No in-water or under-water work is 

proposed at the piers. There are also several places along the bridge where the 

communication wiring has been cut or missing, so the wiring will be replaced or 

reconnected where needed. There have also been several acts of vandalism on the 

east end of the bridge that will need to be repaired. New power cable from the splice 

point to the termination box, new conduit to the house power cabling, new mounting 

strut to support the conduit, and vandal-resistance pull-boxes will be installed. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Caltrans 
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Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Caltrans 

Exempt Status (check one): 

☐  Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

☐  Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

☐  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

☒  Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: PRC 21084; 14 CCR 

15301 Class 1(c) 

☐  Statutory Exemptions. State code number:       

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Class 1(c) Existing Facilities. The project is not anticipated to result in any 

environmental impacts. The project contains a number of standardized project 

measures which are employed on most, if not all, Caltrans projects and were not 

developed in response to any specific environmental impacts resulting from the project. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Juliane Smith Phone number: (510) 926-0426 

If filed by applicant: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

Signature: __________________ Date:        

Title: Senior Environmental Scientist (NEPA/CEQA Specialist) 

☒ Signed by Lead Agency  ☒ Signed by Applicant 

Date Received for filing at OPR:       

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 

Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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