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4.20 WILDFIRE 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified 
as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: 
a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 

□ emergency evacuation plan? 
b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate 

wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to 
□ pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 

spread of a wildfire? 
c. Require the installation or maintenance of associated 

infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate □ 
fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts 
to the environment? 

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result □ 
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 
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Less Than 
Significant with Less Than 

Mitigation Significant No 
Incorporated Impact Impact 

□ □ ~ 

□ □ ~ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

Proposed project construction and operation would not result in impacts related to wildfire. No 
analysis is required. Refer to Section 3.0, Environmental Factors Potentially Affected, including 
Section 3.1, Determination, for a more detailed discussion of the proposed project and wildfire. 
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Does the project substantially 
wildlife population to 

drop below self-
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?
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4.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

a. Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce 
the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or prehistory? 

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects.) 

c. Does the project have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

4.21.1 Impact Analysis 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

□ 

□ 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

□ 

LSA 

No 
Impact 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a. have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 

sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 

Less than Significant Impact. As discussed in Section 3.0 under Biological Resources, the project site 
does not contain suitable habitat for special-status species or federally protected wetlands, and it is 
not within an adopted HCP or NCCP. Although the proposed project would not require any 
vegetation/tree removal or tree trimming, ornamental trees located along the project site's west 
perimeter could provide suitable nesting habitat for nesting birds. To comply with the MBTA and 
California Fish and Game Code and avoid impacts to nesting birds from implementation of the 
proposed project, if construction commences during the nesting bird season (February 1 through 
August 31) a pre-construction nesting bird survey would be required prior to construction, as 
detailed in RCM BIO-1. 

As discussed in Section 4.5, the proposed project is not expected to result in any significant impacts 
to any examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. No historic cultural or 
archaeological resources as defined by CEQA were identified in the Historical Significance Evaluation 
(Appendix B) prepared for the proposed project. The project site has been previously disturbed by 
development of the existing water tanks, pumphouses, and infrastructure. The proposed project 
would require ground disturbance to replace the two existing tank foundations within the project 
site. The maximum depth of excavation during construction would be 2.5 feet . Because the 
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and the effects of probable future projects)?

State CEQA Guidelines

State CEQA Guidelines

Does the project
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proposed depth of excavation would not exceed the depth of excavation required for the previous 
development of the project site, and because the excavation would take place in existing fill and not 
native soils, the proposed project is not anticipated to result in impacts to unknown archaeological 
or paleontological resources or human remains. 

With implementation of RCM BIO-1, the potential for the proposed project to degrade the quality of 
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of rare or endangered plants or animals, or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory would be less than 
significant, and no mitigation is required . 

b. have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
{"Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, 

Less than Significant Impact. Section 15065{a)(3) of the states that a project's 
cumulative impacts are the possible environmental effects that may be cumulatively considerable 
when considered with other reasonably foreseeable projects. Cumulatively considerable impacts 
occur when the incremental effects of a particular project or program are significant when viewed in 
connection with the effects of other past, current, or reasonably foreseeable future projects. Section 
15355 of the defines a cumulative impact as an impact that is created as a 
result of the combination of the project evaluated in the CEQA document together with other 
projects causing related impacts. The proposed project is located in a developed urban area, within 
a portion of the Metropolitan State Hospital campus. At this time, no other reasonably foreseeable 
projects have been identified for the Metropolitan State Hospital campus or within the immediate 
surroundings. While various projects within Norwalk have the potential to be under construction 
concurrent with the proposed project, concurrent projects within the city would be subject to 
regulations similar to those outlined in this document and would incorporate mitigation measures, 
as necessary, that would reduce impacts of the project. As shown in the discussion above, 
environmental impacts associated with the proposed project can be reduced to less than significant 
levels with the implementation of RCMs and/or project-specific MMs. All project-related impacts are 
localized and confined to the immediate project area. Given that the potential project-related 
impacts are less than significant and limited to the project site, implementation of the proposed 
project would not result in impacts that are cumulatively considerable when evaluated with the 
impacts of other current projects, or the effects of probable future projects. Therefore, cumulative 
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

c. have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Based on the analysis provided 
throughout this IS/MND, with incorporation of RCMs and MMs, the proposed project would not 
result in any environmental effects that would cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
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either directly or indirectly. Potential impacts on human beings would be less than significant with 
mitigation incorporated. 
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5.0 LIST OF PREPARERS 

5.1 IS/MND PREPARERS 

5.1.1 LSA 

The following individuals were involved in the preparation of this Draft IS/MND: 

• Pam Reading, Principal Environmental Planner 

• Laurel Huntzinger, Associate, Project Manager 

• Olivia Gastaldo, Environmental Planner 

• Casey Tibbet, Associate, Architectural Historian 

• J.T. Stephens, Principal, Noise and Vibration Group 

• Moe Abushanab, Mechanical Noise Engineer 

• Dean Arizabal, Principal, Transportation Group 

• Jessica Coria, Director, Air Quality Group 

• Amber Hazelrigg, Air Quality Specialist 

• Bianca Martinez, Air Quality Specialist 

• Jessica Quigley, GIS Specialist 

• Jason Thomas, Graphics Technician 

5.2 TECHNICAL REPORT PREPARERS 

The following were involved in the preparation of the technical reports in support of this IS/MND. 
The nature of their involvement is summarized below. 

5.2.1 LSA Associates, Inc. 

The following individual was involved in the preparation of the Historical Significance Evaluation 
(December 2024): 

• Casey Tibbet, Associate, Architectural Historian 

5.2.2 Ninyo & Moore 

The following individuals were involved in the preparation of the Hazardous Building Material 
Survey (October 2024): 

• David Pacheco, CSST, LRC, Senior Staff Environmental Scientist 

• David M. Kelly, CAC, CRIE, LRC, Senior Project Environmental Scientist 

• Stephen J. Waide, CIH, CSP, CIEC, CMC, Principal Environmental Scientist 
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