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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): City of Mission Viejo
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 200 Civic Center
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 — —
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
County Clerk
County of: Orange (Address)

24031 El Toro Rd

Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Project Title: Mission Viejo Non-Native Vegetation Removal Project

Project Applicant: City of Mission Viejo

Project Location - Specific:

Three drainage segments located within the City of Mission Viejo

Project Location - City: ~_Mission Viejo Project Location - County: _Orange
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The City of Mission Viejo (City) proposes to remove non-native/invasive species at three drainage
areas, two segments of Oso Creek north of Marguerite Parkway and one segment of an unnamed
drainage adjacent to Spendlove Park (Project) to protect native plant and wildlife habitat.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Mission Viejo
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Mission Viejo

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Class 1 (Section 15301) and Class 4 (Section 15304)

Reasons why project is exempt:

The non-native/invasive vegetation removal activities do not result in the taking of endangered, rare, or threatened plant or animal species and includes the maintenance of stream
channels by clearing debris to protect fish and wildlife resources. Furthermore, removing the non-native vegetation would protect native plants and animals from habitat competition and
native loss. By removing non-native vegetation, this would allow native plants to establish in open areas, potentially increasing native species diversity and improving the habitat for fish
and wildlife resources. In addition, the non-native/invasive vegetation removal activities would not result in erosion or sediment of surface waters. No sensitive or listed habitat would be
impacted with the implementation of the Project and all work would take place outside of typical breeding bird season (January 1 through September 15). The Project would not increase
traffic generation. The Project would not cause significant Air Quality impacts or Greenhouse Gas impacts. The proposed parcels are located in open space areas that are overgrown
with non-native species. The proposed Project would not create new impervious surface that requires water quality treatment or stormwater detention.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: _Larry Longnecker Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _949-470-3053

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: W&W Date: 7/30/2025 Title:  Director of Community Dev. Dept.
Vi 174

« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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