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Table 6. Conservation Objectives and Focal Species of MSHCP Proposed Core Areas and Core Extensions
within the Planning Area.

Representative
General Location Key Habitat Focal / Covered
Feature | Context Primary Conservation Objectives Types Species
» Expand core habitat representation in under- I
Proposed E:r;tr?::s]tgp: conserved portions of the MSHCP area Chaparral, g::tita?tlcﬁzlrlf%rgrl\a
C . + Consolidate fragmented uplands; improve grassland, coastal . ’
ore 1 portions of the link fhici betw i q b Diego horned
Planning Area inkage efficiency between existing cores an sage scru lizard. bobcat
regional corridors !
Northwest » Strengthen connectivity between existing -
E)r((t)gr?:ii?l Planning Area, core lands anq riparian systems . Riparian corridors, I\;,:?;r?,e" 1l
of Existing near Temescal » Buffer and reinforce movement corridors coastal sage spadefoot, aroyo
Core 2 Wash and * Reduce edge effects from urban scrub, grassland Toadl '
adjacent uplands  encroachment
Proposed ?gﬁ:‘:gtz?: . thance_ functional connec_:tivity bet_ween Southwestern
Extension  Planning Area basin habitats apd surrounding foo.thllls Qragsland, scrub, poqd tur_tle,
of Existing linking Lake ’ » Support elevational and hydrologic riparian/wetland California red-
Core 3 Elsinore basin to gradients; improve dispersal opportunities for  transitions legged frog, mule
adjacent uplands aquatic-associated and upland species deer
3.5.3 Proposed Linkages and Constrained Linkages

The Planning Area is intersected by multiple Proposed and Constrained Linkages that collectively maintain
regional habitat connectivity across an otherwise fragmented urban and infrastructure-dominated landscape
(Figure 4, Table 7). These linkages connect Existing Core E, which encompasses Lake Elsinore, with
Existing Core B, Proposed Core 1, and associated Core Extensions, facilitating wildlife movement between
the Elsinore Mountains, Sedco Hills, and inland valley habitats. Proposed Linkage 7 provides an important
eastward connection between Proposed Core 1 and biologically significant open-space areas in the Perris
and Menifee region, supporting large-scale wildlife dispersal and landscape-level connectivity. Proposed
Linkage 8 extends this framework southward and eastward by linking Existing Core E and adjacent core
extensions with Canyon Lake and the San Jacinto River corridor, which function as regionally important
riparian and movement pathways. Constrained Linkages identify locations where existing development,
transportation infrastructure, or topography have reduced corridor width and permeability, increasing
sensitivity to incremental disturbance. Under the MSHCP, these linkage areas are considered essential for
supporting wildlife movement, dispersal, and recolonization, particularly for covered medium- and large-
bodied mammals such as mountain lion, mule deer, bobcat, and coyote, as well as riparian- and upland-
associated birds and reptiles (MSHCP Vol. |, §2.3 and 6.1.5). Consequently, projects located within or
adjacent to these linkage areas are subject to focused evaluation during planning and CEQA review to ensure
that functional connectivity within and beyond the Lake Elsinore Planning Area is maintained and not
substantially impaired.
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Table 7. Conservation Objectives of MSHCP Proposed Wildlife Linkages and Constrained Linkages within
and adjacent to the Planning Area.

General Location /

Feature Context Primary Conservation Objectives Relevance to Planning Area
. Maintain west—east and north-south Anchors Lake Elsinore’s western
\I!’\Ilaez:ﬁ;n %gfncg];;h;ﬁn regional wildlife movement between edge connectivity, ensuring
Existin gCore B in the 9 large Core Areas; support dispersal continued functional movement
Proposed Cleveléqn d National Forest and genetic exchange for wide- between the Cleveland National
Linkg e foothills to Pronosed Core ranging mammals and upland Forest and interior planning areas;
g 180 5 d'acentp species. Representative focal species it constrains urban edge expansion
conserv :;tion lands west of include mountain lion, mule deer, and informs project siting and
Lake Elsinore bobcat, coyote, and associated grading design along the City’s
) upland birds and reptiles. western SOI.
Preserve connectivity across .
Central-north Lake fragmented landscapes, emphasizing D:(r::ttrl,y ?;::Sf::r:gizgei‘gge
Elsinore area, extending linkage width, habitat permeability, gl avs aFI)( ey role in CEQA impact
p between Proposed Core 1 and avoidance of complete pinch- plays a key roe ; P
roposed ; . C . analysis, requiring avoidance,
. and upland habitats north  points. Focal species include medium . )
Linkage 2 . ; reduced footprint design, and/or
of the City, crossing and large mammals, as well as e g
i mitigation to maintain linkage
developed and semi- grassland and coastal sage scrub Co ;
i o functionality within the Planning
developed landscapes. species requiring landscape-scale Areq
movement. '
. Provide regional-scale connectivity Represents a critical east-side
g; ﬁﬁ?fsf:zapcﬁ:ﬁﬂ of the between inland valleys cores, connection for Lake Elsinore,
Brong sgd Co ré 1 witg supporting long-distance dispersal ensuring the City does not become
Proposed e iz el Hoen Soacs routes and climate-driven range shifts.  a barrier between inland valley
Linkage 7 (Cgan it Lgke) z)war d Focal species include mountain lion, cores; informs transportation
Perriz and Menifas. [ardel mule deer, and other large mammals,  planning, undercrossing
east of 15 HAI%EY o well as raptors using open opportunities, and large-scale land
) landscapes. use decisions.
Maintain connectivity around Lake
Elogtheastern Lake Elsinore and the San Jacinto River .
sinore area near corridor, supporting riparian- Relevant to projects near Lake
Wildomar, connecting o 9 Elsinore shoreline, Railroad
o associated movement and upland- : .
Proposed Existing Core E and finerir fienss. Foss spesies Canyon, and the San Jacinto River,
Linkage 8 Proposed Extensions of inF::Iu deri arign r.nammalsp requiring careful integration of flood
Existing Core 3 with amphibiaﬁs reptiles, and iarge control, infrastructure, and habitat
:‘r?ebg?tt; south and east of mammals using valley bottoms as movement objectives.
' movement corridors.
Northwestern edge of the Maintain minimum viable linkage Signals a high-sensitivity constraint
Planning Area, situated functionality in constrained settings by ~ area where future development
Proposed between Existing Core B preserving remaining habitat width, must be carefully designed; often
Constrained and Proposed Core 1, reducing barriers, and enhancing triggers focused biological analysis
Linkage 5 narrowed by existing crossing opportunities. Focal species  and avoidance or restoration-based
development and include bobcat, coyote, mule deer, mitigation within Lake Elsinore
infrastructure. and other adaptable mammals. projects.
Northem—central Lake Prevent complete severance of Highlights areas where Lake
i ——— movement corridors in developed Elsinore’s growth could irreversibly
Proposed by urban devélo et landscapes; prioritize permeability and  sever regional connectivity if not
Constrained rgla dwins wnd tg o ra; h functional movement rather than managed; directly informs General
Linkage 6 v, pography pristine habitat conditions. Focal Plan policies, roadway

between Proposed and
Existing Core areas.

species emphasize generalist and
wide-ranging mammals.

improvements, and CEQA
mitigation strategies.
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https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=83843



https://data.ca.gov/dataset/vegetation-western-riverside-county-update-2012-ds1196
https://apps.wildlife.ca.gov/bios6/Default.aspx?bookmark=114
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=150835&inline
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/metadata/ds2867.html
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/BIOS
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/BIOS
https://www.calflora.org/entry/observ.html
http://www.rareplants.cnps.org/
https://www.lake-elsinore.org/467/General-Plan---Certified-EIR
https://ebird.org/hotspots
http://www.wrc-rca.org/about-rca/multiple-species-habitat-conservation-plan/
https://www.ecoatlas.org/regions/adminregion/wrp



https://gis.lsa.net/gis/rest/services/BioDataViewer/Riverside_MSHCP_Wildlife_Corridor_Cores_and_Linkages/MapServer
https://gis.lsa.net/gis/rest/services/BioDataViewer/Riverside_MSHCP_Wildlife_Corridor_Cores_and_Linkages/MapServer
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/



https://www.monarchmilkweedmapper.org/app/#/combined/map
https://wrcrca.org/
https://wrcrca.org/
https://wrcrca.org/
https://www.wrc-rca.org/document-library/annual-reports/
https://www.wrc-rca.org/document-library/annual-reports/
https://www.wrc-rca.org/document-library/annual-reports/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2b9d4520bd5f4d35add35fb58808c1b7
https://www.bumblebeewatch.org/
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