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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): CA Dept. Water Resources

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 2440 Main Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Countv Clerk Red Bluff, CA 96080
ounty Cler|
County of: (Address)
Project Title: Stream Gage Installation on Elk River, Jalama Creek, Salinas River, South Fork Trinity River, and White River

Project Applicant: California Department of Water Resources (DWR)

Project Location - Specific:

Humboldt (40.702089, -124.15505), Santa Barbara (34.513726, -120.484779), San Luis Obispo (35.408584, -120.567164), Trinity (40.375681, -123.32863), Tulare (35.814619, -118.928322)

Project Location - City: ~_S€€ lat/longs above Project Location - County: ° counties (see above)

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

DWR proposes to install stream gages on one private, one pedestrian, two State, and one county bridge. USGS will install the gages and DWR will
operate and maintain them. The equipment, which consists of a stage sensor, antenna, solar panel, battery, cables, wire-weight reference gage, and
NEMA box, would be mounted to bridge by bracing onto the existing guard rail or bolting it to the bridge deck. A water temperature sensor would be
placed streamside near the underside of the bridge and connected to the mounted equipment via cable enclosed in steel conduit.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Water Resources
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: United States Geological Survey (USGS)

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

15304, 15306

Reasons why project is exempt:

Project involves the installation of stream gage equipment to existing bridge structures for the purpose of scientific data
collection and would result in temporary, minor increases in noise and vibration levels. At Salinas River, minimal excavation
would occur in association with the placement of a small concrete pad (3 ft x 3 ft) for the off-bridge pole-mounted equipment
shelter. A small amount of excavation may also be required for shallow burial of electrical conduit for the water temperature
sensor between the river and the equipment shelter. The effects on the environment would be negligible.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Amy Lyons Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 530-949-9209

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? = Yes No
Signature: KV/’%% A%ﬁ}% Date: 07/29/2025 Title:  Senior Environmental Scientist
4 4

« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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