
Notice of Exemption 

TO:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

FROM: Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 170 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
Angela Nguyen-Tan, (916) 837-3717 
Angela.Nguyen-Tan@cvflood.ca.gov 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2025071026 

Project Title: Permit No. 20115 - Continue Use of DSID 19896 Drainage Pipe 

Project Applicant: Modesto Properties Company; Mike Bowhay, Project Contact; PO Box 3324, Modesto, CA 
95353; mikebowhay@gmail.com; (831) 236-8485 

Person Carrying Out Project: Modesto Properties Company; Mike Bowhay, Project Contact; PO Box 3324, 
Modesto, CA 95353; mikebowhay@gmail.com; (831) 236-8485 

Project Location: The project is located at APN: 049-190-004-000, Levee Mile 0.85, on right bank levee of Bear 
Creek, at 37.262981°N 120.761703°W, Bear Creek, Lower San Joaquin Levee District (LSJLD), Merced County. 

Project Description: Extension of Permit 19947 EO (issued July 17, 2025) to continue discharging water from 
Modesto Properties into Bear Creek for the benefit of the San Luis National Wildlife Refuge. This permit is for the 
continued use of the existing drainpipe DSID 19896 until October 1, 2027, with no construction or modifications. 
This drainage pipe is part of the State Plan of Flood Control, shown in the Lower San Joaquin River Flood Control 
Project As-Constructed Drawings No. 63-25. 

Public Agency Approving Project: Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) 

Exempt Status: 
☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

☐ Common Sense Exemption (CEQA Sec. 15061(b)(3)) 
☒ Categorical Exemption: Sec. 15301 
☐ Statutory Exemption: _______________________________ 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
The Board has determined that the project activities within the Board's authority are exempt from CEQA pursuant 
to the Class 1 (Existing Facilities) categorical exemption (California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15301). 
The project qualifies for this exemption because it is limited to the continued use of an existing drainpipe and 
involves negligible or no expansion of existing use. The Board finds that none of the exceptions to the categorical 
exemptions set forth in California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15300.2 apply. 

 
Signature Chris Lief, Executive Officer Date 

☒ Signed by Public Agency ☐ Signed by Responsible Agency 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Docusign Envelope ID: 350EB44C-4B9A-8441-80D9-51D216E248B4

9/11/2026
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