	Notice of Exemption	





	To:

	Office of Planning and Research
PO Box 3044, Room 113
1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
	From:
	Responsible Agency:
California Energy Commission
Fuels and Transportation Division
715 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814


	Project Title:
	Agua Caliente EV Charger Initiative 

	Project Applicant:
	Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 

	Project Location - Specific:
	Multiple 

	Project Location - City:
	Palm Spring, Cathedral City, and Rancho Mirage

	Project Location - County:
	Riverside 



	Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

	This project will install five Level 2 EV charger ports and 32 EV direct current fast charger ports across three locations owned by the Agua Caliente tribe in Ca to support tribal sustainability goals, grow EV adoption among tribal members, and increase overall availability of EV chargers in the region.

	
Name of Public Agency Approving Project:
	California Energy Commission

	Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:
	Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 



	Exempt Status: (check one)

	☐	Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
	

	☐	Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
	

	☐	Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
	

	☒	Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 
	14 CCR 15061 (b) (3) 

	☐	Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 
	 

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed project does not provide for any physical changes outside of tribal lands, it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the off-reservation environment. Based on all these factors, the proposed project meets the CEQA “common sense” exemption.   
The project will not impact an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies; does not involve any cumulative impacts of successive projects of the same type in the same place that might be considered significant; does not involve unusual circumstances that might have a significant effect on the environment; will not result in damage to scenic resources within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway; the project site is not included on any list compiled pursuant to Government Code section 65962.5; and the project will not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.  Therefore, none of the exceptions to categorical exemptions listed in CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2 apply to this project and this project will not have a significant effect on the environment.  
 


	

	
Responsible Agency
Contact Person:
	Mitchell Prevost 
	Area Code/Telephone/Extension:
	 (707) 365-3888

	If filed by applicant:

	
	1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

	
	2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?
	☐ Yes
	☒ No

	Signature:
	 Mitchell Prevost 
	Date:
	7/17/2025 
	Title:
	Energy Commission Specialist III 

	
	☒  Signed by Responsible Agency
	☐  Signed By Applicant

	Date Received for filing at OPR:
	 




Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code					      Revised 2011

