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2.  Kern County Environmental Checklist Form

2.1 Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, the County intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
to evaluate potential environmental effects of the project and to propose mitigation measures to reduce any
significant effects identified.

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a “potentially significant impact™ as indicated by the Kern County Environmental
Checklist. As such, the analysis contained within the EIR will focus on these issue areas.

Aesthetics Agricultural and Forestry Resources Air Quality

Biological Resources Cultural Resources Energy

Geology and Soils Greenhouse Gas Emissions Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hydrology and Water Quality Land Use and Planning Mineral Resources

Noise 0 Population and Housing Public Services

O Recreation Transportation and Traffic Tribal Cultural Resources

Utilities/Service Systems Wildfire Mandatory Findings of
Significance

Other Environmental Issues

Kern County conducted a preliminary review of the proposed Project and has determined it is not likely to
result in significant environmental effects to the following resources. Therefore, further analysis is not
warranted in the EIR.

e Population / Housing: The proposed project will not induce substantial unplanned population
growth through the construction of new homes, roads, or other infrastructure nor displace housing
units or people.

Although the proposed project would provide new employment consistent with the adopted Kern County
General Plan goals, plan, and policies, long-term employment opportunities would be minimal. The
proposed project would require an operational/maintenance staff of up to six full-time employees.

It is estimated that up to 660 full-time employees per day would be required during peak construction
periods for the proposed project. The entire construction process is anticipated to take 34 months. Therefore,
the majority of project-generated jobs would be from the local and regional area and would occur on a
temporary and short-term basis. Construction workers are expected to travel to the project site from various
local communities and locations throughout Southern California, and few, if any workers expected to
relocate to the surrounding area because of these temporary jobs. If temporary housing should be necessary,
it is expected that accommodations (i.e., extended stay hotels, apartments, recreational vehicle parks, homes
for rent or sale) would be available in the nearby communities of California City, Mojave, and Rosamond.
Therefore, the proposed project is not anticipated to directly or indirectly induce the development of any
new housing or businesses within the local communities.

The proposed project is located on private land owned or leased by the project proponent and no residents would
be displaced as part of the project. There are multiple residence locations within the project boundary that
have been purchased by the project proponent and would be demolished in accordance with Kern County
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permitting. The proposed project is not anticipated to displace existing housing that would necessitate the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere.

e Recreation: The Kern County General Plan does not identify any existing or proposed recreational
facilities near the project site. The project would not increase the use of recreational facilities or
require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities.

The proposed project itself does not include new recreational facilities and is not anticipated to increase
demands on existing facilities. The number of workers needed during the construction phase would largely
depend on the specific stage of construction and peak at 660 workers. These workers are not likely to visit
local parks or recreation facilities during the workday and the workers that are relocating temporarily during
construction would create little or no impact on local recreational resources after work hours.

Operation of the proposed project would require up to six full-time employees for maintenance and
monitoring activities, but they would likely be drawn from the local labor force and would commute from
their existing permanent residence to the project site. However, even if the maintenance/monitoring
employees were hired from out of the area and relocated to eastern Kern County, the addition of any such
families to the project area would not result in a substantial increase in the number of users at local parks
or recreational facilities. As a result, there would not be a detectable increase in the use of existing
neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational facilities, and therefore, no deterioration of any such
facilities would occur or require the construction of new facilities as a result of project implementation.
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2.2 Determination

(To be completed by the Lead Agency) Based on this initial evaluation:

] I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect (a) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (b) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENT IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects
that remain to be addressed.

] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature: M ‘4 Date:
il e 7/31/2025

Printed Name: Title:
Mark Tolentino Planner I11
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