From: Schmoker, Kelly@Wildlife

To: tmitchell@countyofsb.org

Cc: Rieman, Frederic (Fritz)@Wildlife; LCI State Clearinghouse; Tang, Victoria@Wildlife; Schmoker, Kelly@Wildlife
Subject: MND Comments Plantel Nurseries Development Plan Revision (Eastside Expansion)

Date: Wednesday, August 13, 2025 1:16:11 PM

You don't often get email from kelly.schmoker@wildlife.ca.gov. Learn why this is important

Dear Tina Mitchell,

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has reviewed the Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) prepared by Santa Barbara County (County) for the Plantel
Nurseries Development Plan Revision (Eastside Expansion) Project (Case Nos. 19RVP-
00000-00115, 22NGD-00000-00010). CDFW appreciates that the County acknowledges
that the Project site is within the potential range of the California tiger salamander and
within federally designated critical habitat for this protected species. The MND
concludes that the Project would not impact California tiger salamander due to lack of
habitat. Given the location of the Project site is within 1.3 miles of five potential
California tiger salamander breeding ponds, CDFW is concerned that the upland habitat
on the Project site could be occupied by California tiger salamander. At a minimum,
focused surveys should be conducted during the appropriate time for optimal detection
of California tiger salamander to confirm presence/absence. CDFW and the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service have developed survey protocol (Guidelines) to be used
to detect California tiger salamander in aquatic and upland habitat with the potential to
support California tiger salamander (Interim Guidance on Site Assessment and Field
Surveys for Determining Presence or a Negative Finding of the California Tiger
Salamander, http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/docs/CTSFinalGuide10-03.pdf).
In order to produce a Negative Finding of California tiger salamander on the Project site,

focused surveys according to the Guidelines should be conducted for the Project. If
California tiger salamander are discovered on the Project site, an Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) from CDFW may be required if the Project, Project construction, or any Project-
related activity during the life of the Project will result in “take” of California tiger
salamander as defined by the Fish and Game Code (Fish & G. Code, §886, 2080, 2081(b)
(c)). Examples of take include killing of California tiger salamander by heavy equipment
during grading activities and crushing individuals with heavy equipment.

CDFW recommends surveys following the Guidelines are completed, and the results of
those surveys be incorporated into the MND. This will allow CDFW to provide meaningful
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation recommendations if California tiger
salamander is present.

If the Guideline surveys will be completed after the MND has been finalized, CDFW
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recommends the MND incorporate a biological mitigation measure requiring surveys be
conducted following the Guidelines. If California tiger salamander are found during
Guideline surveys, CDFW recommends incorporating biological mitigation measures
requiring minimizing impacts to California tiger salamander and providing mitigation to
offset any impacts to this species.

CDFW requests results of the Guideline surveys be sent to CDFW.

If you would like to discuss this further, please contact Kelly Schmoker at
kelly.schmoker@wildlife.ca.gov.

Thank you

Kelly Schmoker-Stanphill, M.S. (she, her, hers)
Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Habitat Conservation and Planning — North
626-848-8382 (cell)
Kelly.Schmoker@wildlife.ca.gov
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