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Regulatory Setting 

Special-status habitats are vegetation types, associations, or sub-associations that support 
concentrations of special-status plant or animal species, are of relatively limited distribution, or are 
of particular value to wildlife.  

Listed species are those taxa that are formally listed as endangered or threatened by the federal 
government (e.g. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service [USFWS]), pursuant to the Federal Endangered 
Species Act (FESA) or as endangered, threatened, or rare (for plants only) by the State of California 
(i.e. California Fish and Game Commission), pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act or 
the California Native Plant Protection Act. Some species are considered rare (but not formally listed) 
by resource agencies, organizations with biological interests/expertise (e.g. Audubon Society, CNPS, 
The Wildlife Society), and the scientific community.  

The following is a brief summary of the regulatory context under which biological resources are 
managed at the federal, state, and local levels. A number of federal and state statutes provide a 
regulatory structure that guides the protection of biological resources. Agencies with the 
responsibility for protection of biological resources within the project site include: 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (wetlands and other waters of the United States); 
 Central Coast Region Regional Water Quality Control Board (waters of the State); 
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (federally listed species and migratory birds); 
 California Department Fish and Wildlife (riparian areas, streambeds, and lakes; state-listed 

species; Species of Special Concern; nesting birds);  
 County of Santa Barbara  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has authority 
to regulate activities that could discharge fill of material into wetlands or other “waters of the 
United States.” Perennial and intermittent creeks are considered waters of the United States if they 
are hydrologically connected to other jurisdictional waters (typically a navigable water). The USACE 
also implements the federal policy embodied in Executive Order 11990, which is intended to result 
in no net loss of wetland value or acres. In achieving the goals of the Clean Water Act, the USACE 
seeks to avoid adverse impacts and offset unavoidable adverse impacts on existing aquatic 
resources. Any fill of wetlands that are hydrologically connected to jurisdictional waters would 
require a permit from the USACE prior to the start of work. Typically, when a project involves 
impacts to waters of the United States, the goal of no net loss of wetland acres or values is met 
through avoidance and minimization to the extent practicable, followed by compensatory mitigation 
involving creation or enhancement of similar habitats. 

Regional Water Quality Control Board 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the local Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB) have jurisdiction over “waters of the State,” pursuant to the Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act, which are defined as any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, 
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within the boundaries of the State. The SWRCB has issued general Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) regarding discharges to “isolated” waters of the State (Water Quality Order No. 2004-0004-
DWQ, Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements for Dredged or Fill Discharges to Waters 
Deemed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to be Outside of Federal Jurisdiction). The RWQCB 
administers actions under this general order for isolated waters not subject to federal jurisdiction, 
and is also responsible for the issuance of water quality certifications pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act for waters subject to federal jurisdiction.  

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
The USFWS implements the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 United States Code [USC] Section 703-
711) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 USC Section 668). The USFWS and National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) share responsibility for implementing the Federal Endangered 
Species Act (FESA) (16 USC § 153 et seq.). Generally, the USFWS implements the FESA for terrestrial 
and freshwater species, while the NMFS implements the FESA for marine and anadramous species. 
Projects that would result in “take” of any federally threatened or endangered species are required 
to obtain permits from the USFWS or NMFS through either Section 7 (interagency consultation with 
a federal nexus) or Section 10 (Habitat Conservation Plan) of the FESA, depending on the 
involvement by the federal government in permitting and/or funding of the project. The permitting 
process is used to determine if a project would jeopardize the continued existence of a listed 
species and what measures would be required to avoid jeopardizing the species. “Take” under 
federal definition means to harass, harm (which includes habitat modification), pursue, hunt, shoot, 
wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct. Proposed or 
candidate species do not have the full protection of the FESA; however, the USFWS and NMFS 
advise project applicants that they could be elevated to listed status at any time.  

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) derives its authority from the Fish and Game 
Code of California. The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish and Game Code Section 2050 
et. seq.) prohibits take of state listed threatened or endangered. Take under CESA is restricted to 
direct mortality of a listed species and the law does not prohibit indirect harm by way of habitat 
modification. Where incidental take would occur during construction or other lawful activities, CESA 
allows the CDFW to issue an Incidental Take Permit upon finding, among other requirements, that 
impacts to the species have been minimized and fully mitigated. 

The CDFW also enforces Sections 3511, 4700, 5050, and 5515 of the Fish and Game Code, which 
prohibits take of species designated as Fully Protected. The CDFW is not allowed to issue an 
Incidental Take Permit for Fully Protected species; therefore, impacts to these species must be 
avoided. 

California Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 describe unlawful take, possession, 
or destruction of native birds, nests, and eggs. Section 3503.5 of the Code protects all birds-of-prey 
and their eggs and nests against take, possession, or destruction of nests or eggs. Section 3513 
makes it a state-level office to take any bird in violation of the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
CDFW administers these requirements. 

Species of Special Concern (SSC) is a category used by the CDFW for those species which are 
considered to be indicators of regional habitat changes or are considered to be potential future 
protected species. Species of Special Concern do not have any special legal status except that which 
may be afforded by the Fish and Game Code as noted above. The SSC category is intended by the 
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CDFW for use as a management tool to include these species in special consideration when 
decisions are made concerning the development of natural lands. The CDFW also has authority to 
administer the Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA) (Fish and Game Code Section 1900 et seq.). The 
NPPA requires the CDFW to establish criteria for determining if a species, subspecies, or variety of 
native plant is endangered or rare. Effective in 2015, CDFW promulgated regulations (14 CCR 786.9) 
under the authority of the NPPA, establishing that the CESA’s permitting procedures would be 
applied to plants listed under the NPPA as "Rare." With this change, there is little practical 
difference for the regulated public between plants listed under CESA and those listed under the 
NPPA. 

Perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral streams and associated riparian vegetation, when present, 
also fall under the jurisdiction of the CDFW. Section 1600 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code (Lake 
and Streambed Alteration Agreements) gives the CDFW regulatory authority over activities that 
divert, obstruct, or alter the channel, bed, or bank of any river, stream or lake. 

County of Santa Barbara County of Santa Barbara.   
The proposed project is located within the County of Santa Barbara and is subject to the Policies set 
forth in the County of Santa Barbara Comprehensive Plan as well as associated ordinance in the 
County’s Municipal Code. 
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Photograph 1: Photo of the ruderal areas at the southern portion of the BSA. A graded pad and 
agricultural areas can be seen in the background. 
 

 

Photograph 2.Photo showing graded pad where plant starts are being grown in trays above 
ground. 
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Photograph 3: Photo showing agricultural areas where berry production is occurring. 
 

 

Photograph 4. Photo showing an existing dirt road and ruderal vegetation in the background. 
Photo is taken on the west side of the BSA facing east. 
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Plant and Wildlife Species Observed Within the BSA on January 31,2020 

Scientific Name Common Name Native or Introduced 

Plants   

Trees   
Pinus sp. Pine Ornamental 
Herbs   
Brassica nigra Black mustard Introduced 
Malva sp. Mallow Introduced 
Chenopodium album Lamb’s quarter Introduced 
Rumex sp. Dock Introduced 
Erodium cicutarium Red-stemmed filaree Introduced 
Grasses   
Avena sp. wild oat Introduced 
Mammals   
OTospermophilus beechyi California ground squirrel Native 
Birds   
Zenaida macroura Mourning dove Native 
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Special Status Species in the Regional Vicinity of the BSA 

Scientific Name 
Common Name 

Status  
Fed/State 
CDFW or CRPR 

Habitat 
Requirements 

Potential to Occur in 
Project Area 

Habitat 
Suitability/ 
Observations 

Plants and Lichens 

Abronia 
maritima 
red sand-
verbena 

None/None 
4.2 

Coastal dunes. 0 - 
100m. Perennial 
herb. Blooms Feb-
Nov 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Agrostis hooveri 
Hoover's bent 
grass 

None/None 
1B.2 

Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Valley 
and foothill 
grassland. Usually 
sandy. 6 - 610m. 
perennial herb. 
Blooms Apr-Jul 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Amsinckia 
douglasiana 
Douglas' 
fiddleneck 

None/None 
4.2 

Cismontane 
woodland, Valley 
and foothill 
grassland. 
Monterey shale, 
dry. 0 - 1950m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Mar-May 

None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Ancistrocarphus 
keilii 
Santa Ynez 
groundstar 

None/None 
1B.1 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland. Sandy. 
40 - 130m. Annual 
herb. Blooms Mar-
Apr 

None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Arctostaphylos 
crustacea ssp. 
eastwoodiana 
Eastwood's 
brittle-leaf 
manzanita 

None/None 
1B.1 

Chaparral 
(maritime, sandy).  
90 - 365m. 
Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Mar 

None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Arctostaphylos 
pechoensis 
Pecho 
manzanita 

None/None 
1B.2 

Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral, Coastal 
scrub. Siliceous 
shale. 125 - 850m. 
Perennial 

None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Nov-Mar 

Arctostaphylos 
purissima 
La Purisima 
manzanita 

None/None 
1B.1 

Chaparral (sandy), 
Coastal scrub. 60 - 
555m. Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Nov-May 

None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Arctostaphylos 
refugioensis 
Refugio 
manzanita 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral 
(sandstone). 274 - 
820m. Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Dec-
Mar(May) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Arctostaphylos 
rudis 
sand mesa 
manzanita 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral 
(maritime), Coastal 
scrub. Sandy. 25 - 
322m. Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Nov-Feb 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Astragalus 
didymocarpus 
var. milesianus 
Miles' milk-
vetch 

None/None 
1B.2 

Coastal scrub 
(clay). 20 - 90m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Mar-Jun 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Atriplex 
serenana var. 
davidsonii 
Davidson's 
saltscale 

None/None 
1B.2 

Coastal bluff scrub, 
Coastal scrub. 
Alkaline. 10 - 
200m. Annual 
herb. Blooms Apr-
Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Calystegia 
subacaulis ssp. 
episcopalis 
Cambria 
morning-glory 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
prairie, Valley and 
foothill grassland. 
Usually clay. 30 - 
500m. Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms (Mar)Apr-
Jun(Jul) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Ceanothus 
cuneatus var. 
fascicularis 
Lompoc 
ceanothus 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral (sandy). 
5 - 400m. Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Feb-Apr 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Ceanothus 
impressus var. 
impressus 
Santa Barbara 
ceanothus 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral. Sandy 
soils. 40 - 470m. 
Perennial shrub. 
Blooms Feb-Apr 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Ceanothus 
impressus var. 
nipomensis 
Nipomo Mesa 
ceanothus 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral. Sandy. 
30 - 245m. 
Perennial shrub. 
Blooms Feb-Apr 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Cercocarpus 
betuloides var. 
blancheae 
island 
mountain-
mahogany 

None/None 
4.3 

Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral. 30 - 
600m. Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms Feb-May 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Chorizanthe 
blakleyi 
Blakley's 
spineflower 

None/None 
1B.3 

Chaparral, Pinyon 
and juniper 
woodland. 600 - 
1600m. Annual 
herb. Blooms Apr-
Jun 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Chorizanthe 
rectispina 
straight-awned 
spineflower 

None/None 
1B.3 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub. 85 - 1035m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Apr-Jul 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Cirsium 
scariosum var. 
loncholepis 
La Graciosa 
thistle 

FE/CT 
1B.1 

Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub, Marshes and 
swamps (brackish), 
Valley and foothill 
grassland. Mesic, 
sandy. 4 - 220m. 
Perennial herb. 
Blooms May-Aug 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Cladium 
californicum 
California 
sawgrass 

None/None 
2B.2 

Meadows and 
seeps, Marshes and 
swamps Alkaline or 
Freshwater. 60 - 
1600m. Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms Jun-Sep 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Clinopodium 
mimuloides 
monkey-flower 
savory 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, North 
Coast coniferous 
forest. 
Streambanks, 
mesic. 305 - 
1800m. Perennial 
herb. Blooms Jun-
Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Cordylanthus 
rigidus ssp. 
littoralis 
seaside bird's-
beak 

None/CE 
1B.1 

Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral 
(maritime), 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub. Sandy, often 
disturbed sites. 0 - 
515m. Annual herb 
(hemiparasitic). 
Blooms Apr-Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Deinandra 
increscens ssp. 
villosa 
Gaviota tarplant 

FE/CE 
1B.1 

Coastal bluff scrub, 
Coastal scrub, 
Valley and foothill 
grassland. 20 - 
430m. Annual 
herb. Blooms May-
Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Deinandra 
paniculata 
paniculate 
tarplant 

None/None 
4.2 

Coastal scrub, 
Valley and foothill 
grassland, Vernal 
pools. usually 
vernally mesic, 
sometimes sandy. 
25 - 940m. Annual 
herb. Blooms 
(Mar)Apr-Nov(Dec) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Delphinium 
parryi ssp. 
blochmaniae 
dune larkspur 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral 
(maritime), Coastal 
dunes. 0 - 200m.  
Perennial herb. 
Blooms Apr-Jun 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Delphinium 
umbraculorum 
umbrella 
larkspur 

None/None 
1B.3 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland. 400 - 
1600m. Perennial 
herb. Blooms Apr-
Jun 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Diplacus 
vandenbergensi
s 
Vandenberg 
monkeyflower 

FE/None 
1B.1 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
dunes. Sandy; 
often disturbed 
areas. 60 - 120 m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Apr-Jun 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Erigeron 
blochmaniae 
Blochman's 
leafy daisy 

None/None 
1B.2 

Coastal dunes, 
Coastal scrub. 3 - 
45m. Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms Jun-Aug 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Erigeron 
sanctarum 
saints' daisy 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub. 75 - 350m. 
Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms Mar-Jul 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Eriodictyon 
capitatum 
Lompoc yerba 
santa 

FE/CR 
1B.2 

Coastal bluff scrub, 
Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral 
(maritime). Sandy. 
40 - 900m. 
Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms May-Sep 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Eriogonum 
elegans 
elegant wild 
buckwheat 

None/None 
4.3 

Cismontane 
woodland, Valley 
and foothill 
grassland. Usually 
sandy or gravelly, 
often washes, 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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sometimes 
roadsides. 200 - 
1525m. Annual 
herb. Blooms May-
Nov 

Erysimum 
capitatum var. 
lompocense 
San Luis Obispo 
wallflower 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, Coastal 
scrub. Sandy. 60 - 
500m. Perennial 
herb. Blooms Feb-
May 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Fritillaria 
ojaiensis 
Ojai fritillary 

None/None 
1B.2 

Broadleafed upland 
forest (mesic), 
Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Lower 
montane 
coniferous forest. 
Rocky. 225 - 998m. 
Perennial 
bulbiferous herb. 
Blooms Feb-May 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Horkelia 
cuneata var. 
puberula 
mesa horkelia 

None/None 
1B.1 

Chaparral 
(maritime), 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub. Sandy or 
gravelly. 70 - 810m. 
Perennial herb. 
Blooms Feb-
Jul(Sep) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Horkelia 
cuneata var. 
sericea 
Kellogg's 
horkelia 

None/None 
1B.1 

Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral 
(maritime), Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub. Sandy or 
gravelly, openings. 
10 - 200m. 
Perennial herb. 
Blooms Apr-Sep 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Layia 
heterotricha 
pale-yellow layia 

None/None 
1B.1 

Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub, Pinyon and 
juniper woodland, 
Valley and foothill 
grassland. Alkaline 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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or clay. 300 – 
1705m. Annual 
herb. Blooms Mar-
Jun 

Lepidium 
virginicum var. 
robinsonii 
Robinson's 
pepper-grass 

None/None 
4.3 

Chaparral, Coastal 
scrub. 1 - 885m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Jan-Jul 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Lonicera 
subspicata var. 
subspicata 
Santa Barbara 
honeysuckle 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub. 10 - 1000m. 
Perennial 
evergreen shrub. 
Blooms May-
Aug(Dec-Feb) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Lupinus 
ludovicianus 
San Luis Obispo 
County lupine 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland. 
Sandstone or 
sandy. 50 - 525m. 
Perennial herb. 
Blooms Apr-Jul 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Malacothamnus 
jonesii 
Jones' bush-
mallow 

None/None 
4.3 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland. 160 - 
1075m. Perennial 
deciduous shrub. 
Blooms (Mar)Apr-
Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Micropus 
amphibolus 
Mt. Diablo 
cottonweed 

None/None 
3.2 

Broadleafed upland 
forest, Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Valley 
and foothill 
grassland. Rocky. 
45 - 825m. Annual 
herb. Blooms Mar-
May 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Mimulus 
subsecundus 
one-sided 
monkeyflower 

None/None 
4.3 

Chaparral, Lower 
montane 
coniferous forest.  
450 - 915m. Annual 
herb. Blooms May-

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Jul 

Monardella 
sinuata ssp. 
sinuata 
southern curly-
leaved 
monardella 

None/None 
1B.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub (openings). 
Sandy. 0 - 300m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Apr-Sep 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Monardella 
undulata ssp. 
undulata 
San Luis Obispo 
monardella 

None/None 
1B.2 

Coastal dunes, 
Coastal scrub 
(sandy).  10 - 
200m. Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms May-Sep 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Mucronea 
californica 
California 
spineflower 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub, Valley and 
foothill grassland. 
Sandy. 0 - 1400m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Mar-
Jul(Aug) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Muhlenbergia 
utilis 
aparejo grass 

None/None 
2B.2 

Meadows and 
seeps, marshes and 
swamps, chaparral, 
coastal scrub, 
cismontane 
woodland. 
Sometimes 
alkaline, 
sometimes 
serpentinite. 25-
2325m. Blooms  

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Nasturtium 
gambelii 
Gambel's water 
cress 

FE/CT 
1B.1 

Marshes and 
swamps 
(freshwater or 
brackish). . 5 - 330 
m. perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms Apr-Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Ophioglossum 
californicum 
California 
adder's-tongue 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, Valley 
and foothill 
grassland, Vernal 
pools (margins). 
Mesic. 60 - 525m. 
Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms (Dec)Jan-
Jun 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Phacelia hubbyi 
Hubby's 
phacelia 

None/None 
4.2 

Chaparral, Coastal 
scrub, Valley and 
foothill grassland. 
Gravelly, rocky, 
talus. 0 - 1000m. 
Annual herb. 
Blooms Apr-Jul 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Phacelia 
ramosissima 
var. 
austrolitoralis 
south coast 
branching 
phacelia 

None/None 
3.2 

Chaparral, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub, Marshes and 
swamps (coastal 
salt). Sandy, 
sometimes rocky. 5 
- 300m. Perennial 
herb. Blooms Mar-
Aug 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Prunus 
fasciculata var. 
punctata 
sand almond 

None/None 
4.3 

Chaparral 
(maritime), 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub. Sandy. 15 - 
200m. Perennial 
deciduous shrub. 
Blooms Mar-Apr 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Scrophularia 
atrata 
black-flowered 
figwort 

None/None 
1B.2 

Closed-cone 
coniferous forest, 
Chaparral, Coastal 
dunes, Coastal 
scrub, Riparian 
scrub. 10 - 500m. 
Perennial herb. 
Blooms Mar-Jul 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Senecio 
aphanactis 
chaparral 
ragwort 

None/None 
2B.2 

Chaparral, 
Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub. Sometimes 
alkaline. 15 - 800m. 
annual herb. 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Blooms Jan-
Apr(May) 

Senecio 
blochmaniae 
Blochman's 
ragwort 

None/None 
4.2 

Coastal dunes. 0 - 
100m. Perennial 
herb. Blooms May-
Oct 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Symphyotrichum 
defoliatum 
San Bernardino 
aster 

None/None 
1B.2 

Cismontane 
woodland, Coastal 
scrub, Lower 
montane 
coniferous forest, 
Meadows and 
seeps, Marshes and 
swamps, Valley and 
foothill grassland 
(vernally mesic). 
Near ditches, 
streams, springs. 2 
- 2040m. Perennial 
rhizomatous herb. 
Blooms Jul-
Nov(Dec) 

None 

No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Invertebrates 

Branchinecta 
lynchi 
vernal pool fairy 
shrimp 

FT/None 
None 

Endemic to the 
grasslands of the 
Central Valley, 
Central Coast 
mountains, and 
South Coast 
mountains, in 
astatic rain-filled 
pools.. Inhabit 
small, clear-water 
sandstone-
depression pools 
and grassed swale, 
earth slump, or 
basalt-flow 
depression pools. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Danaus 
plexippus pop. 1 
monarch - 
California 
overwintering 
population 

None/None 
None 

Winter roost sites 
extend along the 
coast from 
northern 
Mendocino to Baja 
California, Mexico. 
Roosts located in 
wind-protected 
tree groves 
(eucalyptus, 
Monterey pine, 
cypress), with 
nectar and water 
sources nearby. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Fish 

Gasterosteus 
aculeatus 
williamsoni 
unarmored 
threespine 
stickleback 

FE/SE 
FP 

Weedy pools, 
backwaters, and 
among emergent 
vegetation at the 
stream edge in 
small Southern 
California streams. 
Cool (<24 C), clear 
water with 
abundant 
vegetation. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Oncorhynchus 
mykiss irideus 
pop. 10 
steelhead - 
southern 
California DPS 

FE/None 
None 

Federal listing 
refers to 
populations from 
Santa Maria River 
south to southern 
extent of range 
(San Mateo Creek 
in San Diego 
County). Southern 
steelhead likely 
have greater 
physiological 
tolerances to 
warmer water and 
more variable 
conditions. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Amphibians 
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Ambystoma 
californiense 
California tiger 
salamander 

FT/ST 
WL 

Central Valley DPS 
federally listed as 
threatened. Santa 
Barbara and 
Sonoma counties 
DPS federally listed 
as endangered. 
Need underground 
refuges, especially 
ground squirrel 
burrows, and 
vernal pools or 
other seasonal 
water sources for 
breeding. 

 None 

The project site 
does not contain 
suitable habitat 
for the species 
and the 
movement to the 
BSA from known 
and potential 
breeding ponds is 
limited by 
extensive 
agricultural 
activities. The 
species is not 
expected to occur. 

Anaxyrus 
californicus 
arroyo toad 

FE/None 
SSC 

Semi-arid regions 
near washes or 
intermittent 
streams, including 
valley-foothill and 
desert riparian, 
desert wash, etc. 
Rivers with sandy 
banks, willows, 
cottonwoods, and 
sycamores; loose, 
gravelly areas of 
streams in drier 
parts of range. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Rana draytonii 
California red-
legged frog 

FT/None 
SSC 

Lowlands and 
foothills in or near 
permanent sources 
of deep water with 
dense, shrubby or 
emergent riparian 
vegetation. 
Requires 11-20 
weeks of 
permanent water 
for larval 
development. Must 
have access to 
estivation habitat. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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Spea hammondii 
western 
spadefoot 

None/None 
SSC 

Occurs primarily in 
grassland habitats, 
but can be found in 
valley-foothill 
hardwood 
woodlands. Vernal 
pools are essential 
for breeding and 
egg-laying. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Reptiles 

Anniella pulchra 
northern 
California legless 
lizard 

None/None 
SSC 

Sandy or loose 
loamy soils under 
sparse vegetation. 
Soil moisture is 
essential. They 
prefer soils with a 
high moisture 
content. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Emys 
marmorata 
western pond 
turtle 

None/None 
SSC 

A thoroughly 
aquatic turtle of 
ponds, marshes, 
rivers, streams and 
irrigation ditches, 
usually with 
aquatic vegetation, 
below 6000 ft 
elevation. Needs 
basking sites and 
suitable (sandy 
banks or grassy 
open fields) upland 
habitat up to 0.5 
km from water for 
egg-laying. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Phrynosoma 
blainvillii 
coast horned 
lizard 

None/None 
SSC 

Frequents a wide 
variety of habitats, 
most common in 
lowlands along 
sandy washes with 
scattered low 
bushes. Open areas 
for sunning, bushes 
for cover, patches 
of loose soil for 
burial, and 
abundant supply of 
ants and other 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 



Rich-Grow Nursery Products Inc. 
Eastside Expansion Project 

 
E-14 

insects. 

Salvadora 
hexalepis 
virgultea 
coast patch-
nosed snake 

None/None 
SSC 

Brushy or shrubby 
vegetation in 
coastal Southern 
California. Require 
small mammal 
burrows for refuge 
and overwintering 
sites. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Birds 

Agelaius tricolor 
tricolored 
blackbird 

None/ST 
SSC 

Highly colonial 
species, most 
numerous in 
Central Valley & 
vicinity. Largely 
endemic to 
California. Requires 
open water, 
protected nesting 
substrate, and 
foraging area with 
insect prey within a 
few km of the 
colony. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Aimophila 
ruficeps 
canescens 
southern 
California 
rufous-crowned 
sparrow 

None/None 
WL 

Resident in 
Southern California 
coastal sage scrub 
and sparse mixed 
chaparral. 
Frequents 
relatively steep, 
often rocky 
hillsides with grass 
and forb patches. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Athene 
cunicularia 
burrowing owl 

None/None 
SSC 

Open, dry annual 
or perennial 
grasslands, deserts, 
and scrublands 
characterized by 
low-growing 
vegetation. 
Subterranean 
nester, dependent 

 Low 

Marginally 
suitable habitat 
occurs in ruderal 
areas containing 
suitably sized 
California ground 
squirrel burrows. 
However, at the 
time of the survey 
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upon burrowing 
mammals, most 
notably, the 
California ground 
squirrel. 

the burrows were 
occupied by 
California ground 
squirrels. The 
burrows cannot 
be used by 
burrowing owls 
until unoccupied.  
Species has a low 
potential to 
occur.   

Eremophila 
alpestris actia 
California 
horned lark 

None/None 
WL 

Coastal regions, 
chiefly from 
Sonoma County to 
San Diego County. 
Also main part of 
San Joaquin Valley 
and east to 
foothills. Short-
grass prairie, bald 
hills, mountain 
meadows, open 
coastal plains, 
fallow grain fields, 
alkali flats. 

 Low 

Marginally 
suitable habitat 
occurs in ruderal 
areas that could 
be used for 
nesting. However 
the level of 
disturbance that 
occurs on site 
would limit 
nesting 
opportunities. 
Species has a low 
potential to occur. 

Falco peregrinus 
anatum 
American 
peregrine falcon 

Delisted/Delisted 
FP 

Near wetlands, 
lakes, rivers, or 
other water; on 
cliffs, banks, dunes, 
mounds; also, 
human-made 
structures. Nest 
consists of a scrape 
or a depression or 
ledge in an open 
site. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Setophaga 
petechia 
yellow warbler 

None/None 
SSC 

Riparian plant 
associations in 
close proximity to 
water.  Also nests 
in montane 
shrubbery in open 
conifer forests in 
Cascades and 
Sierra Nevada. 
Frequently found 
nesting and 
foraging in willow 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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shrubs and 
thickets, and in 
other riparian 
plants including 
cottonwoods, 
sycamores, ash, 
and alders. 

Vireo bellii 
pusillus 
least Bell's vireo 

FE/SE 
None 

Summer resident 
of Southern 
California in low 
riparian in vicinity 
of water or in dry 
river bottoms; 
below 2000 ft. 
Nests placed along 
margins of bushes 
or on twigs 
projecting into 
pathways, usually 
willow, Baccharis, 
mesquite. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Mammals 

Antrozous 
pallidus 
pallid bat 

None/None 
SSC 

Deserts, 
grasslands, 
shrublands, 
woodlands and 
forests. Most 
common in open, 
dry habitats with 
rocky areas for 
roosting. Roosts 
must protect bats 
from high 
temperatures. Very 
sensitive to 
disturbance of 
roosting sites. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Corynorhinus 
townsendii 
Townsend's big-
eared bat 

None/None 
SSC 

Throughout 
California in a wide 
variety of habitats. 
Most common in 
mesic sites. Roosts 
in the open, 
hanging from walls 
and ceilings. 
Roosting sites 
limiting. Extremely 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 
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sensitive to human 
disturbance. 

Lasiurus 
blossevillii 
western red bat 

None/None 
SSC 

Roosts primarily in 
trees, 2-40 ft above 
ground, from sea 
level up through 
mixed conifer 
forests. Prefers 
habitat edges and 
mosaics with trees 
that are protected 
from above and 
open below with 
open areas for 
foraging. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Neotoma lepida 
intermedia 
San Diego 
desert woodrat 

None/None 
SSC 

Coastal scrub of 
Southern California 
from San Diego 
County to San Luis 
Obispo County. 
Moderate to dense 
canopies preferred. 
They are 
particularly 
abundant in rock 
outcrops, rocky 
cliffs, and slopes. 

 None 

 No suitable 
habitat is present. 
This species is not 
expected to occur. 

Taxidea taxus 
American 
badger 

None/None 
SSC 

Most abundant in 
drier open stages 
of most shrub, 
forest, and 
herbaceous 
habitats, with 
friable soils. Needs 
sufficient food, 
friable soils and 
open, uncultivated 
ground.  Preys on 
burrowing rodents.  
Digs burrows. 

 Low 

Marginally 
suitable habitat 
occurs in ruderal 
areas contain 
friable soils. 
Species has a low 
potential to 
occur.   

Sensitive Natural Communities 
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Central Coast 
Arroyo Willow 
Riparian Forest 

None/None 
G3/S3.2   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Central 
Maritime 
Chaparral 

None/None 
G2/S2.2   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Southern 
California 
Steelhead 
Stream 

None/None 
GNR/SNR   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Southern 
California 
Threespine 
Stickleback 
Stream 

None/None 
GNR/SNR   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Southern 
Cottonwood 
Willow Riparian 
Forest 

None/None 
G3/S3.2   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Southern Vernal 
Pool 

None/None 
GNR/SNR   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Southern Willow 
Scrub 

None/None 
G3/S2.1   None 

This natural 
community is not 
present on site. 

Regional Vicinity refers to area within a 9-quad search radius of site. 
      FE = Federally Endangered FT = Federally Threatened CE = Candidate Endangered      CT = Candidate Threatened 
      SE = State Endangered ST = State Threatened SR = State Rare 
      SSC = Species of Special Concern  FP = Fully Protected 
CRPR (CNPS California Rare Plant Rank):  

 1A=Presumed Extinct in California 
 1B=Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and elsewhere 
 2A=Plants presumed extirpated in California, but more common elsewhere 
 2B=Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California, but more common elsewhere 
  3=Necessary information to assign another rank to or reject is lacking 
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 4=Limited distribution or infrequent throughout a broader area in California, require monitoring 
  CRPR Threat Code Extension: 

 .1=Seriously endangered in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened / high degree and immediacy of threat) 
 .2=Fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened) 
 .3=Not very endangered in California (<20% of occurrences threatened) 

 


