Notice of Exemption QOG-8 Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency):
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 San Lorenzo Valley Water District

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

13060 CA-S Boulder Creek, CA 95006

County Clerk

County of: Santa Cruz (Address) RECEIVED

701 Ocean Street, Room 520 CLERK OF THE BOARD

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 JUL 1 l’ 2025
Project Title: S-Mile Pipeline Tree Removal BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ

Project Location - Specific: ‘/(/'0 7/ 4510‘95 (1

Approx 1/2 m west of Hwy 9 between communities of Boulder Creek and Brookdale.

Project Applicant: San Lorenzo Valley Water District

Project Location - City: _Boulder Creek (unincorp) - project Location - County: _Santa Cruz
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The 2020 CZU Lightning Complex wildfire destroyed portions of the San Lorenzo Valley Water
District's pipeline system which provides water to approximately 23,700 customers and damaged
trees. This project would remove hazardous trees as a first step in replacing the pipeline.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: San Lorenzo Valley Water District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Chris Klier

Exempt Status: (check one):
3 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
X Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
00 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
[0 Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The Declared Emergency, Statutory Exemption 15269(a) applies to this project because it involves emergency repairs
due to damages caused by wildfires listed in a proclamation of emergency declared by the Governor (see Attachment A),
pertaining to wildfires that were burning throughout the state including the CZU Lightning Fire (FEMA Disaster
FM-5336-CA). This area was also affected by the 2022 winter storms (FEMA Disaster DR-4683-CA) which resulted in
erosion. The project facilitates replacement or reconstruction of existing water utility pipelines.

Lead Agency . .
Contact Person: _Chris Klier Area Code/Telephone/Extension; 831-430-4638

If tiled by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

1 - iy ) o
Signature: /M/ %/ Date: 7/' v /2.02; Title Environmental Programs & Special Projscts Manager

= Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant
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% State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife

P4 2025 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE

F CASHRECEIPT

DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/25) Previously DFG 753 5a |
?nnt

Save

RECEIPT NUMBER:
44-07142025-112

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicable)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 711412025
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
Santa Cruz 083-25

PROJECT TITLE

5-Mile Pipeline Tree Removal

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
San Lorenzo Valley Water District 831-430-4638
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
13060 CA-9 Boulder Creek CA 95006

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
U Local Public Agency 3 School District Other Special District 0 State Agency O Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

0  Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $
0  Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)ND) $
O  Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $ 0.00

[l Exempt from fee
Notice of Exemption (attach)
00 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
[0 Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

@ water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $ 0.00
County documentary handling fee 50.00
00 Other Receipt 460810 $50 $
PAYMENT METHOD: m/
Cash [0 Credit Check [ Other TOTAL RECEIVED  § 50.00
SIGN RE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

) W@W Lori Welch Bettencourt, Administrative Aide

CTRIGINAL - FROJEST APRUICANT COPY - COPAUAZE COPY - LEMD SEENCY COPY « COUNTY SLERX DFE TRL Sa (Fey. 0501003




| TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

To: Chris Klier, San Lorenzo Valley Water District
From: Shahira Ashkar, Harris & Associates

Subject: 5-Mile Pipeline Tree Removal Project

Date: April 28, 2025

Attach: Proclamation of State of Emergency (Fire)
Proclamation of State of Emergency

This memorandum provides supporting evidence for determining the 5-Mile Pipeline Tree Removal Project is
exempt from the California  Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance  with
CEQA Section 21080 (b)(3) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15269(a), Emergency Projects.

Project Overview

San Lorenzo Valley Water District (SLVWD) supplies water to approximately 23,700 customers in Santa Cruz
County, serving an area of approximately 62 square miles. They currently operate and maintain two water
systems, the SLVWD system, which serves unincorporated areas and several neighborhoods in and adjacent to
Scotts Valley, and the SLVWD-Felton system, which serves Felton and several nearby neighborhoods.

On August 16, 2020, lightning ignited a fire (the CZU Lightning Fire) that would burn more than 86,500 acres in
Santa Cruz and San Mateo County over 37 days. This fire, along with others, prompted the Governor of California
to declare an emergency. In early 2024, winter storms resulted in flooding and erosion in burned areas. Governor
Newsom issued a series of proclamations of states of emergency addressing the damage to property and
infrastructure resulting from flooding, mudslides, and landslides. These fires and storms resulted in damage
multiple segments of the SLVWD pipeline, including the 5-Mile Pipeline. The fires also damaged trees, including
approximately 750 trees along the 5.6 mile stretch of the 5-Mile Pipeline. The project will consist of removal of
these hazardous trees.

Project Description

The 5-Mile pipeline is located between Sweetwater Creek and Foreman Creek, west of Highway 9 between the
communities of Boulder Creek and Brookdale. The project would remove approximately 750 trees that have been
identified as hazardous along the portion of the pipeline that will require replacement. Tree removal will be
conducted hand using chainsaws and hand tools. The project will be accessed via an existing trail. Fallen trees will
be left in place.

Emergency Projects

The 5-Mile Pipeline Tree Removal Project will be the first step in repairing damage resulting from designated
natural disasters and therefore, is an emergency projects. The project is located in an area that was designated a
disaster-stricken area due to the CZU Lightning Fire in 2020 (FEMA Disaster FM-5336-CA) and due to flooding,
landslides, and mudslides in 2024 (FEMA Disaster DR-4683-CA).

CEQA Guidelines Section 15269 addresses Emergency Projects under CEQA. Section 15269(a) exempts from
requirements of CEQA, “Projects to maintain, repair, restore, demolish, or replace property or facilities damaged
or destroyed as a result of a disaster in a disaster-stricken area in which a state of emergency has been proclaimed



by the Governor pursuant to the California Emergency Services Act . . ..” CEQA Section 21080 (b)(3) similarly states
that CEQA Chapter 2.6, General does not apply to projects “undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public
agency to maintain, restore, demolish, or replace property of facilities damaged or destroyed as a result of a
disaster in a disaster-stricken area in which a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor. . ..”

Unlike Categorical Exemptions (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300 to 15332), no exceptions are enumerated for
Emergency Exemptions. In evaluating the application of a Categorical Exemption to a project, CEQA requires that
exemptions be considered. These include impacts on scenic highways, hazardous waste sites, and historical
resources, and cumulative impacts. In some cases, the location of the project must also be considered to ensure
that they are not affecting an environmentally sensitive area. Because the project meets the criteria for Emergency
Exemption, it is not necessary to address these issues under CEQA.

Technical Studies and Potential Impacts

Though not required by CEQA, technical studies addressing biological and cultural resources were conducted for
the project area. A records search at the Northwest Information Center of the California Historical Resources
Information System and a pedestrian survey of the project area did not result in the discovery of any historical
resources. The removal of trees would result in minimal ground disturbance and therefore, the potential to disturb
buried resources is minimal.

Biological studies indicate that the project area provides habitat for migratory and nesting birds. However, tree
removal would begin in September, after nesting season, and therefore, impacts on birds would be minimized.
Additionally, tree removal activities will avoid impacts on aquatic features by directing falling vegetation and chips
away from them.

Further, the project area is not located along a scenic highway or on a hazardous waste site. It is a safety and
reconstruction project and would not result in any cumulative effects.



ATTACHMENT A



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS beginning on August 14, 2020, an Exireme Heat Event
struck California and surrounding Western states, causing record-breaking
temperatures and Red Flag Warnings throughout California; and

WHEREAS on August 16, 2020, | proclaimed a State of Emergency to
exist in California due to the Extreme Heat Event; and

WHEREAS in addition to the fire conditions being exacerbated by
extreme temperatures, the weather event has resulted in widespread
lightning strikes, sparking fires throughout the state; and

WHEREAS there are currently hundreds of fires actively burning
during these extreme weather conditions throughout California, which
have collectively burned tens of thousands of acres; and

WHEREAS the number of fires actively burning statewide, as well as
throughout other Western states, has resulted in a strain on California’s
mutual aid system, making it increasingly difficult for jurisdictions to obtain
the necessary in-state and out-of-state firefighting resources to respond to
these fires; and

WHEREAS several of these fires, including the River Fire in Monterey
County, the Jones Fire in Nevada County, and the Gamble Fire, Hennessy
Fire, and other nearby fires (collectively referred to as the “LNU Lightning
Complex Fire") in Napa County, have rapidly spread, destroying or
threatening homes and critical infrastructure, and forcing the evacuations
of thousands of residents; and

WHEREAS the Federal Emergency Management Agency has
approved multiple Fire Management Assistant Grants to assist with the
mitigation, management, and control of the River Fire, the Jones Fire, and
the LNU Lightning Complex Fire; and

WHEREAS extremely high temperatures and dry conditions are
expected to continue, which will further increase the spread of fires
statewide and likely result in additional wildfires, further exacerbating the
current wildfire situation in California; and

WHEREAS local and state regional emergency operations centers
have been activated; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section
8558(b), | find that conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and
property exist due to fires statewide; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section
8558(b), | find that the conditions caused by fires, by reason of their
magnitude, are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services,
personnel, equipment, and facilities of any single local government and




require the combined forces of a mutual aid region or regions to
appropriately respond; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section
8625(c). | find that local authority is inadequate to cope with the
magnitude of the damage caused by these fires; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, |
find that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified
in this order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of
fires statewide.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of
California, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State
Constitution and statutes, including the California Emergency Services
Act, and in particular, Government Code section 8625, HEREBY PROCLAIM
A STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist in California due to fires burning
statewide.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. All agencies of the state government utilize and employ state
personnel, equipment, and facilities for the performance of any
and all activities consistent with the direction of the Governor's
Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) and the State
Emergency Plan. Also, to protect their safety, all residents are to
obey the direction of emergency officials with regard to this
emergency in order to protect their safety.

2. CalOES shall provide local government assistance to local
governments, if appropriate, under the authority of the California
Disaster Assistance Act, Government Code section 8680 et seq.,
and California Code of Regulations, Title 19, section 2900 et seq.

3. As necessary to assist local governments and for the protection
of public health and safety, public and private property, and the
environment, state agencies shall enter into contracts to arrange
for the procurement of materials, goods, equipment, and
services necessary to quickly assist with the response to and
recovery from the impacts of these fires. Applicable provisions of
the Government Code and the Public Contract Code, including
but not limited to travel, advertising, and competitive bidding
requirements, are suspended to the extent necessary to address
the effects of these fires.

4. The Cadlifornia National Guard is hereby mobilized under Military
and Veterans Code section 146 to support disaster response and
relief efforts, as directed by CalOES, and to coordinate with all
relevant state agencies and state and local emergency
responders and law enforcement within the impacted areas.
Sections 147 and 188 of the Military and Veterans Code are
applicable during the period of participation in this mission,
exempting the California Military Department from applicable
procurement rules for specified emergency purchases, and
those rules are hereby suspended.










ATTACHMENT B












