
Date:   May 22, 2025 

To: Jared Rosengren, Principal Planner 

From:           Gregory Knudson, Principal Civil Engineer 

Subject: CEQA DETERMINATION FOR THE   
TANK – FOOTHILL TANKS PROJECT 
PROGRAM No. WA22-1217 

We are respectfully requesting a CEQA determination for the subject project. A detailed 
environmental application form is not being provided at this time because we believe the project 
will be classified as exempt. 

The project consists of construction activities for rehabilitation of the existing Foothill Tanks, 
including removal of existing coatings, repair of deteriorated and damaged sections of steel shell, 
roof, rafters, ladders, columns, vents, and drains as well as recoating tanks and appurtenances, 
and necessary safety repairs and modifications for roof access and appurtenant work as shown 
on the project plans (Drawing No. 2025-D-003) and in accordance with the project specifications. 

Proposed CEQA Determination: Categorical Exemption – Class 1 - 15301 

Please contact the project engineer, Will Trax at extension 7842 if you need any additional 
information that will assist you with a determination.  

Thank you 



CEQA DETERMINATION FOR SCADA IMPROVEMENTS 

INSTRUCTIONS 

PART A (To be filled out by Project Engineer and reviewed by Departmental Division Manager) 

Please answer all questions listed below.  Send this form along with requested maps, 
plans, etc. to the Planning Division – Planning Manager with a cover memo asking the 
Planning Division to determine the type of environmental documentation needed for this 
project.  The Planning Division will conduct a preliminary investigation; if needed we will 
contact you for additional information and clarification, and will render, in writing, a 
determination of the proper environmental document. 

All requests must address the following.  Please place a check next to each complete 
item and sign below each section when complete. 

PART B (to be filled out by the Planning Division) 

Determination of Proper Environmental Document 

The purpose here is to arrive at a conclusion as to the type of environmental document 
most appropriate for the described project. 

PART A 

Section 1: Project Facts 

1. Project Title:  Tanks – Foothill Tanks Project

2. Source(s) of funding:  1072

3. Lead City Agency Name:  City of Ventura

4. Program Manager:  Gregory Knudson

5. Project Manager and Phone Number:  Will Trax, (805) 654-7842

6. Contact Person and Phone Number:

7. Project Location and Street Address:

a. 3299 Island View Drive

8. Parcel Numbers (if any): City-owned parcel APN 074-0-210-115 and 064-0-160-025.

9. Q: Description of the intent, goals, and objectives of the project:

R: The main purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the water system by
rehabilitating aging infrastructure (water tanks). The project consists of removal of existing
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coatings, repair of deteriorated and damaged sections of steel shell, roof, rafters, ladders, 
columns, vents, and drains as well as recoating (painting) tanks and appurtenances, and 
necessary safety repairs and modifications for roof access. 

10. Q: What problem is the project intended to solve?

R: Rehabilitate old and outdated water tanks that are deteriorating. This will greatly
increase the ability for Ventura Water to maintain and provide water storage.

11. Q: Why is the project being proposed now?

R: Current tanks are deteriorating and in need of rehabilitation before failure occurs.

Section 2: Project Description 

12. Description of the Project: (Describe the whole action involved for both construction and
operational scope of the project, including but not limited to previously adopted master
plans, later phases of the project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features
necessary for its implementation).

a. Q: What existing structures are involved?  (Describe existing structures including
size and functional capacity, and how it will be affected.)

R: Existing structures include two, 0.75-million-gallon steel water storage tanks
each at 64- foot diameter and 32-feet high.

b. Q: What new structures will be involved? (Describe the new structure including
size and functional capacity.)

R: No new structures.

c. Q: Describe the physical setting of the project site and vicinity including property
lines; include aerial map, zoning and general plan of the site, using the GIS
database.

R: See location map and site plan.

13. Q: Enclose a plot plan of the proposed development.  Include vicinity map, showing
subject site (the footprint) in relation to nearby streets and features.  Use aerial maps,
street maps, photographs of the site vicinity, and generalized land use map of the site
and surrounding properties. The plot plan must show the location of the proposed
buildings, structures, fences, equipment, utility lines and extent of the work area in relation
to existing structures and property lines.  (For example, for a conveyance system or
municipal facility projects, indicate alignment, construction launching site, street
intersections impacted, footprint of structure, height of stack etc.) Also note any
vegetation to be removed and landscaping to be planted as well as below ground activities
or structures including depth and amount.
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R: See location map and site plans for details. 

14. Q: Indicate the construction methodology (e.g. for a conveyance system, open trench,
tunneling, micro tunneling etc.).   Include a complete description of construction including
grading, cut and fill, depth, amount of cubic yards, etc. Note any below ground activities;
describe depth and amount as well as any vegetation removed.

R: The work includes application of protective coatings to interior surfaces and paint to
exterior surfaces, including surface preparation, handling of hazardous and
nonhazardous materials/wastes, disinfection of interior surfaces and additions,
replacement and modification of miscellaneous structural items to bring the structures
into compliance with current safety and health codes, standards, and regulations.

15. Q: Indicate whether site or right-of-way acquisition will be required.

R: No, the City of Ventura owns the right of way, property or easements.

16. Q: Indicate whether the project will increase vehicle trips or traffic congestion during
construction and operation.

R: Minimal congestion, there will be trucks making trips to and from the project site to
provide supplies, installation and maintenance.

17. Q: Indicate if the project will result in aesthetic and/or visual impacts that create light and
glare?

R: No.

18. Q: Indicate if trees will be removed or relocated.

R: No

19. Q: Identify that project will require BMP’s to be in place prior and during construction
activities.

R: Typical BMP’s will be implemented.

Section 3: Special Studies/Other Info. 

20. Q: List any special studies conducted for the project.

R: N/A

21. Q: List “related projects” known to you.

R: Water Storage Tanks Interior Coating Project Spec No. 2014-070.
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Section 4: Public Agencies and Stakeholders 

22. List other agencies whose approval is required and from whom permits are required or
who may have issued prior approvals:

a. U.S Environmental Protection Agency (for conformity with facilities plan, work in
areas of sensitive habitat and wetlands)

b. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (for work done in water course or water body)
c. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (for work impacting wetlands, and endangered

species)
d. California Coastal Commission (for work in the Local Coastal Zone)
e. California Fish & Game (for work in wetlands)
f. Regional Water Quality Control Board (for work impacting wetlands, stormwater,

groundwater, solid waste disposal sites)
g. Ventura County Air Pollution Control District
h. Southern California Association of Governments (for conformity with Clean Water

and Clean Air Acts, as well as population growth issues)
i. CASQA (Construction General Permit ≥ one acre)

R: No permitting required 

23. Q: List of other agencies participating in the funding.

R: N/A; Funded through City CIP

24. Q: Stakeholders: list person, agencies, and organizations that, to your knowledge, have
an interest in this project.

R: City of Ventura Water Department

Section 5: Project Alternatives or Design Changes 

25. Q: Describe alternatives to the project and of the project studies and considered and
indicate reasons for discarding these alternatives.

R: 1.) Leave existing deteriorating tanks as is with a chance of future failure.

__________________________________ Date: 05/22/2025__________________ 
Will Trax 
Public Works 
Associate Engineer 

__________________________________ Date: __________________ 
Gregory Knudson, PE 
Public Works 

22 May 2025

wtrax
Image
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Engineering Design Manager 

Review for Completion of Application: 
All project application information and attached materials are complete and ready for Planning 
Division review which will include completion of PART B of this Environmental Information Form 
and a determination as to the proper form of documentation to be completed under CEQA. 

__________________________________ Date: _6/26/25_______________ 
Jared Rosengren 
Community Development 
Principal Planner 

Attachments: 
• Rehabilitation of Foothill No.1 and 2 Tanks Drawings, including Location Map, Site Plan


	To: Jared Rosengren, Principal Planner
	From:           Gregory Knudson, Principal Civil Engineer




