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Many stone lines seem to be buried erosion pavements, originally formed by running water on 
the land surface and concurrently covered by surficial sediment 

STRATH TERRACE. A gently sloping terrace surface bearing little evidence of aggradation. 

STRUCTURE, SOIL. The arrangement of primary soil particles into compound particles or 
aggregates that are separated from adjoining aggregates. The principal forms of soil structure 
are--platy (laminated), prismatic (vertical axis of aggregates longer than horizontal), columnar 
(prisms with rounded tops), blocky (angular or subangular), and granular. Structureless soils are 
either single grained ( each grain by itself, as in dune sand) or massive (the particles adhering 
without any regular cleavage, as in many hardpans ). 

SUBSIDIARY FAULT. A branch fault that extends a substantial distance from the main fault 
zone. 

TECTOTURBATION. Soil disturbance resulting from tectonic movement. 

TEXTURE, SOIL. Particle size classification of a soil, generally given in terms of the USDA 
system which uses the term "loam" for a soil having equal properties of sand, silt, and clay. The 
basic textural classes, in order of their increasing proportions of fine particles are sand, loamy 
sand, sandy loam, loam, silt loam, silt, sandy clay loam, clay loam, silty clay loam, sand clay, 
silty clay, and clay. The sand, loamy sand, and sandy loam classes may be further divided by 
specifying "coarse," "fine," or "very fine." 

TOPOSEQUENCE. A sequence of kinds of soil in relation to position on a slope. (See also 
Catena.) 

TRANSLOCATION. The physical movement of soil particles, particularly fine clay, from one 
soil horizon to another under the influence of gravity. 

UNIFIED SOIL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM. The particle size classification system used by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. Like the ASTM and AASHO 
systems, the sand/silt boundary is at 80 um instead of 50 um used by the USDA and FAA. 
Unlike all other systems the gravel/sand boundary is at 4 mm instead of2 mm and the silt/clay 
boundary is determined by using Atterberg limits. 

VERTISOL. A soil with at least 30% clay, usually smectite, that fosters pronounced changes in 
volume with change in moisture. Cracks greater than 1 cm wide appear at a depth of 50 cm 
during the dry season each year. One of the ten USDA soil orders. 

WATER TABLE. The upper limit of the soil or underlying rock material that is wholly saturated 
with water. Also called the phreatic surface. 

WA VE-CUT PLATFORM. The relatively smooth, slightly seaward-dipping surface formed 
along the coast by the action of waves generally accompanied by abrasive materials. 
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WEATHERING. All physical and chemical changes produced in rocks or other deposits at or 
near the earth's surface by atmospheric agents. These changes result in disintegration and 
decomposition of the material. 

yr B.P. Uncorrected radiocarbon age expressed in years before present, calculated from 1950. 
Calendar-corrected ages are expressed in ka, or, if warranted, as AD. or B.C. 
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