
 

 

29 May 2025  
 
 
 
Mr. Richard Lowenthal Job No. 01-8018 
1720 Torrey Pines Road 
La Jolla, CA  92037 
 
Subject: Response to DSD-Geology Comments 

Proposed Lowenthal Residential Project 
1720 Torrey Pines Road 
La Jolla, California 

 
Dear Mr. Lowenthal: 
 
Per the request of Mr. Mario Santos with Marengo Morton Architects, Inc., and as 
required per the City of San Diego DSD Geology reviewer, we are responding to the 
following issues presented in the updated Project Issues Report PRJ-1130488 dated 
April 17, 2025, for the subject project.  Please refer to the Vicinity Map, Figure No. I, 
for the project location.  It is our understanding that the reviewer has reviewed 
Building Plans: Lowenthal Residence, La Jolla, CA, prepared by Marengo Morton 
Architects, Inc., dated January 29, 2025; structural plans by AMC Consulting; and 
our Update Report of Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation and Coastal Bluff 
Evaluation, Lowenthal Residential Project, La Jolla, CA prepared by GEI, dated July 
03, 2024 and our Response to DSD-Geology Comments dated November 06, 2024. 
 
DSD-Geology Comment 00116 |Page| Open:  The project’s geotechnical consultant 
has provided the analysis for the proposed slope on page 20 of the submitted report 
and now must provide a professional opinion that the site will have a factor of safety 
of 1.5 or greater for both gross and surficial stability following project completion 
 
GEI Response to Comment 00116:  It is our professional opinion that following 
project completion in accordance with our recommendations, all site slopes will have 
a factor of safety of 1.5 or greater for both gross and surficial stability and greater 
than the acceptable value of 1.15 under seismic loading conditions. 
 
DSD-Geology Comment 00117 |Page| Open:  The project’s geotechnical consultant 
should indicate if the proposed building foundation setback from the descending slope 
into the coastal canyon meets building code 1808A7.2 or provide an alternate 
foundation recommendation. 
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GEI Response to Comment 00117:  The proposed building setback from the 
descending slope into the coastal canyon meets the current building code 
requirements of section 1808A7.2. 
 
DSD-Geology Comment 00118 |Page| Open:  Please provide the updated 
geotechnical map with artificial fill shown, the additional cross sections, and 
additional slope stability analysis from the discretionary review PRJ-1111223 
 
GEI Response to Comment 00118:  In this response as Appendix A, we are 
providing the new cross section J-J’, the updated geotechnical map showing the 
artificial fill, the location of the new cross section J-J’, and the location of updated 
cross sections Bb-Bb’, E-E’, F-F’, G-G’. We are also providing the updated slope 
stability analysis for all cross sections provided. 
 
DSD-Geology Comment 00119 |Page| Open:  The project’s geotechnical consultant 
must review the current building plans and details to verify that their 
recommendations have been adequately implemented.  Please indicate if additional 
analysis and or recommendations are required 
 
GEI Response to Comment 00119:  It is our understanding that the building plans 
are currently in development or are in the process of being updated by the designers 
and we will review them for their conformance once the DSD-Structural or the 
building designers request us for a conformance letter. 
 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact our office.  Reference 
to our Job No. 01-8018 will help expedite a response to your inquiry. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
GEOTECHNICAL EXPLORATION, INC. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Leslie D. Reed, President    Jaime A. Cerros, P.E. 
P.G. 3391/C.E.G. 999    R.C.E. 34422/ G.E. 2007 
       Senior Geotechnical Engineer 















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slope Stability Analysis for Cross Sections 
Bb-Bb’, Ff-Ff’, G-G’ dated 

March 07, 2025 
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