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Initial Study 

1. Project Title 
Laytonville Landfill Final Cover Remediation and Improvements Project (herein referred to as project 
or proposed project). 

2. Lead Agency and Contact 
Mendocino County 
Department of Transportation 
340 Lake Mendocino Drive 
Ukiah, California 95482 

Contact: Alex Straessle, Engineer II, straessa@mendocinocounty.org, 707-234-2803 

3. Project Location 
The project includes: (i) reconstructing a portion of the final cover on the closed Laytonville Landfill; 
and (ii) relocation of a landfill gas (LFG) monitoring probe, relocation of a piezometer, and 
installation of a groundwater monitoring well. The closed landfill occupies approximately 7 acres of 
an approximately 35.65-acre property, located at 1825 Branscomb Road (Assessor’s Parcel Number 
014-250-32-00) in unincorporated Mendocino County (County), approximately 1.6 miles west of 
United States Route 101 (U.S. 101). Access to the project site is provided by a partially paved road, 
which extends from Branscomb Road south into the landfill. Figure 1 shows the regional location of 
the project site. Figure 2 shows the limit of refuse, area within the limit of refuse where the final 
cover would be replaced, and proposed borrow, stockpile, and staging area. Figure 2 also shows the 
proposed location for the LFG probe, piezometer, and groundwater monitoring well. Because a 
majority of the project activities would take place within the limit of refuse, this area is referred to 
as the project site throughout the analysis included in this document.  

4. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting 
The project site is bordered by internal landfill access roads and hillsides to the north, the Laytonville 
Rancheria—managed by the Cahto Tribe of Laytonville Rancheria—approximately 350 feet east and 
30 feet south of the project site, and land used for cattle grazing to the west of the project site. 
Existing single-family residences are located approximately 750 feet north of the project site. 

The areas surrounding the landfill are zoned Public Facilities (PF), Agricultural (AG-40), Rangeland 
(RL), Rural Residential 1 Acre minimum (RR 1), and Rural Residential 10 Acre minimum (RR 10). 
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Figure 1 Regional Location 
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Figure 2 Project Site Location and Nearby Uses 
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5. Public Lands66 FGeneral Plan Designation and 
Zoning 

The project site is designated as Public Lands by the County of Mendocino. Solid waste landfills and 
related waste management facilities are a permitted use under this land use designation. 

The project site is zoned PF. Pursuant to Section 20.108.010 of the Mendocino County Municipal 
Code, “major impact facilities,” including landfills, are permitted in the PF zoning district. 

6. Existing Site Characteristics  
The project site contains sloping topography and includes a ridge that separates the northeastern 
and southwestern slopes on-site. The project site contains existing soil-stability infrastructure, 
including rock slope protection (RSP) on a portion of the western slope of the landfill. Vegetation on 
the project site consists of grasses and shrubs. The project site is underlain by Pliocene-Pleistocene 
continental basin deposits, Holocene alluvium, and Franciscan Formation bedrock. Pliocene-
Pleistocene continental basin deposits consist of clayey sand and silty clay. Holocene alluvium 
consists of unconsolidated sand, gravel, silt and clay units that were deposited along active stream 
channels. Franciscan Formation bedrock consists predominantly of graywacke sandstone with 
interbedded shale units. There are no active faults that underlie the project site. The closest active 
fault to the project site is the Maacama-Garberville fault approximately 1.5 miles southeast. The 
Laytonville Landfill is in a valley in the Coast Range geomorphic province, where drainage is 
controlled primarily by geologic structure. The Eel River system is the major drainage system for the 
area, and the closest named water course is Cahto Creek, which runs northeastward and is adjacent 
and south of the landfill. The site’s ephemeral streams drain into Cahto Creek. An approximately 30-
acre unnamed pond is about 0.25 mile northeast of the site. Except for a possible spring feeding the 
northern pond on the east side of the site, there are no known springs within 1 mile of the landfill 
(Anderson Consulting Group 1995). 

The landfill extends down both sides of a ridgetop. Therefore, the natural topography of the landfill 
directs surface water flows down both sides of the ridgetop. On-site surface drainage is channeled 
to several small detention basins located at the perimeter of the project site for eventual discharge 
off-site via ephemeral streams. Groundwater at the project site occurs at depths between 13 to 62 
feet below ground surface. Groundwater flows radially from the project site to surrounding areas. 
The predominance of fine-grained sandy clay and gravelly clay beneath the site generally results in 
very low groundwater yields to wells, and migration of the groundwater is limited due to the clayey 
and fine-grained nature of the soil and bedrock. Although wells within 1 mile of the site are used for 
domestic or agricultural water supply, the on-site wells generally do not produce adequate amounts 
of water for domestic, industrial or municipal water supplies (Anderson Consulting Group 1995). 

7. Project Background 
The Laytonville Landfill was a Class III facility with a maximum permitted capacity of 130,000 cubic 
yards of refuse (California Department of Resources, Recycling, and Recovery [CalRecycle] 2024). 
The landfill was closed between July 1997 and May 1998 and cover was placed over the landfill. The 
cover was comprised of a foundation soil layer, a geotextile LFG migration layer, a geosynthetic clay 
liner (GCL) barrier layer, a geocomposite drainage layer, and a layer of vegetative soil. In 2001, the 
California Integrated Waste Management Board notified the Mendocino County Solid Waste 
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Division that the final cover construction did not comply with California Code of Regulations (CCR) 
Title 27 requirements and did not meet design specifications in the Final Closure Plan for the landfill 
that was approved by the California Integrated Waste Management Board. A subsequent stability 
analysis conducted by Geo-Logic Associates in 2002 concluded that the overall stability of the landfill 
met the stability analysis requirements specified in CCR Title 27. However, the evaluation found that 
the final cover was designed with a low-safety factor based on the geosynthetic components used 
to cover the landfill. 

Repairs to the final cover, since closure was completed, have included: 

 2006 and 2007 Southwestern and Western Slope Erosion Repairs. In 2006, a portion of the 
southwestern slope outside the limits of waste and below the access road was damaged by 
storm water runoff and erosion. This area was repaired with RSP. In 2007, a small portion of the 
western slope that was adjacent to Pond 1 above the access road and below the limits of waste 
was damaged by storm water runoff and erosion. This area was also repaired with RSP. 

 2011 Eastern Slope Repairs. In 2011, repairs were performed on the eastern, front face of the 
landfill to mitigate the effects of erosion and sloughing.1 This work included re-grading the 
slopes, constructing a rock-lined ditch at the toe of the slope, and installing a half-round 
corrugated metal pipe (CMP) mid-slope drain below an existing mid-slope drainage structure. As 
part of this work, the CMP half-rounds that were used as drainage ditches on the upper deck of 
the landfill were found to be full of sediment and were removed. 

 2015 Southwestern Slope Failure and 2017 Repairs. On Monday, December 21, 2015, 
approximately 5,510 square feet of the cover slid on the sloping southwesterly slope during 
heavy rainfall. According to the County (2015), the slide incorporated the vegetative soil layer 
and the underlying drainage geocomposite on top of the GCL barrier layer. The GCL barrier 
layer, underlying LFG geotextile, and underlying foundation layer were not affected by the slide. 
Repair of the slide was performed between July 10 and August 9, 2017, in accordance with plans 
that were prepared by the County and approved by the North Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (NCRWQCB). The repair included construction of a keyway at the toe of the slope; 
placement of a RSP buttress on the lower (steeper) portion of the slope outside the limits of 
refuse; and placement of a RSP facing layer between 18 inches and 2 feet in thickness on the 
upper (less steep) portion of the slope within the limits of the landfill. 

 2016 Eastern Slope Repairs and Subsequent Maintenance. In 2016, undermining of the lower 
CMP half-round on the eastern slope created a small blowout on the lower side of the culvert 
that was repaired by backfilling the area. A 2018 site inspection indicated that the length of the 
culvert was undermined due to piping in the sand that was used as bedding for the CMP. County 
observations also suggested that rodent activity may have contributed to the erosion and 
material loss under the CMP. Since 2018, eastern slope maintenance work has included placing 
temporary plastic sheeting to route water to the lower half-round culvert, filling rodent 
burrows, and filling voids below the lower culvert. 

In addition to the stability issues and subsequent repair work summarized above, County 
evaluations of the landfill have identified the following slope grading, settlement, drainage, 
seepage, and LFG conditions:  

 
1 Google Earth photographs indicate the slope was covered with plastic sheeting between 2003 and 2011. 
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 The height between existing stepped areas created on the southwestern slopes of the landfill 
exceed the 50-foot vertical spacing maximum allowed by CCR Title 27. The height exceedance is 
no more than 10 feet and occurs in a small area on the southwestern side of the landfill top 
deck. 

 The portion of western slope that was repaired with RSP has performed well since 2017, and 
evidence of potential instability has not been observed to date in this area. 

 Evidence of slope movement, such as shallow, hummocky soil near the toe of the slope and the 
presence of small tension cracks, has been observed on the west slope adjacent to the 2017 
repair.  

 Seepage has been observed intermittently on the eastern slope of the landfill. This seepage 
evaporates or is captured by the French drain at the toe of the slope. The source of the seepage 
is likely related to the infiltration of precipitation into the vegetative layer of the final cover, 
although it is possible that landfill leachate (if present) contributes to seepage near the toe of 
the slope. 

8. Project Description 
The County is proposing the project to improve final cover stability, while also addressing surface 
water drainage, LFG management, seepage, and long-term maintenance requirements identified at 
the Laytonville Landfill.  

All proposed repair work would be performed within the limits of the existing waste footprint and 
the final cover. The limits of the final cover repair work are shown in Figure 2. The landfill would 
remain closed and there would be no significant changes to current monitoring and maintenance 
procedures. There would be no new operations after project completion. The project would not 
substantially change the currently existing landfill grades. The small section of slope that exceeds 50 
vertical feet would be left in place, because stability analyses incorporated an additional 10 vertical 
feet and the calculated safety factors demonstrated compliance with Title 27 CCR Section 
21750(f)(5) stability requirements. Additionally, design drainage analyses concluded that reducing 
the slope height by re-grading would have no measurable effect on the amount of surface water 
runoff to be managed by the surface water drainage system. The drainage analyses also show that 
the project would have no effect on surface water drainage patterns or amounts compared to 
current conditions. The project would involve replacing approximately 185,000 square feet of the 
existing landfill cover and would include the following procedures:  

1. Dismantling and removing the existing surface water drainage system. 
2. Removing existing side slope final cover to the top of the foundation layer; the rock slope 

protection and vegetative cover soil would be stockpiled for reuse and the geosynthetic 
materials would be disposed of off-site.  

3. Preparing and compacting existing foundation layer soil to meet compaction requirements in 
accordance with American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) International standard 
D1557; seep and LFG collectors would be placed on the foundation layer before the overlying 
barrier, drainage, and protective cover soil is placed.  

4. Placing overlying low-density polyethylene, drainage materials, and protective cover soil; the 
drainage layer placed would discharge to toe drain collectors at the toe of slopes on the landfill 
site.  
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5. Reconstructing the surface water drainage system to include berm channel outlets and inlets, 
subsurface drains, and perimeter rock drainage swales. 

6. Installing LFG collectors below the final cover barrier layer and LFG vents and trench collection 
galleries; the LFG vents would be sealed with a low-density polyethylene layer.  

7. Relocating an existing perimeter LFG monitoring probe. 
8. Relocating an existing sedimentary piezometer. 
9. Hydroseeding final cover and installing fiber rolls and gravel bags for erosion control. 
10. Installing a new groundwater monitoring well. 

Most of the project activities would occur within the existing limits of refuse. The sedimentary 
piezometer, LFG monitoring probe, and groundwater monitoring well would be installed outside the 
existing limit of refuse, as shown in Figure 2.  

Project Construction 
Construction of the proposed project would take place for up to 10 hours a day from 7:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., five days a week (Monday through Friday) for approximately 16 weeks. Staging 
construction equipment and construction worker parking would be located at the borrow, stockpile, 
and staging area north of the project site as shown in Figure 2. The borrow, stockpile, and staging 
area would include 3.3 acres of disturbed area. Project construction within the limit of refuse, as 
shown in Figure 2, would disturb 3.86 acres. The maximum depth of ground disturbance over the 
majority of the project site would be approximately 4 feet. Installation of the LFG probe, 
piezometer, and groundwater monitoring well would involve minimal ground disturbance. The 
boreholes for the LFG probe and piezometer would be up to 25 feet deep, and the groundwater 
monitoring well would be up to 50 feet deep. The boreholes for these features would be a minimum 
of 4 inches in diameter and a maximum of 10 inches. Relocation of the LFG probe and installation of 
the new monitoring well and piezometer are expected to be performed concurrently with the cover 
repair work. No groundwater dewatering is anticipated for construction. Construction activities 
could require up to 12,500 cubic yards of fill soil which would be sourced from the on-site borrow, 
stockpile, and staging area. Additionally, the construction contractor would be required to submit a 
Fire Prevention Plan prior to commencement of project construction activities.  

9. Required Approvals 
The proposed project would require the following approvals and permits: 

 Approval by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors  
 Authority to Construct permit from the Mendocino County Air Quality Management District 

(MCAQMD) 
 Construction General Permit from the NCRWQCB 

The Mendocino County Department of Transportation is currently coordinating with NCRWQCB on 
the project. Additional review/approval of the project would be required by the NCRWQCB and 
CalRecycle.  
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10. California Native American Tribal Consultation 
On February 6, 2025, the County of Mendocino Assembly Bill (AB) 52 notification letters were sent 
via certified mail to Native American tribes who requested notification under AB 52. On April 14, 
2025, the County sent a second letter electronically to the Cloverdale Rancheria due to receipt of 
notice from the United States Postal Service that the original letter sent on February 6, 2025 had not 
been received by the tribe. Under AB 52, Native American tribes have 30 days to respond and 
request further project information and request formal consultation. The County did not receive a 
request for formal consultation under AB 52. 
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 
This project would potentially affect the environmental factors checked below, involving at least 
one impact that is “Potentially Significant” or “Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” as 
indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

□ Aesthetics □ Agriculture and 
Forestry Resources 

□ Air Quality 

□ Biological Resources ■ Cultural Resources □ Energy 

□ Geology and Soils □ Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

□ Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

□ Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

□ Land Use and Planning □ Mineral Resources 

□ Noise □ Population and 
Housing 

□ Public Services 

□ Recreation □ Transportation ■ Tribal Cultural Resources 

□ Utilities and Service 
Systems 

□ Wildfire ■ Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

Determination 
Based on this initial evaluation: 

□ I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, 
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

■ I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions to the project have been 
made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will 
be prepared. 

□ I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

□ I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “less than 
significant with mitigation incorporated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 
(1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis 
as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it 
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 
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Environmental Checklist 
1 Aesthetics 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code 
Section 21099, would the project:     

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a 
scenic vista? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? □ □ □ ■ 

c. In non-urbanized areas, substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are those 
that are experienced from a publicly 
accessible vantage point). If the project is 
in an urbanized area, would the project 
conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? □ □ ■ □ 

d. Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare that would adversely affect daytime 
or nighttime views in the area? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
The project site is located in the eastern area of Laytonville, an area in north-central Mendocino 
County. The site’s surroundings are made up of hillsides to the north, the Laytonville Rancheria 
managed by the Cahto Tribe of Laytonville Rancheria approximately 350 feet east and 30 feet south 
of the project site, and land used for cattle grazing to the west of the project site. Single-family 
residences are located approximately 750 feet north of the project site. The project site is set back 
several hundred feet from Branscomb Road but is intermittently visible to motorists travelling along 
stretches of Branscomb Road west and northwest of the site. The landfill site’s variable topography 
is covered by annual grasses and shrubs, drainage pipes and rock lined swales. There are substantial 
stands of trees that provide visual screening along the north, east, and southern sides of the landfill 
property. 
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

The project would not result in any visual changes to the existing landfill or surrounding property. 
The project site is currently a closed landfill and would remain so during and after construction. 
While construction activities and equipment could be temporarily visible from the western side of 
the project site, this impact would be temporary in nature and the existing view of the site would be 
restored following project completion. The Mendocino County General Plan includes a discussion of 
scenic resources within the county, such as forested areas, state and county parks, and the coast. 
The project site is not within any of these areas and the project would not involve structures or 
major changes in topography that would change or block public views through or over the site. The 
site is approximately 3 miles from the nearest County Park and approximately 10 miles from Admiral 
William Standley State Recreation Area. The site is not visible from either of these locations and 
activities on the project site would not have any effect on scenic vistas or resources visible from 
these parks or other public viewpoints. There would be no impact on scenic vistas. 

NO IMPACT 

b. Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, 
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

There are no scenic highways or historic buildings within or near the project. The closest designated 
State Scenic Highway is a portion of State Route 49, which is approximately 131 miles east of the 
project site (California Department of Transportation [Caltrans] 2018). The nearest eligible 
designated highway is State Route 1 which is approximately 15 miles west of the project site 
(Caltrans 2018). The project site is not visible from either of these roadways. There are no scenic 
resources, such as scenic trees, rock outcroppings, or historic buildings on the site that would be 
damaged by the project. No impact would occur.  

NO IMPACT 

c. Would the project, in non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character 
or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are 
experienced from a publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, 
would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic 
quality? 

The project would not result in permanent visual changes to the project site. The project is located 
in a non-urbanized area.2 The project would involve temporary construction activities on the site; 
however, the site is set back from Branscomb Road and is generally only visible from the western 
side of the site. All other views of the site are screened by trees. Motorists travelling along 

 
2 CEQA Guidelines Section 21071 defines an urbanized area as: An incorporated city that has either: 
a. A population of at least 100,000 persons, or 
b. A population of less than 100,000 persons if the population of that city and not more than two contiguous incorporated cities 

combined equals at least 100,000 persons. 
Or An unincorporated area that is either: 
a. Completely surrounded by one or more incorporated cities and both of the following criteria are met: 

i. The population of the unincorporated area and the population of the surrounding incorporated city or cities equals at least 
100,000 persons 

ii. The population density of the unincorporated area at least equals the population density of the surrounding city or cities. 
b. Located within an urban growth boundary and has an existing residential population of at least 5,000 persons per square mile. 
Laytonville is a census-designated place within unincorporated Mendocino County that does not meet either of these definitions and is 
therefore considered a non-urbanized area.  
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Branscomb Road could see construction activities and equipment associated with the project; 
however, the addition of construction equipment would not significantly alter the existing visual 
character on-site as this would be a temporary change in the views on site and the existing view of 
the project site would be restored after project completion. No permanent substantial change to 
the existing visual character or public views of the site and its surroundings would occur as a result 
of the project. Impacts would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

d. Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect 
daytime or nighttime views in the area? 

The project does not include new night lighting or sources of glare. The landfill would remain closed 
following project completion and no permanent changes to light and glare conditions would occur 
on the project site. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, 
or Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on maps prepared 
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural 
use or a Williamson Act contract? □ □ □ ■ 

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)); 
timberland (as defined by Public Resources 
Code Section 4526); or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by 
Government Code Section 51104(g))? □ □ □ ■ 

d. Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? □ □ □ ■ 

e. Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location 
or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
The project site has a Mendocino General Plan designation of Public Lands and a zoning designation 
of PF, where landfill operations are permitted. According to the California Department of 
Conservation (DOC), the project site is on grazing land (DOC 2022); however, it is not currently used 
for grazing. Additionally, there is no active prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of 
statewide importance directly adjacent to the project site. The site is surrounded by grazing land, 
urban and built-up land, and land classified as “other” (DOC 2022). Land to the west of the project 
site classified as grazing land is currently used for cattle grazing.  
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland), as shown on maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

b. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act 
contract? 

c. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined 
in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)); timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code 
Section 4526); or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code 
Section 51104(g))? 

d. Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

e. Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion 
of forest land to non-forest use? 

The project would have no impact on agricultural or forest land. The project site has a Mendocino 
General Plan designation of Public Lands and a zoning designation of PF where landfill operations 
are permitted. Therefore, the project would not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use. 
According to the DOC, there is no Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance on or adjacent to the site (DOC 2022). Furthermore, the site is not enrolled in a current 
Williamson Act Contract, and there is no timberland or forest land on the site. In addition, since the 
project would only involve improvements to the final cover stability of a landfill on the project site, 
no agricultural land, grazing activities, or land under a Williamson Act surrounding the project site 
would be impacted. Therefore, the project would result in no impact to agriculture, forest land, or 
forestry resources.  

NO IMPACT 
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3 Air Quality 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation 
of the applicable air quality plan? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal 
or state ambient air quality standard? □ □ ■ □ 

c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? □ □ ■ □ 

d. Result in other emissions (such as those 
leading to odors) adversely affecting a 
substantial number of people? □ □ ■ □ 

Setting 
The air quality analysis is based on California Emissions Estimator Modeling (CalEEMod) results 
obtained by Rincon Consultants Inc. (Rincon) in March 2025. These results are saved in Appendix A 
of this Initial Study.  

Overview of Air Pollution 

The federal Clean Air Act (CAA) and California (CAA) mandate the control and reduction of certain 
air pollutants. Under these laws, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) have established the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) and California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) for “criteria pollutants” and other 
pollutants. Some pollutants are emitted directly from a source (e.g., vehicle tailpipe, an exhaust 
stack of a factory) into the atmosphere, including carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds 
(VOC)/reactive organic gases (ROG),3 nitrogen oxides (NOX), particulate matter with diameters of 10 
microns or less (PM10) and 2.5 microns or less (PM2.5), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and lead. Other 
pollutants are created indirectly through chemical reactions in the atmosphere, such as ozone, 
which is created by atmospheric chemical and photochemical reactions primarily between ROG and 
NOX. Secondary pollutants include oxidants, ozone, and sulfate and nitrate particulates (smog). 

Air pollutant emissions are generated primarily by stationary and mobile sources. Stationary sources 
can be divided into two major subcategories: 

 
3 CARB defines VOCs and ROGs similarly as, “any compound of carbon excluding carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, carbonic acid, metallic 
carbides or carbonates, and ammonium carbonate,” with the exception that VOCs are compounds that participate in atmospheric 
photochemical reactions. For the purposes of this analysis, ROGs and VOCs are considered comparable in terms of mass emissions, and 
the term ROGs is used in this Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration. 
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 Point sources occur at a specific location and are often identified by an exhaust vent or stack. 
Examples include boilers or combustion equipment that produce electricity or generate heat.  

 Area sources are widely distributed and include such sources as residential and commercial 
water heaters, painting operations, lawn mowers, agricultural fields, landfills, and some 
consumer products.  

Mobile sources refer to emissions from motor vehicles, including tailpipe and evaporative 
emissions, and can also be divided into two major subcategories: 

 On-road sources that may be legally operated on roadways and highways 
 Off-road sources include aircraft, ships, trains, and self-propelled construction equipment.  

Air pollutants can also be generated by the natural environment, such as when high winds suspend 
fine dust particles. 

Air Quality Standards and Attainment 
The project site is located in the Mendocino County Air Basin, which is under the jurisdiction 
MCAQMD. As the local air quality management agency, the MCAQMD is required to monitor air 
pollutant levels to ensure that the NAAQS and CAAQS are met and, if they are not met, to develop 
strategies to meet the standards. Depending on whether the standards are met or exceeded, the 
Mendocino County Air Basin is classified as being in “attainment” or “nonattainment.” In areas 
designated as nonattainment for one or more air pollutants, a cumulative air quality impact exists 
for those air pollutants, and the human health impacts associated with these criteria pollutants, 
presented in Table 1, are already occurring in that area as part of the environmental baseline 
condition. Under California law, air districts are required to prepare a plan for air quality 
improvement for pollutants for which the district is in non-compliance. The Mendocino County Air 
Basin is designated a nonattainment area for state PM10 and national PM 2.5 standards (MCAQMD 
2005, CARB 2024) The nonattainment status of the Mendocino County Air Basin is a result of several 
factors, such as wildfires, residential wood burning, unpaved roads and construction activities.  

Table 1 Health Effects Associated with Non-Attainment Criteria Pollutants 
Pollutant Adverse Effects 

Suspended particulate 
matter (PM10) 

(1) Excess deaths from short-term and long-term exposures; (2) excess seasonal declines in 
pulmonary function, especially in children; (3) asthma exacerbation and possibly induction; (4) 
adverse birth outcomes including low birth weight; (5) increased infant mortality; (6) 
increased respiratory symptoms in children such as cough and bronchitis; and (7) increased 
hospitalization for both cardiovascular and respiratory disease (including asthma). 

Source: United States Environmental Protection Agency 2016 

Air Quality Management 

Because the Mendocino County Air Basin currently exceeds the state PM10 standards, MCAQMD is 
required to implement strategies to reduce pollutant levels to achieve attainment of the NAAQS and 
CAAQS. MCAQMD adopted the Particulate Matter Attainment Plan in January 2005. The Particulate 
Matter Attainment Plan includes recommended control measures to reduce emissions of particulate 
matter.  
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 

The project would not conflict with an applicable air quality plan. The MCAQMD Particulate Matter 
Attainment Plan includes recommended control measures to reduce emissions of PM10, including 
Measure A.2 that requires permits for projects that will disturb over 1 acre of land (MCAQMD 2005). 
The project would be required to comply with this measure and obtain a permit for grading and 
construction activities. The proposed project would not involve operational changes that would 
involve emissions of PM10 or other pollutants as the landfill would remain closed after project 
completion. Therefore, the project would not conflict with any air quality plan and impacts would be 
less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

b. Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard? 

c. Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Table 2 lists the MCAQMD significance thresholds for air pollutants.  

Table 2 MCAQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds 

Pollutant 
Operation Thresholds 

(Average Daily Emissions in Pounds per Day) 
Construction Thresholds 

(Average Daily Emissions in Pounds per Day) 

NOX 42 54 

ROG1 180 54 

PM10 82 82 

PM2.5 54 54 

SOX N/A N/A 

CO 125 TPY N/A 

NOX= nitrous oxides; ROG = reactive organic gases; PM10 = particulate matter with a diameter of 10 microns or less; PM2.5 = particulate 
matter with a diameter of 2.5 microns or less; SOx = sulfur oxide; CO = carbon monoxide; TPY = tons per year 
1 ROGs are formed during combustion and evaporation of organic solvents. ROGs are also referred to as VOCs.  

Source: Mendocino County Air Quality Management District 2010 

Rincon estimated construction and operational emissions associated with the project using project-
specific information input into CalEEMod. For modeling, it was assumed that the project would not 
increase operational emissions of LFGs. The project would install seven new LFG vents to 
supplement the existing 12 vents; the purpose of these is to prevent condensate buildup by 
providing a flow path for LFG condensation on the bottom of the geomembrane to migrate 
downslope to the toe drain collectors, where it would be removed and managed as leachate. The 
collectors are also designed to provide a pathway for LFG to migrate upward to the collection trench 
and supplemental at the top of the geomembrane, where it vents through the new passive vents. If 
the existing system is operating efficiently, the supplemental vents should have no net effect on 
emissions (Mitchell 2025).  
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Full air quality modeling results are included in Appendix A. Table 3 summarizes the estimated 
annual construction and decommissioning emissions by construction phase. Most particulate matter 
emissions are fugitive emissions.  

Table 3 Maximum Daily Construction and Operational Emissions 

Phase 

Emissions (Average Daily Emissions in Pounds per Day) 

ROG NOX CO SOX PM10 PM2.5 

Construction Emissions <1 3.18 3.80 <1 <1 <1 

Construction Significance Threshold 54 54 N/A N/A 82 54 

Exceed Significance Threshold? No No No N/A No No 

Operational Emissions <1 0 0 0 0 0 

Operational Significance Threshold 180 42 125 TPY1 N/A 82 54 

Exceed Significance Threshold? No No No N/A No No 

CO = carbon monoxide; NOX= nitrous oxides; ROG = reactive organic gases; PM10 = particulate matter with a diameter of 10 microns or 
less; PM2.5 = particulate matter with a diameter of 2.5 microns or less; SOx = sulfur oxide; TPY = tons per year 
1 CO operational threshold is only measured in tons per year. 

Notes: Rounded values shown; columns may not total exactly. See Appendix A for calculations. Bold numbers indicate an exceedance 
of applicable thresholds. 

Source: Appendix A, California Emissions Estimator Model Results 

As shown in Table 3 and in Appendix A, both construction and operational emissions would not 
exceed any MCAQMD significance thresholds for criteria air pollutants. The project would also be 
required to obtain a grading permit from MCAQMD that would ensure fugitive dust emissions 
during construction are minimized through standard permit requirements. Regarding toxic air 
contaminants, the project would continue to implement existing environmental landfill controls 
following project completion such as LFG management through several gas vents installed within 
the landfill area that would minimize the potential for emissions. The project would not alter the 
existing state of the landfill as it would remain closed following project completion. As stated above, 
with the installation of new vents, if the existing system is operating efficiently, the supplemental 
vents would have no net effect on emissions (Mitchell 2025). Therefore, the project would not 
violate air quality standards, contribute substantially to existing or projected violations, result in a 
net increase of a criteria pollutant for which the region is in non-attainment, or expose sensitive 
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. Impacts would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

d. Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting 
a substantial number of people? 

The MCAQMD does not have adopted thresholds for construction-related odors (MCAQMD 2010). 
Construction-related odors would be temporary and located several hundred feet from the nearest 
residences and would therefore not be significant. The project would not involve changes to the 
operational status of the landfill, as it would remain closed following project construction. As such 
there would be no change in operational odors on the project site. Overall, impacts would be less 
than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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4 Biological Resources 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or 
by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? □ □ □ ■ 

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on state 
or federally protected wetlands (including, 
but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, 
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means? □ □ ■ □ 

d. Interfere substantially with the movement 
of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? □ □ ■ □ 

e. Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance? □ □ □ ■ 

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? □ □ □ ■ 
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Setting 
The inactive landfill has been closed for approximately 26 years and is monitored and maintained in 
accordance with current permits and regulations. In December 2024, Rincon performed a desktop 
literature review to determine the potential presence of sensitive biological resources, including 
special-status plant and wildlife species, sensitive vegetation communities, potentially jurisdictional 
wetlands or waters of the U.S. and state, and nesting habitat for native birds. In addition, a field 
reconnaissance survey was performed in December 2024 to document existing site conditions. The 
following summarizes the results of the analysis. 

Existing Conditions 
The project site is situated within a minimally developed area of Laytonville, where low-density 
residential housing has been constructed approximately 750 feet north of the site and county 
facilities are located approximately 0.15 mile east-northeast of the project site. The project site is 
bounded to the west by a large expanse of undeveloped open land dominated by annual grassland 
interspersed with small patches of forest, and immediately to the south by Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii) forest. The Douglas fir forest continues to the east but becomes less dense, and 
hardwood species (i.e., Quercus sp.) become more prevalent around the eastern boundary of the 
site. Immediately to the north of the project site is an open area currently being used as a borrow, 
stockpile, and staging area, dominated by non-native annual grasses and forbs, with some shrubs 
interspersed sporadically. A large, graveled area with non-native grasses and forbs and soil 
stockpiles are also present in the proposed borrow, stockpile, and staging area. This area was 
included in the December 2024 field survey.  

The project site is also dominated by non-native annual grasses and forbs, along with very few shrub 
species. The project site is completely fenced with the borrow, stockpile, and staging area located 
outside the fence. There is a small sediment pond just outside the southwestern corner of the 
project site that contains emergent vegetation (i.e., Typha sp.), as well as a larger sediment pond 
just outside the northwest corner of the site that also contains emergent vegetation. A third, 
smaller sediment pond is situated outside of the eastern boundary of the project site; however, this 
and the larger pond to the northwest were not accessible at the time of the survey and are outside 
the project area. A list of plant species observed during the field survey is provided in Table 4 below. 
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Table 4 Plant Species Observed During the Field Survey 
Scientific Name Common Name 

Arctostaphylos sp. manzanita 

*Avena sp. wild oat 

Baccharis sp. coyote brush 

*Brassica sp. mustard 

*Briza minor little quaking grass 

*Bromus diandrus ripgut brome 

*Carduus pycnocephalus Italian thistle 

*Centaurea solstitialis yellow star-thistle 

*Conium maculatum poison hemlock 

*Elymus caput-medusae medusahead 

*Erodium cicutarium common stork’s bill 

*Festuca perennis Italian ryegrass 

Mentha sp. mint 

*Phalaris aquatica Harding grass 

Quercus kelloggii California black oak 

Quercus wislizeni (shrub) interior live oak 

*Rubus armeniacus Himalayan blackberry 

Rumex sp. dock 

*Taraxacum officinale dandelion 

*Denotes non-native species 

Although there are relatively intact natural habitats surrounding the project site and the borrow, 
stockpile, and staging area, the project site itself offers little value for special-status wildlife species. 
In addition, because the site is fenced, there is a barrier to movement for most terrestrial species 
that may otherwise move through the site or use it periodically for cover, breeding, or foraging 
purposes. The project site and borrow, stockpile, and staging area are likely to support several 
native bird species during the breeding season, mesocarnivores, such as gray foxes (Urocyon 
cinereoargenteus), and other small mammals such as California ground squirrels (Otospermophilus 
beecheyi) and rabbits (Sylvilagus sp. and Lepus sp.). Wildlife species observed during the field survey 
are included in Table 5 below. 

Table 5 Wildlife Species Observed During the Field Survey 
Scientific Name Common Name 

Canis latrans coyote (scat) 

Cathartes aura turkey vulture 

Corvus corax common raven 
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Special-status plant and wildlife species present or potentially present within or adjacent to the 
project site were initially identified through a desktop literature review using the following sources:  

 United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation Trust 
Resource Report (USFWS 2024a) 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database (CDFW 
2024a) 

 California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants 
(CNPS 2024a) 

 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil 
Survey (2024) 

 USFWS Critical Habitat Portal (USFWS 2024b) 
 USFWS National Wetland Inventory Wetland Mapper (USFWS 2024c) 
 CDFW Biogeographic Information and Observation System (CDFW 2024b) 
 CDFW Special Animals List (CDFW 2024c) 

The California Natural Diversity Database and CNPS database searches included the 7.5-minute 
USGS Cahto Peak quadrangle and surrounding eight quadrangles (referred to as a nine-quad 
search). The Information for Planning and Consultation search included the project site and a 2-mile 
buffer surrounding the project site. Following a review of these resources, Rincon also reviewed 
relevant life history information on those species documented as occurring in the region, including 
habitat type, soils, and elevation preferences.  

The vegetation community characterizations for this analysis were based on the classification 
systems presented in A Manual of California Vegetation, Online Edition (MCV Online; CNPS 2024b).  

The potential for wildlife movement corridors was evaluated based on the California Essential 
Habitat Connectivity Project commissioned by the Caltrans and CDFW (Spencer et al. 2010). 

For the purposes of this analysis, special-status species include: 

 Species listed as threatened or endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act, including 
proposed and candidate species 

 Species listed as candidate, threatened, or endangered under the California Endangered Species 
Act  

 Species designated as Fully Protected by the California Fish and Game Code, and Species of 
Special Concern by CDFW 

 CNPS California Rare Plant Ranks 1A, 1B, 2A and 2B 

No sensitive vegetation communities or special-status plant or wildlife species were observed on the 
project site during the field survey; however, two man-made, rock-lined upland swales were 
observed during the field survey. One originates at the top of the hill in roughly the center of the 
site and serves to collect and funnel water during rain events southwest toward the sediment pond 
in the southwest corner of the site. The other is located in the northeastern corner of the site and 
funnels water to the east toward another sediment pond during rain events. 
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No special-status plant or wildlife species were observed or audibly detected during the field survey 
in December 2024. A review of the Mendocino County General Plan did not identify any habitat on 
site for special-status plant or wildlife species. The desktop literature review identified 24 special-
status wildlife species and 58 special-status plant species known to occur within the nine-quad/2-mile 
search radius of the project site. None of these have a moderate or greater potential to occur within 
the project site due to a lack of suitable habitat on or adjacent to the site, a lack of documented 
occurrences in the vicinity of the project site, or the site is outside the species’ known range. 
Although there are documented occurrences of two special-status plant species that overlap the 
project site, they are from 1902 and 1926, and the high level of disturbance and dense cover of non-
native vegetation associated with the existing landfill likely precludes special-status plants from 
occurring on the site and in the borrow, stockpile, and staging area. Special-status plant and wildlife 
species identified during the desktop review have a low potential to occur or are not expected to 
occur; therefore, there would be no substantial adverse effects to these species and impacts would 
be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

b. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

The landfill site is inactive and would remain inactive after the project is complete. No native or 
otherwise undisturbed habitats are present on the project site or in the borrow, stockpile, and 
staging area, including riparian areas or sensitive natural communities, and the site is expected to 
return to the same condition it was in prior to implementation of the project. The proposed project 
would not alter the existing footprint of the landfill or involve new development. The proposed 
project would not result in impacts to riparian habitat or sensitive vegetation communities; 
therefore, there would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 

c. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means?  

As described above under Setting, two man-made, rock-lined, drainage swales were observed in the 
project site during the field survey. Both of these drainage swales were created during the initial 
closing and covering of the landfill and do not connect to other creeks, streams, rivers or other 
drainages. There is no visible bed or bank in either feature, nor is there an ordinary high water mark. 
They are both vegetated with primarily non-native species. Material from these features may be 
temporarily removed and stockpiled during construction; however, the material would be replaced 
after repair of the landfill cover and these features would continue to serve as drainage swales to 
collect and funnel water to the toe of the slopes and their respective sediment ponds after 
construction is complete. There are no wetlands on the project site or in the borrow, stockpile, and 
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staging area. Therefore, the project would not have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands, and the impact would be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

d. Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

Wildlife movement corridors, or habitat linkages, are generally defined as connections between 
habitat patches that allow for physical and genetic exchange between otherwise isolated animal 
populations. The project site is completely fenced and therefore impedes movement for most 
wildlife species that may occur in the vicinity of the project. Wildlife species that do use the site are 
limited to those that are able to either climb the fence, go through the fence, or dig under it, as well 
as avian species that can fly over it. The borrow, stockpile, and staging area is located outside of the 
fence, and therefore offers more opportunities for resident wildlife species to move around the 
project site to access habitats adjacent to the site.  

During project activities, wildlife use of the site would be expected to temporarily decrease due to 
increased levels of human activity, noise, and vibration; however, the present condition of the site 
would not change substantially after the project is complete, and these species could return to using 
the site in the same manner as they were prior to implementation of the project. The project site is 
not considered a native wildlife nursery site or established native resident or migratory wildlife 
corridor by CDFW or other agency or jurisdiction and is not considered an essential connectivity 
area under the California Essential Habitat Connectivity Project. Similarly, the project site is mapped 
as having a “limited connectivity opportunity” by the California Essential Habitat Connectivity 
Project. Temporary effects due to noise and increased human activity during project construction 
would not substantially interfere with wildlife movement patterns over time or affect the ability of 
these species to forage or reproduce. Therefore, impacts to wildlife movement and wildlife nursery 
sites would be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

e. Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

The landfill site is inactive and would remain inactive after the project is complete. No trees would 
be removed as part of the project and there are no local ordinances protecting biological resources 
on the site. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources. 

NO IMPACT 

f. Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

The project site and borrow, stockpile, and staging area are not included in a habitat conservation 
plan, natural community conservation plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan areas. Therefore, the project would not conflict with the provisions of such plans 
and no impact would occur. 

NO IMPACT 
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5 Cultural Resources 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     
a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of a historical resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? □ ■ □ □ 

c. Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries? □ □ ■ □ 

This section provides an analysis of the project’s impacts on cultural resources, including historical 
and archaeological resources as well as human remains. CEQA requires a lead agency to determine 
whether a project may have a significant effect on historical resources (Public Resources Code [PRC] 
Section 21084.1). A historical resource is a resource listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing 
in, the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR); a resource included in a local register of 
historical resources; or any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript a lead 
agency determines to be historically significant (CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5[a][1-3]). 

A resource is considered historically significant if it:  

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
California’s history and cultural heritage; 

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 
3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or 

represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or 
4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.  

In addition, if it can be demonstrated that a project would cause damage to a unique archaeological 
resource, the lead agency may require reasonable efforts be made to permit any or all of these 
resources to be preserved in place or left in an undisturbed state. To the extent that resources 
cannot be left undisturbed, mitigation measures are required (PRC Section 21083.2[a-b]). PRC 
Section 21083.2(g) defines a unique archaeological resource as an archaeological artifact, object, or 
site about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely adding to the current body of 
knowledge, there is a high probability that it:  

1. Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and that there is 
a demonstrable public interest in that information; 

2. Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best available 
example of its type; or 

3. Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or 
person. 
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Methodology and Results of Cultural Resources Assessment Report 
In 2025, Rincon completed a Cultural Resources Assessment (CRA) of the project site, which is 
included as Appendix B. The CRA included a cultural resources records search of the California 
Historical Resources Information System at the Northwest Information Center (NWIC) housed at 
Sonoma State University, a Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
search, and a desktop archaeological review. Rincon also conducted a pedestrian survey of the 
project borrow, stockpile, and staging area as part of the study (Appendix B). 

The NWIC records search was performed to identify previously conducted cultural resources 
studies, as well as previously recorded cultural resources within the project site and a 0.5-mile 
radius surrounding it. The records search included a review of available records at the NWIC as well 
as the National Register of Historic Places, CRHR, California Historical Landmarks list, Built 
Environment Resources Directory, California State Historic Property Data File, and Archaeological 
Determinations of Eligibility list. The NWIC records search identified seven cultural resources studies 
conducted within a 0.5-mile radius of the project site, none of which overlap or are located within 
the project site. The NWIC search identified three previously recorded cultural resources within 0.5 
mile of the project site including two precontact Native American archaeological resources and one 
multicomponent (precontact Native American and historic-period) archaeological resource. None of 
the resources are located within or immediately adjacent to the project site. No cultural resources 
were identified within or immediately adjacent to the project site (Appendix B).  

Rincon requested a search of the SLF from the NAHC to identify the potential for cultural resources 
within the project site and to obtain contact information for Native Americans groups or individuals 
who may have knowledge of resources within the project site. The SLF search was returned with 
negative results, which indicates no sacred lands have been reported in the vicinity of the project 
site.  

As part of its AB 52 consultation process, which is further detailed in Section 18, Tribal Cultural 
Resources, the County prepared and sent letters to Cloverdale Rancheria, Manchester-Point Arena 
Band of Pomo Indians, Pinoleville Pomo Nation, Potter Valley Rancheria, Redwood Valley Little River 
Band of Pomo Indians (Redwood Valley Rancheria), Sherwood Valley of Pomo Indians, Middletown 
Rancheria of Pomo Indians and Cahto Tribe on February 6 ,2025, requesting consultation. The 
County received one response via email from the Middletown Rancheria Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer stating that the project is outside the tribe’s area of concern. The results of consultation are 
summarized in Section 18, Tribal Cultural Resources. No known sacred sites or tribal cultural 
resources have been specifically identified within the project site. 

Question (a) below in the Impact Analysis broadly refers to historical resources. To more clearly 
differentiate between archaeological and built environment resources, the analysis under Question 
(a) is limited to built environment resources. Archaeological resources, including those that may be 
considered historical resources pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 and those that may be 
considered unique archaeological resources pursuant to PRC Section 21083.2, are considered under 
Question (b). 
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? 

No built environment resources were identified within or immediately adjacent to the project site as 
a result of the NWIC records search and field survey (see Appendix B). Therefore, the project would 
not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource, and no impact 
would occur. 

NO IMPACT 

b. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

No prehistoric or historic-period archaeological resources were identified within the project site as a 
result of the NWIC records search, NAHC SLF search, or field survey (see Appendix B). Based on the 
existing conditions at the project site and the findings of the CRA, the project site has low to no 
potential to support intact archaeological deposits due to previous disturbances. As such, the 
potential for encountering intact archaeological deposits that may qualify as historical resources 
pursuant to CEQA is low (Appendix B). However, unanticipated discoveries during project 
implementation remain a possibility. If a previously unknown archaeological resource is 
encountered during construction, the project would potentially cause a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure CR-1 would be required to reduce impacts to a less-than-
significant level. 

Mitigation Measure 

CR-1 Unexpected Discovery of Archaeological Resources  
In the event that archaeological resources are unexpectedly encountered during ground-disturbing 
activities, work in the immediate area should be halted and an archaeologist meeting the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for Archaeology should be contacted to 
evaluate the find. If the find is Native American in origin, a Native American representative should 
also be contacted to participate in the evaluation of the find. If necessary, the evaluation may 
require preparation of a treatment plan and archaeological testing for CRHR eligibility. If the 
discovery proves to be eligible for the CRHR and cannot be avoided by the modified project, 
additional work, such as data recovery excavation, may be warranted to mitigate significant impacts 
to historical resources. 

Significance after Mitigation 
Mitigation Measure CR-1 would minimize the potential for impacts related to unexpected 
discoveries of archaeological resources to occur through the implementation of appropriate 
procedures for evaluation and treatment, should any discoveries be made during construction. 
Therefore, implementation of Mitigation Measure CR-1 would reduce impacts to archaeological 
resources to a less-than-significant level. 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED 
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c. Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries? 

No known human remains have been documented within the project site or the immediate vicinity 
(Appendix B). While the project site is unlikely to contain human remains, the potential for the 
recovery of human remains during ground-disturbing activities is always a possibility. If human 
remains are found, existing regulations outlined in California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 
state no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of 
origin and disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. In the event of an unanticipated discovery 
of human remains, the County Coroner must be notified immediately. If the human remains are 
determined to be prehistoric or Native American in origin, the Coroner will notify the NAHC, which 
will determine and notify a most likely descendant. The most likely descendant shall complete the 
inspection of the site within 48 hours of being granted access and provide recommendations as to 
the treatment of the remains to the landowner. Therefore, with adherence to existing regulations, 
impacts to human remains would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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6 Energy 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Result in a potentially significant 
environmental impact due to wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption 
of energy resources, during project 
construction or operation? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local 
plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency? □ □ ■ □ 

Setting 
Electricity is primarily consumed in the built environment for lighting, appliances, heating and 
cooling systems, fireplaces, and other uses such as alternative fuel vehicles. The project site 
currently does not use electricity as it is a closed landfill and there is no electrical utility 
infrastructure serving the project site.  

Petroleum fuels are primarily consumed by on-road and off-road equipment in addition to some 
industrial processes, with California being the eighth largest petroleum-producing state in the 
nation in 2024 (United States Energy Information Administration 2025). Gasoline, which is used by 
light-duty cars, pickup trucks, and sport utility vehicles, is the most used transportation fuel in 
California with 13,576 million gallons sold in 2023 (California Energy Commission 2024). Diesel, 
which is used primarily by heavy duty-trucks, delivery vehicles, buses, trains, ships, boats and 
barges, farm equipment, and heavy-duty construction and military vehicles, is the second most used 
fuel in California with 2,316 million gallons sold in 2023 (California Energy Commission 2024).  

Energy consumption is directly related to environmental quality in that the consumption of 
nonrenewable energy resources releases criteria air pollutant and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
into the atmosphere. The environmental impacts of air pollutant and GHG emissions associated with 
the Project’s energy consumption are discussed in detail in Section 3, Air Quality, and Section 8, 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, respectively. 
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project result in a potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or 
operation? 

b. Would the project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency? 

The proposed project consists of landfill cover repairs. Project construction would take place for 
approximately 16 weeks and would result in a temporary usage of energy by earthmoving 
equipment. However, earthmoving activities would be required to comply with the provisions of 
CCR Title 13 Sections 2449 and 2485, which prohibit diesel-fueled commercial motor vehicles and 
off-road diesel vehicles from idling for more than five minutes and would minimize unnecessary fuel 
consumption. In addition, equipment would be subject to the USEPA Construction Equipment Fuel 
Efficiency Standard, which would also minimize inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary fuel 
consumption. Additionally, because the landfill would remain closed after project construction, 
there would be no substantial change in operational energy use on the project site. Therefore, the 
proposed project would not result in a wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy 
resources and would not conflict with plans for renewable energy or energy efficiency. This impact 
would be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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7 Geology and Soils 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Directly or indirectly cause potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:     
1. Rupture of a known earthquake 

fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or 
based on other substantial evidence 
of a known fault? □ □ ■ □ 

2. Strong seismic ground shaking? □ □ ■ □ 
3. Seismic-related ground failure, 

including liquefaction? □ □ ■ □ 

4. Landslides? □ □ ■ □ 
b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the 

loss of topsoil? □ □ ■ □ 
c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that 

is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse? □ □ ■ □ 

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined 
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial direct 
or indirect risks to life or property? □ □ ■ □ 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of wastewater? □ □ □ ■ 

f. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? □ □ □ ■ 
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Setting 
This analysis is partially based on the Hydrology and Drainage Report prepared by SWT Engineering 
in January 2025, which is included as Appendix C of this Initial Study.  

Geology and Soils 

The Laytonville Landfill is located within the northern Coastal Mountain Range geomorphic 
province. The landfill site and vicinity are underlain by the Cretaceous age (65 to 190 million years 
Before Present) Franciscan Formation, Plio Pleistocene age (11,000 to 3,000,000 years before 
present) continental terrace deposits, and by Holocene age (present to 11,000 years Before Present) 
alluvial deposits (Appendix C). The Franciscan Formation underlies the entire site and consists of a 
tectonic melange comprised of sandstone, shale and metavolcanic greenstones, and cherts. These 
rock units are highly sheared and weathered and tend to have very low porosity. Continental terrace 
deposits overlie the older Franciscan Formation and consist of poorly sorted, moderately to highly 
consolidated silty conglomerate, clayey sand, sandy clay, and silty clay. Alluvial deposits locally 
overlie both the Franciscan Formation and continental terrace deposits within drainages on the site 
and consist of unconsolidated gravel, sand, silt, and clay. 

Earthquakes 
The project site is approximately 49 miles northeast of the San Andreas Fault. The nearest fault to 
the project site is the Maacama Fault which is approximately 1.5 miles southeast of the site (DOC 
2018). 

Liquefaction 
Liquefaction is a phenomenon where loose, saturated soils, such as silts, sands, and gravels, 
undergo a sudden loss of strength during earthquake shaking and change into a fluidlike state. 
Liquefaction is a serious hazard because buildings in areas that experience liquefaction may 
suddenly subside and suffer major structural damage and result in loss of life or injury. According to 
the DOC, the project site is not located in a liquefaction zone (DOC 2018).  

Landslides and Erosion 
Landslides are generally caused by earthquakes, erosion, and heavy rainfall. Most landslides occur 
naturally, but can be induced by excessive grading, poor drainage or groundwater withdrawal, or 
improper construction methods. According to the DOC, the project site is not located in a landslide 
zone (DOC 2018). 
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Impact Analysis 

a.1. Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the 
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other substantial evidence of a known fault? 

a.2. Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving strong seismic ground shaking? 

According to the DOC, the project site is not located in an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone, a 
liquefaction zone, or a landslide zone (DOC 2018). No new development would occur with the 
proposed project and the landfill would remain closed following project completion. Furthermore, 
while the project site could experience strong ground shaking from the nearby Maacama Fault, the 
final repair cover is designed to be stable under the potential level of ground motion. Additionally, 
because no habitable structures are on site or proposed to be built on-site, there would be minimal 
risk of loss, injury, or death from strong ground shaking on the project site Therefore, the proposed 
project would not directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk 
of loss, injury, or death. Impacts related to fault rupture and seismic ground shaking would be less 
than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

a.3. Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? 

c. Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse? 

d. Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform 
Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

As discussed above, the project site is not located within a liquefaction zone (DOC 2018). There 
would be no new structures developed under the project and the landfill would utilize the same soil 
currently on site for the proposed repairs. Because the proposed project would not introduce the 
use of any new soils, and the site is not within a liquefaction zone, the project would not result in 
impacts related to liquefaction or expansive soils. Additionally, there are no structures currently 
within the project site, nor are any proposed as part of the project; therefore, there would not be 
substantial risk to life or property on the project site as a result of the proposed project. Overall, 
impacts would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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a.4. Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving landslides? 

The project site is not within a landslide zone (DOC 2018). The proposed project would not change 
the disturbance footprint or result in the development of structures that would exacerbate the risk 
of landslides or erosion. Stability analyses show the reconstructed final cover would meet the 
stability requirements in Title 27 CCR and there are no adjacent natural slopes that could affect or 
be affected by the project. The project would not involve the construction of structures on the 
project site, so risk of loss, injury, or deaths due to landslides would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

b. Would the project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

The proposed project would not change the landfill footprint. The landfill currently includes a 
system of lined ditches and sediment basins to collect and convey surface runoff to minimize 
erosion and would continue to be in operation upon completion of landfill cover repairs. The project 
is subject to the Construction General permit that requires a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
that must include erosion and sediment control best management practices to be implemented 
during construction. Disturbed soil areas would be treated with erosion and sediment control best 
management practices upon conclusion of construction. Therefore, there would be no change in 
erosion potential on-site due to the proposed project and impacts would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

e. Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 

The project would not involve the use of new septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 
systems. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 

f. Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or 
unique geologic feature? 

The proposed project would not change the existing disturbance footprint of the landfill. Project 
construction could result in excavation of previously disturbed soils in the borrow, stockpile, and 
staging area adjacent to the landfill. Soils that would be disturbed or used as fill as part of the 
proposed project have been previously disturbed as part of the initial closure of the landfill. 
Therefore, the project would not damage or destroy previously undiscovered paleontological 
resources or geologic features. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, 
either directly or indirectly, that may 
have a significant impact on the 
environment? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse 
gases? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gases 

Climate change is the observed increase in the average temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere and 
oceans along with other substantial changes in climate (such as wind patterns, precipitation, and 
storms) over an extended period. The term “climate change” is often used interchangeably with the 
term “global warming,” but “climate change” is preferred to “global warming” because it helps 
convey that there are other changes in addition to rising temperatures. The baseline against which 
these changes are measured originates in historical records identifying temperature changes that 
have occurred in the past, such as during previous ice ages. The global climate is continuously 
changing, as evidenced by repeated episodes of substantial warming and cooling documented in the 
geologic record. The rate of change has typically been incremental, with warming or cooling trends 
occurring over the course of thousands of years. The past 10,000 years have been marked by a 
period of incremental warming, as glaciers have steadily retreated across the globe. However, 
scientists have observed acceleration in the rate of warming during the past 150 years. Pursuant to 
the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC; 2014), the understanding of 
anthropogenic warming and cooling influences on climate has led to a high confidence (95 percent 
or greater chance) that the global average net effect of human activities has been the dominant 
cause of warming since the mid-twentieth century (IPCC 2014). 

GHGs are gases that absorb and re-emit infrared radiation in the atmosphere. The gases that are 
widely seen as the principal contributors to human-induced climate change include carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxides (N2O), fluorinated gases such as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) and 
perfluorocarbons (PFC), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). Water vapor is excluded from the list of GHGs 
because it is short-lived in the atmosphere and its atmospheric concentrations are largely 
determined by natural processes, such as oceanic evaporation. 

GHGs are emitted by natural processes and human activities. Of these gases, CO2 and CH4 are 
emitted in the greatest quantities from human activities. Emissions of CO2 are largely by-products of 
fossil fuel combustion, whereas CH4 results from off-gassing associated with agricultural practices 
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and landfills. Observations of CO2 concentrations, globally averaged temperature, and sea level rise 
are generally well within the range of the extent of the earlier IPCC projections. The recently 
observed increases in CH4 and N2O concentrations are smaller than those assumed in the scenarios 
in previous assessments. Each IPCC assessment has used new projections of future climate change 
that have become more detailed as the models have become more advanced. 

Manmade GHGs, many of which have greater heat-absorption potential than CO2, include 
fluorinated gases and SF6 (California Environmental Protection Agency [CalEPA] 2006). Different 
types of GHGs have varying global warming potentials (GWP). The GWP of a GHG is the potential of 
a gas or aerosol to trap heat in the atmosphere over a specified timescale (generally, 100 years). 
Because GHGs absorb different amounts of heat, a common reference gas (CO2) is used to relate the 
amount of heat absorbed to the amount of the gas emissions, referred to as “carbon dioxide 
equivalent” (CO2e), and is the amount of a GHG emitted multiplied by its GWP. CO2 has a 100-year 
GWP of one. By contrast, CH4 has a GWP of 25, meaning its global warming effect is 25 times greater 
than CO2 on a molecule per molecule basis (IPCC 2007). 

The accumulation of GHGs in the atmosphere regulates the earth’s temperature. Without the 
natural heat trapping effect of GHGs, Earth’s surface would be about 34°C cooler. However, it is 
believed that emissions from human activities, particularly the consumption of fossil fuels for 
electricity production and transportation, have elevated the concentration of these gases in the 
atmosphere beyond the level of naturally occurring concentrations (CalEPA 2015). 

The vast majority of individual projects do not generate sufficient GHG emissions to influence 
climate change directly, but physical changes caused by a project can contribute incrementally to 
cumulative effects that are significant, even if individual changes resulting from a project are 
limited. The issue of climate change typically involves an analysis of whether a project’s contribution 
towards an impact would be cumulatively considerable. Cumulatively considerable means that the 
incremental effects of an individual project are significant when viewed in connection with the 
effects of past projects, other current projects, and probable future projects (CEQA Guidelines 
§15064[h][1]). 

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project generate GHG emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the environment? 

Since the project is located in the Mendocino County Air Basin, this analysis uses the GHG emissions 
thresholds contained in the MCAQMD Adopted Air Quality CEQA Threshold of Significance 
(MCAQMD 2010). As discussed therein, there are no adopted construction related GHG thresholds 
and the operational threshold is 10,000 metric tons/year (MCAQMD 2010). As discussed in 
Section 3, Air Quality, the proposed project would not result in a substantial net increase in the 
emissions of LFGs, including methane. Therefore, GHG emissions associated with the project would 
be well below the adopted operational threshold. Impacts would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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b. Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose 
of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

Mendocino County does not have an adopted Climate Action Plan. CARB adopted the 2022 Scoping 
Plan in December 2022 which aims to achieve targets for carbon neutrality and reduce GHG 
emissions by 85 percent below 1990 levels no later than 2045, as directed by AB 1279 (CARB 2022). 
The proposed project would not change the non-operational status of the landfill and therefore 
would not result in long term operational GHG emissions. The project would therefore not conflict 
with the 2022 Scoping Plan. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident 
conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the 
environment? □ □ ■ □ 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within 
0.25 mile of an existing or proposed 
school? □ □ □ ■ 

d. Be located on a site that is included on a 
list of hazardous material sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? □ □ ■ □ 

e. For a project located in an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, would 
the project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people residing or 
working in the project area? □ □ □ ■ 

f. Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? □ □ □ ■ 

g. Expose people or structures, either 
directly or indirectly, to a significant risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving wildland 
fires? □ □ □ ■ 
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Setting 
The project site is associated with a NCRWQCB Land Disposal Site case (#1B75050OMEN) with an 
“Open – Closed/With Monitoring” status as of 1997 and a State Response/National Priorities List 
(NPL) case (#60003790 at 1825 Branscomb Road, Laytonville) with a “Refer: Other Agency” status as 
of May 2024 (State Water Resources Control Board [SWRCB] 2025a, California Department of Toxic 
Substances Control [DTSC] 2025a). The adjacent Mendocino County Department of Public Works 
(MCDPW) Laytonville Road Yard site, located within the Laytonville Landfill is associated with a 
NCRWQCB Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Cleanup Site case (#1TMC362 at 1825 
Branscomb Road, Laytonville) with a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of 2013 (SWRCB 2025a, 
2025b). 

The project site is not listed in the USEPA’s Superfund Enterprise Management System/Envirofacts 
database (USEPA 2025). There are no Brownfields, cleanups, Superfund Enterprise Management 
Systems, or Toxics Release Inventory hazardous materials/wastes sites within 1 mile of the project 
site (USEPA 2025).  

Additionally, the project site is not located within an oil/gas field, and no oil/gas wells are located 
within 1 mile of the project site (California Geologic Energy Management Division 2025). There are 
no current landfill, airport, chrome plating, publicly owned treatment works, Department of 
Defense, or bulk fuel storage terminal/refinery sites with per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
orders located within 1 mile of the project site (SWRCB 2025c). 

Laytonville Landfill Closure Project Initial Study and Negative Declaration 
A Laytonville Landfill Closure Initial Study and Negative Declaration (report) was completed for the 
project site in October 1996 by Michael Brandman Associates (Appendix D). The report included 
analysis of final closure actions including final cover, drainage/erosion controls, and leachate 
controls for the Laytonville Landfill. The hazards impact analysis of the report did not indicate a risk 
of accidental explosion or release of hazardous substances, as no traces of methane gas had been 
detected as of the date of the report during regular monitoring of the project site’s five perimeter 
LFG wells and the historical operation of the Class III landfill accepted only non-hazardous solid 
waste. The report concluded that the continued operation of the groundwater and surface 
monitoring systems that would remain in operation following the proposed landfill closure would 
minimize potential human exposure to hazardous substances.  

Existing Conditions Field Survey Approach 
Rincon performed a reconnaissance of the project site on December 11, 2024, from public 
thoroughfares. The purpose of the reconnaissance was to observe existing project site conditions 
and to obtain information about existing environmental conditions in connection with the project 
site. As part of this field survey, Rincon attempted to identify if there were any obvious indicators of 
prior or current existence of hazardous materials and to evaluate the likelihood of the use, store, 
generate, transport, or disposal of hazardous materials and hazardous waste at the project site and 
adjacent properties.  

The site reconnaissance was conducted according to the following methodology: 

 Observing the project site, including the existing landfill cover from public thoroughfares 
 Observing the adjacent properties from public thoroughfares 
 Walking the project site 
 Observing the project site from paved roads and sidewalks 



Environmental Checklist 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 
Initial Study–Mitigated Negative Declaration 43 

The field survey identified the presence of LFG vent pipes throughout the project site, ponds in the 
northwestern and southwestern portions, and soil stockpiles along the northern boundary. 

Regulatory Setting 

Government Code Section 65962.5 (Cortese List) 

Section 65962.5 of the Government Code requires CalEPA to develop and update a list of hazardous 
waste and substances sites, known as the Cortese List. The Cortese List is used by state, local 
agencies, and developers to comply with CEQA requirements. The Cortese List includes hazardous 
substance release sites identified by DTSC, SWRCB, and CalRecycle. 

If any soil is excavated from a site containing hazardous materials, it is considered a hazardous 
waste if it exceeds specific criteria in Title 22 of the CCR. Remediation of hazardous wastes found at 
a site may be required if excavation of these materials is performed, or if certain other soil 
disturbing activities would occur. Even if soil or groundwater at a contaminated site does not have 
the characteristics required to be defined as hazardous waste, remediation of the site may be 
required by regulatory agencies subject to jurisdictional authority. Cleanup requirements are 
determined on a case-by-case basis by the agency taking jurisdiction.  

Occupational Safety and Health Act  
The Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) of 1970, which is implemented by the federal 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, contains provisions with respect to hazardous 
materials handling. OSHA was created to assure safe and healthful working conditions by setting 
and enforcing standards and by providing training, outreach, education, and assistance. OSHA 
provides standards for general industry and construction industry on hazardous waste operations 
and emergency response. OSHA requirements, as set forth in 29 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
Section 1910, et seq., are designed to promote worker safety, worker training, and a worker’s right–
to-know. The U.S. Department of Labor has delegated the authority to administer OSHA regulations 
to the state of California. The California OSHA program (Cal/OSHA) (codified in CCR Title 8, or 8 CCR 
generally and in the Labor Code secs. 6300-6719) is administered and enforced by the Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health. Cal/OSHA is very similar to the OSHA program. Among other 
provisions, Cal/OSHA requires employers to implement a comprehensive, written Injury and Illness 
Prevention Program (IIPP) for potential workplace hazards, including those associated with 
hazardous materials. 

In addition, pursuant to OSHA, a developer that undertakes a construction project that involves the 
handling of contaminated site conditions must prepare and implement a Health and Safety Plan 
(HASP) that sets forth the measures that would be undertaken to protect those that may be 
affected by the construction project. While a HASP is prepared and implemented pursuant to OSHA, 
the HASP is not subject to regulatory review and approval, although a HASP is typically appended to 
a Soil Management Plan if this document is required by the Certified Unified Program Agency 
(CUPA), which is the Mendocino County Environmental Health with regard to the proposed project 
The HASP, if required, would be prepared in accordance with the most current OSHA regulations, 
including 29 CFR 1910.120, Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response, and 29 CFR 
1926, Construction Industry Standards, as well as other applicable federal, state, and local laws and 
regulations. 
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State Water Resources Control Board 
The SWRCB is the primary agency in California that regulates water rights and water quality and 
protection of California’s water bodies by setting standards for water quality, monitoring pollution 
sources, and enforcing regulations to protect public health and the environment. There are nine 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards. The mission of the Regional Boards is to develop and 
enforce water quality objectives and implement plans that will best protect the beneficial uses of 
the state’s waters, recognizing local differences in climate, topography, geology and hydrology. The 
SWRCB GeoTracker database system tracks and archives compliance data related to authorized and 
unauthorized discharges. As required by Government Code Section 65962.5, the SWRCB and other 
regulatory agencies compile and annually update a list of hazardous waste sites, which includes sites 
where water contamination might be an issue. 

California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 

CalRecycle is the primary agency responsible for overseeing the management of solid waste in 
California, including the regulation of landfills and waste disposal. CalRecycle promotes waste 
diversion, recycling, and sustainable resource management to reduce the amount of waste sent to 
landfills and mitigate environmental harm. CalRecycle regulates landfills in California under the 
Integrated Waste Management Act for landfill operations to protect public health and the 
environment. The agency establishes rules and guidelines for the design, operation, and closure of 
landfills, with a focus on reducing the environmental impact of waste disposal. This includes 
monitoring the emissions of methane, controlling LFG, ensuring proper leachate management, and 
overseeing the implementation of diversion programs to minimize the need for new landfill space. 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
As a department of the California Environmental Protection Agency, the DTSC is the primary agency 
in California that regulates hazardous waste, cleans up existing contamination, and looks for ways to 
reduce the hazardous waste produced in California. DTSC regulates hazardous waste in California 
primarily under the authority of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the California 
Health and Safety Code. 

DTSC also administers the California Hazardous Waste Control Law to regulate hazardous wastes. 
The California Hazardous Waste Control Law lists 791 chemicals and approximately 300 common 
materials that may be hazardous; establishes criteria for identifying, packaging, and labeling 
hazardous wastes; prescribes management controls; establishes permit requirements for treatment, 
storage, disposal, and transportation; and identifies some wastes that cannot be disposed of in 
landfills.  

Government Code Section 65962.5 requires the DTSC, State Department of Health Services, SWRCB, 
and CalRecycle to compile and annually update lists of hazardous waste sites and land designated as 
hazardous waste sites throughout the state. The Secretary for Environmental Protection 
consolidates the information submitted by these agencies and distributes it to each city and county 
where sites on the lists are located. Before the lead agency accepts an application for a 
development project as complete, the applicant must consult these lists to determine if the site at 
issue is included.  
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Certified Unified Program Agency 
In accordance with Chapter 6.11 of the California Health and Safety Code Section 25404, et seq., 
local regulatory agencies enforce six environmental and emergency response programs through the 
CUPA program, as listed below:  

 Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventories (Business Plan) Program 
 California Accidental Release Prevention Program 
 Underground Storage Tank (UST) Program 
 AST Program 
 Hazardous Waste Generator and Onsite Hazardous Waste Treatment (tiered permitting) 

Programs  
 California Uniform Fire Code: Hazardous Material Management Plans and Hazardous Material 

Inventory Statements 

The state agency partners involved in the Unified Program have the responsibility of setting 
program element standards, working with CalEPA on ensuring program consistency, and providing 
technical assistance to the CUPA. The following state agencies are involved with the Unified 
Program: 

 CalEPA is responsible for coordinating the administration of the Unified Program. The Secretary 
of the CalEPA certifies CUPAs. 

 DTSC provides technical assistance and evaluation for the hazardous waste generator program 
including on-site treatment (tiered permitting). 

 The Office of Emergency Services is responsible for providing technical assistance and 
evaluation of the Business Plan and the California Accidental Release Prevention programs. 

 The Office of the State Fire Marshal is responsible for ensuring the implementation of the 
Hazardous Material Management Plans and the Hazardous Material Inventory Statements. 
These programs tie in closely with the Business Plan program. 

 The SWRCB provides technical assistance and evaluation for the UST program in addition to 
handling the oversight and enforcement for the AST program. 

The Mendocino County Environmental Health Division is the CUPA for the County of Mendocino and 
is responsible for implementing the federal and state laws and regulations pertaining to the 
handling of hazardous wastes and hazardous materials. 

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the 
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

b. Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

The proposed project is not expected to import or export soil. Extra needed soil material would be 
obtained from the on-site borrow, stockpile, and staging area. However, construction activities may 
include the temporary transport, storage, use, or disposal of potentially hazardous materials 
including fuels, lubricating fluids, cleaners, or solvents. If spilled, these substances could pose a risk 
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to the environment and to human health. However, the transport, storage, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials is subject to various federal, state, and local regulations designed to reduce 
risks associated with hazardous materials, including potential risks associated with upset or accident 
conditions. Hazardous materials would be required to be transported under United States 
Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations (DOT Hazardous Materials Transport Act, 49 CFR), 
which stipulate the types of containers, labeling, and other restrictions to be used in the movement 
of such material on interstate highways. In addition, the use, transportation, storage, and disposal 
of hazardous materials are regulated through the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. 
Compliance with existing regulations would reduce the risk of potential release of hazardous 
materials during construction, reducing temporary impacts to less than significant. 

No routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials currently occurs at the landfill. Since 
there would be no changes to the daily maximum permitted tonnage of waste, number of vehicle 
trips, environmental controls (e.g., leachate collection and removal system, LFG management), or 
nuisance controls (fire controls, dust controls, vector controls, etc.), the completed project would 
not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. Impacts would be less than 
significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

c. Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school? 

There are no schools within 0.25 mile of the project site. The nearest school is Laytonville High 
School located approximately 1.60 miles northeast of the project site. There would be no impact. 

NO IMPACT 

d. Would the project be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous material sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

According to the SWRCB GeoTracker database, the project site is associated with a Land Disposal 
Site case for Mendocino County Laytonville Solid Waste Disposal Site (case #1B75050OMEN) with an 
“Open – Closed/With Monitoring” status as of 1997 and is under the oversight of the NCRWQCB 
(SWRCB 2025c). According to the Second 2023 Semiannual Monitoring and 2023 Annual Compliance 
Summary Report available on GeoTracker for this case, no VOCs were detected in the groundwater 
samples collected other than trace or low concentrations of acetone; methane was detected in the 
LFG samples collected at low concentrations and below 1 percent by volume; oil and grease were 
detected in two surface/storm water samples collected at low concentrations; chloroform and 
chlorotoluene were detected in one leachate sample collected at trace to low concentrations 
(SWRCB 2025d). 

According to the DTSC EnviroStor database, the project site is also associated with a “State 
Response or NPL” case for Laytonville Landfill Site (site ID 60003790) with a “Refer: Other Agency” 
status as of May 2024 (DTSC 2025b). According to the DTSC Technical Memorandum available on 
EnviroStor for this case, DTSC reviewed a 2016 Ahtna Facility Services Inc. report, which reportedly 
indicated that arsenic, hexavalent chromium, dioxins, furans, and lead were detected in shallow soil 
and dioxins and furans were detected in groundwater samples collected from groundwater wells 
east of the Laytonville Landfill site (DTSC 2018). The technical memorandum stated that because the 
concentrations of metals detected in soil were within the range of naturally occurring metals in the 
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Laytonville area, DTSC “focused its efforts on the analysis of” dioxins and furans because they can be 
derived from a man-made source (DTSC 2018). According to the technical memorandum, in 2018 
DTSC collected eight shallow soil samples, five groundwater samples, and one leachate sample to 
evaluate the presence of dioxins and furans at the Laytonville Landfill site (DTSC 2018). DTSC 
indicated in their report that the concentrations of dioxins and furans detected in the soil samples 
collected were below the USEPA Region 9 residential soil screening level and “do not pose a current 
risk at the [Laytonville Landfill] site,” and dioxins and furans were not detected in the groundwater 
samples; concluding that “the landfill does not appear to be the source of dioxins in groundwater 
east of the [Laytonville Landfill] site” (DTSC 2018). The current regulatory oversight agency of the 
case is unknown and the case has not received closure by DTSC. 

According to the SWRCB GeoTracker database, the adjacent MCDPW Laytonville Road Yard site, 
located within the Laytonville Landfill site (of which the project site is a part), is associated with a 
LUST (case #1TMC362) with a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of 2013 (SWRCB 2025a, 2025b). 
According to the Conceptual Site Models and Workplans report available on GeoTracker for this 
case, three petroleum USTs were removed from the MCDPW Laytonville Road Yard site in 1997 and 
petroleum hydrocarbon-impacted soil was over excavated and disposed offsite; methyl tertiary-
butyl ether (MTBE) was detected in groundwater samples collected within 100 feet of the former 
USTs (SWRCB 2013). Based on the distance of the former USTs and MTBE-impacted groundwater 
from the project site (over 700 feet away), this LUST case is not expected to pose a risk to the 
project site. 

As discussed in Section 9, Required Approvals, the proposed project would require an authority to 
construct permit from the MCAQMD and additional review/approval by the NCRWQCB and/or 
CalRecycle. The NCRWQCB is providing oversight of the project and would provide required reviews 
and approvals of the various project documents. Compliance with these requirements would ensure 
that impacts related to the Land Disposal site case on the project site would be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a 
safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

The nearest airport is the Willits Municipal Airport located approximately 23 miles south of the 
project site. The project site is not located within an airport land use planning area (Mendocino 
County Airport Comprehensive Land Use Plan 1996). Therefore, the proposed project would not 
result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area from 
airport operations. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 

f. Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

The proposed project would not interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan. No substantial operational changes to access or vehicle trips are proposed, and no 
public roads would be altered or blocked during construction or operation. Landfill operations 
would continue to comply with the Mendocino County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 



Mendocino County  
Laytonville Landfill Final Cover Remediation and Improvements Project 

 
48 

g. Would the project expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires? 

As discussed in Section 20, Wildfire, the project site is located in a moderate fire hazard severity 
zone (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection [CAL FIRE] 2024) and is adjacent to a 
high fire hazard severity zone in a State Responsibility Area (SRA) which is approximately 130 feet 
north of the borrow, stockpile, and staging area at its nearest point (CAL FIRE 2024). The proposed 
project would not involve activities or new development that would directly or indirectly expose 
people or structures to risk involving wildland fires, as the landfill would remain closed after project 
completion. Additionally, wildfire risk associated with construction activities would be reduced 
through the implementation of a Fire Prevention Plan prepared by the construction contractor and 
submitted to the County prior to construction. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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10 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements or 
otherwise substantially degrade surface 
or ground water quality? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the 
project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin? □ □ □ ■ 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river or through the addition of 
impervious surfaces, in a manner which 
would:     
(i) Result in substantial erosion or 

siltation on- or off-site; □ □ □ ■ 
(ii) Substantially increase the rate or 

amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in 
flooding on- or off-site; □ □ □ ■ 

(iii) Create or contribute runoff water 
which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or □ □ □ ■ 

(iv) Impede or redirect flood flows? □ □ □ ■ 
d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, 

risk release of pollutants due to project 
inundation? □ □ □ ■ 

e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation 
of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management 
plan? □ □ □ ■ 
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Setting 
This analysis is partially based on the Hydrology and Drainage Report prepared by SWT Engineering 
in January 2025, which is included as Appendix C of this Initial Study.  

The project site is located within the Eel River Watershed in the North Coast Hydrologic Region, 
which is governed by the NCRWQCB.  

There is currently a drainage system on-site consisting of four drainage areas that convey 
stormwater into several sedimentation basins on the project site. The landfill uses corrugated metal 
flumes, earthen swales, and rock lined ditches to convey water from the top of the landfill down the 
side slopes and ultimately into sedimentation basins on site (Appendix C). The project site also 
includes 10 wells and two piezometers (devices used to measure groundwater levels) to monitor 
groundwater throughout the site.  

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or 
otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality? 

The proposed project would involve repairs and improvements to the existing drainage system on 
site. These improvements would include the construction of berm channel outlets, subsurface 
drains, and perimeter rock drainage swales. Like the existing drainage system, these improvements 
would convey stormwater to one of several sedimentation basins on the project site. Additionally, 
the project would not change the amount of surface water that is routed to the sedimentation 
basins on-site and would not require changes to the basins or discharge patterns from the site. 
Furthermore, the project would include the installation of a groundwater monitoring well, which 
would ensure that the landfill does not violate water quality standards. As discussed in Section 9, 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the project site is associated with a Land Disposal Site case, a 
LUST case, and a State Response or NPL case, all of which indicate the landfill on site could impact 
groundwater or soils. Since the project is under the oversight of the NCRWQB, the agency would 
review and approve the various project documents. Compliance with these requirements would 
ensure potential water quality impacts related to the Land Disposal site case on the project site 
would be less than significant  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

b. Would the project substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater 
management of the basin? 

The project site is located in the Laytonville Valley Groundwater Basin (California Department of 
Water Resources [DWR] 2004). The proposed project would not change the disturbance footprint 
on site or increase impervious surfaces or result in other changes that would interfere with 
groundwater recharge in the Laytonville Valley Groundwater Subbasin. Additionally, while the 
project includes installation of a groundwater monitoring well and piezometer, the proposed project 
does not include operational changes that would increase the use of groundwater resources that 
could result in a substantial decrease in groundwater supplies. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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c.(i) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

c.(ii) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner which would substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff 
in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

c.(iii) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner that would create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional 
sources of polluted runoff? 

c.(iv) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner which would impede or redirect flood flows? 

As described above in Setting, the landfill has an existing surface water management system 
consisting of corrugated metal flumes, earthen swales, and rock lined ditches to convey water from 
the top of the landfill down the side slopes and ultimately into one of several sedimentation basins 
on site (Appendix C). The proposed project would not change the footprint or increase impervious 
surfaces on the project site. Additionally, the project would not change the amount of surface water 
that is routed to the sedimentation basins on-site and would not require changes to the basins or 
discharge patterns from the site. There would be no substantial alteration of the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area and therefore there would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 

d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, would the project risk release of pollutants due to 
project inundation? 

The nearest large water body is the Pacific Ocean located approximately 15 miles west of the 
project site. According to the DOC, the project site is not within a tsunami hazard zone (DOC 2025). 
The project would not result in an impact related to the risk of release of pollutants due to project 
inundation. 

NO IMPACT 
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e. Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management plan? 

The project site is located in the Laytonville Valley Groundwater Basin (DWR 2004). Because this 
groundwater basin is not considered medium- or high priority by the DWR, a groundwater 
sustainability plan is not required for the basin. Therefore, the project site is not subject to 
regulations or policies included in a groundwater sustainability plan (DWR 2024).  

The project site is within the jurisdiction of the NCRWQCB. The NCRWQCB adopted a water quality 
control plan, titled the North Coast Basin Plan, in June 2018. The North Coast Basin Plan is designed 
to preserve and enhance water quality and protect beneficial uses of all regional waters. 
Additionally, the plan provides the framework for the development of discharge regulation 
(NCRWQCB 2018). As discussed above under Question (c), the proposed project would not result in 
changes to the amount of existing or proposed impervious surfaces on site and associated 
stormwater runoff rates and volumes from the project site. Additionally, the proposed project 
would not result in new sources of pollutants. Stormwater would continue to be managed using the 
existing surface water drainage system on site which drains into on-site sedimentation basins. The 
project would not conflict with the Basin Plan because it would not result in new sources of 
pollutants entering waters governed by the Basin Plan. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 



Environmental Checklist 
Land Use and Planning 

 
Initial Study–Mitigated Negative Declaration 53 

11 Land Use and Planning 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Physically divide an established 
community? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Cause a significant environmental impact 
due to a conflict with any land use plan, 
policy, or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
The project site has a land use designation of Public Lands according to the Mendocino County 
General Plan and a zoning designation of PF according to the Mendocino County Zoning Ordinance 
(Mendocino County 2009). The intent of PF zoning designation is to “create and preserve those 
properties which are properly used for or are proposed to be used for public purposes or for 
specified public utility purposes” (Mendicino County Municipal Code [MCMC] Section 20.108). 
Pursuant to MCMC Section 20.108.010, major impact services and utilities such as landfills are 
permitted in this zoning district. 

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project physically divide an established community? 

The project would not change the landfill disturbance footprint or use of the site, or result in new 
development. As a result, the project would not physically divide an established community. There 
would be no impact. 

NO IMPACT 

b. Would the project cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use 
plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

The project would not conflict with a land use plan, policy, or regulation. The project site has a land 
use designation of Public Lands and is zoned PF. The PF zone allows for public utility purposes which 
include landfill uses. The proposed project would be consistent with the Mendocino County General 
Plan and zoning designations. Therefore, there would be no conflict with a land use plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect and there 
would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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12 Mineral Resources 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would be of 
value to the region and the residents of 
the state? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Result in the loss of availability of a 
locally important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan, or other land 
use plan? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
The most predominant minerals found in Mendocino County are aggregate resources, primarily 
sand and gravel. Three sources of aggregate materials are present in Mendocino County: quarries, 
instream gravel, and terrace gravel deposits (Mendocino County 2020). No mining activities or 
extraction of mineral resources currently occur at the landfill (DOC 2015). 

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of 
value to the region and the residents of the state? 

b. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan? 

No mining activities or extraction of mineral resources currently occur at the landfill (DOC 2015). 
The proposed project would not result in new ground disturbance, an expanded development 
footprint or other activities that would result in loss of availability of a known or locally important 
mineral resource or mineral resource recovery site. There would be no impacts.  

NO IMPACT 
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13 Noise 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project result in:     

a. Generation of a substantial temporary or 
permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the vicinity of the project in 
excess of standards established in the 
local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? □ □ ■ □ 

b. Generation of excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels? □ □ ■ □ 

c. For a project located within the vicinity of 
a private airstrip or an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels? □ □ □ ■ 

Overview of Noise and Vibration 
The noise analysis is based on Noise and Vibration Modeling completed by Rincon in November 
2024. These results are included as Appendix E to this Initial Study.  

Noise 

Sound is a vibratory disturbance created by a moving or vibrating source, which is capable of being 
detected by the hearing organs. Noise is defined as sound that is loud, unpleasant, unexpected, or 
undesired and may therefore be classified as a more specific group of sounds. The effects of noise 
on people can include general annoyance, interference with speech communication, sleep 
disturbance, and, in the extreme, hearing impairment (Caltrans 2013). 

HUMAN PERCEPTION OF SOUND 
Noise levels are commonly measured in decibels (dB) using the A-weighted sound pressure level 
(dBA). The A-weighting scale is an adjustment to the actual sound pressure levels so that they are 
consistent with the human hearing response. Decibels are measured on a logarithmic scale that 
quantifies sound intensity in a manner similar to the Richter scale used to measure earthquake 
magnitudes. A doubling of the energy of a noise source, such as doubling of traffic volume, would 
increase the noise level by 3 dB; dividing the energy in half would result in a 3 dB decrease (Caltrans 
2013).  
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SOUND PROPAGATION AND SHIELDING 
Sound changes in both level and frequency spectrum as it travels from the source to the receiver. 
The most obvious change is the decrease in the noise level as the distance from the source 
increases. The manner by which noise reduces with distance depends on factors such as the type of 
sources (e.g., point or line), the path the sound will travel, site conditions, and obstructions. Noise 
levels from a point source (e.g., construction, industrial machinery, air conditioning units) typically 
attenuate, or drop off, at a rate of 6 dBA per doubling of distance. Noise from a line source (e.g., 
roadway, pipeline, railroad) typically attenuates at about 3 dBA per doubling of distance (Caltrans 
2013). Noise levels may also be reduced by intervening structures; the amount of attenuation 
provided by this “shielding” depends on the size of the object and the frequencies of the noise 
levels. Natural terrain features, such as hills and dense woods, and man-made features, such as 
buildings and walls, can significantly alter noise levels.  

DESCRIPTORS 
The impact of noise is not a function of loudness alone. The time of day when noise occurs and the 
duration of the noise are also important factors of project noise impact. Most noise that lasts for 
more than a few seconds is variable in its intensity. Consequently, a variety of noise descriptors 
have been developed. The noise descriptors used for this analysis are the equivalent noise level (Leq) 
and the community noise equivalent level (CNEL). 

The Leq is one of the most frequently used noise metrics; it considers both duration and sound 
power level. The Leq is defined as the single steady-state A-weighted sound level equal to the 
average sound energy over a time period. When no time period is specified, a 1-hour period is 
assumed. The Lmax is the highest noise level within the sampling period, and the Lmin is the lowest 
noise level within the measuring period. Normal conversational levels are in the 60 to 65-dBA Leq 
range; ambient noise levels greater than 65 dBA Leq can interrupt conversations (Federal Transit 
Administration [FTA] 2018).  

Noise that occurs at night tends to be more disturbing than that occurring during the day. 
Community noise is usually measured using CNEL, which is the 24-hour average noise level with a +5 
dBA penalty for noise occurring from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and a +10 dBA penalty for noise 
occurring from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. (Caltrans 2013). 

Groundborne Vibration 
Groundborne vibration of concern in environmental analysis consists of the oscillatory waves that 
move from a source through the ground to adjacent buildings or structures and vibration energy 
may propagate through the buildings or structures. Vibration may be felt, may manifest as an 
audible low-frequency rumbling noise (referred to as groundborne noise), and may cause windows, 
items on shelves, and pictures on walls to rattle. Although groundborne vibration is sometimes 
noticeable in outdoor environments, it is almost never annoying to people who are outdoors. The 
primary concern from vibration is that it can be intrusive and annoying to building occupants at 
vibration-sensitive land uses and may cause structural damage. 

Typically, ground-borne vibration generated by manmade activities attenuates rapidly as distance 
from the source of the vibration increases. Vibration amplitudes are usually expressed in peak 
particle velocity (PPV). The PPV is normally described in inches per second (in/sec). PPV is defined as 
the maximum instantaneous positive or negative peak of a vibration signal. PPV is often used as it 
corresponds to the stresses that are experienced by buildings (Caltrans 2020). 
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High levels of groundborne vibration may cause damage to nearby buildings or structures; at lower 
levels, groundborne vibration may cause minor cosmetic (i.e., non-structural damage) such as 
cracks. These vibration levels are nearly exclusively associated with high impact activities such as 
blasting, pile-driving, vibratory compaction, demolition, drilling, or excavation. Vibration limits used 
in this analysis to determine a potential impact to local land uses from construction activities, such 
as vibratory compaction or excavation, are based on information contained in the FTA Transit Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual (FTA 2018). Groundborne vibration levels that could 
induce potential architectural damage to buildings are identified in Table 6 below. Based on FTA 
recommendations, limiting vibration levels to below 0.2 in/sec PPV at non-engineered timber and 
masonry buildings (which would apply to the nearby buildings) would prevent architectural damage. 

Table 6 Groundborne Vibration Architectural Damage Criteria 
Building Category PPV (in/sec) 

I. Reinforced concrete, steel, or timber (no plaster) 0.5 

II. Engineered concrete and masonry (no plaster) 0.3 

III. Nonengineered timber and masonry buildings 0.2 

IV. Buildings extremely susceptible to vibration damage 0.12 

in/sec = inches per second; PPV = peak particle velocity 

Source: FTA 2018 

Sensitive Receptors 
Noise exposure goals for various types of land uses reflect the varying noise sensitivities associated 
with those uses. As stated in the County of Mendocino General Plan Development Element 
(Mendocino 2009), residential land use, where people live, sleep, and study, is generally considered 
sensitive to noise because noise can disrupt these activities. Additionally, churches, schools and 
certain kinds of outdoor recreation are also usually considered noise sensitive. The nearest 
residential use to the project site is the single-family residence located 750 feet north of the project 
site limit of refuse. The primary source of noise on site is generated by waste trucks and vehicles 
along Branscomb Road.  

Regulatory Setting 

The MCMC (2024) Appendix B contains exterior noise standards for sensitive receptors and 
commercial uses, as shown in Table 7. 



Mendocino County  
Laytonville Landfill Final Cover Remediation and Improvements Project 

 
60 

Table 7  Exterior Noise Limit Standard 

Receiving Land Use Category3,4 Time Period 

Noise Level Standards (dBA)1,2 

Rural/Suburban Urban/Highways5 

One and Two Family 10:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. 40 50 

All Residential6 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 50 60 

Multifamily 10:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. 45 55 

Public Spaces 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 50 60 

Limited Commercial 10:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. 55 55 
1 When an acoustical study demonstrates that the ambient noise level exceeds the noise standard, then the ambient noise level 
becomes the standard. 
2 Higher noise levels may be permitted for temporary, short-term or intermittent activities when no sensitive or residential uses will be 
affected 
3 County staff shall recommend which receiving land use category applies to a particular project, based on the mix of uses and 
community noise levels. Industrial noise limits are intended to be applied at the boundary of industrial zones, rather than within 
industrial areas 
4 The "rural/suburban" standard should be applied adjacent to noise sensitive uses, such as hospitals or convalescence homes 
5 "Highways" apply to roads and highways where average daily traffic exceeds ten thousand (10,000). 
6 Daytime noise limit applies to one, two and multi-family residential. 

Source: Mendicino County Municipal Code Appendix B  

While the County does not have specific noise level criteria for assessing construction noise impacts, 
the FTA has developed guidance for determining if construction of a project would expose various 
land uses to significant noise levels or if a project would result in a substantial temporary increase in 
noise levels (FTA 2018). Based on FTA guidance, a significant impact would occur if project-
generated construction noise exceeds the daytime eight-hour 80 dBA Leq noise limit at nearby 
residences.  

Project Site Noise Environment  

The most common source of noise in the project site vicinity is vehicular traffic from Branscomb 
Road. Community noise levels are usually closely related to the intensity of human activity. Noise 
levels are generally considered low when below 45 dBA, moderate in the 45 to 60 dBA range, and 
high above 60 dBA. In wilderness areas, the day-night average noise levels (Ldn) can be below 35 
dBA. In small towns or wooded and lightly used residential areas, the Ldn is more likely to be around 
50 or 60 dBA. Levels around 75 dBA are more common in busy urban areas, and levels up to 85 dBA 
occur near major freeways and airports (USEPA 1974, 1978). Although people often accept the 
higher levels associated with very noisy urban residential and residential commercial zones, they 
nevertheless are considered to be adverse to public health. The project site is located in a generally 
rural area and would typically have an ambient noise level of 50-60 dBA Ldn. 
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project result in generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

Construction Noise 
As discussed in Section 2, Project Description, project construction would take place from 7:00 am to 
5:00 pm Monday through Friday. Over the course of a typical construction day, construction 
equipment activity would occur as close as 750 feet to the nearest sensitive single-family residential 
receptor to the north but would typically be located at an average distance further away due to the 
nature of construction where equipment is mobile throughout the site during the day. Construction 
noise was estimated using the Federal Highway Administration Roadway Construction Noise Model. 
Table 8 identifies the estimated noise levels at the closest sensitive receptors from the edge of the 
specific phase based on the conservatively assumed three loudest pieces of construction equipment 
during each phase of construction.  

Table 8 Estimated Noise Levels by Construction Phase 
 Leq dBA 

Construction Phase 
RCNM 

Reference Noise Level 
Single-Family Residences to the North 

750 feet 
Demolition 81 58 

Site Preparation 81 58 

Grading 83 60 

Equipment Installation 80 57 

RCNM = Roadway Construction Noise Model 
Roadway Construction Noise Model reference noise levels are noise levels generated during each construction phase measured from a 
point 50 feet from the location of the construction phase. These reference noise levels are then used to calculate noise levels from the 
construction phase at a distance greater than 50 feet from the construction phase. 
Source: Roadway Construction Noise Model provided in Appendix E 

As shown in Table 8 construction noise could be as high as approximately 60 dBA Leq during grading 
that would occur as close as 750 feet from the nearest single-family residential sensitive receptor 
but would typically be located at an average distance further away due to the use of mobile 
construction equipment. This would be well below the FTA’s 80 dBA Leq (eight-hour) daytime 
construction noise threshold at residences. Construction would occur further away from other 
sensitive receptors and would therefore be less than 80 dBA Leq (eight-hour) at other sensitive 
receptors. These estimates also conservatively did not account for the existing topography, trees 
and buildings that separate the nearest residences from the project site, which would be expected 
to attenuate noise further. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

Operational Noise 
The project would involve the repair of the final cover on the closed landfill. Operational noise 
would generally be the same as the existing condition, with no substantial increase in operational 
sources or new operational sources added. Therefore, as operational noise would be similar to 
existing conditions, the project would not exceed the County’s Municipal Code exterior noise limit, 
and impacts would be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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b. Would the project result in generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels?  

Groundborne Vibration 
Construction activities have the greatest potential to generate ground-borne vibration affecting 
nearby receptors, especially during demolition, site preparation and grading of the project site. 
Construction activities known to generate excessive groundborne vibration, such as pile driving and 
blasting, would not be needed to construct the proposed project. The greatest vibratory source 
during construction in the project vicinity would be a large bulldozer used during demolition, site 
preparation and grading. Construction vibration estimates are based on vibration levels reported by 
the FTA, shown in Table 6 above. Table 9 shows typical vibration levels for various pieces of 
construction equipment used in the assessment of construction vibration.  

Table 9 Construction Vibration Levels 

Equipment 

in/sec PPV 

Reference Level 
25 Feet 

Single Family Residential to the North  
935 Feet 

Large Bulldozer 0.089 <0.001 

Loaded Trucks 0.076 <0.001 

Small Bulldozer 0.003 <0.001 

Threshold for Structural Damage to Building 
 

0.2 

Threshold Exceeded? 
 

No 

PPV = peak particle velocity; in/sec = inches per second 

Notes: Vibration analysis worksheets are included in Appendix E 

Source: Federal Transit Administration 2018 

Based on the recommendations of the FTA, limiting vibration levels to below 0.2 in/sec PPV at 
residential structures would prevent architectural damage regardless of building construction type. 
The greatest anticipated source of vibration during project construction activities would be from a 
large bulldozer, which would be used during demolition, site preparation and grading. Based on the 
project site plan, it is assumed the large bulldozer may be used within 935 feet4 of the nearest off-
site residential structures to the north of the project site during grading activities. A large bulldozer 
generates less than 0.001 in/sec PPV at 935 feet, which would not exceed the significance threshold 
of 0.2 inches per second PPV. Proposed project construction activities would have a less-than-
significant impact on the generation or exposure of persons to excessive groundborne vibration. 

Construction of the proposed project would not include substantial sources of vibration. The 
construction of the proposed project would have no impact on exposure to excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 
4 Distance for groundborne vibration is a further distance as it is analyzed from the project site to the nearest residential building. 
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c. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels?  

The project site is not located within 2 miles of an airport or within the vicinity of an airport land use 
plan. The nearest airport is the Willits Municipal Airport located approximately 23 miles south of the 
project site. Therefore, no impact related to airport noise would occur.  

NO IMPACT 
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14 Population and Housing 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Induce substantial unplanned population 
growth in an area, either directly (e.g., by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (e.g., through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing 
people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
There are no structures and no people residing on the project site. 

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly 
(for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

The proposed project would not involve the construction of new habitable structures, and the 
landfill would remain closed after project completion. The project would not involve construction of 
new residences or other population-generating uses, such as substantial employment growth. The 
proposed project would not result in direct or indirect population growth and there would be no 
impact.  

NO IMPACT 

b. Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

The proposed final cover repairs would occur within the existing landfill site, where previous waste 
management operations have occurred. There are no residences or other habitable structures 
located on the site. The proposed project would not displace people or housing. There would be no 
impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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15 Public Services 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a. Would the project result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with 
the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, or the need for 
new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental impacts, 
in order to maintain acceptable service 
ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the 
public services:     

1 Fire protection? □ □ □ ■ 
2 Police protection? □ □ □ ■ 
3 Schools? □ □ □ ■ 
4 Parks? □ □ □ ■ 

5 Other public facilities? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
Fire protection services are provided to the project area by the Long Valley Fire Department (LVFD). 
The LVFD provides fire protection, emergency medical services, rescue and extraction, hazardous 
material response, ambulance service and fire prevention in the project area. The proposed project 
is serviced by Fire Station 510, located approximately 1.60 miles northeast of the project site at 
44950 Willis Avenue in Laytonville (Mendocino LAFCo 2016). LVFD has a target response time of 
four minutes (Mendocino LAFCo 2016). 

Police protection services are provided to Laytonville by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.  

The Mendocino County Office of Education is responsible for monitoring 12 school districts within 
Mendocino, and the Mendocino County Library provides services through six branches of libraries 
(Mendocino County Library 2024). The closest school to the project site is Laytonville High School at 
250 Branscomb Road, located approximately 1.50 miles northeast of the site.  
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Impact Analysis 

a.1. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered fire protection facilities, or the need for new or physically altered 
fire protection facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives? 

a.2. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered police protection facilities, or the need for new or physically altered 
police protection facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives? 

The proposed landfill cover repairs would not result in operational changes or new development 
that would require additional services by the LVFD and Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. 
Therefore, the proposed project would not require the construction of new facilities or the 
alteration of existing fire and police protection facilities. There would be no impacts. 

NO IMPACT 

a.3. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered schools, or the need for new or physically altered schools, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios or other performance objectives? 

a.4. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered parks, or the need for new or physically altered parks, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios or other performance objectives? 

a.5. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision 
of other new or physically altered public facilities, or the need for other new or physically 
altered public facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives? 

As discussed under Section 14, Population and Housing, the project does not include residential 
development or substantial employment growth and would not directly or indirectly induce 
population growth in Mendicino County. The project would not generate any new students, park 
users, or people who use public facilities such as libraries. Therefore, the proposed project would 
not increase demand for schools, parks, or libraries and would have no impacts. 

NO IMPACT 
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16 Recreation 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a. Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional parks 
or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
There are several state and regional parks near Laytonville. The nearest park to the project site is 
Harwood Memorial Park, approximately 1.50 miles northeast of the site.  

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or 
be accelerated? 

The proposed project does not include residential or other uses that would directly or indirectly 
induce population growth and thus increase the use of parks or other recreational facilities in 
Mendocino County. Therefore, the project would not increase the use of parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration would occur. There would be no impact. 

NO IMPACT 

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

The proposed project would provide final cover repairs within the existing landfill. The project does 
not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities 
that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. There would be no impact. 

NO IMPACT 
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17 Transportation 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would proposed:     

a. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance 
or policy addressing the circulation 
system, including transit, roadway, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b)? □ □ □ ■ 

c. Substantially increase hazards due to a 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible use (e.g., farm equipment)? □ □ □ ■ 

d. Result in inadequate emergency access? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
U.S 101 Redwood Highway provides regional access to the project site via highway entrances at 
Branscomb Road from a two-lane rural highway that serves eastern Mendocino County and 
connects multiple cities. The project site can be accessed via Branscomb Road which connects to an 
internal roadway leading to the area of remediation and improvement. The landfill was closed July 
1997 and covered by 1998. 

Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation 
system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

c. Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible use (e.g., farm equipment)? 

The proposed project would not include new land uses, structures, or habitable buildings that would 
generate new vehicle trips. Additionally, the landfill has been non-operational as of July 1997. 
Project construction and repair activities would be temporary in nature and within the limits of the 
landfill. The proposed project would also not result in changes to site operations.  

The project would not change traffic volumes, types of vehicles accessing the site, or road 
geometries or intersection configurations, and thus would not result in hazardous features for 
vehicle or pedestrians. As discussed in Section 15, Population and Housing, the proposed landfill 
cover repair would not induce or generate population growth. Therefore, the project would not 
conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system or substantially 
increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or incompatible use. There would be no impact 

NO IMPACT 
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b. Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b)? 

Section 15064.3 of the CEQA Guidelines established new methodology for determining the 
significance of transportation impacts using vehicle miles traveled as the metric for analyzing 
transportation impacts. The proposed project would not alter daily traffic volume or result in new 
land uses or operations at the landfill. Therefore, no impact would occur to vehicle miles traveled.  

NO IMPACT 

d. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 

The proposed project does not involve features that would result in a change of access to and from 
the site. Therefore, there would be no impact to emergency access.  

NO IMPACT 
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18 Tribal Cultural Resources 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource, defined in a Public Resources Code 
Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
or cultural landscape that is geographically 
defined in terms of the size and scope of the 
landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native American 
tribe, and that is:     

a. Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in Public 
Resources Code Section 5020.1(k)? □ ■ □ □ 

b. A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and supported by 
substantial evidence, to be significant 
pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code 
Section 5024.1? In applying the criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the significance of 
the resource to a California Native 
American tribe. □ ■ □ □ 

As of July 1, 2015, California AB 52 was enacted, expanding CEQA by defining a new resource 
category, “tribal cultural resources.” AB 52 establishes that “A project with an effect that may cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource is a project that may 
have a significant effect on the environment” (PRC Section 21084.2). It further states that the lead 
agency must establish measures to avoid impacts that would alter the significant characteristics of a 
tribal cultural resource, when feasible (PRC Section 21084.3).  

Tribal cultural resources (TCR) are defined under PRC Section 21074(a)(1) as sites, features, places, 
cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a California Native American 
tribe that are either 1) included or determined to be eligible for inclusion in the CRHR, or 2) included 
in a local register of historical resources. TCRs are those determined to be significant by the lead 
agency at its discretion and supported by substantial evidence. In making a determination that 
something is a TCR, the lead agency is required to consider the significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe. 
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AB 52 also establishes a formal consultation process for California tribes regarding those resources. 
The consultation process must be completed before a CEQA document can be certified. Under 
AB 52, lead agencies are required to “begin consultation with a California Native American tribe that 
is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.” Native 
American tribes to be included in the process are those that have requested notice of projects 
proposed within the jurisdiction of the lead agency. 

On February 6, 2025, the County distributed AB 52 consultation letters for the proposed project, 
including project information, map, and contact information, to nine Native American tribes (see 
Appendix F). The Native American contacts provided with an AB 52 consultation letters include the 
following list of recipients:  

 Cloverdale Rancheria 
 Manchester-Point Arena Band of Pomo Indians 
 Pinoleville Pomo Nation 
 Potter Valley Rancheria 
 Redwood Valley Little River Band of Pomo Indians (Redwood Valley Rancheria) 
 Sherwood Valley of Pomo Indians 
 Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians  
 Cahto Tribe 

On April 14, 2025, the County sent a second letter electronically to the Cloverdale Rancheria due to 
receipt of notice from the United States Postal Service that the original letter sent on February 6, 
2025, had not arrived to the tribe.  

Under AB 52, Native American tribes have 30 days to respond and request further project 
information and formal consultation. Therefore, the consultation request period for all tribes except 
Cloverdale Rancheria closed on March 8, 2025. The consultation request period for the Cloverdale 
Rancheria ended on May 14, 2025. 

The County received one response from Lena Murphy, on behalf of Michael Rivera, Tribal Council 
Representative and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians on 
February 12, 2025, stating the project area is not within an area of concern, and that the tribe has 
no specific comments regarding the project. The County did not receive any formal requests for 
consultation. 
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource as defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074 that is listed or eligible for listing in 
the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as 
defined in Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(k)? 

b. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource as defined in Public Resources Code 21074 that is a resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1? 

As discussed under Section 5, Cultural Resources, a search of the NAHC SLF was returned with 
negative results, indicating there are no known tribal cultural resources in the project area. The 
proposed project site does not contain known Native American or historic period resources. As 
discussed in Setting above, the County of Mendocino mailed AB 52 notification letters to nine tribes 
on February 6, 2025. Under AB 52, tribes have 30 days from receipt of the letter to respond and 
request consultation. The County of Mendocino did not receive any formal requests for consultation 
during the 30-day period. As indicated in Section 5, Cultural Resources, the County would be 
required to comply with existing regulations outlined in California Health and Safety Code Section 
7050.5 should human remains be inadvertently discovered during construction. Implementation of 
Mitigation Measures CR-1 along with regulatory compliance with California Health and Safety Code 
Section 7050.5 would be required to reduce impacts to tribal cultural resources to a less-than-
significant level. 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED 
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19 Utilities and Service Systems 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:     

a. Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Have sufficient water supplies available 
to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? □ □ □ ■ 

c. Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider which 
serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to 
the provider’s existing commitments? □ □ □ ■ 

d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or 
local standards, or in excess of the 
capacity of local infrastructure, or 
otherwise impair the attainment of solid 
waste reduction goals? □ □ □ ■ 

e. Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
The project site is currently a closed landfill. There are no utility lines, natural gas lines, or 
telecommunication lines within the project site.  
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Impact Analysis 

a. Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

The proposed project consists of final cover stability, improvements to surface water drainage, LFG 
management, seepage, and long-term maintenance requirements but would not result in changes 
or alterations to the closed landfill or the overall function. The proposed project would not involve 
activities that would alter the existing drainage pattern on-site. Therefore, the project would not 
substantially increase stormwater runoff from the proposed project site such that new or expanded 
stormwater drainage facilities would be required. Furthermore, the proposed project is not served 
by existing electric power, natural gas, and telecommunication facilities, and there are no such 
facilities in the project area. Therefore, no impact would occur to utility facilities. 

NO IMPACT 

b. Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

The proposed landfill cover remediation and improvements would not change existing operations or 
water demand and would not result in the need for additional water facilities. No impact would 
occur.  

NO IMPACT 

c. Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves 
or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand 
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

The project would not result in new development or land uses that would increase or change 
wastewater demand or require additional wastewater facilities. No impact would occur.  

NO IMPACT 

d. Would the project generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the 
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction 
goals? 

e. Would the project comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes 
and regulations related to solid waste? 

The proposed project would provide final cover repairs and not involve changes to local 
infrastructure that impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals. Project construction is not 
anticipated to generate substantial solid waste as ground disturbance would be limited to the refuse 
area and soil and fill would be from previous landfill closure and repair activities. The proposed 
project would not result in an increase in the total waste stream such that it would impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction goals.  
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There are currently no active landfill operations on-site, and no future activity is anticipated after 
completion of project construction. Therefore, the proposed project would be consistent with state 
regulations that govern the closed solid waste disposal site, and no impact would occur. 

NO IMPACT 
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20 Wildfire 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas 
or lands classified as very high fire hazard 
severity zones, would the project:     

a. Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? □ □ □ ■ 

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks and 
thereby expose project occupants to 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? □ □ □ ■ 

c. Require the installation or maintenance 
of associated infrastructure (such as 
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
sources, power lines or other utilities) 
that may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
result in temporary or ongoing impacts 
to the environment? □ □ □ ■ 

d. Expose people or structures to significant 
risks, including downslopes or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a 
result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, 
or drainage changes? □ □ □ ■ 

Setting 
According to CAL FIRE, the project site is located in a moderate fire hazard severity zone in a Local 
Responsibility Area. The project site is located adjacent to a high fire hazard severity zone in an SRA 
(CAL FIRE 2024). 
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Impact Analysis 

a. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

b. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project, due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire 
risks and thereby expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

c. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure 
(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

d. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslopes 
or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or 
drainage changes? 

According to CAL FIRE, the project site is located in a moderate fire hazard severity zone within a 
Local Responsibility Area. There is a high fire hazard severity zone SRA approximately 130 feet north 
of the project site. The nearest very high fire hazard severity zone is approximately 1.1 miles west of 
the project site (CAL FIRE 2024). The project would not involve the development of new habitable 
structures or land uses that generate new population, exacerbate fire risk or create an impediment 
to emergency response. Furthermore, wildfire risk associated with construction activities would be 
reduced through the implementation of a Fire Prevention Plan prepared by the construction 
contractor and submitted to the County prior to construction. Therefore, the project would not 
substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or evacuation plan; expose people to 
pollutants or risks from wildfires; or require the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure that may exacerbate fire risk. There would be no impact.  

NO IMPACT 
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21 Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Does the project:     

a. Have the potential to substantially 
degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish 
or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce 
the number or restrict the range of a rare 
or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or 
prehistory? □ ■ □ □ 

b. Have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that 
the incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects)? □ □ ■ □ 

c. Have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? □ □ ■ □ 

Impact Analysis 

a. Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population 
to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 

The project would involve ground disturbance in previously disturbed areas within the boundaries 
of the closed landfill area and possibly within the designated stockpile area. Based on the 
information and analysis provided in Section 4, Biological Resources and Section 5, Cultural 
Resources, the project would result in less than significant or no impact to fish and wildlife species 
and a less-than-significant impact to archaeological and historical resources with implementation of 
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Mitigation Measure CR-1 that provides guidelines for the treatment of unanticipated archaeological 
discoveries on site. Therefore, implementation of the project would not substantially degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish 
or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of rare or endangered plants or animals, or 
eliminate important examples of California history or prehistory. This impact would be less than 
significant with incorporation of Mitigation Measure CR-1.  

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED 

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

Implementation of the project would result in less-than-significant environmental impacts. There 
are several development projects within the County of Mendocino. The nearest proposed projects 
are storm damage repairs on Laytonville-Dios Rios Road which is approximately 7 miles from the 
project site and the Dutch Charlie Creek Bridge Replacement which is approximately 15 miles from 
the project site. Cumulative impacts could occur if construction of these projects occurred 
simultaneously. It is not known whether construction of these projects would overlap with the 
proposed project; however, impacts associated with the project would be localized at the project 
site and would not be significant. Given the limited impacts anticipated with project 
implementation, the project would not result in a considerable contribution to cumulative impacts. 
This impact would be less than significant. 

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

c. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly?  

Effects on human beings are generally associated with air quality, noise, traffic safety, 
hazards/hazardous materials, and wildfire. The project would result in a less-than-significant impact 
or no impact associated with air quality, hazards, noise, and traffic impacts. Therefore, the project 
would not cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. Impacts 
would be less than significant.  

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
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1. Basic Project Information

1.1. Basic Project Information

Data Field Value

Project Name Laytonville Landfill Cover Repairs Project

Construction Start Date 6/1/2025

Operational Year 2025

Lead Agency —

Land Use Scale Project/site

Analysis Level for Defaults County

Windspeed (m/s) 1.70

Precipitation (days) 67.4

Location 39.67073231125994, -123.50793018556129

County Mendocino

City Unincorporated

Air District Mendocino County AQMD

Air Basin North Coast

TAZ 247

EDFZ 2

Electric Utility Pacific Gas & Electric Company

Gas Utility Pacific Gas & Electric

App Version 2022.1.1.29

1.2. Land Use Types

Land Use Subtype Size Unit Lot Acreage Building Area (sq ft) Landscape Area (sq
ft)

Special Landscape
Area (sq ft)

Population Description

Other Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

7.00 Acre 7.00 0.00 0.00 — — —
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1.3. User-Selected Emission Reduction Measures by Emissions Sector

No measures selected

2. Emissions Summary

2.1. Construction Emissions Compared Against Thresholds

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Un/Mit. TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 1.58 1.56 35.3 41.1 0.07 1.41 4.15 5.56 1.26 1.50 2.77 — 8,018 8,018 0.33 0.07 0.66 8,048

Average
Daily
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.14 0.14 3.18 3.80 0.01 0.14 0.31 0.45 0.12 0.12 0.24 — 699 699 0.03 0.01 0.03 702

Annual
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.03 0.03 0.58 0.69 < 0.005 0.03 0.06 0.08 0.02 0.02 0.04 — 116 116 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 116

2.2. Construction Emissions by Year, Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Year TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily -
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

2025 1.58 1.56 35.3 41.1 0.07 1.41 4.15 5.56 1.26 1.50 2.77 — 8,018 8,018 0.33 0.07 0.66 8,048

Daily -
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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2025 0.14 0.14 3.18 3.80 0.01 0.14 0.31 0.45 0.12 0.12 0.24 — 699 699 0.03 0.01 0.03 702

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

2025 0.03 0.03 0.58 0.69 < 0.005 0.03 0.06 0.08 0.02 0.02 0.04 — 116 116 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 116

2.4. Operations Emissions Compared Against Thresholds

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Un/Mit. TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Average
Daily
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

2.5. Operations Emissions by Sector, Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Sector TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Mobile 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Area 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00
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Energy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Water — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Waste — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Mobile 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Area 0.08 0.08 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Energy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Water — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Waste — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Mobile 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Area 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Energy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Water — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Waste — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Mobile 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Area 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Energy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Water — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Waste — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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3. Construction Emissions Details

3.1. Demolition (2025) - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Location TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Onsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.41 0.41 10.6 13.0 0.02 0.49 — 0.49 0.45 — 0.45 — 2,265 2,265 0.09 0.02 — 2,273

Demoliti
on

— — — — — — 0.09 0.09 — 0.01 0.01 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.02 0.02 0.58 0.71 < 0.005 0.03 — 0.03 0.02 — 0.02 — 124 124 0.01 < 0.005 — 125

Demoliti
on

— — — — — — < 0.005 < 0.005 — < 0.005 < 0.005 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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20.6—< 0.005< 0.00520.620.6—< 0.005—< 0.005< 0.005—< 0.005< 0.0050.130.11< 0.005< 0.005Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

Demoliti
on

— — — — — — < 0.005 < 0.005 — < 0.005 < 0.005 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Offsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.54 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.07 0.00 0.02 0.02 — 76.0 76.0 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.33 77.4

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling < 0.005 < 0.005 0.10 0.02 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.02 0.02 < 0.005 0.01 0.01 — 77.7 77.7 < 0.005 0.01 0.16 81.5

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.03 0.00 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 4.09 4.09 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 4.16

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 4.26 4.26 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 4.46

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 0.00 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 0.68 0.68 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.69

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 0.70 0.70 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.74

3.3. Site Preparation (2025) - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Location TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Onsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.54 0.52 12.6 15.2 0.02 0.57 — 0.57 0.52 — 0.52 — 2,617 2,617 0.11 0.02 — 2,626

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 2.56 2.56 — 1.31 1.31 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.01 0.01 0.34 0.42 < 0.005 0.02 — 0.02 0.01 — 0.01 — 71.7 71.7 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 72.0

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 0.07 0.07 — 0.04 0.04 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

< 0.005 < 0.005 0.06 0.08 < 0.005 < 0.005 — < 0.005 < 0.005 — < 0.005 — 11.9 11.9 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 11.9

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 0.01 0.01 — 0.01 0.01 — — — — — — —
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0.000.000.000.000.000.00—0.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.00Onsite
truck

Offsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.09 0.09 0.07 0.80 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.11 0.00 0.03 0.03 — 114 114 0.01 < 0.005 0.49 116

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.02 0.00 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 3.07 3.07 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 3.12

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.00 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 0.51 0.51 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.52

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3.5. Grading (2025) - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Location TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Onsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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7,893—0.060.327,8667,866—1.26—1.261.41—1.410.0740.135.31.441.46Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 4.00 4.00 — 1.47 1.47 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.08 0.08 1.93 2.20 < 0.005 0.08 — 0.08 0.07 — 0.07 — 431 431 0.02 < 0.005 — 433

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 0.22 0.22 — 0.08 0.08 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.01 0.01 0.35 0.40 < 0.005 0.01 — 0.01 0.01 — 0.01 — 71.4 71.4 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 71.6

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 0.04 0.04 — 0.01 0.01 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Offsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.12 0.11 0.09 1.07 0.00 0.00 0.14 0.14 0.00 0.03 0.03 — 152 152 0.01 0.01 0.66 155

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 8.18 8.18 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.02 8.31

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.01 0.00 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 0.00 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 1.35 1.35 < 0.005 < 0.005 < 0.005 1.38

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3.7. Equipment installation (2025) - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Location TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Onsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.14 0.14 3.70 4.48 0.01 0.21 — 0.21 0.19 — 0.19 — 641 641 0.03 0.01 — 643

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.01 0.01 0.30 0.37 < 0.005 0.02 — 0.02 0.02 — 0.02 — 52.7 52.7 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 52.8

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

< 0.005 < 0.005 0.06 0.07 < 0.005 < 0.005 — < 0.005 < 0.005 — < 0.005 — 8.72 8.72 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 8.75

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Offsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Worker 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

4. Operations Emissions Details

4.1. Mobile Emissions by Land Use

4.1.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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4.2. Energy

4.2.1. Electricity Emissions By Land Use - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

4.2.3. Natural Gas Emissions By Land Use - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

4.3. Area Emissions by Source

4.3.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Source TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Consum
er
Product
s

0.02 0.02 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Architect
ural
Coating
s

0.06 0.06 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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0.00—0.000.000.000.00—0.00—0.000.00—0.000.000.000.000.000.00Landsca
pe
Equipm

Total 0.08 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Consum
er
Product
s

0.02 0.02 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Architect
ural
Coating
s

0.06 0.06 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total 0.08 0.08 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Consum
er
Product
s

< 0.005 < 0.005 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Architect
ural
Coating
s

0.01 0.01 — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Landsca
pe
Equipm
ent

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

4.4. Water Emissions by Land Use

4.4.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
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Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

4.5. Waste Emissions by Land Use

4.5.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00
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Total — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Other
Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

— — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

Total — — — — — — — — — — — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00

4.6. Refrigerant Emissions by Land Use

4.6.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4.7. Offroad Emissions By Equipment Type
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4.7.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Equipm
ent
Type

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4.8. Stationary Emissions By Equipment Type

4.8.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Equipm
ent
Type

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4.9. User Defined Emissions By Equipment Type

4.9.1. Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Equipm
ent
Type

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4.10. Soil Carbon Accumulation By Vegetation Type

4.10.1. Soil Carbon Accumulation By Vegetation Type - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Vegetati
on

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —



Laytonville Landfill Cover Repairs Project Detailed Report, 12/2/2024

26 / 39

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4.10.2. Above and Belowground Carbon Accumulation by Land Use Type - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Land
Use

TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Total — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4.10.3. Avoided and Sequestered Emissions by Species - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Species TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Avoided — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Sequest
ered

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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——————————————————Remove
d

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Avoided — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Sequest
ered

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Remove
d

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Avoided — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Sequest
ered

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Remove
d

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Subtotal — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

5. Activity Data

5.1. Construction Schedule
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Phase Name Phase Type Start Date End Date Days Per Week Work Days per Phase Phase Description

Demolition Demolition 6/1/2025 6/29/2025 5.00 20.0 —

Site Preparation Site Preparation 6/30/2025 7/11/2025 5.00 10.0 —

Grading Grading 7/12/2025 8/8/2025 5.00 20.0 —

Equipment installation Building Construction 8/9/2025 9/19/2025 5.00 30.0 —

5.2. Off-Road Equipment

5.2.1. Unmitigated

Phase Name Equipment Type Fuel Type Engine Tier Number per Day Hours Per Day Horsepower Load Factor

Demolition Rubber Tired Dozers Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 367 0.40

Demolition Excavators Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 36.0 0.38

Demolition Rubber Tired Loaders Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 150 0.36

Demolition Skid Steer Loaders Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 71.0 0.37

Site Preparation Rubber Tired Dozers Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 367 0.40

Site Preparation Dumpers/Tenders Diesel Average 1.00 8.00 16.0 0.38

Site Preparation Excavators Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 36.0 0.38

Site Preparation Tractors/Loaders/Back
hoes

Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 84.0 0.37

Site Preparation Rubber Tired Loaders Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 150 0.36

Site Preparation Skid Steer Loaders Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 71.0 0.37

Grading Excavators Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 36.0 0.38

Grading Graders Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 148 0.41

Grading Rubber Tired Dozers Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 367 0.40

Grading Scrapers Diesel Tier 3 3.00 8.00 423 0.48

Grading Plate Compactors Diesel Average 1.00 8.00 8.00 0.43

Grading Dumpers/Tenders Diesel Average 1.00 8.00 16.0 0.38

Equipment installation Excavators Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 36.0 0.38

Equipment installation Skid Steer Loaders Diesel Tier 3 1.00 8.00 71.0 0.37
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Equipment installation Tractors/Loaders/Back Diesel Tier 3 1.00 7.00 84.0 0.37

5.3. Construction Vehicles

5.3.1. Unmitigated

Phase Name Trip Type One-Way Trips per Day Miles per Trip Vehicle Mix

Demolition — — — —

Demolition Worker 10.0 10.3 LDA,LDT1,LDT2

Demolition Vendor — 7.10 HHDT,MHDT

Demolition Hauling 1.10 20.0 HHDT

Demolition Onsite truck — — HHDT

Site Preparation — — — —

Site Preparation Worker 15.0 10.3 LDA,LDT1,LDT2

Site Preparation Vendor — 7.10 HHDT,MHDT

Site Preparation Hauling 0.00 20.0 HHDT

Site Preparation Onsite truck — — HHDT

Grading — — — —

Grading Worker 20.0 10.3 LDA,LDT1,LDT2

Grading Vendor — 7.10 HHDT,MHDT

Grading Hauling 0.00 20.0 HHDT

Grading Onsite truck — — HHDT

Equipment installation — — — —

Equipment installation Worker 0.00 10.3 LDA,LDT1,LDT2

Equipment installation Vendor 0.00 7.10 HHDT,MHDT

Equipment installation Hauling 0.00 20.0 HHDT

Equipment installation Onsite truck — — HHDT

5.4. Vehicles
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5.4.1. Construction Vehicle Control Strategies

Non-applicable. No control strategies activated by user.

5.5. Architectural Coatings

Phase Name Residential Interior Area
Coated (sq ft)

Residential Exterior Area
Coated (sq ft)

Non-Residential Interior Area
Coated (sq ft)

Non-Residential Exterior Area
Coated (sq ft)

Parking Area Coated (sq ft)

5.6. Dust Mitigation

5.6.1. Construction Earthmoving Activities

Phase Name Material Imported (cy) Material Exported (cy) Acres Graded (acres) Material Demolished (Ton of
Debris)

Acres Paved (acres)

Demolition 0.00 0.00 0.00 85.1 —

Site Preparation — — 5.00 0.00 —

Grading — — 80.0 0.00 —

5.6.2. Construction Earthmoving Control Strategies

Control Strategies Applied Frequency (per day) PM10 Reduction PM2.5 Reduction

Water Exposed Area 2 61% 61%

5.7. Construction Paving

Land Use Area Paved (acres) % Asphalt

Other Non-Asphalt Surfaces 7.00 0%

5.8. Construction Electricity Consumption and Emissions Factors

kWh per Year and Emission Factor (lb/MWh)
Year kWh per Year CO2 CH4 N2O

2025 0.00 204 0.03 < 0.005
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5.9. Operational Mobile Sources

5.9.1. Unmitigated

Land Use Type Trips/Weekday Trips/Saturday Trips/Sunday Trips/Year VMT/Weekday VMT/Saturday VMT/Sunday VMT/Year

Other Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

5.10. Operational Area Sources

5.10.1. Hearths

5.10.1.1. Unmitigated

5.10.2. Architectural Coatings

Residential Interior Area Coated (sq
ft)

Residential Exterior Area Coated (sq
ft)

Non-Residential Interior Area Coated
(sq ft)

Non-Residential Exterior Area
Coated (sq ft)

Parking Area Coated (sq ft)

0 0.00 0.00 0.00 18,295

5.10.3. Landscape Equipment

Season Unit Value

Snow Days day/yr 0.00

Summer Days day/yr 180

5.11. Operational Energy Consumption

5.11.1. Unmitigated

Electricity (kWh/yr) and CO2 and CH4 and N2O and Natural Gas (kBTU/yr)
Land Use Electricity (kWh/yr) CO2 CH4 N2O Natural Gas (kBTU/yr)

Other Non-Asphalt Surfaces 0.00 204 0.0330 0.0040 0.00
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5.12. Operational Water and Wastewater Consumption

5.12.1. Unmitigated

Land Use Indoor Water (gal/year) Outdoor Water (gal/year)

Other Non-Asphalt Surfaces 0.00 0.00

5.13. Operational Waste Generation

5.13.1. Unmitigated

Land Use Waste (ton/year) Cogeneration (kWh/year)

Other Non-Asphalt Surfaces 0.00 —

5.14. Operational Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Equipment

5.14.1. Unmitigated

Land Use Type Equipment Type Refrigerant GWP Quantity (kg) Operations Leak Rate Service Leak Rate Times Serviced

5.15. Operational Off-Road Equipment

5.15.1. Unmitigated

Equipment Type Fuel Type Engine Tier Number per Day Hours Per Day Horsepower Load Factor

5.16. Stationary Sources

5.16.1. Emergency Generators and Fire Pumps

Equipment Type Fuel Type Number per Day Hours per Day Hours per Year Horsepower Load Factor
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5.16.2. Process Boilers

Equipment Type Fuel Type Number Boiler Rating (MMBtu/hr) Daily Heat Input (MMBtu/day) Annual Heat Input (MMBtu/yr)

5.17. User Defined

Equipment Type Fuel Type

5.18. Vegetation

5.18.1. Land Use Change

5.18.1.1. Unmitigated

Vegetation Land Use Type Vegetation Soil Type Initial Acres Final Acres

5.18.1. Biomass Cover Type

5.18.1.1. Unmitigated

Biomass Cover Type Initial Acres Final Acres

5.18.2. Sequestration

5.18.2.1. Unmitigated

Tree Type Number Electricity Saved (kWh/year) Natural Gas Saved (btu/year)

6. Climate Risk Detailed Report

6.1. Climate Risk Summary

Cal-Adapt midcentury 2040–2059 average projections for four hazards are reported below for your project location. These are under Representation Concentration Pathway (RCP) 8.5 which
assumes GHG emissions will continue to rise strongly through 2050 and then plateau around 2100.
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Climate Hazard Result for Project Location Unit

Temperature and Extreme Heat 10.3 annual days of extreme heat

Extreme Precipitation 34.5 annual days with precipitation above 20 mm

Sea Level Rise — meters of inundation depth

Wildfire 28.1 annual hectares burned

Temperature and Extreme Heat data are for grid cell in which your project are located. The projection is based on the 98th historical percentile of daily maximum/minimum temperatures from
observed historical data (32 climate model ensemble from Cal-Adapt, 2040–2059 average under RCP 8.5). Each grid cell is 6 kilometers (km) by 6 km, or 3.7 miles (mi) by 3.7 mi.
Extreme Precipitation data are for the grid cell in which your project are located. The threshold of 20 mm is equivalent to about ¾ an inch of rain, which would be light to moderate rainfall if
received over a full day or heavy rain if received over a period of 2 to 4 hours. Each grid cell is 6 kilometers (km) by 6 km, or 3.7 miles (mi) by 3.7 mi.
Sea Level Rise data are for the grid cell in which your project are located. The projections are from Radke et al. (2017), as reported in Cal-Adapt (Radke et al., 2017, CEC-500-2017-008), and
consider inundation location and depth for the San Francisco Bay, the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta and California coast resulting different increments of sea level rise coupled with
extreme storm events. Users may select from four scenarios to view the range in potential inundation depth for the grid cell. The four scenarios are: No rise, 0.5 meter, 1.0 meter, 1.41 meters
Wildfire data are for the grid cell in which your project are located. The projections are from UC Davis, as reported in Cal-Adapt (2040–2059 average under RCP 8.5), and consider historical data
of climate, vegetation, population density, and large (> 400 ha) fire history. Users may select from four model simulations to view the range in potential wildfire probabilities for the grid cell. The
four simulations make different assumptions about expected rainfall and temperature are: Warmer/drier (HadGEM2-ES), Cooler/wetter (CNRM-CM5), Average conditions (CanESM2), Range of
different rainfall and temperature possibilities (MIROC5). Each grid cell is 6 kilometers (km) by 6 km, or 3.7 miles (mi) by 3.7 mi.

6.2. Initial Climate Risk Scores

Climate Hazard Exposure Score Sensitivity Score Adaptive Capacity Score Vulnerability Score

Temperature and Extreme Heat N/A N/A N/A N/A

Extreme Precipitation 0 0 0 N/A

Sea Level Rise N/A N/A N/A N/A

Wildfire 0 0 0 N/A

Flooding 0 0 0 N/A

Drought N/A N/A N/A N/A

Snowpack Reduction N/A N/A N/A N/A

Air Quality Degradation N/A N/A N/A N/A

The sensitivity score reflects the extent to which a project would be adversely affected by exposure to a climate hazard. Exposure is rated on a scale of 1 to 5, with a score of 5 representing the
greatest exposure.
The adaptive capacity of a project refers to its ability to manage and reduce vulnerabilities from projected climate hazards. Adaptive capacity is rated on a scale of 1 to 5, with a score of 5
representing the greatest ability to adapt.
The overall vulnerability scores are calculated based on the potential impacts and adaptive capacity assessments for each hazard. Scores do not include implementation of climate risk reduction
measures.
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6.3. Adjusted Climate Risk Scores

Climate Hazard Exposure Score Sensitivity Score Adaptive Capacity Score Vulnerability Score

Temperature and Extreme Heat N/A N/A N/A N/A

Extreme Precipitation 1 1 1 2

Sea Level Rise N/A N/A N/A N/A

Wildfire 1 1 1 2

Flooding 1 1 1 2

Drought N/A N/A N/A N/A

Snowpack Reduction N/A N/A N/A N/A

Air Quality Degradation N/A N/A N/A N/A

The sensitivity score reflects the extent to which a project would be adversely affected by exposure to a climate hazard. Exposure is rated on a scale of 1 to 5, with a score of 5 representing the
greatest exposure.
The adaptive capacity of a project refers to its ability to manage and reduce vulnerabilities from projected climate hazards. Adaptive capacity is rated on a scale of 1 to 5, with a score of 5
representing the greatest ability to adapt.
The overall vulnerability scores are calculated based on the potential impacts and adaptive capacity assessments for each hazard. Scores include implementation of climate risk reduction
measures.

6.4. Climate Risk Reduction Measures

7. Health and Equity Details

7.1. CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Scores

The maximum CalEnviroScreen score is 100. A high score (i.e., greater than 50) reflects a higher pollution burden compared to other census tracts in the state.

Indicator Result for Project Census Tract

Exposure Indicators —

AQ-Ozone 7.60

AQ-PM 1.46

AQ-DPM 2.03

Drinking Water 39.6

Lead Risk Housing 30.2
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Pesticides 23.6

Toxic Releases 0.00

Traffic 1.18

Effect Indicators —

CleanUp Sites 0.00

Groundwater 91.0

Haz Waste Facilities/Generators 16.6

Impaired Water Bodies 58.7

Solid Waste 98.5

Sensitive Population —

Asthma 48.0

Cardio-vascular 28.1

Low Birth Weights 38.5

Socioeconomic Factor Indicators —

Education 45.9

Housing 22.7

Linguistic 5.64

Poverty 73.0

Unemployment 98.3

7.2. Healthy Places Index Scores

The maximum Health Places Index score is 100. A high score (i.e., greater than 50) reflects healthier community conditions compared to other census tracts in the state.

Indicator Result for Project Census Tract

Economic —

Above Poverty 25.67688952

Employed 6.274862056

Median HI 15.18029

Education —
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Bachelor's or higher 47.91479533

High school enrollment 5.286795842

Preschool enrollment 48.45374054

Transportation —

Auto Access 36.01950468

Active commuting 82.62543308

Social —

2-parent households 10.4452714

Voting 48.64622097

Neighborhood —

Alcohol availability 88.00205312

Park access 12.12626716

Retail density 0.962402156

Supermarket access 20.46708585

Tree canopy 99.19158219

Housing —

Homeownership 54.3308097

Housing habitability 43.44924933

Low-inc homeowner severe housing cost burden 46.18247145

Low-inc renter severe housing cost burden 69.97305274

Uncrowded housing 50.16040036

Health Outcomes —

Insured adults 22.85384319

Arthritis 0.0

Asthma ER Admissions 53.4

High Blood Pressure 0.0

Cancer (excluding skin) 0.0

Asthma 0.0
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Coronary Heart Disease 0.0

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 0.0

Diagnosed Diabetes 0.0

Life Expectancy at Birth 52.1

Cognitively Disabled 15.2

Physically Disabled 7.8

Heart Attack ER Admissions 73.9

Mental Health Not Good 0.0

Chronic Kidney Disease 0.0

Obesity 0.0

Pedestrian Injuries 91.4

Physical Health Not Good 0.0

Stroke 0.0

Health Risk Behaviors —

Binge Drinking 0.0

Current Smoker 0.0

No Leisure Time for Physical Activity 0.0

Climate Change Exposures —

Wildfire Risk 17.3

SLR Inundation Area 74.9

Children 88.7

Elderly 12.2

English Speaking 84.8

Foreign-born 1.6

Outdoor Workers 8.4

Climate Change Adaptive Capacity —

Impervious Surface Cover 98.9

Traffic Density 1.6
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Traffic Access 0.0

Other Indices —

Hardship 59.3

Other Decision Support —

2016 Voting 45.8

7.3. Overall Health & Equity Scores

Metric Result for Project Census Tract

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Score for Project Location (a) 25.0

Healthy Places Index Score for Project Location (b) 23.0

Project Located in a Designated Disadvantaged Community (Senate Bill 535) No

Project Located in a Low-Income Community (Assembly Bill 1550) Yes

Project Located in a Community Air Protection Program Community (Assembly Bill 617) No

a: The maximum CalEnviroScreen score is 100. A high score (i.e., greater than 50) reflects a higher pollution burden compared to other census tracts in the state.
b: The maximum Health Places Index score is 100. A high score (i.e., greater than 50) reflects healthier community conditions compared to other census tracts in the state.

7.4. Health & Equity Measures

No Health & Equity Measures selected.

7.5. Evaluation Scorecard

Health & Equity Evaluation Scorecard not completed.

7.6. Health & Equity Custom Measures

No Health & Equity Custom Measures created.

8. User Changes to Default Data

Screen Justification

Construction: Construction Phases Construction would have a duration of 16 weeks

Construction: Off-Road Equipment Based on applicant provided information

Construction: On-Road Fugitive Dust Access to the project site is provided by a paved road
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and side slope final cover to the foundation layer, stockpiling reusable materials, and disposing of 

geosynthetic materials off-site. The foundation layer soil will be prepared and compacted per ASTM 

standard D1557, with seep and landfill gas (LFG) collectors installed before placing a low-density 

polyethylene barrier, drainage materials, and protective cover soil. A reconstructed drainage system 

will feature berm channels, subsurface drains, and perimeter swales, while LFG collectors, vents, and 

trench collection galleries will be installed below the final cover. The existing perimeter landfill gas 

monitoring probe will be relocated, and sedimentary piezometer, and a new groundwater monitoring 

well will be installed. Erosion control measures include hydroseeding, fiber rolls, gravel bags, and 

straw, with long-term stabilization provided by native grasses and shrubs.  

The final cover will consist of a two-foot-thick foundation layer, a composite barrier and drainage layer, 

and a two-foot-thick vegetative soil layer. Ground-disturbing activities such as grading, excavation, and 

trenching will occur during the removal and replacement of drainage systems and slope covers. The 

maximum depth of ground disturbance would be approximately four feet, Installation of the LFG probe, 

piezometer, and groundwater monitoring well would involve minimal ground disturbance. The bore 

holes for the LFG probe and piezometer would be up to 25 feet deep and the groundwater monitoring 

well would be up to 50 feet deep. The bore holes for these features would be a minimum of four inches 

in diameter and a maximum of ten inches. Construction activities would result in approximately 12,500 

cubic yards of cut soil and 15,000 cubic yards of fill soil that has been previously disturbed as part of 

previous landfill closure and repair activities. Overall, the project would replace approximately 

185,000 square feet of existing landfill cover. No soil import or export would occur as cut soil and soil 

from the onsite borrow, stockpile, and staging area would be used as fill. The landfill will remain closed, 

with no operational changes following project completion. 

Methods 

This section presents the methods for each task completed during the preparation of this assessment. 

Background and Archival Research 

California Historical Resources Information System Records Search 

On December 16, 2024, Rincon received the California Histoircal Resources Information System 

(CHRIS) records search results from the Northwest Information Center at Sonoma State University (File 

No. 24-0767). The Northwest Information Center (NWIC) is the official state repository for cultural 

resources records and reports for the county in which the proposed project falls. The purpose of the 

records search was to identify previously recorded cultural resources, as well as previously conducted 

cultural resources studies within the project site and a 0.5-mile radius surrounding it. Rincon also 

reviewed the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical 

Resources (CRHR), the California Historical Landmarks list, and the Built Environment Resources 

Directory, as well as its predecessor the California State Historic Property Data File. Additionally, 

Rincon reviewed the Archaeological Determination of Eligibility list. Results of the records search can 

be found in Attachment 2. 

Sacred Lands File Search 

On November 22, 2024, Rincon contacted the NAHC to request a search of the SLF as well as an 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) specific list of Native American contacts culturally affiliated with the project 

site (Attachment 3). 
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According to the USDA Soil Survey, the project area is mainly underlain the Pits and Dumps soils (USDA 

2024). This classification indicates extensive human disturbance, including excavation and waste 

deposition, resulting in heterogeneous soils that lack a natural profile. Soils within the stock piling 

portion to the north include the Xerochrepts-Haploxeralfs-Argixerolls complex (9 to 30 percent slopes) 

directly north, south, and east of the project site and Haploxeralfs and wet-Argixerolls complex (0 to 5 

percent slopes) to the west of the project site. These soil complexes are formed from alluvium derived 

from rock and are found on terraces with an A Horizon (topsoil) of 2 to 19 inches in depth. 

As indicated by Waters (1992), A Horizons form on stable landforms not subject to intensive 

depositional or erosional processes. Given that A Horizons form on stable landforms, they are the 

primary horizons wherein archaeological materials would be typically deposited. There are different 

classes of A Horizons, such as Ab Horizons, which are A Horizons that have been buried by depositional 

processes. The soils documented within the project site do not contain documented buried A Horizons 

(Ab Horizon) suggesting a low potential to contain archaeological deposits buried by natural processes. 

The "Pits and Dumps" classification within the landfill indicates significant soil modification, which, 

combined with the steep slopes and prior anthropogenic disturbance in the area, suggests a low 

potential for the presence of intact subsurface archaeological deposits. The extensive grading, waste 

deposition, and ongoing maintenance activities in and around the landfill have likely disrupted any 

pre-existing archaeological context. The archival research indicates the Laytonville Landfill has 

undergone significant anthropogenic disturbance since its establishment in the late 1960s, including 

clearing, grading, waste deposition, and repeated repair efforts. Historical imagery and maps confirm 

that the site remained forested and undeveloped until 1964, after which extensive grading and 

construction activities were undertaken to support landfill operations. By 1998, the landfill was capped 

with a multi-layered cover, and subsequent repairs to stabilize slopes were conducted from 2006 to 

2017. 

Archaeological sites, specifically settlements, tend to be distributed on specific geographic settings, 

including areas near pre-contact perennial water sources, such as a lake, stream, or springs with 

generally level topography (Meyer et al. 2010). The historical maps and aerial imagery depict Cahto 

Creek, a perennial water source, within 1,000 feet south of the project site and the three recorded 

Native American archaeological resources within the vicinity of the project site are all located within 

500 feet of Cahto Creek. The presence of a year-round water source increases the likelihood of buried 

precontact archaeological deposits or features in the project site. 

Although the presence of nearby archaeological resources suggests an overall sensitivity of the area, 

the extensive past disturbances of the project site from grading, waste deposition, and slope 

stabilization efforts, have substantially reduced the potential for intact subsurface archaeological 

deposits within the project area. The project site has low to no potential to support intact 

archaeological deposits due to previous disturbance associated with the landfill operation. 

Additional Background Research 

In addition to background research conducted for this assessment, Rincon utilized background 

information from a recently conducted Design Basis Memorandum Final Cover Remediation and 

Improvements Plan for the Laytonville Landfill (Geo-Logic Associates 2024). The report indicates the 

Laytonville Landfill was closed between July 1997 and May 1998. Following the closure, a cover 

system was installed, consisting of a 24-inch layer of foundation soil, a geotextiles landfill gas 

migration layer, geosynthetic clay liner barrier layer, a geotextiles filter fabric drainage layer, and a 

minimum of 18 inches of vegetative soil on the top deck area. On the side slope areas, the cover 

system was similar except the vegetative soil was of an unspecified thickness. Repairs to the landfill's 

western slope were completed in 2006 and 2007, with additional repairs on the eastern slope in 2011 
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for unanticipated archaeological discoveries during ground disturbing activities. Therefore, Rincon 

recommends the following Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources. Implementation of this 

measure required to reduce impacts to historical and unique archaeological resources to a less-than-

significant level pursuant to CEQA. 

Recommended Mitigation 

Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources 

In the event that archaeological resources are unexpectedly encountered during ground-disturbing 

activities, work in the immediate area should be halted and the Qualified Archaeologist should be 

contacted immediately to evaluate the find. If the find is Native American in origin, a Native American 

representative should also be contacted to participate in the evaluation of the find. If necessary, the 

evaluation may require preparation of a treatment plan and archaeological testing for CRHR eligibility. 

If the discovery proves to be eligible for the CRHR and cannot be avoided by the modified project, 

additional work, such as data recovery excavation, may be warranted to mitigate any significant 

impacts to historical resources. 

Human Remains (Threshold C) 

No human remains are known to be present within the project site. However, the discovery of human 

remains is always a possibility during ground disturbing activities. If human remains are found, the 

State of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall 

occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public 

Resources Code Section 5097.98. In the event of an unanticipated discovery of human remains, the 

County Coroner must be notified immediately. If the human remains are determined to be of Native 

American origin, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission, which will determine 

and notify a most likely descendant (MLD). The MLD has 48 hours from being granted site access to 

make recommendations for the disposition of the remains. If the MLD does not make 

recommendations within 48 hours, the landowner shall reinter the remains in an area of the property 

secure from subsequent disturbance. With adherence to existing regulations, Rincon recommends a 

finding of less than significant impact to human remains under CEQA. 
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Should you have any questions concerning this study, please do not hesitate to contact the 

undersigned at 510-379-7006 or efoster@rinconconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

Lucas Nichols, BA 

Archaeologist 

Catherine Johnson, PhD, RPA 

Archaeologist 

Elaine Foster, MA, RPA 

Archaeologist/Project Manager 

Candace Ehringer, MA.RPA 

Cultural Resources Principal 
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Figure 1 Regional Location 

 

Basemap provided by National Geographic Society, Esri and their licensors
© 2025. Cahto Peak Quadrangle. T21N R15W S14. The topographic
representation depicted in this map may not portray all of thefeatures
currently found in the vicinity today and/or features depicted in this map
may have changed since the original topographic map was assembled.
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Figure 2 Project Location 
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Photograph 1 Overview of Project Site from the East, Facing West 

 

Photograph 2 Overview of Project Site from the Eastern Boundary, Facing Southeast 
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Photograph 3 Asphalt Stockpile, Facing East 

 

Photograph 4 Stockpiles along Northeastern Boundary, Facing East 
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1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose for the Hydrology and Drainage Study is to support remedial final cover repair 

design for the Laytonville Landfill, a closed landfill site owned and maintained by the 

Mendocino County Department of Transportation, Solid Waste Division (herein County).  Both 

existing and proposed conditions were modeled and analyzed as part of the study.  The 

enclosed Hydrology and Drainage Plan was prepared in accordance with California Code of 

Regulations Title 27 (CCR 27).   

1.2 Background and Site Location  

The Laytonville Landfill has been owned and operated by the County since opening in 1967. 

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors voted to have the landfill closed earlier than the 

original scheduled closure date, even though the landfill had not yet reached its permitted 

capacity.  The landfill accepted municipal solid waste (MSW) generated from the surrounding 

service area for on-site disposal.  The MSW refuse disposed at the landfill primarily consisted 

of 90 percent residential wastes, 5 percent commercial wastes and 5 percent demolition 

wastes. No designated or hazardous wastes (i.e., special wastes, liquids, sludges or slurries) 

were accepted for on-site disposal.  The landfill was closed in 1997. 

The Site is located approximately 1.5 miles southwest of the community of Laytonville, on the 

south side of Branscomb Road. Access to the landfill site from Laytonville is along westbound 

Branscomb Road to a southbound service road located immediately west of the Mendocino 

County Public Works Maintenance Yard. The landfill area encompasses approximately 7 acres 

of the 34.7 acre parcel. 

1.3 Geology  

The landfill is situated on the eastern side of the San Andreas Fault, within the northern 
Coastal Mountain Range geomorphic province. The landfill site and vicinity are underlain by 
the Cretaceous age (65 to 190 million years before present) Franciscan Formation, Plio-
Pleistocene age (11,000 to 3,000,000 years before present) continental terrace deposits, 
and by Holocene age (present to 11,000 years before present) alluvial deposits. 
 
Three geologic units underlie the landfill site. The Franciscan Formation underlies the entire 
site and consists of a tectonic melange comprised of sandstone, shale and metavolcanic 
greenstones, and cherts. These rock units are highly sheared and weathered, and tend to 
have very low porosity. The Franciscan Formation is generally considered to be a poor aquifer 
with the exception of localized zones of high porosity and permeability that have been faulted 
and/or fractured by past tectonic activity. Continental terrace deposits overlie the older 
Franciscan Formation and consist of poorly sorted, moderately to highly consolidated, silty 
conglomerate, clayey sand, sandy clay, and silty clay. Alluvial deposits locally overlie both the 
Franciscan Formation and continental terrace deposits within drainages on the site and 
consist of unconsolidated grave'1 sand, silt, and clay.   
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2. HYDROLOGY AND DRAINAGE ANALYSIS 

2.1 Hydrology and Drainage 

SWT Engineering (SWT) has prepared an analysis of the hydrology and drainage for the 
Laytonville Landfill.  The primary objective for this hydrology study is to have knowledge of the 
final conditions at the site as it pertains to runoff watershed during a storm event for the 
identified areas of the subject property.  Offsite tributaries the run onto the landfill were 
analyzed as part of this study.  

2.2 Site Description/Tributaries  

Analyzed areas are described below 

Tributary Area A 

Area A drainage originates outside of the approximate limit of refuse north of the landfill area.  
The largest of the tributaries is characterized by the old soil borrow deck (Subarea A1) and 
relatively well vegetated native slopes/open area (Subareas A2/A3).  Drainage is conveyed by 
sheet flowing across the old borrow area and concentrates at earthen swales on its way to the 
‘frog pond’.  Though the largest area, historically this tributary has performed well during storm 
events and conveyance structure improvements are not expected with the remedial cover 
repair design.  In total Area A area is approximately 12.1 acres, developed from nodes 1.00 
through 1.15. 

Tributary Area B 

Area B drainage originates at the top of the south-southeastern mound and encompasses the 
sloped area north and east of the mound.  Subareas B1 and B2 runoff drains northerly into 
1/2-round corrugated metal flumes which convey the flow north to the main access 
road/earthen open swale flowing towards Sedimentation Basin #3.  Subarea B1 & B2 drain 
to a confluence point at Node 2.10.  Subareas B3 & B4 drain from the southeasterly edges of 
the landfill and will be conveyed via a new AC downdrain and/or CMP downdrain to the north-
northwest towards the Node 2.10 confluence point.  The flow from Subareas B1 through B4 
drain from the confluence point at Node 2.10 to the Sedimentation Basin #3 at Node 2.25 
where the flow confluences with runoff from Subarea B5.  Flow at Node 2.25 then drains to 
the Unnumbered/Unnamed Sediment Basin at Node 2.30 where it confluences with runoff 
from Subarea B6.    In total Area B area is approximately 4.5 acres, developed from nodes 
2.00 through 2.30. 

Tributary Area C 

Area C drainage originates on the top deck of the landfill. The runoff is directed by grade and 
the top deck berm control to various pipe or open metal flume style inlets.  The inlets are then 
conveyed down the slope via 1/2-round corrugated metal flumes or full corrugated metal pipe 
(CMP) downdrains to a compacted base channel on the inside of the northerly perimeter 
access road.  The graded road channel collects runoff from the slope above and below the 
confluence point and will then convey the runoff northerly along the inside of the perimeter 
road to an existing 24" CMP inlet/downdrain. The runoff will then be directed to a riprap 
dissipater and then to Sedimentation Basin #2.  In total Area C area is approximately 4.4 
acres, developed from nodes 3.00 through 3.10. 
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Tributary Area D 

Area D drainage area originates south of the top deck berm and included the south and 
southwest facing waste slopes and the open earthen swale at the southern portion of this 
tributary.  A majority of the runoff is then directed down the slope via via sheet flow to either 
the earthen swale and/or a rock-lined ditch or directly to Sedimentation Basin #1.  Ultimately 
will be dissipated by rock slope protection into an existing basin.  In total Area D area is 
approximately 3.7 acres, developed from nodes 4.00 through 4.10. 

2.3 Basis for Hydrology Calculations 

Input data required for hydrologic analysis was compiled for the site as well as the latest 
topography of the landfill area was obtained from the Laytonville Landfill.  Additional data 
necessary for hydrologic modeling included the existing and proposed stormwater conveyance 
network, retention basin configuration, aerial images, soils data, and precipitation data from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).   

100 Year Average Recurrence Interval Intensities 

Duration (minutes) Intensity (inches/hour) 

5 5.64 

10 4.04 

15 3.26 

30 2.23 

60 1.57 

120 1.27 

180 1.13 

Before creating the hydrology model, the watershed area, land use, soil type, flow path lengths 
and type, and average slope were identified and used as input data for the hydrology 
modeling, most of which can be seen on Figure 1. 

A hydrology study was performed for the combined existing and proposed conditions based 
on the most current aerial topo and the (preliminary) remedial cover repair design.  The 
Laytonville Landfill hydrology study was conducted for the 100-year, 24-hour storm event, the 
design return period for a class III MSW facility.  All soils were classified as being type C (mid-
high runoff potential) soils with a low infiltration rate of 0.20-0.25 inches per hour and having 
Antecedent Moisture Condition III (saturated).  Flow path length, type, and slope were obtained 
from the appropriate existing or proposed grading design presented in Figure 1.   

2.4 Hydrology Analysis and Modeling 

The Rational Method Hydrology Computer Program by Advanced Engineering Software (AES) 
was used to determine peak runoff flows.  The Rational Method relates rainfall intensity, a 
runoff coefficient, and drainage area size to the peak runoff from the drainage area.  The 
mathematical relationship for the Rational Method equation is: 
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Q = CIA 

Where: Q = the peak discharge (cubic feet per second or CFS); 

 C = a runoff coefficient representing the ratio of runoff depth to rainfall depth 
(dimensionless); 

 I = the time-averaged rainfall intensity for a storm duration equal to the time of 
concentration (inches/hour); and 

 A = drainage area (acres). 

Drainage area and nodal information were input into the software program to calculate the 
tributary runoff for the purpose of confirming adequacy of existing features and sizing 
drainage conveyance features that will need to be constructed during remedial cover repair.  
The tributary areas for the hydrology analyses were divided into drainage subareas based on 
existing and proposed improvements/topography.  The rainfall intensity data for the 
Laytonville Landfill area was input into the program, based on the rainfall intensity data 
obtained from the NOAA. A copy of the data and conversion calculations is included in 
Appendix C. 

Runoff flows were determined based on a subarea’s tributary area, the selected runoff 
coefficients, time of concentration, and land use type. 

  



5 

 

LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL  SWT Engineering 

HYDROLOGY AND DRAINAGE PLAN  
Z:\PROJECTS\Mendocino County\Laytonville Landfill\Cover Repair\Hydrology and Drainage Plan\Text\Laytonville - Hydrology and Drainage 

Plan_January 2025.docx 

3. RESULTS 

The 100-year, 24-hour storm runoff for the Laytonville Landfill areas was determined using 
the rational method.  All AES Rational Method Hydrology Program output files are included 
Appendix B.  The abbreviated table of results summarizes the critical peak discharge 
calculations for the Laytonville Landfill.  The Hydrology Map (Figure 1) includes the study 
points of interest (nodes), size, and boundaries of specific study areas, drainage structures, 
contours and elevations which correspond to the hydrology study input and output data.  The 
following is a discussion of the results for sizing proposed features or confirming adequacy or 
existing features. 

100-YEAR, 24-HOUR RUNOFF SUMMARY TABLE 

LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL DEVELOPED CONDITION TRIBUTARY AREA  

SUBAREA 

NO. 
NODE NO. 

SUBAREA 

AREA (AC) 

SUBAREA 

RUNOFF 

(CFS) 

∑ AREA (AC) 

PEAK 

RUNOFF 

(CFS) 

COMMENTS 

 

A1 1.00 - 1.05 4.3 12.7 4.3 12.7 INITIAL AREA  

A2 1.05 - 1.10 4.0 11.2 8.4 23.0 ADD AREA  

A3 1.10 - 1.15 3.8 9.9 12.1 31.8 ADD AREA  

  1.15     12.1 31.8 CONFLUENCE  

   

B1 2.00 - 2.05 0.6 1.9 0.6 1.9 INITIAL AREA  

B2 2.05 - 2.10 1.3 3.8 1.9 5.6 ADD AREA  

  2.10     1.9 5.6 CONFLUENCE  

B3 2.15-2.20 0.3 0.9 0.3 0.9 ADD AREA  

B4 2.20-2.10 0.3 0.8 0.5 1.7 ADD AREA  

  2.10     2.4 7.2 CONFLUENCE  

B5 2.10 - 2.25 0.6 1.7 3.0 8.6 ADD AREA  

B5 2.25-2.30 1.8 5.0 4.8 13.4 ADD AREA  

   

C1 3.00 - 3.05 2.4 7.3 2.4 7.3 INITIAL AREA  

C2 3.05 - 3.10 2.0 5.8 4.4 12.9 DOWNDRAIN  

  3.10     4.4 12.9 CONFLUENCE  

   

D1 4.00 - 4.05 2.2 6.2 2.2 6.2 INITIAL AREA  

D2 4.10 - 4.05 1.5 6.0 3.7 6.0 ADD AREA  

  4.05     3.7 11.0 CONFLUENCE  
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3.1 Hydrology Analysis  

Tributary Area A: This area includes approximately 12.1 acres and has an approximate peak 
runoff of 31.7 cfs with an associated time of concentration of approximately 16.5 minutes 
(See Figure 1 and Appendix A).  The drainage area outfalls into the existing Frog Pond at nodal 
point 1.15.   

Tributary Area B: This area includes approximately 4.8 acres and has an approximate peak 
runoff of 13.4 cfs with an associated time of concentration of approximately 11 minutes (See 
Figure 1 and Appendix A).  The drainage area outfalls into the existing Sedimentation Basin 
#3 at nodal point 2.30.   

Tributary Area C: This area includes approximately 4.4 acres and has an approximate peak 
runoff of 12.85 cfs with an associated time of concentration of approximately 13.3 minutes 
(See Figure 1 and Appendix A).  The drainage area outfalls into the existing Sedimentation 
Basin #2 at nodal point 3.10.   

Tributary Area D: This area includes approximately 3.7 acres and has an approximate peak 
runoff of 11.0 cfs with an associated time of concentration of approximately 8.1 minutes (See 
Figure 1 and Appendix A).  The drainage area outfalls into the existing Sedimentation Basin 
#1 at nodal point 4.05.   
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3.2 Hydraulics  

The drainage control structures, existing and proposed, have been designed or confirmed 
adequate to convey the runoff from a 100-year, 24-hour storm event using normal depth 
hydraulic calculations for open channel flows.  Calculations were made using Manning’s 
Equation for open channel flow.  Rock slope protection size, thickness/depth, and width were 
selected using calculated flow rates and velocities per Caltrans Standard Specifications (2018 
version).  The following is a summary of results for sizing proposed features or confirming 
adequacy of existing features:   

100-YEAR, 24-HOUR HYDRAULICS SUMMARY TABLE 

LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL  

SUBAREA 

NO. 

DRAINAGE 

NODE 

PEAK 

FLOW 

(CFS)* 

VELOCITY 

(FPS) 
DRAINAGE TYPE 

b 

(ft) 

D 

(ft) 

Z 

(r) 

Z 

(l) 

n 

(ft) 

S 

(ft/ft) 

dn 

(ft) 

FB 

(in) 

A1 1.00 - 1.05 12.7 6.5 Sheet Flow Deck           0.025     

A2 1.05 - 1.10 23.0 6.5 Native Slopes           0.081     

A3 1.10 - 1.15 31.8 3.1 Native Slopes           0.025     

  

B1 2.00 - 2.05 1.9 7.0 AC or RSP Downdrain            0.021     

B2 2.05 - 2.10 5.6 7.0 AC or RSP Downdrain            0.154     

B3 2.15-2.20 0.9 3.9 AC or RSP Downdrain            0.030     

B4 2.20-2.10 1.7 3.9 RSP Downdrain            0.133     

B5 2.10-2.25 8.6 6.7 
Native or RSP 

Downdrain 
          0.056     

B6 2.25-2.30 13.4 8.5 
Native or RSP 

Downdrain 
          0.073     

  

C1 3.00 - 3.05 7.3 6.6 Base Road Ditch           0.012     

C1 3.00 - 3.05 7.3 6.6 CMP Downdrain(s)-E           0.226     

C1 3.00 - 3.05 7.3 6.6 
CMP Downdrain(s)-

NW 
          0.226     

C2 3.05 - 3.10 12.9 6.6 
CMP Downdrain to 

Basin 
          0.095     

  

D1 4.00 - 4.05 6.2 5.0 
Native or RSP 

Downdrain 
          0.036     

D2 4.10 - 4.05 6.0 5.0 
Native or RSP 

Downdrain 
          0.290     

D2 4.10 - 4.05 6.0 5.0 Base Road Ditch           0.100     

  
Notes: 

1.  This Table will be updated (velocities, feature configurations, etc.) with the design plans for sizing conveyance features/structures. 

2.    b=base width, D=depth, Z=side slope change in elevation (ft.) per foot, n=coefficient of roughness, S=slope (ft/ft), dn=normal depth, 

FB=freeboard 
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4. CONCLUSION, CLOSURE, AND LIMITATIONS 

This study was conducted to facilitate the design of remedial final cover repairs for the 
Laytonville Landfill, a closed landfill site under the ownership and maintenance of the 
Mendocino County Department of Transportation, Solid Waste Division. The study focused on 
determining peak flow rates and velocities for existing or modified stormwater conveyance 
features, as well as for new ones.   

While typical conveyance features were analyzed during this study, it's important to note that 
the final design of these features will be completed as part of the Closure Cover Remediation 
work. This report will serve as a critical resource for sizing and selecting materials for the 
remediation efforts.   

This report is based on the available plans and information obtained from the County for the 
Laytonville Landfill.  Our firm should be notified of any pertinent change in the project plans 
or if conditions are found that differ from those described in this report, since this may require 
a re-evaluation of the conclusions and recommendations presented herein. 

This report has not been prepared for use by parties or projects other than those named or 
described above.  It may not contain sufficient information for other parties or other purposes.  
This report has been prepared in accordance with generally accepted engineering practices 
and makes no other warranties, either expressed or implied, as to the professional advice or 
data included herein. 

These documents have been prepared under the supervision of Michael A. Cullinane, P.E., 
and Brian M. Reyes, P.E., whose seals as Registered Professional Engineers in the State of 
California are affixed below.  We appreciate this opportunity to be of service.  If you have any 
questions regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________   ______________________________ 

Michael A. Cullinane, P.E.      Brian. M. Reyes, P.E.  
RCE 41981       RCE 89895  
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FIGURE 1 

HYDROLOGY MAP 

  



100*YEAR, 24«HOUR RUNOFF SUMMARY TABLE

LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL DEVELOPED CONDITION TRIBUTARY AREA

SUBAREA NO. nodf no 5U8AREA
AREA FAC]

SUBAREA

runoif rcrsi JARFA^ACt
PE At RUNOFF

|€«S1
COMMENTS

Al 100- iOS 4.3 127 4 3 127 INITIAL ARIA

A2 LOS- 2.10 4.0 11.2 K4 23.0 ADO ARIA

A3 no - iis 3.8 9 9 124 318 APO AREA

3.15 12.1 31.6 C0NFLUENC6

BL 2.00- 2.05 0.6 1.9 0.6 79 :NlTIAl AREA

82 2.05-2.10 1.3 3.8 1.9 5.8 ADO AREA

2 10 1.9 5.6 CONFLUENCE

63 2.15-2.20 0.3 09 0.3 •0.9 ADO AREA

8^ 2.202.10 0.3 0.8 0.5 17 ADD AREA

2.10 2.4 7.2 CONFLUENCE

85 2.10 - 2.25 06 1.7 9.0 86 AQO AREA

85 2.25- 2.JO 1.8 5.0 4.8 13 4 ADO AREA

CL 3 30 305 24 7 3 24 73 :NITIAl AR{A

c? 3.05 3.10 2.0 5.8 4 4 )?.O DOWNDRAIN

3.10 4 4 17.0 CONFl HENCE

Dl coo - a.os 2.2 6.2 2.1 6.2 NllIAL AREA

02 c.io- a.os 1.5 6 0 37 b.U ADO AREA

4.05 37 110 CONFLUENCE



 

 

LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL  SWT Engineering 

HYDROLOGY AND DRAINAGE PLAN   
Z:\PROJECTS\Mendocino County\Laytonville Landfill\Cover Repair\Hydrology and Drainage Plan\Text\Laytonville - Hydrology and Drainage 

Plan_January 2025.docx               

APPENDICES 



LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL  SWT Engineering 

HYDROLOGY AND DRAINAGE PLAN   
Z:\PROJECTS\Mendocino County\Laytonville Landfill\Cover Repair\Hydrology and Drainage Plan\Text\Laytonville - Hydrology and Drainage 

Plan_January 2025.docx 

APPENDIX A 
RAINFALL DATA 

  



NOAA Atlas 14, Volume 6, Version 2
Location name: Laytonville, California, USA*

Latitude: 39.6731°, Longitude: -123.5051°
Elevation: m/ft**
* source: ESRI Maps

** source: USGS

POINT PRECIPITATION FREQUENCY ESTIMATES

Sanja Perica, Sarah Dietz, Sarah Heim, Lillian Hiner, Kazungu Maitaria, Deborah Martin, Sandra
Pavlovic, Ishani Roy, Carl Trypaluk, Dale Unruh, Fenglin Yan, Michael Yekta, Tan Zhao, Geoffrey

Bonnin, Daniel Brewer, Li-Chuan Chen, Tye Parzybok, John Yarchoan

NOAA, National Weather Service, Silver Spring, Maryland

PF_tabular | PF_graphical | Maps_&_aerials

PF tabular
PDS-based point precipitation frequency estimates with 90% confidence intervals (in inches/hour)1

Duration
Average recurrence interval (years)

1 2 5 10 25 50 100 200 500 1000

5-min 2.08
(1.84‑2.36)

2.56
(2.26‑2.92)

3.19
(2.81‑3.66)

3.72
(3.24‑4.31)

4.46
(3.73‑5.38)

5.04
(4.12‑6.23)

5.64
(4.48‑7.18)

6.28
(4.81‑8.26)

7.15
(5.23‑9.88)

7.85
(5.52‑11.3)

10-min 1.49
(1.31‑1.70)

1.83
(1.61‑2.09)

2.29
(2.01‑2.62)

2.66
(2.33‑3.09)

3.20
(2.68‑3.85)

3.61
(2.95‑4.46)

4.04
(3.21‑5.14)

4.49
(3.45‑5.92)

5.12
(3.75‑7.08)

5.63
(3.95‑8.09)

15-min 1.20
(1.06‑1.37)

1.47
(1.30‑1.68)

1.84
(1.62‑2.12)

2.15
(1.88‑2.49)

2.58
(2.16‑3.11)

2.91
(2.38‑3.60)

3.26
(2.59‑4.15)

3.62
(2.78‑4.77)

4.13
(3.02‑5.71)

4.54
(3.19‑6.52)

30-min 0.820
(0.726‑0.936)

1.01
(0.892‑1.15)

1.26
(1.11‑1.45)

1.47
(1.28‑1.70)

1.76
(1.48‑2.13)

1.99
(1.63‑2.46)

2.23
(1.77‑2.84)

2.48
(1.91‑3.26)

2.83
(2.07‑3.91)

3.10
(2.18‑4.46)

60-min 0.575
(0.509‑0.657)

0.708
(0.625‑0.810)

0.885
(0.780‑1.02)

1.03
(0.901‑1.20)

1.24
(1.04‑1.49)

1.40
(1.14‑1.73)

1.57
(1.24‑1.99)

1.74
(1.34‑2.29)

1.98
(1.45‑2.74)

2.18
(1.53‑3.13)

2-hr 0.467
(0.413‑0.533)

0.576
(0.509‑0.659)

0.721
(0.635‑0.827)

0.841
(0.733‑0.974)

1.01
(0.842‑1.21)

1.13
(0.927‑1.40)

1.27
(1.01‑1.61)

1.41
(1.08‑1.85)

1.60
(1.17‑2.20)

1.75
(1.23‑2.51)

3-hr 0.420
(0.372‑0.480)

0.518
(0.457‑0.592)

0.647
(0.570‑0.742)

0.753
(0.657‑0.873)

0.899
(0.753‑1.08)

1.01
(0.828‑1.25)

1.13
(0.897‑1.44)

1.25
(0.961‑1.65)

1.42
(1.04‑1.96)

1.55
(1.09‑2.23)

6-hr 0.328
(0.290‑0.375)

0.404
(0.357‑0.462)

0.504
(0.443‑0.578)

0.586
(0.511‑0.679)

0.698
(0.585‑0.842)

0.785
(0.641‑0.971)

0.874
(0.694‑1.11)

0.967
(0.742‑1.27)

1.09
(0.800‑1.51)

1.19
(0.838‑1.72)

12-hr 0.244
(0.216‑0.279)

0.303
(0.268‑0.346)

0.381
(0.335‑0.437)

0.445
(0.388‑0.515)

0.533
(0.446‑0.643)

0.601
(0.491‑0.744)

0.672
(0.533‑0.855)

0.745
(0.572‑0.980)

0.846
(0.618‑1.17)

0.925
(0.650‑1.33)

24-hr 0.191
(0.172‑0.217)

0.240
(0.215‑0.274)

0.306
(0.273‑0.349)

0.359
(0.319‑0.413)

0.433
(0.372‑0.513)

0.490
(0.413‑0.592)

0.548
(0.452‑0.678)

0.609
(0.490‑0.774)

0.693
(0.536‑0.915)

0.759
(0.568‑1.04)

2-day 0.124
(0.111‑0.141)

0.158
(0.142‑0.180)

0.202
(0.181‑0.231)

0.238
(0.211‑0.274)

0.286
(0.246‑0.339)

0.323
(0.272‑0.390)

0.360
(0.297‑0.445)

0.397
(0.319‑0.505)

0.448
(0.347‑0.592)

0.488
(0.365‑0.665)

3-day 0.096
(0.086‑0.109)

0.123
(0.110‑0.140)

0.157
(0.141‑0.180)

0.185
(0.164‑0.213)

0.222
(0.191‑0.263)

0.250
(0.211‑0.302)

0.278
(0.229‑0.344)

0.306
(0.246‑0.389)

0.344
(0.266‑0.454)

0.372
(0.279‑0.508)

4-day 0.081
(0.073‑0.092)

0.104
(0.094‑0.119)

0.134
(0.120‑0.153)

0.158
(0.140‑0.181)

0.189
(0.163‑0.224)

0.212
(0.179‑0.257)

0.236
(0.195‑0.292)

0.260
(0.209‑0.330)

0.291
(0.225‑0.384)

0.315
(0.235‑0.429)

7-day 0.057
(0.051‑0.065)

0.073
(0.066‑0.084)

0.094
(0.084‑0.107)

0.110
(0.098‑0.127)

0.132
(0.113‑0.156)

0.148
(0.125‑0.179)

0.164
(0.135‑0.203)

0.180
(0.145‑0.229)

0.202
(0.156‑0.266)

0.218
(0.163‑0.297)

10-day 0.047
(0.042‑0.053)

0.060
(0.053‑0.068)

0.076
(0.068‑0.087)

0.089
(0.079‑0.103)

0.106
(0.091‑0.126)

0.119
(0.101‑0.144)

0.132
(0.109‑0.164)

0.145
(0.117‑0.184)

0.162
(0.125‑0.214)

0.175
(0.131‑0.239)

20-day 0.030
(0.027‑0.035)

0.039
(0.034‑0.044)

0.049
(0.044‑0.056)

0.057
(0.051‑0.066)

0.068
(0.058‑0.081)

0.076
(0.064‑0.092)

0.084
(0.069‑0.104)

0.092
(0.074‑0.117)

0.103
(0.079‑0.135)

0.110
(0.083‑0.151)

30-day 0.025
(0.022‑0.028)

0.031
(0.028‑0.035)

0.039
(0.035‑0.045)

0.046
(0.040‑0.053)

0.054
(0.046‑0.064)

0.060
(0.051‑0.073)

0.066
(0.055‑0.082)

0.073
(0.058‑0.092)

0.081
(0.062‑0.107)

0.087
(0.065‑0.118)

45-day 0.021
(0.019‑0.024)

0.026
(0.023‑0.030)

0.032
(0.029‑0.037)

0.038
(0.033‑0.043)

0.044
(0.038‑0.053)

0.049
(0.041‑0.060)

0.054
(0.044‑0.067)

0.059
(0.047‑0.075)

0.065
(0.050‑0.086)

0.070
(0.052‑0.095)

60-day 0.018
(0.016‑0.020)

0.022
(0.020‑0.025)

0.027
(0.025‑0.031)

0.032
(0.028‑0.036)

0.037
(0.032‑0.044)

0.041
(0.035‑0.050)

0.045
(0.037‑0.056)

0.049
(0.039‑0.062)

0.054
(0.042‑0.071)

0.058
(0.043‑0.079)

1 Precipitation frequency (PF) estimates in this table are based on frequency analysis of partial duration series (PDS).
Numbers in parenthesis are PF estimates at lower and upper bounds of the 90% confidence interval. The probability that precipitation frequency estimates (for
a given duration and average recurrence interval) will be greater than the upper bound (or less than the lower bound) is 5%. Estimates at upper bounds are not
checked against probable maximum precipitation (PMP) estimates and may be higher than currently valid PMP values.
Please refer to NOAA Atlas 14 document for more information.
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US Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

National Weather Service
National Water Center

1325 East West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Questions?: HDSC.Questions@noaa.gov

Disclaimer

+
–

100km

60mi



 

 

LAYTONVILLE LANDFILL  SWT Engineering 

HYDROLOGY AND DRAINAGE PLAN   
Z:\PROJECTS\Mendocino County\Laytonville Landfill\Cover Repair\Hydrology and Drainage Plan\Text\Laytonville - Hydrology and Drainage 

Plan_January 2025.docx               

APPENDIX B 
AES HYDROLOGY MODELS 

Area A Rational Method Hydrology 

Area B Rational Method Hydrology 

Area C Rational Method Hydrology 

Area D Rational Method Hydrology 
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Appendix D 
Laytonville Landfill Closure Initial Study and Negative Declaration 



Notice of Completion form a

Mail to:StateClearinghouse,1400Tenth Street.Sacramento.CA 95814 916/445-0613

SeeNOTE below

sch# g61~ 2 008

Project Title: Laytonville Landfill ClosureProject .
Lead Agency: MendocinoCounty Solid WasteDivisionConusRoson: Paul Cavier
Street Address: 559 Low Gap Road Phone 707/463-4078
City: : Ukiah, CA Zip: 95482 County: ffeOdoctoO

Project Location
County: Mendocino City/Ncarcsi Community: Laytonville, ca
Cross Streets: Sturip Road & BranscombRoad ZipCode: 95454 Tc^Acrrs: 34,75

Assessor’s Pared No. 014—250—32 Section: 14 Twp. 21N Range: 15W Base: Mt. Diablo
Within 2 Miles: Slate Hwy #: U.S.10i Waterways: Creek .

Airports: N/A Railways: N/A Schools: N/A

Document Typo

CEQA: Q NOP QSupplemeni/Subscquent NEPA: QN01 Other: Q Joint Document
A Early Cons QEIR (Prior SCHNo.) Ll >> EA Final Document
KXNcg Dec QOther . -/ Draft EIS QOther

Draft EIR /'/ FONSI

g Wf 10 1336 J
Specific Plj^n ,'r-Tp QRczone

Q Master PtanX r" QPrezone Q Redevelopment
Q Planned Unit Development ' Use Permit Q Coastal Permit

Site Plan Land Division(Subdivision. IXROther Tandf111 Closure
Parcel Map, Tract Map, etc.) Project

Development Type

Residential: Units Acres O Waler Facilities: Type MGD
Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees Type
Commercial: Sq.ft. Acres Employees Mineral
Industrial: Sqft. Acres Employees Q Power: Type Waits
Educational Waste Treatment: Type
Recreational ’ Hazardous Waste: Type

Other: Landfill ClosureProject 7.0 acres

Local Action Type

General Plan Update
General Plan Amendment
Genera] Plan Element
Community Plan

Project Issue* Discussed In Document

Aesthclic/Visual
Agricultural Land
Air Quality
Archeological/Historical
Coastal Zone
Drair.age/Absorption
Economic/Jobs
Fiscal

Q Flood Plain/Flooding
Forest Land/Firc Hazard
Geologic/Seismic

Q Minerals
Noise
Population/Housing Balance
Public Services/Facilities
Recreation/Parks

Schools/Universities
Septic Systems
Sewer Capacity

^SoilErosion/Compaction/Grading
Solid Waste
Toxic/Hazardous
Traffic/Circulation
Vegetation

Water Quality
l~] Water Supply/Groundwater

Wctland/Riparian
Wildlife
Growth Inducing
Landuse

Q Cumulative Effects
Other

Prosant Land UM/Zonlng/General Plan Use

Zoning: PF (Public Facilities) GeneralPlan: PS (Public Services)

Project Description The prOpoSe(jproject consistsof final closureaction for the
Laytonville Landfill, including installationof final cover, drainage/erosion
controls, and leachatecontrols.

SlateClearinghouseContact: Ms. Angel Howell
(916)445-0613

StateReviewBegan: - )()-7( p

Dept.Reviewto Agency / - /

AgencyRev to SCH - ( p

SCHCOMPLIANCE //
PleasenoteSCH Number on all Comments

n *'
Pleaseforward late commentsdirectly to the
Lead Agency

Project Sent to the following StateAgencies

_X_ Resources
Boating

State/ConsumerSvcs
GeneralServices

CoastalComm Cal/EPA
CoastalConsv
ColoradoRvr Bd

ARB
b/ CA WasteMgmt Bd

Xf Conservation
X Fish& Game # )

SWRCB: Grants
SWRCB: Delta

Delta ProtectionCommission
Forestry ~X SWRCB: Wtr Quality
Parks& Rec/OHP
Reclamation
BCDC
DWR
OES
BusTransp Hous

SWRCB: Wtr Rights
_X_ Reg.WQCB # 1_

. DT5C.CTC

"i th/Adit Corrections
Corrections

Aeronautics 1 Games
CHP /

X Caltrans# )

TransP^aRaing
Hwisissg& Dev-e3
HJealtfeat
Oepi.of Hea&h
MedicalWaste

Cei-ma

X S'—eLaadsComm
T:»iv« Re]Plan
( tip; f
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Laytonville Landfill Closure
Project

MENDOCINO COUNTY

Initial Study and Negative Declaration

Prepared for:

County of Mendocino
559 Low Gap Road
Ukiah, California 95482

Contact:
Paul Cayler
Director of Solid Waste Division
(707) 463-4078

Prepared by:

Michael Brandman Associates
10423 Old Placerville Road, Suite 100
Sacramento, California 95827

Contact:
Douglas K. Brown
(916) 362-3606

JN: 11840003

September30, 1996
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NOTICE OF PROPOSEDNEGATIVE DECLARATION

For review by interestedagenciesandthepublic in accordancewith MendocinoCountyEnvironmental
ReviewGuidelinesandtheCaliforniaEnvironmentalQuality Act, ananalysishasbeenmadeof possible
environmentalimpactsof thefollowing project:

Applicant: MendocinoCounty
559Low GapRoad
Ukiah, CA 95482

ProjectTitle and Description: The proposedprojectis the LaytonvilleLandfill Closure. Theproposed
project consistsof the final closureactionsproposedfor the landfill, including final cover, drainage/
erosioncontrols,and leachatecontrols. The proposedactionsaredescribedin the Final Closureand
PostclosureMaintenancePlan for the Laytonville Solid WasteDisposalSite. This report is hereby
incorporatedby referenceinto this negativedeclaration.

ProjectLocation: TheLaytonvilleLandfill is locatedin northernMendocinoCountyapproximately1.5
miles southwestof Laytonville in the southwestquarterof Section14, Township21 north, Range15
west, Mount Diablo Baseand Meridian. A locationmap is included in Section1 of theattachedInitial
Study.

FindingsWhich SupportA NegativeDeclaration: After conductingan Initial Study,the Lead Agency
hasdeterminedthat the projectwill not havea significanteffect on the environmentfor the following
reasons:

1. Theproposedprojectconsistsof thefinal closureactionsproposedfor thelandfill, includingfinal
cover,drainage/erosioncontrolsandleachatecontrols. Theactionswould notdegradethequality
of the environment, reduce wildlife habitat and/or population, reduce numbersof rare or
endangeredspecies,or eliminateexamplesof history.

2. Theshort-termconstructionactivitieswould notadverselyaffect thelong-termproductivityof the
surroundingenvironment. Thesitewould be reclaimedthroughrevegationof the landfill after
installationof thefinal cover.

3. Theproposedprojectwould not contributeto cumulativeadverseimpacts. Following installation
of final coveron thelandfill, activitiesat thelandfill would belimited to sitemonitoringactivities.

4. Although temporarysignificantadverseimpactsassociatedwith constructionactivitieswould be
anticipatedwith the proposedproject, mitigation measuresto reducetheseimpactsto less-than-
significant levels havebeen identified in the attachedInitial Study. In addition, the proposed
landfill closureactionsaredesignedto preventtheoccurrenceof adverseenvironmentaleffects,
includingthepreventionof leachategeneration,andthemonitoringandcontrolof potentiallandfill
gases.
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Attachedheretois a copy of theInitial Studywhich documentsreasonsto supportthe abovefindings.
Also attachedaremitigation measuresproposedto avoid potentiallysignificanteffects.

PaulCayler, U
Directorof Solid Waste
MendocinoCountySolid WasteDivision

Date
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PREFACE

Thisdocumentis anInitial Studyand NegativeDeclaration(IS/ND) for theLaytonvilleLandfill Closure
Projectproposedby theCountyof Mendocino. An initial study is a preliminaryanalysispreparedby
the County to determinewhether an environmentalimpact report (EIR) or negativedeclarationof
environmentalimpact ("negativedeclaration" hereafter)must be preparedfor compliancewith the

California EnvironmentalQuality Act (CEQA) and guidelines(§15365). It is intendedto determineif
theprojectmayhaveasignificanteffecton theenvironment(§15036). A negativedeclarationis awritten

statementby theCountybriefly describingthereasonswhy a proposedprojectwill not haveasignificant

effect on theenvironment,and thereforedoesnot requirethepreparationof an EIR (§15371).

Accordingto theStateCEQA Guidelines(§15070),aproposednegativedeclarationshallbepreparedfor

a projectsubjectto CEQA wheneither:

(a) The initial studyshowsthat thereis no substantialevidencethat theprojectmay havea
significanteffect on theenvironment,or

(b) Theinitial study identified potentiallysignificanteffects,but:

(1) Revisionsin theprojectplansor proposalsmadeby or agreedto by theapplicant
beforethe proposednegativedeclarationis releasedfor public review would avoid
theeffectsor mitigatetheeffectsto a point whereclearly no significanteffects
would occur,and

(2) Thereis no substantialevidencebeforetheCountythat the projectasrevisedmay
havea significanteffect on theenvironment.

This IS/ND is beingcirculatedfor public reviewandcomment. TheCountyshallconsidertheproposed

IS/ND alongwith any commentsreceivedduringthepublic review processprior to takingactionon the

proposedproject(§15074). Thereis no requirementin CEQA or theStateCEQA Guidelinesto prepare
responsesto public commentson theproposedIS/ND.

This reporthasbeenpreparedunderthedirectionof PaulCayler,Director,andRandallForbes,Engineer

IV, of the MendocinoCountySolid WasteDivision. The reportpreparersareDouglasBrown, Chris
Franchetti,and Brian Hoffmannof Michael BrandmanAssociates.
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SECTION 1

1.1 INTRODUCTION

TheCountyof Mendocinois proposingthefinal closureof theLaytonvilleSolid WasteDisposalFacility
(landfill). The closurewould be implementedupon the Mendocino County Board of Supervisor’s
adoptionof theFinal ClosureandPostclosureMaintenancePlan (Final ClosurePlan).

This Initial Study has been preparedin accordancewith the California EnvironmentalQuality Act
(CEQA), Public ResourcesCode§21000et seq.,and theStateCEQA Guidelines,California Codeof
Regulations§15000er seq. Thefollowing analysiswasperformedto determinewhetherimplementation

of the proposedFinal ClosurePlanwould havesignificanteffectson theenvironment.

TheInitial Study is divided into threesections:

Section1 providesa descriptionof theprojectsettingand characteristics;
Section2 includesanenvironmentalevaluation/checklistwhich identifiesthepotential
environmentalimpactsassociatedwith implementationof theFinal ClosurePlan;and
Section3 includesa discussionof checklistresponsesandfindings.

Muchof theprojectdescriptioninformationfor theInitial Studywasderivedfrom theFinal ClosurePlan
for thelandfill, preparedby AndersonConsultingGroupfor MendocinoCounty in March 1996. The
Final ClosurePlanis herebyincorporatedby referenceinto this Initial Study.

1.2 PROJECT BACKGROUND

The landfill has been owned and operatedby Mendocino County since its opening in 1967, with

operationsoverseenby theSolid WasteDivision of the County AdministrativeOffice. In September

1993, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisorsvoted to closethe landfill prior to its originally
scheduledclosuredate. The landfill hassincediscontinueddisposaloperationsand is awaiting final
closurependingapprovalof theFinal ClosurePlan,which is thefocusof this Initial Study.

The landfill operatedunder a solid wastefacility permit issuedby the California IntegratedWaste
ManagementBoard(CIWMB), anda ClassII-2 solid wastedisposalpermit issuedby theRegionalWater
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) - North CoastRegion. In accordancewith Title 23 of theCalifornia
Codeof Regulations(CCR),Chapter15, thelandfill qualifiedfor aClassIII sitedesignationandaccepted

nonhazardoussolid waste(e.g.,householdgarbage,rubbish,paper,cloth, trees,andbrush). Hazardous,

designated,and liquid wasteswerenot acceptedat thelandfill.
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13 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The landfill site encompasses34.75 acresin northern Mendocino County approximately1.5 miles
southwestof Laytonvillein thesouthwest1/4of Section14,Township21 north,Range15 west,Mount
Diablo Baseand Meridian. BranscombRoad providesprimary accessto the site by way of U.S.
Highway101(U.S.101). Thesiteisgenerallyboundedto thenorthby a residentialareaandBranscomb
Road, to thewestby a parcelcurrentlypreservedfor agriculturaluse,andto thesouthandeastby the
Laytonville Rancheria. Exhibits 1 and 2 depict the regional location of the site. The landfill is
designatedPublicServicefor SolidWastein theMendocinoCountyGeneralPlanandis zonedasaPublic
Facility in theCountyzoningordinance.Uponclosureof thelandfill thesitewill berevegetatedto non¬
irrigatedopenspace.

Exhibit 3 depictsthe existing featuresof the landfill property. The landfill accessroad originatesat

BranscombRoadwestof a maintenanceyard in the northeasterncornerof thesite. (This yard is used
for storageof County vehicles and equipmentand will not be affected by final closure). A pond

encompassingapproximately0.5acreis locatedto thesouthwestof themaintenanceyardon thewestside
of theaccessroad. Theaccessroadextendssouthfrom BranscombRoadfor approximately1,000feet
to the landfill area. The7-acrefill areais locatedin thesouthernhalf of thesite.

Thefill areais unlinedandcontainsapproximately311,000cubicyardsof waste. Prior to discontinuing
disposaloperations,thelandfill acceptedan averageof 920tonsof nonhazardousmunicipalsolid waste
(MSW) from theLaytonvilleserviceareaper year. Themajorityof acceptedwastewasfrom residential
sources(90%). Theremainingwastecamefrom eithercommercial(5%) or constructiondemolition(5%)

sources. Wastewas depositedinto individual debriscells constructedthroughthe layering,shaping,
compacting,and coveringof refuse. All cover materialusedin cell constructionwas excavatedfrom
onsiteborrow locations. During the last yearsof landfill operation,a drop-off recycling centerwas
maintainedonsitefor glass,cans,newspaperandcardboard.Also includedwerewoodwaste,yardwaste

andscrip metaldiversion(MendocinoCountyDepartmentof PublicWorks 1989).

The naturalgroundsurfaceof the projectsite rangesin elevationfrom approximately1,810feetabove
meansealevel (MSL) in thesouthwesterncornerto approximately1,690MSL in thenortheasterncomer.
Themaximumfill-slope heightof thelandfill is approximately80 feetabovethenaturalgroundsurface.

Offsite surfacedrainageis directed away from the landfill by the local topography. The site was
characterizedby east-and west-drainingswalesprior to constructionof the landfill in 1967. Onsite
surfacedrainageis now channeledinto four sedimentationbasinslocatednearthesiteperimeter(Exhibit

3). Drainageis directed offsite via ephemeralstreamsto Cahto Creek, which runs northeastward
approximately700feet to thesouthof thelandfill.
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Conifer forest is thedominantundisturbedvegetationcommunitypresentboth onsiteandin theproject

vicinity. Disturbedportionsof the landfill arecoveredprimarily with seededrye grass. No waste
handlingareas,buildings,or equipmentcleaningfacilitiesarelocatedon theprojectsite(exceptfor those
locatedwithin themaintenanceyard,which would not be involved in final closure).

Groundwatermonitoring,surfacewater monitoring,andperimeterlandfill gasmonitoringarecurrently
conductedat thesite. Thesemonitoringsystemsinclude5 groundwatermonitoringwells,5 perimeter
landfill gasmonitoringwells,1leachateextractionwell, leachatecollectionequipment,andannualsurface
water monitoring from the dischargeculvertsof onsitesedimentationponds(refer to Exhibit 3 for
locationsof operatingonsitewells). Theexistingleachatecontrol and removalsystem(LCRS) is not in
useandwould bedecommissionedwith implementationof theFinal ClosurePlan. TheCountycurrently
monitorsanyleachateseepsobservedon theintermediatecover,which occurprimarily duringwet winter
months.

1.4 GROUNDWATER CHARACTERISTICS

Groundwaterquality is currently monitored throughfive onsitemonitoring wells (seeExhibit 3 for
locations). Onewell (93-1), locatedin thesouthwesterncornerof thesiteadjacentto thefill area,has
exhibitedevidenceof increasedmineralization(well 94-1 was installed downgradientof this well to
furthermonitorthissituation). Suchmineralizationiscommonto landfill sitesandsometimesoccurswith
signsof other typesof contamination.Also, leachatesamplingof seepsthatoccurredalongtheeastern
landfill faceduring the winter of 1992 detectedelevatedlevelsof somevolatile organiccompounds.
However,noneof thecompoundsdetectedin theleachateweredetectedin surfacewatersamples.Also,
theeasternlandfill facewascoveredwith a two foot foundationlayer to reducewater infiltration. No
otherevidenceof groundwateror surfacewatercontaminationonsiteor associatedwith the landfill has
beendetectedto date.

TheFinal ClosurePlanincludestheplacementof a final coversystemthatwould significantly reduceor
eliminatetheoccurrenceof leachateseepsby substantiallydecreasingtheamountof rainwaterinfiltrating
buried waste. The Countywould continueto monitor the landfill for leachateseepsfollowing closure
andwould notify theappropriateagenciesif anyseepswerediscovered.TheCountywould thensubmit
a correctiveaction plan to the governingregulatoryagenciesfor review and approval. Theproposed
PostclosureMaintenancePlan would alsoensurethatthelandfill’s environmentalmonitoringprograms
(includingthegroundwaterandsurfacewater monitoringsystems)would continueto operateeffectively
following landfill closure.
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1.5 PROJECTCHARACTERISTICS

Theproposedprojectconsistsof thefollowing final closureactionsproposedfor thelandfill: final cover
of the fill area;constructionof drainage/erosioncontrols; maintenanceof existing groundwaterand
perimetergas monitoring systems;decommissioningof the former leachateextractionand collection
system;continuedmonitoringfor thepresenceof leachateseepsandpotentialgroundwatercontamination;
and implementationof a sitesecuritysystem. Theproposedactionsaredescribedin detail in theFinal
Closureand PostclosureMaintenancePlan, Sections3.0 and 4.0, preparedby AndersonConsulting

Group. Thecharacteristicsof eachactionaresummarizedbelow.

Final CoverSystem

ProposedFinal CoverSystem

An "engineeredalternative"final cover systemis proposedfor the landfill in accordancewith Codeof
FederalRegulations(CFR) SubtitleD regulationsand CCRTitle 14 and23 requirementsfor an unlined
ClassIII landfill. Installationof an all-clay coverwasconsideredbut found to bean inferior final-cover
alternative(seediscussionbelow). Thefollowing list describeseachlayerof theproposedcoverprofile
from top to bottom:

• VegetativeSoil Layer. This layer would consistof clayey to silty loam which would allow
thegrowthof shallowrooted,drought-resistantnativeplantspecies.The18-inchlayerwould
be constructedfrom soil excavatedfrom theonsiteborrow areas,located in the centraland
westernportionsof thesitenorthof thefill area.

• DrainageLayer. This layer would removewaterthat infiltrated throughthevegetativecover
layer. Therapid removalof infiltrated rainwaterwould decreaselandfill leachategeneration
and increasethestability of thefinal coveronsteepersideslopeareas.On thetop deckarea,
thedrainagelayerwould consistof aminimum12-ounce-per-square-yardnon-wovengeotextile
filter fabric. On thesideslopeareas,it would consistof ageonetwith minimum 8-ounce-per-
square-yardnon-wovengeotextile filter fabric bonded to both the top and bottom geonet
surfaces.

• HydraulicBarrierLayer. Thislayerwould further inhibit leachategenerationby minimizing
surfacewater infiltration into the landfill. The hydraulic barrier layer would consistof a
geosyntheticclay liner (GCL). Thefactory-preparedGCL would consistof a low-permeability
bentoniteclay layer bondedbetweentwo geotextilefabricsor gluedto aflexiblegeomembrane
liner. The GCL componentof the hydraulic barrier layer constitutesthe "engineered
alternative"final-coversystemfor thelandfill.

• GasMigration Layer. This layer would conveylandfill gasmigratingto thesurfacetoward
passiveventsinstalledthroughthefinal coversystem.Thelayermaterialwould consistof 12-
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ounce-per-square-yardnon-wovengeotextilefilter fabric. Theventswouldbeconstructedwith
6-inch diameterPVC pipe.

• Foundation Soil Layer. Thislayerwouldbridgethesurfaceirregularitiesof underlyingrefuse
materials,provideafirm substratefor installationof thehydraulicbarrierlayer,and.minimize
theeffectsof anyminor differentialsettlementof underlyingrefusematerials.Thefoundation
soil layerwouldbeconstructedfrom existingin-placeintermediatesoil coverandwouldadhere
to thedesignrequirementsdelineatedin Section3.4.1 of theFinal ClosureReport. This layer
would havea minimum thicknessof 24 inches.

All coversoil used in constructionof the final cover systemwould be excavatedfrom onsiteborrow

areas.

OtherFinal CoverSystemsConsidered

An all-clay final cover systemwas consideredfor usein final coverconstructionbut was found to be
inferior to theengineeredalternative. AndersonConsultingGroup investigatedthefeasibilityof anall¬
clay systemin its 1994Final CoverInvestigationReport(which is includedin AppendixD of theFinal
ClosurePlan). This report includesan evaluationof thecapabilityof onsiteborrow soil to meetCFR
Subtitle D and CCR Titles 14 and 23 final cover soil requirements. A number of onsite soil
characteristicswereanalyzed,includingparticlesizegradation,compaction,andpermeability. Results

indicatedthatthesoil’s degreeof permeabilityexceededthemaximum1.0x 10‘6 centimeterspersecond
(cm/s) allowedunderCCR Titles 14 and 23, and would thereforebe inadequatein its naturalstatefor
use as cover material. Compactiontest resultsshowedthat artificial compactionof the soil to the

requiredpermeabilitylevelswould bebothdifficult andcostly,aswould admixing(blendingthesoil with
imported clay material) to decreaseits permeability. For these reasons,the County investigated

alternativefinal covertypesto theall-clay system.

ACG identified two potential engineered-alternativefinal-cover systemsthat could be implementedin

placeof an all-clay system:a systeminvolving the installationof a geomembraneliner and a system

utilizing a GCL (as describedabove). Both alternativeswere evaluatedfor practical and financial
feasibility. TheGCL alternativewasultimatelychosenasthepreferredalternativemethod.

Final Grading

The proposedfinal cover gradesfor the landfill are designedto accommodateminor amountsof

subsidenceand differential settlement,minimize erosionby surfacewater runoff, and providea stable
landfill configuration. Finishedgradeslopeson thefill areawould rangefrom 3% on thetop deckto
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a maximumof 33.33%(3:1,or 3 unitshorizontaldistanceto 1 unit verticaldistance)on thesideslopes.
Final slopesin theborrowarea(s)would average20%or less.

SurfaceWaterDrainageControls

Theproposedsurfacewaterdrainagecontrol systemconsistsof a networkof berms,ditches(V-shaped
and half-round),downdrains,and culvertsand four onsitesedimentationponds:one in the southwest
cornerof thesite,onein the northwestcornerof thesite,oneto thenortheastof the fill area,andone
westof themain accessroad identified as an onsitepond in Exhibit 3. Runoff from the landfill’s top

deckwouldbedirectedalongbermsandthroughdrainageditchesintooversidedowndrains.Thesedrains
would carry therunoff downthesideslopesandreleaseit into a perimeterditchat thelandfill base.Rain
falling directly onto thesideslopeswould travel by sheetflow into the perimeterditch, whereit would
be transportedto one of the sedimentationbasinswhich empty into the natural drainagenetwork
southwestand northeastof thelandfill site.

SloneProtectionandErosionControls

Under the proposedFinal ClosurePlan, erosioncontrol methodswould be integratedwith thesurface
watercontrolsdescribedabove. Thedesignof theslopeprotectionanderosioncontrolsystemincludes
lined drainageditches,corrugatedmetalpipe(CMP) in oversidedrainsandculverts,gradecontrols,and
vegetationplanting. The following specific featureswould be incorporatedinto the erosioncontrol
design:

• V-ditchesconstructedon the landfill masswould be lined with high densitypolyethylene
(HDPE).

• Half-roundditchesconstructedon the landfill masswould be lined with CMP.

• Theperimeterditch would begrass-linedin areasunderlainwith nativesoil, asnecessary.

• All oversidedowndrainsand any culvertsconstructedbeneathaccessroadswould be
constructedwith adequatediameter(12-inch-diameterminimum) to reducethepotentialfor
associatedslopefailure.

• Energydissipatorswould be installedin oversidedrainsat all pipedischargepoints.

• Vegetationwould beestablishedon thefinal coverof thetop deckandsideslopeareas.

• Gradecontrolswould includemaintenanceof a3% top deckslopeandtheinstallationof
lined ditcheswith a 1% slope(Final ClosureandPostclosureMaintenancePlanLaytonville
Landfill, March 1996).
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Thesemethodsareintendedto minimizethepotentialfor slopefailure andsoil erosionassociatedwith
theproposedclosureactivities.

GroundwaterMonitoring Network

Thefive existingonsitegroundwatermonitoringwells would remainoperationalthroughouttheclosure
andpostclosuremaintenanceperiods. However,theelevationof someof thewellheadscould change,
includingwells GWM 93-1and GWM 90-1,dueto anticipatedgradingand excavationactivities. The
County would continueto conductquarterlygroundwatersamplingin accordancewith the Article 5
Monitoring Programpreparedby EMCON Associatesandapprovedby theNorth CoastRegionalWater
Quality Control Board. No additionalgroundwatermonitoring wells areproposedfor thesite at this
time.

PerimeterGasMonitoring Network

The five existing onsite perimetergas monitoring wells would also remain intact and operational
throughoutthe closureand postclosuremaintenanceperiods. The elevationof someof the wellheads
could change,including well LFGW No. 6, dueto anticipatedgradingand excavationactivities. No
methanegashasbeendetectedin thewells sincetheir installationin June1994and no gascollectionor
extractionsystemis currentlyrequired. TheCountywould implementa quarterlymonitoringschedule
for thesewells uponfinal closure. Theresultsof this monitoringwould besubmittedto theCalifornia
IntegratedWasteManagementBoard (CIWMB).

LeachateControl and Monitoring Program

Theplacementof thefinal coverwould eliminatetheneedfor a leachateextractionandcollectionsystem
by prohibiting the infiltration of substantialamountsof runoff into the disposedrefusematerial in the
landfill. As discussedabove,a formerly operationalleachateextractionwell and leachatecollection
equipmentarecurrentlyin placeon theprojectsite. With implementationof theproposedFinal Closure
Plan, this leachatecontrol system would be decommissionedin-place as part of final closure.
Decommissioningwould involvetheremovalanddisposalof all above-groundleachate-controlequipment
from theprojectsite.

As discussedabove, the County would continueto monitor for possibleleachateseepsfollowing

placementof the final cover system. If seepsarediscoveredat that time, the County will notify the

appropriategoverningagenciesand submita correctiveaction plan for the agencies’approval. Upon

approval,the correctiveaction plan would be implementedin accordancewith a set implementation
schedule.
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Surface Water Monitoring Program

TheCountycurrentlycollectsandanalyzessurfacewatersamplesfrom thelandfill on an annualbasis.
Samplesareextractedfrom dischargeculverts locatedat the southwesternand northeasterndetention
basins. With implementationof the proposedFinal ClosurePlan, the County would continuethese
regularsurfacewatermonitoringactivities.

Site Security System

TheFinal ClosurePlan includesimplementationof a sitesecuritysysteminvolving theconstructionof
a 6-foot-high chain link fencearound the landfill footprint. Locking gateswould be installedat all
entrancelocations.Themainentrancegateto thelandfill at BranscombRoadwould remainin its current
location.

1.6 PROJECT APPROVAL ACTIONS

Approvalof thefinal closureproceduresfor thelandfill requiresactionsby MendocinoCountyandother
agenciesinvolved in theregulationof solid wastedisposal. Theseactionsincludethefollowing:

• Approval of all closure-relatedplansby theMendocinoCountyBoardof Supervisors.

• Approval of theclosureplan and post-closuremaintenanceplan by theMendocinoCounty
Departmentof PublicHealth (Local EnforcementAgency[LEA]), North CoastRegional
WaterQuality Control Board (RWQCB), andtheCalifornia IntegratedWasteManagement
Board(CIWMB).
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Source: Mendocino County Convention and Visitors Bureau Map, 1991.

RegionalLocation Map
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Source: Cahto Peak and Laytonville, California U.S.G.S. Topographic Quadrangle Maps.

EXHIBIT 2Vicinity Map
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Source: Anderson Consulting Group, 1995.



SECTION 2
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST AND CHECKLIST EXPLANATIONS

PROJECT INFORMATION

1. ProjectTitle: LaytonvilleLandfill Closure

2. LeadAgency Nameand Address: MendocinoCounty
559 Low GapRoad
Ukiah, CA 95482

3. ContactPersonand PhoneNumber: Paul Cayler
(707) 463-4078

4. ProjectLocation: Seeattachedprojectdescription.

5. ProjectSponsor’sNameand Address: MendocinoCountySolid WasteDivision
559 Low GapRoad
Ukiah, CA 95482

6. GeneralPlanDesignation: PublicServicefor Solid Waste

7. Zoning: PublicFacility

8. Descriptionof Project: Seeattachedprojectdescription.

9. SurroundingLand UsesandSetting: Seeattachedprojectdescription.

10: Otherpublic agencieswhoseapprovalis required:

California IntegratedWasteManagementBoard
CaliforniaRegionalWaterQuality Control Board

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORSPOTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

Theenvironmentalfactorscheckedbelowwould bepotentiallyaffectedby this project, involving at least
oneimpactthat is a "PotentiallySignificantImpact" asindicatedby thecheckliston the following pages.

Land Useand Planning Transportation/Circulation PublicServices

Populationand Housing Biological Resources Utilities & ServiceSystems

GeologicalProblems EnergyandMineral Resources Aesthetics

Water Hazards Cultural Resources

Air Quality Noise Recreation

MandatoryFindingsof Significance
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DETERMINATION (To becompletedby the LeadAgency)

I find that theproposedprojectCOULD NOT havea significanteffecton theenvironment,anda
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will beprepared.

I find thatalthoughthe proposedprojectCOULD havea significanteffect on theenvironment, 0
thereWILL NOT bea significanteffect in this casebecausethe mitigationmeasuresdescribedon
an attachedsheethavebeenaddedto theproject. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
beprepared.

I find that theproposedprojectMAY havea significanteffect on theenvironment,andan
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTis required.

I find that theproposedproject MAY havea significanteffect(s)on theenvironment,but at least
oneeffect1) hasbeenadequatelyanalyzedin anearlierdocumentpursuantto applicablelegal
standards,and2) hasbeenaddressedby mitigationmeasuresbasedon theearlieranalysisas
describedon attachedsheets,if theeffect is a "potentiallysignificantimpact" or is "potentially
significantunlessmitigated." An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTis required,but it must
analyzeonly theeffectsthat remainto beaddressed.

I find thatalthoughtheproposedprojectcould havea significanteffect on theenvironment,
thereWILL NOT bea significanteffect in this casebecauseall potentiallysignificanteffects
1) havebeenanalyzedadequatelyin an earlierEIR pursuantto applicablestandardsand
2) havebeenavoidedor mitigatedpursuantto an earlierEIR, including revisionsor mitigation
measuresthatareimposedupon the proposedproject. TheearlierEIR adequatelyanalyzesthe
proposedproject,so NO ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTor NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will beprepared.

Signature Date

PrintedName Title
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1. A brief explanationis requiredfor all answersexcept"No Impact" answersthatareadequately
supportedby the informationsourcesa lead agencycites in theparenthesesfollowing each
question. A "No Impact" answeris adequatelysupportedif thereferencedinformation
sourcesshowthatthe impactsimply doesnot apply to projectslike theoneinvolved (e.g.,the
projectfalls outsidea fault rupturezone). A "No Impact" answershouldbeexplainedwhere
it is basedon project-specificfactorsas well asgeneralstandards(e.g., theprojectwill not
exposesensitivereceptorsto pollutants,basedon a project-specificscreeninganalysis).

2. All answersmusttakeaccountof theentireaction involved, includingoff-site aswell ason¬
site,cumulativeaswell asproject-level,indirectaswell asdirect, and constructionaswell as
operationalimpacts.

3. "PotentiallySignificantImpact" is appropriateif thereis substantialevidencethataneffect is
significant. If thereareoneor more "PotentiallySignificantImpact" entrieswhen the
determinationis made,an EIR is required.

4. "PotentiallySignificantUnlessMitigation Incorporated"applieswherethe incorporationof
mitigation measureshasreducedan effect from "PotentiallySignificantImpact" to a "Less
thanSignificantImpact." Thelead agencymustdescribethe mitigation measures,and briefly
explainhow they reducetheeffect to a less-than-significantlevel (mitigation measuresfrom
SectionXVII, EarlierAnalyses,may becross-referenced).

5. Earlier analysesmay be usedwhere,pursuantto thetiering, programEIR, or otherCEQA
process,an effect hasbeenadequatelyanalyzedin an earlierEIR or NegativeDeclaration
[Section15063(c)(3)(D)], Earlier analysesarediscussedin SectionXVII at theendof the
checklist.

6. Leadagenciesareencouragedto incorporateinto thechecklistreferencesto information
sourcesfor potentialimpacts(e.g.,generalplans,zoningordinances).Referenceto a
previouslypreparedor outsidedocumentshould,whereappropriate,includea referenceto the
pageor pageswherethestatementis substantiated.A sourcelist shouldbeattached,and
othersourcesused,or individualscontacted,shouldbecited in thediscussion.

7. This checklisthasbeenadaptedfrom theform in Appendix I of theStateCEQA Guidelines,
asamendedeffectiveSeptember19, 1994.

8. Informationsourcescited in the checklistand the referencesusedin supportof this evaluation
arelisted in attachmentsto this document.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
(seeattachmentsfor information sources)

Potentially
Significant

Impact

Potentially
Significant

Unleea
Mitigation

Incorporated

Leas Than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

I. LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would theproposal:

a) Conflict with generalplan designationor
zoning?

0

b) Conflict with applicableenvironmentalplans
or policiesadoptedby agencieswith
jurisdictionover theproject?

0

c) Be incompatiblewith existingland usein the
vicinity?

0

d) Affect agriculturalresourcesor operations
(e.g., impactsto soilsor farmlands,or
impactsfrom incompatibleland uses)?

0

e) Disruptor divide the physicalarrangementof
an establishedcommunity(including a low-
incomeor minority community)?

0

IL POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the proposal:

a) Cumulativelyexceedofficial regionalor local
populationprojections?

0

b) Inducesubstantialgrowth in an areaeither
directly or indirectly (e.g.,throughprojects
in an undevelopedareaor extensionof major
infrastructure)?

0

c) Displaceexistinghousing,especially
affordablehousing?

0

III. GEOLOGIC PROBLEMS. Would theproposalresultin or exposepeopleto potential
impactsinvolving:

a) Fault rupture? 0

b) Seismicgroundshaking? 0

c) Seismicgroundfailure, including
liquefaction?

0

d) Seiche,tsunami,or volcanichazard? 0

e) Landslidesor mudflows? 0

Mendocino County
Laytonville Landfill Closure 2-4

Michael Brandman Associates
Initial Study



ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
(seeattachmentsfor information sources)
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f) Erosion,changesin topographyor unstable
soil conditionsfrom excavation,grading,or
fill?

0

g) Subsidenceof the land? 0

h) Expansivesoils? 0

i) Uniquegeologicor physicalfeatures? 0

IV. WATER. Would the proposalresultin:

a) Changesin absorptionrates,drainage
patterns,or the rateand amountof surface
runoff?

0

b) Exposureof peopleor propertyto water
relatedhazardssuchasflooding?

0

c) Dischargeinto surfacewatersor other
alterationsof surfacewaterquality (e.g.,
temperature,dissolvedoxygen,or turbidity)?

0

d) Changesin theamountof surfacewater in
any waterbody?

0

e) Changesin currents,or thecourseor
directionof watermovements?

0

f) Changein thequantityof groundwater,either
throughdirect additionsor withdrawals,or
throughinterceptionof anaquiferby cutsor
excavations,or throughsubstantiallossof
groundwaterrechargecapability?

0

g) Altered directionor rateof flow of
groundwater?

0

h) Impactsto groundwaterquality? 0

i) Substantialreductionin theamountof
groundwaterotherwiseavailablefor public
watersupplies?

0
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(seeattachmentsfor information sources)

Potentially
Significant

Impact

Potentially
Significant

Unieaa
Mitigation

Incorporated

LeasThan
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

V. AIR QUALITY. Would theproposal:

a) Violate any air quality standardor contribute
to an existingor projectedair quality
violation?

0

b) Exposesensitivereceptorsto pollutants? 0

c) Alter air movement,moistureor temperature,
or causeany changein climate?

' 0

d) Createobjectionableodors? 0

VI. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION. Would the proposalresult in:

a) Increasedvehicletrips or traffic congestion? 0

b) Hazardsto safetyfrom designfeatures(e.g.,
sharpcurvesor dangerousintersections)or
incompatibleuses(e.g., farm equipment)?

0

c) Inadequateemergencyaccessor accessto
nearbyuses?

0

d) Insufficientparkingcapacityon-siteor off¬
site?

0

e) Hazardsor barriersfor pedestriansor
bicyclists?

0

f) Conflicts with adoptedpoliciessupporting
alternativetransportation(e.g.,busturnouts,
bicycle racks)?

0

g) Rail, waterborne,or air traffic impacts? 0

VIL BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the proposalresult in impactsto:

a) Endangered,threatenedor rarespeciesor
their habitats(including, but not limited to,
plants,fish, insects,animals,andbirds)?

0

b) Locally designatedspecies(e.g.,heritage
trees)?

0

c) Locally designatednaturalcommunities(e.g.,
oak forest,coastalhabitat,etc.)?

0
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d) Wetlandhabitat(e.g.,marsh,riparianand
vernalpool)?

0

e) Wildlife dispersalor migrationcorridors? 0

VIII. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES. Would theproposal:

a) Conflict with adoptedenergyconservation
plans?

0

b) Usenon-renewableresourcesin a wasteful
and inefficient manner?

0

c) Resultin the lossof availability of a known
mineral resourcethatwould beof future
valueto the regionandstateresidents?

0

IX. HAZARDS. Would theproposalinvolve:

a) A risk of accidentalexplosionor releaseof
hazardoussubstances(including,but not
limited to, oil, pesticides,chemicals,or
radiation)?

0

b) Possibleinterferencewith an emergency
responseplan or emergencyevacuationplan?

0

c) Thecreationof any healthhazardor potential
healthhazard?

0

d) Exposureof peopleto existingsourcesof
potentialhealthhazards?

0

e) Increasedfire hazardin areaswith flammable
brush,grass,or trees?

0

X. NOISE. Would theproposalresult in:

a) Increasesin existingnoiselevels? 0

b) Exposureof peopleto severenoiselevels? 0

XI. PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the proposalhavean effect upon,or result in a need
newor alteredgovernmentservices,in any of thefollowing areas:

for

a) Fire Protection? 0
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b) PoliceProtection? 0

c) Schools? 0

d) Maintenanceof public facilities, including
roads?

0

e) Othergovernmentalservices? 0

XII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the proposalresult in a needfor new
systemsor supplies,or substantialalterationsto the following utilities:

a) Poweror naturalgas? 0

b) Communicationssystems? 0

c) Local or regionalwater treatmentor
distributionfacilities?

0

d) Sewer,septicsystems,or wastewater
treatmentand disposalfacilities?

0

e) Stormwaterdrainage? 0

f) Solid wastematerialsrecoveryor disposal? 0

g) Local or regionalwatersupplies? 0

XIII. AESTHETICS. Would the proposal:

a) Affect a scenicvistaor scenichighway? 0

b) Havea demonstrablenegativeaesthetic
effect?

0

c) Createadverselight or glareeffects? 0

xrv. CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the proposal:

a) Disturb paleontologicalresources? 21

b) Disturbarchaeologicalresources? 0

c) Affect historical resources? 0

d) Havethepotentialto causea physicalchange
which would affect uniqueethniccultural
values?

0
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e) Restrictexistingreligiousor sacreduses
within the potentialimpactarea?

0

XV. RECREATION. Would theproposal:

a) Increasethedemandfor neighborhoodor
regionalparksor other recreationalfacilities?

0

b) Affect existingrecreationalopportunities? 0

XVI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a. Doestheprojecthavethepotentialto degrade
thequality of theenvironment,substantially
reducethehabitatof a fish or wildlife
species,causea fish or wildlife populationto
dropbelow self-sustaininglevels,threatento
eliminatea plantor animalcommunity,
reducethenumberor restrictthe rangeof
rareor endangeredplantsor animals,or
eliminateimportantexamplesof the major
periodsof California historyor prehistory?

0

b. Doestheprojecthavethepotentialto achieve
short-term,to thedisadvantageof long-term,
environmentalgoals?

0

c. Doestheprojecthaveimpactsthatare
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable?("Cumulativelyconsiderable"
meansthat the incrementaleffectsof a project
areconsiderablewhenviewed in connection
with theeffectsof pastprojects,theeffectsof
othercurrentprojects,and theeffectsof
probablefuture projects.)

0

d. Doesthe projecthaveenvironmentaleffects
which will causesubstantialadverseeffects
on humanbeings,eitherdirectly or
indirectly?

0
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XVII. EARLIER ANALYSES

Earlieranalysesmay beusedwhere,pursuantto thetiering, programEIR, or other
CEQA process,oneor moreeffectshavebeenadequatelyanalyzedin an earlierEIR or
NegativeDeclaration[StateCEQA guidelinesSection15063(c)(3)(D)], In this casea
discussionshouldidentify thefollowing on attachedsheets.

a) Earlieranalysesused. Identify earlieranalysesandstatewherethey areavailable
for review.

b) Impactsadequatelyaddressed.Identify which effectsfrom theabovechecklist
werewithin thescopeof, and adequatelyanalyzedin, anearlierdocumentpursuant
to applicablelegal standards.Also, statewhethersucheffectswereaddressedby
mitigation measuresbasedon theearlieranalysis.

c) Mitigation measures.For effectsthatarecheckedas "PotentiallySignificantUnless
Mitigation Incorporated,"describethe mitigation measureswhich wereincorporated
or refinedfrom theearlierdocumentand theextentto which they addresssite¬
specificconditionsfor theproject.

Authority: PublicResourcesCodeSections21083and21087.
Reference: Public ResourcesCodeSections21080(c),21080.1,21080.3,21082.1,21083,31083.3,

21093,21094,21151;Sundstromv. Countyof Mendocino,202Cal. App. 3d 296(1988);Leonoffv.
MontereyBoard of Supervisors,222Cal. App. 3d 1337(1990).
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SECTION 3

3.1 DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

An explanationof each checklist responseused to determineif the proposedproject may causea
significanteffect on the environmentis providedbelow. An acronymindicatingoneof the following
conclusionsprecedeseachchecklistquestion.

0 No Impact(NI) Theprojectwill haveno impacton thesurroundingenvironment.

0 LessthanSignificant(LS) Thereis no substantialevidencethat theprojectmay
havea significanteffect on theenvironmentso further analysisof this issueis not
needed.

0 Mitigated to LessthanSignificant (MLS) The projectmay havea significant
effect on theenvironment;however,the lead agencyhasincorporatedmitigation which
clearly reducesthepotentialimpactto a level that is lessthansignificantandfurther
analysisof this issueis not needed.

0 PotentiallySignificant (PS) Theprojectmay havea significanteffect on the
environmentandfurther evaluationin anEIR is required.

Topic I
LAND USE AND PLANNING

Would the proposal:

a) (NI) Conflict with generalplan designationor zoning?

Thelandfill closurewould not conflict with thesite’sGeneralPlan land usedesignation(Public
Servicefor Solid Waste)or it zoningdesignation(PublicFacility). Both designationsallow
landfill useof thesite.

b) (NI) Conflict with applicableenvironmentalplansor policiesadoptedby agencieswith
jurisdiction over the project?

Thesitehasbeenusedhistoricallyasa landfill underthejurisdictionof theMendocinoCounty
AdministrativeOffice, Solid WasteDivision. Closureof the landfill would not conflict with
theCounty’senvironmentalplansor policies.

c) (LS) Be incompatiblewith existingland usein thevicinity?

Land usein the vicinity of theprojectsiteconsistsof agriculturaland residentialuses,
includingtheLaytonvilleRancheriawhich borderstheprojectsiteto thesouthandeast. The
proposedpostclosureuseof the landfill asopenspacewould not be incompatiblewith these
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uses. Short-termconstructionactivitiesincludingtheexcavationof onsitecoversoil,
constructionof thefinal cover,final grading,and installationof thedrainagesystemcould
resultin minor nuisanceson adjacentland usesfrom dustgenerationand noise. However,
theseimpactswould be minimized with implementationof the mitigation measuresincludedin
SectionV - Air Quality, andSectionX - Noise,of this report.

d) (NI) Affect agriculturalresourcesor operations(e.g.,impactsto soilsor farmlands,or
impactsfrom incompatibleland uses)?

Theproposedprojectwould haveno effect on agricultureresourcesor operations.All
proposedclosureactionswould be containedwithin the projectsiteand no agriculturalland
useswould beaffected. In addition,theprojectwould involve continuedmonitoringof surface
and groundwaterto ensurethatagriculturalwatersuppliesareprotected.

e) (NI) Disruptor divide thephysicalarrangementof anestablishedcommunity(including
a low-incomeor minority community)?

All proposedclosureactionswould be containedwithin the landfill siteand no changesin the
physicalarrangementof an establishedcommunity,includingtheLaytonvilleRancheriaNative
Americanreservationlocatedadjacentto theprojectsite, would beanticipated.

Topic II
POPULATION AND HOUSING

Would the proposal:

a) (NI) Cumulativelyexceedofficial regionalor local populationprojections?

Theproposedlandfill closureactionswould not contributeto populationgrowth andwould not,
therefore,contributeto theexceedanceof any official regionalor local populationprojections.
No impactson regionalor local populationprojectionswould beanticipated.

b) (NI) Inducesubstantialgrowth in anareaeitherdirectly or indirectly (e.g.,through
projectsin an undevelopedareaor extensionof major infrastructure)?

Theproposedprojectwould haveno effect on growth in the local area,eitherdirectly or
indirectly.

c) (NI) Displaceexistinghousing,especiallyaffordablehousing?

Theproposedprojectwould haveno effect on existinghousing.
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Topic III
GEOLOGIC PROBLEMS

Would the proposal result in or exposepeopleto potential impacts involving:

a) (LS) Fault rupture?

An evaluationof theprojectsiteperformedby AndersonConsultingGroup(ACG) in 1994
revealedno clearevidenceof thepresenceof onsitefaulting. However,becausethepossibility
of onsitefaulting cannotbeconclusivelyruledout, somepotentialfor theexposureof peopleto
fault ruptureduringconstructionandcontinuedmonitoringand maintenanceactivitieswould
exist. This impactwould beconsideredless-than-significantbecauseof thelow probabilityfor
onsitefaulting, theshort-termnatureof proposedconstructionactivitiesand thelimited extent
of monitoringand maintenanceactivities.

b) (LS) Seismicgroundshaking?

Theprojectsite is locatedwithin anareaof relatively high seismicactivity. A computerized
searchof known nearbyearthquakeevents,performedby ACG in 1994, indicatedthat80
seismiceventshadoccurredwithin a 61-mile radiusof thesitebetween1800and1994. The
nearestevent,which took placein 1930,measured4.5on theRichterscaleand wascentered
approximately11 miles from the landfill site.

Thenearestconfirmedactivefault, knownastheMaacamafault, is locatedapproximately1-1/4
miles westof thelandfill. Otheractivefaultswhich could produceonsitegroundshaking
includetheSanAndreasFault, locatedapproximately25 miles westof thesite; theSierran
Block of theCoastRangeFault, locatedapproximately45 miles eastof thesite; the
Healdsburg-RogersCreekfault, locatedapproximately74 milessouthof thesite;andthe
ZamoraFault, locatedapproximately98 milessoutheastof thesite. Of thesefaults, the
Maacamacarriesthehighestpotentialfor creatingonsitegroundshaking.TheMaximum
ProbableEvent(MPE) for this fault is an estimated7.5on theRichterscalewith maximum
peakhorizontalgroundaccelerationof approximately0.6g(whereg equalstheaccelerationof
gravity,or 32.2feet per secondsquared)(ACG, 1995).

In preparingthe Final ClosurePlan,ACG performeda slopestability analysisfor theproposed
postclosurelandfill slopeswhich includedan evaluationof thepotentialfor landslidesduring
seismicevents. Theresultsof this analysisindicatedthat theproposedfinal slopesareexpected
to remainstableunderbothstaticand seismicloadingconditions,althoughthefinal cover
systemmay experienceshallow,localizedfailuresduringgroundshaking.

Dueto theproximity of faults to theprojectsiteand the locationof thesitewithin an area
historicallyproneto earthquakeactivity, therewould besomepotentialfor exposureof people
to groundshakingduring theconstructionphaseof theprojectandduringcontinuedperiodic
monitoringand maintenanceactivities. However,dueto theshort-termnatureof the
constructionphaseand the infrequencyof monitoringandmaintenanceactivities,combined
with the lack of onsitestructures,the impactof increasedhumanexposureto groundshaking
duringearthquakeswould be less-than-significant.
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c) (LS) Seismicground failure, including liquefaction?

Accordingto theGeologicandHydrogeologicReportfor the landfill preparedby ACG in
October1994,thegeologicmaterialsunderlyingthesitewould not causeliquefactionto occur
during earthquakes.No adverseimpactsfrom seismicgroundfailure would beanticipated.

/

d) (LS) Seiche,tsunami, or volcanic hazard?

Becauseof theprojectsite’s location,it would not beaffectedby seiches,tsunamisor volcanic
activity.

e) (LS) Landslides or mudflows?

Existingslopecharacteristicsand theunconsolidatednatureof thesite’s fill arearenderits
slopesproneto landsliding,especiallyin theeventof seismicgroundshaking;althoughthereis
no recordof landslidesoccurringon thesiteto date.

Implementationof theproposedclosureplan would result in a long-termdecreasein the
potentialfor onsitelandsliding. Thefinal coversystemwould increaseslopestability by
securingand coveringunconsolidatedmaterialand theproposedfinal slopegradeswould
reducethe risk of slopefailureduringstormevents.

Dueto their compactnatureandgeologiccomposition,theborrowareaswould belessproneto
slopefailure thanwould theunconsolidatedfill area. Theborrowareaswould begradedwith
averageslopesof 20% or less. Theseslopes,aswell asthoseof thefill area,would be
vegetatedwith grassesto reduceerosionandthepotentialfor slopefailure.

Thereis a potentialfor humanexposureto landslidingon thefill areaandwithin theborrow
areasduringconstructionactivities. However,becausethis phasewould beshort-term
(approximately8 weeksin duration)and becausestandardsafetyprocedureswould be
implementedduringconstruction,potentiallandslideimpactswould beconsideredless-than-
significant.

f) (MLS) Erosion, changesin topography or unstablesoil conditions from excavation,
grading, or fill?

Theconstructionactivitiesinvolved in the removalof vegetation,excavation,andgradingof
onsitesoil would alsoresult in short-termimpactsrelatedto erosion. Theseprocedureswould
temporarilyexposeareasof soil to acceleratedwaterand wind erosionon the fill areaand
within theborrow area(s),resultingin potentiallysignificant impactsto soils (i.e., soil loss)and
nearbytributaries(i.e., increasedsedimentation).

As discussedabove,the proposedprojectincludesmeasuresto minimizeerosionandunstable
soil conditionson thefill-area top deck and sideslopes. Unstablesoil conditionsin theborrow
areaswould be minimized throughfinal grading. However,thepossibilityof increasederosion
and sedimentationin this areawould bea potentiallysignificantenvironmentalimpact.
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MITIGATION MEASURES: Thefollowing mitigationmeasurehasbeenidentified to reduce
borrowareaerosionimpactsto a less-than-significantlevel.

Hydroseedingof all constructionandborrowareasshalloccurfollowing all
constructionactivitiesto minimizesiteerosion.

g) (LS) Subsidenceof the land?

Basedon a reviewof thegeologicmaterialsunderlyingtheprojectsite(performedby ACG
during preparationof theGeologicandHydrbgeologicReportfor thelandfill in October1994),
local landsubsidenceis not likely to occur. However,somesettlingof wastewithin thelandfill
is anticipatedover time. Basedon ACG calculations,the landfill wastecells canbeexpectedto
settleapproximately2 feet below their currentelevations(ACG, 1995). (Theproposedfinal
designgradeshavebeendesignedto accommodatethis degreeof futuresettlement.)

TheFinal ClosurePlan includesimplementationof a settlementmonitoringprogramwhich
would includetwo permanentsurveymonumentson thewesternportionof thelandfill andone
permanentmonumenton theeasternportion. Themonumentswould beusedin conjunction
with aerialphotosto monitor refusesettlementby comparingobservedconditionswith a control
topographicalmapof landfill elevations.Settlementsurveyswould beconductedonceevery
five yearsand would befollowed by immediateregradingof anyareasfound to beaffectedby
subsidence.This programwould ensurethatsurfaceelevationsweremaintainedto prevent
pondingon thetop deckareaof thelandfill. It is anticipatedthatthegreatestdegreeof refuse
settlementwould occurwithin thepostclosuremaintenanceperiod (scheduledto end in 2026).

With implementationof thesettlementmonitoringprogram,impactsrelatedto land subsidence
would beconsideredless-than-significant.

h) (LS) Expansivesoils?

Thenaturalsoils underlyingthesiteexhibit characteristicsthatcould makethemproneto some
degreeof expansion(i.e., sandyclaysandclayeygravels);however,becausetheproposed
projectwould not involve theconstructionof buildingsor otherstructuresthatcould beaffected
by expansivesoils,no adverseimpactswould beanticipated.

i) (NI) Uniquegeologicor physicalfeatures?

Visual surveillanceof thesiteand reviewof recentaerial photographyrevealedno occurrence
of uniquegeologicor physicalfeatures,and no impact relatedto suchfeatureswould be
expectedto result.
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Topic IV
WATER

Would the proposalresult in:

a) (LS) Changesin absorptionrates,drainagepatterns,or therateandamountof surface
runoff?

Installationof thefinal coverwould reducerunoff infiltration ratesinto underlyingwastecells.
Runoff passingthroughthevegetativelayerwould bedirectedinto theperimeterditch system
via thedrainagelayer, therebyminimizing thepotentialfor leachategeneration.Becauseall
runoff from thefill areawould bedirectedinto sedimentationbasins,decreasesin absorption
ratesor changesin drainagepatternson thefill areawould haveno effect on peakstormwater
flows offsite (Refer to Section1.5 for descriptionof final coverdrainagesystems.)

b) (NI) Exposureof peopleor propertyto water-relatedhazardssuchas flooding?

Theproposedprojectwould not contributeto flooding hazardsin the local or regionalareadue
to its small sizeand remotelocation.

c) (MLS) Dischargeinto surfacewatersor otheralterationof surfacewaterquality (e.g.,
temperature,dissolvedoxygen,or turbidity)?

Sedimentationfrom projectconstructioncould adverselyaffect waterquality in local drainages.
Theseimpactswould beconsideredpotentiallysignificant.

MITIGATION MEASURES:

Implementationof themitigationmeasuresidentified underSectionIII., Geologic
Problems,would ensurethat impactsto surfacewaterquality would bereduced
to a less-than-significantlevel.

Becausetheproposedlandfill closurewould includetheuseof sedimentationpondsfor
turbidity reductionand thecontinuedregularmonitoringof surfacewatersfor possible
contamination,thepotentialfor alterationof surfacewaterquality onsiteis minimal, and would
beconsidereda less-than-significantimpact.

d) (LS) Changesin theamountof surfacewaterin any water body?

Theproposedproject is not anticipatedto changetheamountof surfacewater in any water
body.

e) (LS) Changesin currents,or thecourseof directionof watermovements?

As discussedabove,the projectwould alteronsitesurfacedrainagepatternsthrough
implementationof a new drainage/erosioncontrolsystem. No otheralterationsto water
movementswould resultfrom the project.

Mendocino County
Laytonville Landfill Closure 3-6

Michael Brandman Associates
Initial Study



f) (LS) Changein the quantity of ground waters, either through direct additions or
withdrawals, or through interception of an aquifer by cuts or excavations,or
through substantial lossof groundwater rechargecapability?

Groundwateris generallyencounteredatdepthsrangingfrom 20 feetbelowgroundsurface
(BGS) in thesouthwesternportionof thesiteto 50 feet BGS in thenorthernandeastern
portionsof thesite. Themaximumexcavationdepthof theborrowareaswould be
approximately30 feet below thecurrentgroundsurface,reachinganelevationof approximately
1,740feetMSL in thenorthwesterncornerof theborrowarea. A testtrenchexcavatednear
this locationby ACG duringthesummerof 1994(TR-9) encounteredno groundwaterat its
maximumdepthof 1,739feet. Althoughgroundwaterlevelsfluctuateto somedegreefrom
yearto year,theproposedextentof excavationwould not beexpectedto interceptgroundwater
in theborrow areaswherewater tablelevelstend to bethelowest.

In addition,theprojectwould not resultin any additionto local groundwateror increasein
groundwaterwithdrawals. Theproposeddrainagesystemwould direct water into ditchesand
detentionbasins;however,evaporationandgroundwaterrechargerateswould not beexpected
to vary substantiallyfrom their currentrates,asa similar onsitedrainagesystemhas
historicallybeenin operation.

g) (NI) Altered direction or rate of flow of groundwater?

Accordingto a studyperformedby ACG in 1994(theGeologicand HydrogeologicReport),
groundwaterin thevicinity of thesitetendsto flow toward the northeast.However,because
the landfill is locatedcentrallyon a ridge,groundwatermost likely flows radially awayfrom
thesite.

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not affectgroundwaterdirectionor rateof flow, asit
would involve no substantialgroundwaterwithdrawalsor excavationsinto thewater table. No
impactto groundwaterflows would result.

h) (LS) Impacts to groundwater quality?

Groundwaterquality is currentlymonitoredthrough5 onsitemonitoringwells (seeExhibit 3
for locations). Onewell (93-1), locatedin thesouthwesterncornerof thesiteadjacentto the
fill area,hasexhibitedevidenceof increasedmineralization. (Well 94-1 was installed
downgradientof this well to further monitor thissituation.) Suchmineralizationis commonat
landfill sitesandsometimesoccurswhenothertypesof contaminantsarepresent. Also,
leachatesamplingof seepsthatoccurredalongtheeasternlandfill faceduringthewinter of
1992detectedelevatedlevelsof somevolatileorganiccompounds.However,noneof the
compoundsdetectedin the leachateweredetectedin surfacewatersamples. Also, theeastern
landfill facewascoveredwith a two foot foundationlayer to reducewater infiltration. No
otherevidenceof groundwateror surfacewatercontaminationonsiteor associatedwith the
landfill hasbeendetectedto date.

Theexistinggroundwatermonitoringwells would remainin placefollowing theproposed
closure. Closureand postclosureprocedureswould includecontinuedquarterlymonitoringof
thewells by MendocinoCounty in accordancewith the Article 5 Monitoring Programprepared
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by EMCON Associatesandapprovedby theCalifornia RegionalWaterQuality Control Board
(CRWQB). TheCountyis requiredto reportanddevisea correctiveactionplanfor any
detectionof groundwatercontaminationat themonitoringwell locationsor in offsite
groundwaterwells. Implementationof theserequirementswould limit adverseimpactson
groundwaterquality to a less-than-significantlevel.

i) (NI) Substantialreductionin theamountof groundwaterotherwiseavailablefor public
watersupplies?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not involvean increasein groundwaterwithdrawalsand
would thereforenot result in a reductionin theamountof groundwateravailablefor any public
watersupply.

Topic V
AIR QUALITY

Would the proposal:

a) (LS) Violate anyair quality standardsor contributeto anexistingor projectedair
quality violation?

Accordingto theMendocinoCountyAir Quality ManagementDistrict, MendocinoCountyis
currently in attainmentfor fine particulatematter(dustparticlesof 10 micronsor lessin size,
designatedasPM10) within this basin(Barker,pers.comm.,1995). Themovementof final
covermaterialon theprojectsiteduringconstructionactivitieswould createthetemporary
releaseof PMj0 into theairshedimmediatelyabovethe landfill site. However,becausethesite
is relativelysmall and thereleaseof PMI0 would occuronly duringtheconstructionphaseof
theproject,no significantimpactsrelatedto thereleaseof particulatematterwould be
expected.

An air quality impactcould also resultfrom landfill gasgenerationfollowing final closure.
Landfills typically generatemethanegasthroughtheanaerobicdecompositionof wastebelow
the landfill surface. Five perimetergasmonitoringwells wereinstalledon thesite in 1994to
control landfill gasgeneration.To date,thesewells havedetectedno tracesof methanegas
from thefill area. Pursuantto Section17783.15of CCR Title 14, theCountywill implementa
perimetergascontrol systemif methanein excessof 5% by volumeis detectedat the landfill
propertyline. Becauselandfill gaswould becontinuallymonitored,and controlledif
necessary,following final closure,no air quality effects relatedto methanegasgeneration
would beanticipated.

b) (LS) Exposesensitivereceptors(i.e., people)to pollutants?

The projectsite is borderedto thenorth by a low-densityresidentialareaand to theeastand
southby theLaytonvilleRancheria.Thesite’spollutantmonitoringand controlsystemswould
containpotentialadverseeffectsof theproposedprojecton thesite. Therefore,no adjacent
sensitivereceptorswould beaffectedby theproposedproject.
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c) (NI) Alter air movement,moisture, or temperature, or causeany changein climate?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not resultin theconstructionof any structuresor other
elementsthatcould alter air movement. In addition,closureactivitieswould not affect air
moistureor temperatureor result in a changein climate.

d) (LS) Create objectionableodors?

Theprojectwould not resultin thegenerationof substantialobjectionableodorsandwould
significantlydecreasethepotentialfor odorgeneration(from waste)thatexistedwhenthe
landfill was in operation. Any minor odorsduring theconstructionphase(e.g.,from vehicle
or equipmentexhaust)would be minimal andof shortduration. No adverseeffectswould be
anticipated.

Topic VI
TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

Would the proposalresult in:

a) (LS) Increasedvehicletrips or traffic congestion?

Thelandfill would remainclosedto thepublicfollowing final closureand vehicletrips to the
sitewould be limited to Countypersonnelperformingrouting monitoringand maintenance
activities. Therefore,minimal long-termtraffic impactsareanticipated.

Theconstructionphaseof theprojectwould requirea temporary,minimal increasein vehicle
traffic for thetransportof covermaterials,constructionequipment,andpersonnelto thesite.
Specifically,constructionof thefinal coversystemwould requireapproximately9 truckloadsof
GCL for thehydraulicbarrier layer,4 truckloadsof non-wovenfilter fabric for thedrainage
layer,5 truckloadsof erosioncontrol materials(includinghydroseedingequipment),and
personalvehiclesfor approximately10 constructionpersonnel(Forresterand Olsen,pers.
comms.,1995). Vehicleswould accessthesitefrom U.S. 101 andBranscombRoadduring the
eight-weekconstructionperiod.

U.S. 101and BranscombRoad in thevicinity of the projectsitecurrentlyoperateat relatively
low levelsof service. Theadditionof project-generatedtraffic during theconstructionphase
would not exceedCountyor Statelevel of servicestandardson affectedroadways.Significant
adverseimpactsassociatedwith increasedvehiculartrips to thesitewould not beanticipated.

b) (LS) Hazardsto safetyfrom designfeatures(e.g.,sharpcurvesor dangerous
intersections)or incompatibleuses(e.g.,farm equipment)?

Theproposedprojectwould generatea small increasein vehicletrips during thefinal-cover
constructionphase. Vehicletraffic would approachthesitefrom U.S. 101andBranscomb
Road. U.S. 101 is a relativelystraight,flat highwayand BranscombRoadis tree-linedwith
moderatecurves. Project-relatedtraffic would not berequiredto travel throughany sharp
curvesor dangerousintersectionsin routeto thesite. In addition,only passiveagricultural
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uses(e.g.,grazing)arelocatednearthelandfill generatinglittle vehicletraffic. Therefore,
adversetraffic impactsassociatedwith roadwaydesignfeatureswould not beanticipated.

c) (LS) Inadequateemergencyaccessor accessto nearbysites?

Emergencyaccessis providedto thesitevia BranscombRoadandthemain accessroadto the
landfill. Theaccessroad is designedfor heavyvehicleuseand no obstructionsfor emergency
vehiclesexist. Theshort-termconstructiontraffic generatedby theproposedprojectwould not
besufficient to hindertheaccessof emergencyvehiclesto theprojectsiteor nearbyresidential
areas. No adverseimpactswould beanticipated.

d) (NI) Insufficient parkingcapacityonsiteor offsite?

Theprojectsitewould remainclosedto thepublic following final closureand no needfor
additionalparkingwould becreated. In addition,theprojectsite includessufficientspacefor
parkingof constructionvehiclesandequipmentduringandfollowing theconstructionperiod.
No adverseimpactson parkingcapacitywould occur.

e) (LS) Hazardsor barriersfor pedestriansor bicyclists?

Becausethenumberof project-generatedvehicletrips would besmall and of shortduration,no
significantimpactsrelatedto hazardsfor pedestriansor bicyclistswould beexpected.

f) (NI) Conflicts with adoptedpoliciessupportingalternativetransportation(e.g.,bus
turnouts,bicycle racks)?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not induceincreasedrelianceon automobiletransportation
and,therefore,would not result in impactsrelatedto conflictswith alternativetransportation
policies.

g) (NI) Rail, waterborneor air traffic impacts?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not involveor affect any rail lines,waterbornetraffic, or
air traffic.

Topic VII
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Would the proposalresult in impactsto:

a) (LS) Endangered,threatened,or rarespeciesor their habitats(including but not limited
to plants,fish, insects,animals,andbirds)?

Thedominantnaturalvegetationcommunityon theprojectsiteis northcoastconifer forest,
dominatedby pine(Pinussp.)andDouglasfir (Pseudotsugamenziesii)interspersedwith stands
of manzanita(Arctostaphylossp.). However,muchof thesitehasbeendisturbedby historic
landfill operations.Theseareasarelargelydenudedof shrubsandtreesandhavebeen
revegetatedwith ryegrass. A wetland/pondareaof approximately0.5 to 0.75acreis also
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locatedtowardthenortheasterncomerof thesitenearthemain entrance.No perennialstreams
traversethesite. Thenearestperennialstreamto thelandfill is CahtoCreek,which flows
westwardapproximately700feetfrom thesouthernprojectsiteboundary.

Special-statuswildlife speciesknownto occur in the landfill vicinity includethenorthern
spottedowl (Strixoccidentaliscaurina),which is a Federallythreatenedspecies,northern
goshawk(Accipiter gentilis),which is listed by theStateasa CaliforniaSpeciesof Special
Concernanda Category2 candidatefor federallisting, andthesoutherntorrentsalamander
(Rhyacotritonvariegatus),the tailed frog (Ascaphustruei), thefoothill yellow-leggedfrog
(RanaboyUi), andthered treevole (Arborimusporno),which areall CaliforniaSpeciesof
SpecialConcern. Thenorth centralcoastfall spawningrunsof thesteelhead(Oncorhynchus
mykiss)andsilver salmon(Oncorhynchuskisutch)areknownto occur in perennialstreamsin
theprojectvicinity. Both speciesareCaliforniaSpeciesof SpecialConcernandCategory2
candidatesfor federallisting.

Thesitedoesnot containadequatehabitatfor thenorthernspottedowl, treevole, southern
torrentsalamander,tailed frog, or foothill yellow-leggedfrog. Somemarginallysuitable
northerngoshawkhabitatexistson thesite, mainly to the north and eastof the borrowareas.
However,becauseof the marginalcharacterof the habitatand thesmall areaof disturbance
(lessthan1 acreof conifer forest in thenorthernportionof theproposedborrowareaswould
be removed),this impactwould beconsideredlessthansignificant.

Sensitiveplantspeciesknownto occur in thevicinity of the landfill site includeBaker’s
meadowfoam(Limnanthesbakeri),swampharebell(Campanulacalifornica), Nuttall’s
pondweed(Potamogetonepihydrusssp.nuttallil), greatburnet(Sanguisorbaofficinalis),and
north coastsemaphoregrass(Pleuropogonhooverianus)(CNDDB, 1995andCNPS,1995).
Although thesespecieswerenot observedduringtheAugust1995field surveyconductedon
thesite,somehabitatfor Baker’s meadowfoam,swampharebell,Nuttall’s pondweed,andgreat
burnet,which areprimarily wetlandspecies,may occur nearthepondareain thenortheastern
comerof thesite. Marginal habitatfor thenorth coastsemaphoregrassalsooccursthroughout
thesite. This specieswasalsonot observedonsiteduringtheAugust1995field survey.

Theproposedprojectwould not requireany removalof vegetationfrom thepondareain the-
northeastemportionof thesitewheresensitiveplantspecieswould most likely occur.In
addition,becausetheonsitehabitatfor north coastsemaphoregrassis marginal,and becauseno
occurrencesof this specieswereobservedduring the August1995field survey,it is not
expectedto occuron thesite. No impactsto endangered,threatened,or rareplantspecies
would resultwith theproject.

b) (NI) Locally designatedspecies(e.g.,heritagetrees)?

Accordingto theMendocinoCountyPlanningDepartment,no heritagetreeordinanceor other
designationof local speciesexiststhat would apply to theprojectarea. No impact relatedto
locally designatedspecieswould result.
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c) (NI) Locally designatednaturalcommunities(e.g.,oak forest,coastalhabitat,etc.)?

Accordingto theMendocinoCountyPlanningDepartment,no naturalcommunitiesthatmay
occuron theprojectsitearecurrentlydesignatedfor specialconsideration.No impactrelated
to locally designatednaturalcommunitieswould result.

d) (LS) Wetlandhabitat(e.g.,marsh,riparian,andvernalpool)?

As discussedabove,theprojectwould not resultin any lossor alterationof wetlandhabitat,as
no removalof vegetationor excavation/fillingof thepondareawould berequired. Any impact
to thewetlandareawould beconsideredless-than-significant.

e) (LS) Wildlife dispersalor migrationcorridors?

Becauseof thehumandisturbanceon theprojectsitefrom previouslandfill activities,extensive
useof theareaby migratingwildlife would not beanticipated. Also, theproposedproject
would resultin a minimal lossof vegetationacreagein an areaof widespreadwildlife habitat.
Therefore,adverseprojectimpactson wildlife migrationcorridorswould not occur.

Topic VIII
ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

Would theproposal:

a) (NI) Conflict with adoptedenergyconservationplans?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not increasetheuseof energyand would not, therefore,
conflict with any energyconservationplans.

b) (NI) Usenon-renewableresourcesin awastefulandinefficient manner?

Gasoline,diesel,motor oil andotherfluids usedfor theoperationand maintenanceof vehicles
andconstructionequipmentusedduringtheconstructionphasewould betheprincipal non-
renewableresourcesutilized duringproject implementation.Theuseof theseresourceswould
besubjectto standardoperatingproceduresand would not behandledin a wastefulor
inefficient manner.

c) (NI) Resultin the lossof availabilityof a known mineralresourcethat would beof
future valueto the regionandtheresidentsof theState?

No valuablemineral resourceswerediscoveredon thesiteduring its yearsin useasa landfill
and no suchmineralsareexpectedto exist. No impactto mineral resourceswould resultwith
theproject.
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Topic IX
HAZARDS

Would the proposal involve:

a) (LS) A risk of accidental explosionor releaseof hazardoussubstances(including but not
limited to: oil, pesticides,chemicals,or radiation)?

Theproposedprojectwould includecontinuedimplementationof theexistinglandfill gas
monitoringsystem. Landfill gascommonlycontainsmethanegaswhich is generatedduringthe
anaerobicdecompositionof wastebelow thelandfill surface. Methaneis considereda fire
hazardwhenit accumulatesat concentrationsbetween5% and 15% by volume. Underthese
conditions,exposureof thegasto an ignition sourcecould resultin anexplosion. Methaneis
alsoconsidereda mild carcinogenandcanthereforeposea humanhealthhazard.

Methanegasmovesthroughsoil undertwo forces,convectionanddiffusion. During
convection,subsurfacegaspressurebuildsuntil gasis pushedto thegroundsurfacewhereit
mixeswith atmosphericair. During diffusion, subsurfacegasmovesthroughsoil from areasof
high gasconcentrationto areasof low gasconcentration. Methanegasthat moveshorizontally
throughsoil and awayfrom its generationsourceis referredto asmigratedmethane. Methane
migrationis of particularconcernat the landfill perimeterwherelandfill gasmay bereleasedto
surroundingproperties.

No tracesof methanegashavebeendetectedto dateduring regularmonitoringof thesite’s5
perimetergaswells. CCR Title 14, Section17783.15requiresthe implementationof a landfill
gasextractionand control systemif methanein excessof 5% by volumeis detectedat any
landfill propertyline. Sucha systemis not currently requiredat the landfill; however,if
unsafemethanelevelsaredetectedin thefuture, theCountywould likely be requiredto
establisha gascontrol system.

Thelandfill historicallyoperatedasa ClassIII site,acceptingonly non-hazardoussolid waste
(e.g.,householdgarbage,rubbish,paper,cloth, trees,and brush). Becauseno hazardous,
designated,or liquid wasteswereaccepted,it is unlikely thata substantialamountof hazardous
substancessuchasoil, pesticides,chemicals,or radiationwould bereleasedfrom thelandfill
duringor following closure.

In addition,theproposedFinal ClosurePlan includescontinuationof theexistinggroundwater
andsurfacewater monitoringprograms. Continuedquarterlytestingof the5 existing
groundwatermonitoringwells and annualtestingof landfill surfacewaterswould ensurethatno
hazardouswastesor othersubstancewould bereleasedfrom thesitethroughsurfaceor
subsurfacedrainage.

Becausefinal closurewould includecontinuedmonitoringof perimeterlandfill gasfor potential
explosionhazardsaswell asgroundwaterand surfacewatermonitoringfor contamination,
possibleexplosionhazardsor the releaseof hazardoussubstanceswould not beanticipated.
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b) (LS) Possibleinterference with an emergencyresponseplan or emergencyevacuation
plan?

Dueto therelativelysmall sizeof theprojectsiteandsparsepopulationof thelocal area,the
roadwaycapacitieswould besufficient to evacuatenearbyresidentsin theeventof a landfill
emergency.In addition,theproposedFinal ClosurePlan includesan EmergencyResponse
Plan(ERP)consistentwith CCR Title 14ERPrequirements.This plan would ensurethat
properresponseactionsweretakenin theeventof any landfill emergency.No adverseimpacts
would beanticipated.

c) (LS) The creation of any health hazard or potential health hazard?

Closureof thelandfill and theapplicationof final cover is intendedto minimizepotentialhealth
hazards.Thefinal closurewould includecontinuedimplementationof the landfill gasand
ground/surfacewater monitoringprograms. Regularlandfill gastestingwould beconductedto
monitor methanegasgeneration.Continuedtestingof ground/surfacewaterwould be
conductedto monitor waterquality characteristics.If monitoringactivitiesidentify changesin
waterquality, correctiveactionswould be implemented.Thecreationof potentialhealth
hazardswould not beanticipated.

d) (LS) Exposure of peopleto existing sourcesof potential health hazards?

Theprimary potentialhazardassociatedwith thelandfill is relatedto methanegasgeneration.
Becausetheexistingperimetergasmonitoringsystemhasdetectedno tracesof methanegasto
dateand becausecontinuedmonitoringfor methanewould continuewith implementationof the
proposedproject,methaneis not expectedto causea substantialhealthhazard. Thegas
monitoringsystemwould remainin placeandoperationalwith theproposedprojectand if
unsafemethanelevelswereeverdetected,a methanegascollectionand control systemwould
be implementedby theCounty(in accordancewith CCRTitle 14 regulations).

Thegroundwaterandsurfacewater monitoringsystemswould also remain in operation
following theproposedlandfill closure. Thecontinuedoperationof thesesystemswould
minimize potentialhumanexposureto hazardoussubstances.

e) (LS) Increased fire hazard in area with flammable brush, grass,or trees?

Theprojectsite is within a California Departmentof Forestry(CDF) "very high" fire-hazard
severityarea. As describedin Section1.3of this report, the7-acrefill areain thesouthern
portionof thesiteandapproximately3.5acressurroundingthefill areaarecurrentlygrass-
coveredanddevoidof densevegetation.Theremainderof thelandfill site is coveredwith
varyingdensitiesof treesand brush. All of thesevegetationtypesareproneto potentialfire
hazards,especiallyduring thesummermonthswhen humidity is low andtemperaturesare
typically high. Potentialfire hazardsarecurrentlycontrolledby maintenanceof a fire break,
consistingof a bandof non-vegetatedland aroundtheformerly activeportionof thesite.

Theproposedlandfill closurewould notsubstantiallyincreasetheon-or offsite fire hazard.
No componentof theFinal ClosurePlanwould exposeflammablevegetationto any ignition
source. Thepotentialfor increasedexplosionhazardsis presentat all landfills dueto the
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possiblegenerationandaccumulationof methanegas;however,becauseno methanehasbeen
detectedonsiteto date,andbecausetheproposedprojectwould involvecontinuedregular
monitoringof perimeterlandfill gas,no substantialincreasein fire hazardis expected.

Topic X
NOISE

Would theproposalresult in:

a) (LS) Increasesin existingnoiselevels?

Final closureprocedureswould involveashort-termincreasein noiselevelsduringthe
constructionphaseof theproject. Noise-generatingactivitieswould includetheoperationof
trucksandotherequipment,includingthatusedduringexcavation/gradingandthe installation
of drainagecontrolfacilities. Periodicpost-closureactivitiescould alsogeneratenoise,
especiallyif maintenanceprocedurescalledfor regrading. All of thesesourceswould generate
temporaryand infrequentnoisewhich could potentiallybeaudiblefrom theresidencesclosest
to thesite(locatedapproximately450feet northof the landfill).

Of theabove-listednoisesources,truck traffic would createthe mostnotablenoiseincrease.
As discussedin SectionVI, TransportationandCirculation,theprojectwould requirethe
deliveryof approximately18 truckloadsof covermaterialandotherequipmentto thesite
during the8-weekconstructionperiod. Constructionactivitieswould beperformedbetween
7:00a.m.and5:00p.m., MondaythroughFriday;andbetween8:00a.m.and5:00p.m.,
SaturdayandSunday.

Dueto therelativelysmall numberof trucksneededto deliverconstructionmaterialsto the
site,combinedwith theshort-termand infrequentnatureof onsitenoiseincreasesassociated
with excavationandgradingactivities,this impactwould beconsideredless-than-significant.

b) (LS) Exposureof peopleto severenoiselevels?

Someconstructionpersonnelcould beexposedto short-durationseverenoiselevelswhen
operatingconstructionequipmentfor excavationandgrading. Theuseof standardear¬
protectionequipmentwould limit this impactto a less-than-significantlevel. Project-related
noisewould not beaudibleat severelevelsfrom surroundingproperties.

Topic XI
PUBLIC SERVICES

Would the proposalhaveaneffect upon,or resultin a needfor new alteredgovernmentservices
in any of the following areas:

a) (LS) Fire protection?

Thelandfill falls within a CDF "very high" fire hazardseverityareaand is underthe
jurisdictionof the MendocinoFire ProtectionDistrict. Theprojectsite includesgrasses,small
shrubsandconiferousforest,all of which areproneto wildfire. Potentialfire hazardsare
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currentlycontrolledby maintenanceof afire break,consistingof a bandof non-vegetatedland,
aroundtheformerly activeportionof thesite.

Theproposedlandfill closurewould involve revegetationof thefill andborrowareaswith
grasses.Thenon-vegetatedfire breakaroundthefill areawould bemaintained.Thepotential
for accumulationof explosivelevelsof methanegaswould becontrolledby continued,regular
perimetergasmonitoring. Closureand postclosureactivitieswould not increasetheonsiteor
local fire hazardandno substantialincreasein fire protectionserviceswould berequired.

b) (LS) Policeprotection?

Theproposedprojectincludesimplementationof asitesecuritysystemconsistingof the
constructionof a 6-foot high chainlink fencearoundthelandfill footprint with locking gatesat
all entrancelocations. Themain entranceto thelandfill would remainat its currentlocationat
BranscombRoad. Thesignprohibitingentry to the landfill presentlyat this locationwould
remainin placefollowing closure.

Theenhancedsecurityprovidedby the Final ClosurePlan,primarily throughtheconstruction
of a fencing/gatesystem,would minimizethepotentialfor onsitedisturbancesrequiringpolice
response.Theprojectwould not requireadditionalsecurityor policeservicesfrom the
MendocinoCountySheriffsDepartment,which is the respondingagencyto thesite. No
adverseimpactson policeprotectionserviceswould beanticipated.

c) (NI) Schools?

Theprojectincludesno residentialor otherurbanusesand would neithergeneratenew students
nor decreasethe numberof currentstudentsattendingschoolsin theprojectvicinity.

d) (LS) Maintenanceof public facilities, including roads?

Theproposedclosurewould not increasethe needfor maintenanceof onsiteroads,including
themain accessroad,or roadsin theprojectvicinity. Increaseduseof theseroadswould
occurtemporarilyduringtheconstructionphaseof theproject,but road usagewould become
minimal uponcompletionof theseactivities. Theprojectwould not result in increaseduseor
demandon any otherpublic facilities.

e) (LS) Othergovernmentalagencies?

The MendocinoCountyAdministrativeOffice, Solid WasteDivision would beresponsiblefor
all closureand postclosureactivities. This agencyis currentlyresponsiblefor all landfill
activitiesand no increaseor alterationin its serviceswould be requiredfor implementationof
theproposedproject. No othergovernmentalagencieswould beaffectedby theclosure.
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Topic XII
UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Would the proposal result in a need for new systemsor supplies,or substantial alterations to the
following utilities:

a) (NI) Power or natural gas?

No elementof theproposedclosurewould involve increasedpowerusageand no naturalgasis
usedon thesite.

b) (NI) Communicationsystems?

Theprojectwould not requirecommunicationsystemsand would thereforeresultin no impacts
relatedtheuseof suchsystems.

c) (NI) Local or regionalwater treatmentor distributionsystems?

Theprojectwould not requirewaterserviceand would not affect local or regionalwater
treatmentor distributionsystems.

d) (NI) Seweror septictanks?

A portabletoilet would beplacedon thesiteduringtheconstructionphasefor useby
constructionpersonnel. No effectson seweror septictankswould result.

e) (LS) Stormwaterdrainage?

A new stormwaterdrainagesystemfor thelandfill would beconstructedwith implementationof
theproposedproject(seeSection1.5of this reportfor a descriptionof this system).
Implementationof this systemwould minimizeany adverseeffectson drainageassociatedwith
theexistinglandfill. No adverseimpactson thesite’sstormdrainagesystemwould be
anticipated.

f) (NI) Solid wastedisposal?

The landfill hasdiscontinuedwastedisposaloperationsand is no longer in useasa functioning
solid wastedisposalfacility. Therefore,final closureof thefacility would haveno effecton
solid wastedisposalin theCounty.

g) (NI) Local or regionalwatersupplies?

Theprojectwould not requirewaterserviceand would not affect local or regionalwater
supplies.
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Topic XIII
AESTHETICS

Would the proposal:

a) (LS) Affect a scenicvista or highway?

Thelandfill is visiblefrom BranscombRoadwestof theprojectsite. Views from other
roadwaysareblockedby naturaltopographyandvegetation. BranscombRoadis not
designateda scenichighway,therefore,no adverseeffectson a scenicvistaor highwaywould
beanticipated.

b) (LS) Have a demonstrablenegativeaestheticeffect?

Constructionof thefinal coverwould increasethecurrentmaximumtop-deckheightby
approximately5 to 10 feet (to 1,812MSL). This changewould beslightly visiblefrom the
BranscombRoadlocationwestof the landfill; however,the5- to 10-footdifferencein landfill
heightwould not besufficient to substantiallyalter views. Becauseonly a minor alterationin
thelandscapewould occurand thenumberof peoplethat would seethe landfill is small
(consistingof BranscombRoadtravelersandoneresidenceborderingtheroadwestof the
landfill), adversenegativeaestheticeffectswould not beanticipated.

c) (NT) Create light or glare?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not requireany new lighting facilities and would therefore
not resultin thecreationof new light or glare.

Topic XIV
CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the proposal:

a) (MLS) Disturb paleontologicalresources?

Theprojectsite is not known to containany paleontologicalresources.However,because
paleontologicalresourcesaretypically locatedbelow thegroundsurface,the presenceof such
resourcescannotberuled out. If theseresourceswerelocatedon theprojectsite,disturbance
could occurwith projectconstruction. Thepossibledisturbanceof theseresourceduring
excavationactivitieswould result in a potentiallysignificant impact.

MITIGATION MEASURE: To reducepotential impactsto paleontologicalresourceson the
projectsite, thefollowing mitigation will be implemented:

If a potentialpaleontological,cultural,or historic resourceis encounteredduring
theprojectconstructionphase,excavationactivitiesshall be immediatelyhalted
within 20 metersof thematerialanda paleontologicaland/orarchaeological
consultantshall becalled to thesiteto evaluatethe material. Construction
personnelshall not collect, move,or alter thepossibleresourceuntil a
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determinationhasbeenmaderegardingthesignificanceof theresource.The
consultantshall determinethesignificanceof thefind and recommendmeasures
to preservetheresource,if appropriate.

b) (MLS) Disturbarchaeologicalresources?

A cultural resourcesrecordssearch,performedfor theprojectsiteby the Northwest
InformationCenterat SonomaStateUniversity in August1995, indicatedthatno recorded
NativeAmericanor historiccultural resourcesthathavebeenlisted with theCenteroccur in
theareaof thesiteproposedfor disturbanceundertheproject(i.e., theareasslatedfor
excavation).Thesearchincludeda reviewof theCenter’srecords,files, cultural/historic
literature,and historicmaps.

Although theresultsof thesearchdid not revealthepresenceof any archaeologicalresources
on thesite,thepotentialfor their existencecannotbe ruled out. Thepossibilityof disturbance
to anarchaeologicalresourceduringexcavationactivitiesconstitutesa potentiallysignificant
impact.

MITIGATION MEASURE:

Themitigation providedundera)of this sectionwould alsobe implementedto
reducetheimpactof potentialdisturbanceto an archaeologicalresourceto a less-
than-significantlevel.

c) (MLS) Affect historicalresources?

As notedabove,a recentcultural recordssearchdid not revealthepresenceof any historical
resourceson theprojectsite;however,theexistenceof suchresourcescannotberuled out.
Thepossibilityof disturbanceto a historical resourceduringexcavationactivitiesconstitutesa
potentiallysignificantimpact.

MITIGATION MEASURE:

Themitigation providedundera) of thissectionwould also be implementedto
reducethe impactof potentialdisturbanceto a historical resourceto a less-than-
significantlevel.

d) (LS) Havethe potentialto causea physicalchangewhich would affect uniqueethnic
cultural values?

Theproposedprojectwould involve theinstallationof a final coversystemandother
monitoringand maintenancesystemsassociatedwith landfill closure. As notedabove,a recent
cultural recordssearchrevealedno evidenceof Native Americanor historiccultural resources
on theprojectsite. In addition,theproposedfinal cover installationandexcavationof the
borrow areaswould not result in a degreeof physicalchangesufficient to affect any unique
ethnicor cultural valuesof the local area. This impactwould beconsideredless-than-
significant.
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e) (NI) Restrict existing religious or sacreduseswithin the potential impact area?

Theprojectsitehasbeenis useasa landfill since1967. No indicationof its significanceasa
religiousor sacredareahasbeenreceivedsincethat time and no suchareais expectedto occur
onor nearthesite. In addition,theprojectwould not resultin a degreeof physicalchange
sufficientto prohibit any religiousor sacredactivitiesin theprojectvicinity. No impactto
suchuseswould result.

Topic XV
RECREATION

a) (NI) Increasethe demand for neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational
facilities?

Theproposedprojectwould haveno effecton parksor other recreationalfacilities.

b) (NI) Affect existingrecreationalopportunities?

No recreationalopportunitiesexist within proximity of the projectsiteand thesitewould
remainclosedto thepublic following closure. No impactto existingrecreationalopportunities
would beanticipated.

Topic XVI
MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) (LS) Doesthe project havethe potentialto degradethequality of theenvironment,
substantiallyreducethehabitatof a fish or wildlife species,causea fish or wildlife
populationto drop belowself-sustaininglevels,threatento eliminatea plantor
animalcommunity,reducethenumberor restrict therangeof a rareor
endangeredplant or animal,or eliminateimportantexamplesof themajor periods
of California historyor prehistory?

Theproposedproject includesfinal closureof theLaytonville landfill. Projectconstruction
would causesomeenvironmentalimpacts,however,mitigation measureshavebeenidentified to
reducetheseimpactsto less-than-significantlevels. Projectconstructionactivitieswould not
degradethequality of theenvironment,reducewildlife habitatand/orpopulations,reducethe
numberof rareor endangeredspecies,or eliminateexamplesof California history.

b) (NI) Doesthe project havethe potential to achieveshort-term,to thedisadvantageof
long-term,environmentalgoals?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould resultin long-termenvironmentalprotectionfrom potential
impactsassociatedwith theformer landfill useof thesite. Therewould be no short-term
advantagesof theprojectthatwould beto a disadvantageof long-termenvironmentalgoals.
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c) (NI) Doesthe project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable?("Cumulatively considerable" meansthat the effectsof a project are
considerablewhen viewed in connectionwith the effectsof past projects, the effects
of other current projects, and the effectsof probable future projects.)

Thelandfill closurewould not contributeto cumulativeadverseimpacts. Following placement
of thefinal landfill cover,activitieson theprojectsitewould be limited to sitemonitoringand
maintenanceprocedures.

d) (LS) Doesthe project haveenvironmental effectswhich will causesubstantial adverse
effectson human beings,either directly or indirectly?

Theproposedlandfill closurewould not result in significantadverseeffects,eitherdirectlyor
indirectly, on humanbeings. As describedpreviously,theproject includesprovisionsfor the
monitoringof landfill gasandground-andsurfacewater. Theseactivitieswould protect
nearbyresidentsfrom potentialhealthandsafetyrisks relatedto explosionhazards,air quality,
and watercontamination. No otherpotentialeffectson humanbeingswould beassociatedwith
theproject.
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Appendix E 
Noise and Vibration Modeling 



Construction Noise 

 
Construction Vibration 

 

Noise Level @ 50 ft Single Family Res to the N

Distance 750

Demolition 81 57.478

Site Preparation 81 57.478

Grading 83 59.478

Equipment Installation 80 56.478

Vibration @ 25 ft Single Family Res to the N

Distance 935

Large Bulldozer 0.089 0.000

Loaded Trucks 0.076 0.000

Small Bulldozer 0.003 0.000



                        Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM),Version 1.1

Report date:             11/18/2024
Case Description:        Demolition

                                **** Receptor #1 ****

                                           Baselines (dBA)
Description   Land Use        Daytime    Evening    Night
-----------   --------        -------    -------    -----
Demolition    Residential        65.0       55.0     50.0  

                                     Equipment
                                     ---------
                                     Spec    Actual    Receptor    Estimated
                    Impact  Usage    Lmax    Lmax      Distance    Shielding
Description         Device   (%)     (dBA)   (dBA)      (feet)       (dBA)
-----------         ------  -----    -----   -----     --------    ---------
Dozer                   No     40             81.7         50.0          0.0
Excavator               No     40             80.7         50.0          0.0
Front End Loader        No     40             79.1         50.0          0.0
                                                                                    
   
                                     Results
                                     -------
                                                            Noise Limits (dBA)      
                   Noise Limit Exceedance (dBA)
                                           
----------------------------------------------    
----------------------------------------------
                        Calculated (dBA)         Day           Evening          
Night              Day           Evening          Night    
                        ----------------   --------------   -------------  
--------------    --------------  --------------  --------------
Equipment                  Lmax    Leq        Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax  
 Leq       Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq
----------------------  ------  ------     ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  
------    ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  ------
Dozer                     81.7    77.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Excavator                 80.7    76.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Front End Loader          79.1    75.1        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
               Total      81.7    81.4        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A



                        Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM),Version 1.1

Report date:             11/18/2024
Case Description:        Site Preparation

                                **** Receptor #1 ****

                                           Baselines (dBA)
Description         Land Use        Daytime    Evening    Night
-----------         --------        -------    -------    -----
Site Preparation    Residential        65.0       55.0     50.0  

                                     Equipment
                                     ---------
                                     Spec    Actual    Receptor    Estimated
                    Impact  Usage    Lmax    Lmax      Distance    Shielding
Description         Device   (%)     (dBA)   (dBA)      (feet)       (dBA)
-----------         ------  -----    -----   -----     --------    ---------
Dozer                   No     40             81.7         50.0          0.0
Excavator               No     40             80.7         50.0          0.0
Front End Loader        No     40             79.1         50.0          0.0
                                                                                    
   
                                     Results
                                     -------
                                                            Noise Limits (dBA)      
                   Noise Limit Exceedance (dBA)
                                           
----------------------------------------------    
----------------------------------------------
                        Calculated (dBA)         Day           Evening          
Night              Day           Evening          Night    
                        ----------------   --------------   -------------  
--------------    --------------  --------------  --------------
Equipment                  Lmax    Leq        Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax  
 Leq       Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq
----------------------  ------  ------     ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  
------    ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  ------
Dozer                     81.7    77.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Excavator                 80.7    76.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Front End Loader          79.1    75.1        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
               Total      81.7    81.4        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A



                        Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM),Version 1.1

Report date:             11/18/2024
Case Description:        Grading

                                **** Receptor #1 ****

                                           Baselines (dBA)
Description    Land Use        Daytime    Evening    Night
-----------    --------        -------    -------    -----
Grading        Residential        65.0       55.0     50.0  

                                     Equipment
                                     ---------
                              Spec    Actual    Receptor    Estimated
             Impact  Usage    Lmax    Lmax      Distance    Shielding
Description  Device   (%)     (dBA)   (dBA)      (feet)       (dBA)
-----------  ------  -----    -----   -----     --------    ---------
Dozer            No     40             81.7         50.0          0.0
Excavator        No     40             80.7         50.0          0.0
Scraper          No     40             83.6         50.0          0.0
                                                                                    
   
                                     Results
                                     -------
                                                            Noise Limits (dBA)      
                   Noise Limit Exceedance (dBA)
                                           
----------------------------------------------    
----------------------------------------------
                        Calculated (dBA)         Day           Evening          
Night              Day           Evening          Night    
                        ----------------   --------------   -------------  
--------------    --------------  --------------  --------------
Equipment                  Lmax    Leq        Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax  
 Leq       Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq
----------------------  ------  ------     ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  
------    ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  ------
Dozer                     81.7    77.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Excavator                 80.7    76.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Scraper                   83.6    79.6        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
               Total      83.6    82.9        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A



                        Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM),Version 1.1

Report date:             11/18/2024
Case Description:        Equipment Installation

                                **** Receptor #1 ****

                                           Baselines (dBA)
Description               Land Use        Daytime    Evening    Night
-----------               --------        -------    -------    -----
Equipment Installation    Residential        65.0       55.0     50.0  

                                     Equipment
                                     ---------
                                     Spec    Actual    Receptor    Estimated
                    Impact  Usage    Lmax    Lmax      Distance    Shielding
Description         Device   (%)     (dBA)   (dBA)      (feet)       (dBA)
-----------         ------  -----    -----   -----     --------    ---------
Excavator               No     40             80.7         50.0          0.0
Front End Loader        No     40             79.1         50.0          0.0
Backhoe                 No     40             77.6         50.0          0.0
                                                                                    
   
                                     Results
                                     -------
                                                            Noise Limits (dBA)      
                   Noise Limit Exceedance (dBA)
                                           
----------------------------------------------    
----------------------------------------------
                        Calculated (dBA)         Day           Evening          
Night              Day           Evening          Night    
                        ----------------   --------------   -------------  
--------------    --------------  --------------  --------------
Equipment                  Lmax    Leq        Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax  
 Leq       Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq     Lmax    Leq
----------------------  ------  ------     ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  
------    ------  ------  ------  ------  ------  ------
Excavator                 80.7    76.7        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Front End Loader          79.1    75.1        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
Backhoe                   77.6    73.6        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A
               Total      80.7    80.1        N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A   
 N/A       N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A     N/A



 

 

Appendix F 
Assembly Bill 52 Correspondence 
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