
Fee Exempt - Gov't Code §27383 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: D Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Rm. 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

0 Orange County Clerk-Recorder 
P.O. Box 238 
Santa Ana, CA 92702 

FROM: City of Lake Forest - Community Development Department I Planning Division 
100 Civic Center Drive 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Project Title: General Plan Amendment 10-24-57 45 

Project Applicant: City of Lake Forest 

Project Location - Specific: El Toro Road between Portola Parkway and Live Oak Canyon 
Road in the City of Lake Forest 

Project Location - City: Lake Forest I County: I Orange County 

General Plan Amendment (GPA) 10-24-5745 is a City initiated 
amendment to the General Plan Mobility Network Map (Figure 
M-1) to reflect changes to the Orange County Master Plan of 
Arterial Highways (MPAH). On September 9, 2024, the Orange 
County Transportation Authority (OCTA) Board of Directors ap-
proved amendments to the MPAH, which included the reclassi-
fication of El Toro Road between Portola Parkway and Live Oak 
Canyon Road from a major arterial (six-lane, divided) to a pri-

Description of Nature, Purpose mary arterial (four-lane, divided) and asymmetric primary arterial 

and Beneficiaries of Project: (five-lane, divided). Portions of this street segment are located 
in the City of Lake Forest. These changes to the MPAH triggered 
required modifications to Figure M-1-Mobility Network, in the 
City's General Plan Mobility Element. The revisions include 
modifying portions of El Toro Road from "major arterial" to "pri-
mary arterial". The proposed downgrade of the roadway classi-
fications is consistent with the current built configuration of El 
Toro Road. General Plan Amendment 10-24-57 45 would not ap-
prove any development, grading, ground disturbance, construe-
tion project, or other chanqe to the physical environment. 

Public Agency Approving Project: City of Lake Forest City Council 

Name of Person/Agency Undertaking 
City of Lake Forest 
100 Civic Center Drive 

Project: Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Exempt Status: 

□ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268) D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 

□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 

□ Categorical Exemption (Sec. & Class) : 

□ Statutory Exemption (Code Number): 

0 Other. Explanation: State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15060 (c)(2), and 
15061(b)(3) 



Reason Why Project is Exempt: Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15060(c)(2), an activity is not 
subject to CEQA if the activity will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in 
the environment. This project, GPA 10-24-57 45, is an amendment to the City's General Plan Mobility Network 
Map to ensure consistency with the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways. The revisions include 
the downgrade of the roadway classification from major to primary arterial to portions of El Toro Road/Santi­
ago Canyon Road. The revisions are consistent with the current built configuration along Santiago Canyon 
Road and El Toro Road. As such, General Plan Amendment 10-24-5745 would not entitle or otherwise ap­
prove any development, grading, ground disturbance, construction project, or other change to the physical 
environment. Thus, section 15060(c)(2) applies to GPA 10-24-57 45 and no further action is therefore required. 

GPA 10-24-5745 also qualifies for the common sense exemption under Section 15061(b)(3). Under Section 
15061 (b)(3), CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the 
environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may 
have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. Here, the General Plan 
Amendment does not have the potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or 
a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment because it involves an amendment to 
the City 's General Plan Mobility Network Map to ensure consistency with the Orange County Master Plan of 
Arterial Highways, and does not entitle or otherwise approve any development, grading, ground disturbance, 
construction project, or other change to the physical environment. Therefore, it can be seen with certainty that 
there is no possibility that GPA 10-24-57 45 may have a significant effect on the environment. As a result, 
GPA 10-24-5745 is not subject to CEQA 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Jennifer Mansur, AICP - Senior Planner 

Telephone No./ E-Mail: (949) 461-3472 / jmansur@lakeforestca.gov 

Was a public hearing held by the Lead 
Agency to consider the exemption? 

7/2,~~5 
ead Agency Representative) ' ate 

~ Yes D No 
Date of Public Hearing 

July 1, 2025 

Date Received for Filing : 


