Morningside Project SCEA - Recirculated
City of Inglewood

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Statutory Authority and Requirements

An application for the proposed Morningside Project (Project) located on a 22.87-acre site in the
City of Inglewood has been submitted to the City of Inglewood Planning Division for discretionary
review. The City of Inglewood (City), as Lead Agency, has determined that the Project is subject
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and that preparation of Sustainable
Community Environmental Assessment (SCEA) is required. The SCEA was published on June 30,
2025, and was available for public review from June 30, 2025, to July 29, 2025. Subsequent to
the publication of the SCEA, minor revisions and clarifications have been made to the SCEA to
address clarity on the Project Site’s proximity to a High Quality Transit Corridor (HQTC) and to
provide consistency edits following the adoption of the 2024-2050 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) (also known as Connect SoCal 2024). Public
review requirements described in Section 1.2.2 and Section 1.4, below, are applicable to this
recirculated SCEA.

This SCEA evaluates the potential environmental effects that could result from the construction,
implementation, and operation of the Project. As part of this SCEA, an Initial Study has been
prepared (refer to Section 5, Environmental Impact Analysis, of this SCEA) in accordance with
CEQA (Public Resources Code [PRC] §21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14,
California Code of Regulations [CCR], §15000 et seq.).The City uses Appendix G of the State CEQA
Guidelines as the thresholds of significance unless another threshold of significance is expressly
identified in the document.

Based on the analysis provided within this SCEA, the City has concluded that the Project qualifies
as a Transit Priority Project (TPP), is consistent with an adopted Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS) that has been accepted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) as meeting
the State's greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets, and that the Project would not result in
significant impacts on the environment. This SCEA is intended as an informational document,
which is ultimately required to be considered and adopted by the decision-making body of the
City in conjunction with approval of the Project.

1.2 Purpose

CEQA was enacted in 1970 with several basic purposes, including: (1) to inform governmental
decision makers and the public about the potential significant environmental effects of proposed
projects; (2) to identify ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly reduced;
(3) to prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in projects
through the use of feasible alternatives or mitigation measures; and (4) to disclose to the public
the reasons behind a project's approval even if significant environmental effects are anticipated.

Public Resources Code Section 21155.2(b)(1) requires that an Initial Study be prepared for each
SCEA. An Initial Study is a preliminary analysis conducted by the lead agency, in consultation with
other agencies (responsible or trustee agencies, as applicable), to determine whether there is
substantial evidence that a project may have a significant effect on the environment. If a
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qualifying project meets certain criteria described below and the Initial Study shows that any
potential significant effects would be avoided or mitigated to a point where clearly no significant
effects would occur through project mitigation measures, a SCEA may be prepared.

1.2.1 Senate Bill 375

The State of California adopted Senate Bill (SB) 375, also known as the "Sustainable Communities
and Climate Protection Act of 2008," which outlines growth strategies that better integrate
regional land use and transportation planning and that helps meet the State of California's GHG
emissions reduction mandates. SB 375 requires the State's 18 metropolitan planning
organizations to incorporate an SCS into the regional transportation plans to achieve their
respective region's GHG emission reduction targets set by the CARB. Correspondingly, SB 375
provides various CEQA streamlining provisions for projects that are consistent with an adopted
applicable SCS and meet certain other objective criteria. The SCEA is one of these streamlining
tools.

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is the metropolitan planning
organization for the County of Los Angeles (along with the Counties of Imperial, San Bernardino,
Riverside, Orange, and Ventura). On April 4, 2024, SCAG's Regional Council adopted the 2024-
2050 RTP/SCS. The 2024-2050 RTP/SCS outlines a vision for a more resilient and equitable future,
with investment, policies and strategies for achieving the region’s shared goals through 2050.
The Plan elements that are necessary to bring this vision to fruition are organized within the
pillars of Mobility, Communities, Environment and Economy. On May 7, 2025 CARB accepted
SCAG’s determination that the 2024-2050 RTP/SCS meets the State’s GHG emission reduction
targets. SB 375 allows the City, acting as Lead Agency, to prepare a SCEA as the environmental
CEQA clearance for TPPs, as described below, that are consistent with the 2024-2050 RTP/SCS.

1.2.2 Purpose and Content of a SCEA

The purpose of a SCEA is to evaluate the environmental effects of a project in accordance with
CEQA and PRC Sections 21155 and 21155.2. In addition, a SCEA must evaluate a project's
consistency with SCAG's RTP/SCS and incorporate feasible mitigation measures, performance
standards, and/or criteria from prior applicable EIRs into the proposed project.

The SCEA form of CEQA documentation was established by SB 375 to provide streamlined
environmental review for certain TPPs. TPPs are residential or mixed-use residential projects that
provide a minimum net density of 20 dwelling units per acre and are located within one-half mile
of a major transit stop or high-quality transit corridor (Public Resources Code Section 21155(b)).
The intent of the CEQA streamlining provisions is to reduce documentation and redundancy and
to provide an incentive for TPPs that are consistent with a larger effort to reduce GHG emissions
by integrating transportation and land use planning.

A SCEA is comparable to a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) in that the lead agency must
find that all potentially significant impacts of a project required to be identified in the Initial Study
have been identified, adequately analyzed, and mitigated to a less than significant level. A SCEA
must also identify any cumulative impacts that have been adequately addressed and mitigated
in a prior applicable certified EIR. Where the lead agency determines the impact has been
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adequately addressed and mitigated, the impact shall not be considered cumulatively
considerable. Also, a SCEA is not required to reference, describe, or discuss growth-inducing
impacts and project specific or cumulative impacts from cars and light duty truck trips on global
warming or the regional transportation network.

A draft of the SCEA shall be circulated for a public comment period not less than 30 days, and the
lead agency shall consider all comments received prior to acting on the SCEA. The lead agency's
decision to review and approve a project with a SCEA shall be reviewed under the substantial
evidence standard.

13 Organization of the SCEA

This document is organized into the following sections:

Section 1.0: Introduction provides a Project introduction and overview, describes the purpose
and content of the SCEA and provides an overview of the CEQA process.

Section 2.0: Project Description details the Project’s location, environmental setting, background
and history, characteristics, discretionary actions, construction program, phasing, agreements,
and required permits and approvals. This Section also identifies the intended uses of the SCEA,
including a list of anticipated permits and other approvals.

Section 3.0: Lead Agency Determination and Overview of Potential Impacts provides the
determination of the Project and an overview of potential impacts that may or may not result
from Project implementation.

Section 4.0: SCEA Criteria and Consistency Analysis demonstrates the Project qualifies as a
Transit Priority Project and is consistent with the Sustainable Communities Strategy.

Section 5.0: Evaluation of Environmental Impacts provides an analysis of environmental impacts
identified in Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines.

Section 6.0 Incorporation of the 2024-2050 RTP/SCS. This section identifies all of the mitigation
measures contained in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for SCAG’s
2024-2050 RTP/SCS Program EIR and a discussion of the applicability of the mitigation measures
to the project. A MMRP is also included for the Project.

Appendices: Includes various documents, technical reports, and information used in preparation
of the SCEA.

1.4 CEQA Process

Below is a general overview of the CEQA process. The City has prepared this SCEA to determine
if the Project qualifies as a TPP, is consistent with the SCS, and if it may have a significant effect
on the environment. This SCEA determined that the Project meets the criteria for a SCEA, is
consistent with the SCS, and would not have a significant effect on the environment. A Notice of
Completion and Availability (NOC/NOA) will be circulated to notify public agencies and the
general public that a draft of the SCEA is available for review and comment for a period of at least
30 days. CEQA requires that the legislative body (i.e., City Council) or planning commission of the
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lead agency conduct a public hearing and consider all comments received prior to acting on the
SCEA. The lead agency may then adopt the SCEA, provided it finds the following:

a. All potentially significant or significant effects required to be identified in the Initial Study
have been identified and analyzed, and

b. With respect to each significant effect on the environment required to be identified in the
Initial Study, either of the following apply:?

i Changes or alterations have been required in or incorporated into the project that
avoid or mitigate the significant effects to a level of insignificance.

ii. Those changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of
another public agency and have been, or can and should be, adopted by that other
agency.

1 California Code, Public Resources Code - PRC § 21155.2
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