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SCH #: 2025061423

Project Title: Guadalupe River Bank Stabilization Project: Malone Road and Blossom Hill Road

Lead Agency: Santa Clara Valley Water District

Contact Name: -@Wrence Truong

ltruong@valleywater.org 408-630-2916

Email: Phone Number:

City of San Jose, Santa Clara County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The Guadalupe River Bank Stabilization Project: Malone Road and Blossom Hill Road involves stabilization and repair of
eroded in-stream structures along the Guadalupe River to maintain flood protection and prevent impacts to adjacent
properties. At the Malone Road site, activities include removal of select trees and vegetation, installation of a temporary
water bypass and active dewatering system, removal of damaged concrete slope paving, and construction of new
concrete slope protection with compacted earth backfill and embedded rock riprap. At the Blossom Hill Road site,
activities include installation of an active dewatering system, debris removal, and replacement of a failed gabion basket
structure with rock slope protection. Construction is anticipated to occur during the dry season between summer 2026
and fall 2026.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The project has the potential to result in impacts to biological resources, including removal of up to 15 riparian trees and
temporary and permanent disturbance to approximately 0.35 acre of streambank and channel along the Guadalupe
River. Potential impacts to special-status species, including burrowing owl and Crotch’s bumble bee, and to riparian
habitat were identified. Construction activities also have the potential to temporarily affect water quality through
sedimentation and mobilization of mercury-laden sediments within the Guadalupe River Watershed Mercury TMDL area.

These impacts would be reduced to less than significant through implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 (Riparian
Tree and Habitat Compensation and Restoration), which requires compensatory habitat restoration and/or in-lieu fee
payment under the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan or agency-approved restoration at specified ratios, as well as
species-specific avoidance and minimization measures (including preconstruction surveys, buffers, and compliance with
CESA requirements, if applicable). Water quality impacts would be minimized through adherence to the Construction
General Permit, implementation of best management practices, Stream Maintenance Program requirements, and water
quality monitoring consistent with the Mercury TMDL.

With mitigation incorporated, all impacts would be less than significant.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The primary areas of controversy raised during public and agency review related to potential impacts to biological
resources and waters of the State, including riparian habitat removal, tree removal, special-status species (e.g.,
burrowing owl and Crotch’s bumble bee), and compliance with the Guadalupe River Watershed Mercury TMDL. The San
Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board also commented on characterization of baseline site conditions,

beneficial uses of the Guadalupe River, and compensatory mitigation for impacts to riparian and aquatic resources in
relation to Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification requirements.

These issues were addressed through revisions to the IS/MND, incorporation of additional biological avoidance and
mitigation measures, clarification of regulatory status of special-status species, quantification of temporary and
permanent impacts, and expanded discussion of water quality protections and Basin Plan beneficial uses.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers




