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« Temporary access roads, construction easements, and staging areas that were
previously vegetated would be restored to a natural contour and revegetated with
regionally-appropriate native vegetation.
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Special precautions would be taken to protect species that have the potential to exist
where vegetation removal or culvert work would occur. This includes removing all
vegetation outside of the migratory and nongame bird nesting season, having a
qualified biologist present to monitor instream work, implementation of an Aquatic
Species Relocation Plan, implementing seasonal work restrictions for in-water work,
pre-construction surveys for raptors and amphibians, and control of invasive plant
species. This area would also be revegetated per the Revegetation Plan. The following
Standard Measures and BMPs would be implemented to minimize impacts.

o Removal of established trees and vegetation would be minimized to the
maximum extent feasible. Environmentally sensitive areas would have
Temporary High Visibility Fencing (THVF) installed before start of construction to
demarcate areas where vegetation would be preserved and root systems of trees
protected.

s To protect migratory and nongame birds (occupied nests and eggs), vegetation
removal would be limited to the period outside of the bird breeding season
(removal would occur between September 16 and January 31). If vegetation
removal is required during the breeding season, a nesting bird survey would be
conducted by a qualified biologist within five days prior to vegetation removal. If
an active nest is located, the biologist would coordinate with CDFW to establish
appropriate species-specific buffer(s) and any monitoring requirements. The
buffer would be delineated around each active nest and construction activities
would be excluded from these areas until birds have fledged, or the nest is
determined to be unoccupied.

* A qualified biologist would monitor in-stream construction activities that could
potentially impact sensitive biological receptors (e.g., amphibians, fish). To
ensure adherence to permit conditions, the biological monitor would be present
during activities such as installation and removal of dewatering or diversion
systems. In-water work restrictions would be implemented.
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e An Aquatic Species Relocation Plan, or equivalent, would be prepared by a
qualified biologist and include provisions for pre-construction surveys and the
appropriate methods or protocols to relocate any species found. If previously
unidentified threatened or endangered species are encountered work would
either be stopped until the species is out of the impact area, or the appropriate
regulatory agency would be contacted to establish steps to avoid or minimize
potential adverse effects.

¢ A Limited Operating Period would be observed, whereby all in-stream work below
ordinary high water (OHW) would be restricted to the period between June 15
and October 15 to protect water quality and vulnerable life stages of sensitive fish
species.

e Pre-construction surveys for raptors during the nesting season (February 1 to
September 15) will occur around the project area to determine if active nests are
present. This would be conducted by a qualified biologist within one week prior to
initiation of construction activities. Areas to be surveyed would be limited to those
areas subject to increased disturbance because of construction activities (i.e.,
areas where existing traffic or human activity is greater than or equal to
construction-related disturbance need not be surveyed). If any active raptor nests
are identified, Caltrans would work with CDFW to determine if and what
protection measures would be needed. To protect nesting or roosting northern
spotted owl and marbled murrelet, suitable northern spotted owl or marbled
murrelet nesting trees would be removed between September 16 and January 31.

e A pre-construction survey for amphibians would be completed by a qualified
biologist prior to any ground-disturbing activities within streams, and adjacent
habitat within the project ESL. Any salamanders, frogs, tadpoles, egg masses, or
Northwestern pond turtle found during the initial survey would be relocated to
suitable habitat outside of the project area by the biologist prior to conducting
work in suitable habitat. The biologist would be present during all phases of in-
stream construction to assist with relocation efforts as they arise. The specific
requirements for surveys and relocation would be identified in the project's
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Aquatic Species Relocation Plan, which will include specifics on appropriate land
surveys for amphibians and Northwestern pond turtles.

e Invasive non-native species control would be implemented. Measures would
include:

o Straw, straw bales, seed, mulch, or other material used for erosion control
or landscaping would be free of noxious weed seed and propagules.

o All equipment would be thoroughly cleaned of all dirt and vegetation prior
to entering the job site to prevent importing invasive non-native species.
Project personnel would adhere to the latest version of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife Aquatic Invasive Species
Decontamination Protocol (CDFW 2022) for all field gear and equipment
in contact with water.

DE MINIMIS DETERMINATION(S)

This section of the document discusses de minimis impact determinations under
Section 4(f). Section 6009(a) of SAFETEA-LU amended Section 4(f) legislation at 23
United States Code (USC) 138 and 49 USC 303 to simplify the processing and approval
of projects that have only de minimis impacts on lands protected by Section 4(f). This
amendment provides that once the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT)
determines that a transportation use of Section 4(f) property, after consideration of any
impact avoidance, minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures, results in a
de minimis impact on that property, an analysis of avoidance alternatives is not
required, and the Section 4(f) evaluation process is complete. FHWA's final rule on
Section 4(f) de minimis findings is codified in 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
774.3 and CFR 774.17.
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Responsibility for compliance with Section 4(f) has been assigned to Caltrans pursuant
to 23 USC 326 and 327, including de minimis impact determinations, as well as
coordination with those agencies that have jurisdiction over a Section 4(f) resource that
may be affected by a project action.

Del Norte California Coastal Trail - Section 7/ Redwood National Park

There would be no permanent incorporation of park land and there would be no
constructive use as the activities, features, and attributes of the property would not

be substantially impaired due to its proximity to the project. While this project would
have temporary effects on a lightly used portion of Section 7 of the CCT, alternate
routes are available for the trail in the area and via Damnation Creek Trailhead, which is
approximately 3.4 miles north. The effects would be related to temporary closure of the
trail, regrading and reconfiguring the trail entrance, as well as noise and visual changes
from construction activities. After construction is complete, the improvements from this
project would include wider shoulders, more consistent traffic speeds, reduced
maintenance needs, and a more reliable roadway—ultimately enhancing safety and
access to the CCT. During and prior to temporary trail closures, signage would be
posted in accordance with Caltrans Temporary Pedestrian Access Roufes Handbook
and potential alternative access routes would be identified. Aesthetic treatments on the
SNW, as well as the Standard Measures and BMPs listed above, would be implemented
to further reduce impacts to these resources.

The transportation use of this Section 4(f) resource, together with measures to mitigate
harm, does not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the
resource for protection under Section 4(f); therefore, the work required for Wilson Creek
Restoration and SPGA Wall would constitute de minimis impacts to Section 7 of the
CCT within RNP under Section 4(f).
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Temporary Construction Easements / Del Norte Coast Redwood State Park

There would be no permanent incorporation of park land and there would be no
constructive use as the activities, features, and attributes of the property would not be
substantially impaired due to its proximity to the project. This project would have
temporary impacts on DNCRSP where TCEs are needed. The impacts would occur in
an area that is currently not accessed by the public and the TCEs would not affect use
of the surrounding park land. The impacts would be related to vegetation removal and
soil disturbance required to accommodate heavy equipment operations. After
construction, the areas would be regraded to natural contours and a Revegetation Plan,
as well as the Standard Measures and BMPs listed above, would be implemented to
further reduce impacts to the area.

The transportation use of this Section 4(f) resource, together with measures to mitigate
harm, would not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the
resource for protection under Section 4(f); therefore, the work required for Wilson Creek
Restoration and SPGA Wall would constitute de minimis impacts to these areas within
DNCRSP under Section 4(f).

DeMartin Beach Pichic Area / Del Norte Coast Redwood State Park

There would be no permanent incorporation of park land and there would be no
constructive use as the activities, features, and attributes of the property would not

be substantially impaired due to its proximity to the project. This project would have
temporary effects on the DeMartin Beach Picnic Area related to noise and visual
changes from construction activities and traffic management. After construction is
complete, the improvements from this project would include wider shoulders, more
consistent traffic speeds, reduced maintenance needs, and a more reliable roadway—
ultimately enhancing safety and access to the DBPA. Aesthetic treatments on the
retaining walls, revegetation of disturbed areas, as well as the additional Standard
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Measures and BMPs listed above, would be implemented to further reduce impacts to
the DBPA.

The transportation use of this Section 4(f) resource, together with measures to mitigate
harm, does not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the
resource for protection under Section 4(f); therefore, the work required for Wilson Creek
Restoration and SPGA Wall would constitute de minimis impacts to the DeMartin Beach
Picnic Area within DNCRSP under Section 4(f).

Wilson Creek Beach / Del Norte Coast Redwood State Park

There would be no permanent incorporation of park land and there would be no
constructive use as the activities, features, and attributes of the property would not

be substantially impaired due to its proximity to the project. This project would have
temporary effects on the Wilson Creek Beach related to temporary closures for the
safety of the public. After construction is complete, the improvements from this project
would include wider shoulders, more consistent traffic speeds, reduced maintenance
needs, and a more reliable roadway—ultimately enhancing safety and access to Wilson
Creek Beach. During, and prior to temporary beach closures, signage would be posted
in accordance with Caltrans Temporary Pedestrian Access Routes Handbook. After the
closure, the beach would remain open and accessible for the duration of the project.

The transportation use of this Section 4(f) resource, together with measures to mitigate
harm, does not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that qualify the
resource for protection under Section 4(f); therefore, the work required for Wilson Creek
Restoration and SPGA Wall would constitute de minimis impacts to the Wilson Creek
Beach within DNCRSP under Section 4(f).
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PUBLIC INPUT AND CONCURRENCE

As part of the Section 4(f) process, the public is afforded the opportunity to comment on
this evaluation and Caltrans' intent to make a de minimis finding for the proposed
project activities within RNSP. This letter will be circulated for public comment with the
California Environmental Quality Act Draft Initial Study with Negative Declaration.
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