
NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI), 
INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
AND COMPLIANCE WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS 

June 27, 2025
County of Kern – Planning and Natural Resources Department
2700 M Street, Suite 250,
Bakersfield, CA 93301-2372
(661) 862-5020

These notices shall satisfy three separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the County of Kern Planning and Natural Resources Department.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or soon after July 29, 2025, the Board of Supervisors will be requested to authorize the County of Kern Planning and Natural Resources Department (PLNR) to submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Los Angeles Field Office, for the release of HOME Investment Partnerships Act (HOME) funds under Title 2 of the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act, as amended, to undertake the following project known as CD Project #33.21.3 – HOME Housing Authority North Chester Apartments (Oildale Housing).  

The project site is located at on the north-west corner of the intersection of North Chester Avenue and Decatur Street at 801 and 805 North Chester Avenue, and at 106 and 108 Decatur Street in Oildale, CA.  The Oildale Supportive and Affordable Housing Project consists of the design and construction of 15 new single bedroom units on an approximate 0.53-acre (net) paved lot.  The site is currently a vacant infill parcel that is split-zoned between two classification for general commercial (GC) use and high-density residential (R-3) development.  The residential zoning includes a parking overlay (P) zone.  The portion of the project site zoned for high-density residential use is located behind the former location of the commercial business and was previously used as a parking area.    

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)

The County of Kern has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is maintained within the ERR on file with the Planning and Natural Resources - Community Development Division at 2700 M Street, Suite 250, Bakersfield, CA 93301-2372, and may be examined or copied weekdays between 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) is responsible for implementing Presidential Executive Order (EO) 12372. This EO requires federal agencies to use state and local process for intergovernmental coordination.  The document has been sent to the State Clearinghouse for review and distribution to affected agencies.  This notice shall act as the Notice of Availability (NOA), as required by the State Clearinghouse for posting. The project qualifies as Categorically Exempt from State of California CEQA, under Class 32 Section 15332 for infill development.      

PUBLIC COMMENTS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Copies of the documents may be obtained beginning on June 27, 2025 by email or phone request as noted below.  The public notice may also be found at and a copy of the scanned Environmental Assessment (EA) and FONSI reviewed at the departmental website: https://kernplanning.com/community-development-2-2/ beginning on June 27, 2025. Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the EA or the ERR to the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department by email at goldenj@kerncounty.com; by phone at (661) 862-5130; or by mail at co: James Golden, 2700 M Street, Suite 250, Bakersfield, CA, 93301.  Comments received within the submittal period from June 27, 2025 to July 28, 2025, will be considered by the County of Kern prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.  Respondents should specify which part of Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The County of Kern certifies to HUD that Leticia Perez, in capacity as Chair of the Board of Supervisors, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the County of Kern to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to the Responsible Entity’s (RE) Request for Release of Funds and Environmental Certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date specified above or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer or other officer of the County of Kern;  (b) the RE has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58 or by CEQ regulations at 40 CFR 1500-1508, as applicable; (c) the RE has omitted one or more steps in the preparation, completion or publication of the Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Study per 24 CFR Subparts E, F or G of Part 58, if applicable; (d) the grant recipient or other participant in the development process has committed funds for or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before release of funds and approval of the environmental certification; or (e) another Federal, State or local agency has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58.76) and shall be addressed to HUD (Attn: Environmental Officer), Los Angeles Field Office at 300 North Los Angeles Street, Ste. 4054, Los Angeles, CA 90012 or contact by phone (213) 894-8000, fax (213) 894-8107 or via TTY Relay at (213) 894-8133. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Leticia Perez, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT [image: ] (Government Code Section 54953.2)
Planning and Natural Resources Department
Community Development Division
2700 “M” Street, Suite 250
Bakersfield, California 93301
Phone: (661) 862-5020
Facsimile: (661) 862-5052
TTY Relay: (800) 735-2929

The Board of Supervisors Chamber is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Disabled individuals who need special assistance to attend or participate in a meeting of the Board of Supervisors may request assistance at the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, Fifth Floor, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, California or by calling (661) 868-3585 or via TTY Relay: (800) 735-2929.  Every effort will be made to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material available in alternative formats. Requests for assistance should be made five (5) working days in advance of a meeting whenever possible.
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