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1. Aesthetics

Less Than
Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section Potentially Significant Impact Less Than
ject: . . . No Impact
21099, would the project: Significant Impact | with Mitigation Significant Impact P
Incorporated
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? O O O

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic O O O
buildings within a state scenic highway?

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the
existing visual character or public views of the site and
its surroundings? (Public views are those that are
experienced from publically accessible vantage points). If | [] O O
the project is in an urbanized area, would the project
conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the O O O
area?

Discussion of Impacts

The project would have no impact on scenic vistas

The project would not damage scenic resources on or near the site.

The project would not degrade the existing visual character or public views of the site and its surroundings.

The project does not propose any development which would create a new source of substantial light or glare
which adversely affect views. Any lighting will be required to comply with Title 21 Zoning which requires that
the lighting, including any permitted illuminated lighting shall be arranged so that there will be no annoying
glare directed or reflected toward residences or residential districts.

oo oo

2. Agriculture and Forest Resources

Less Than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact Less Than No Impact
Significant Impact with Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland O O O
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources
Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest

O O O
land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment 0 O O
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
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conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Discussion of Impacts

No prime farmland exists on-site.

No agricultural zoning exists on-site which would be impacted adversely by this project.

No rezone is required. The proposed use is a conditional use in the CR District.

No forest land will be loss or converted as a result of the project. The project area has been developed or
disturbed since at least 1963 based on a review of aerial images from the County Assessor’s Office.

e. The project does not involve any other changes in the existing environment that could adversely affect farmland
or timberlands.

o0 oo

3. Air Quality
Less Than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact Less Than No Impact
Significant Impact with Mitigation Significant Impact P
Incorporated
a) Cc.)nflict V\{ith or.obstruct implementation of the 0 0 0
applicable air quality plan?
b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient = - X =
air quality standard?
c) Expose Sfensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 0 0 0
concentrations?
d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to | [J O O
odors or dust) adversely affecting a substantial number
of people?

Discussion of Impacts

a. This project would have no foreseeable impacts on the implementation of an air quality plan.

b. During construction equipment used for the project would be the primary sources of air contaminants which
would include engine emissions and escaped dust. Del Norte County is an attainment area for particulate matter
and all other criteria pollutants designated by the state and federal standards (North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District, June 2025). The construction of a five (5) space RV Park would have some level of
pollutant increase during construction activities. Nonetheless, this is considered to be insignificant in terms of
impacts due to the attainment status of the local area.

c. This project would involve diminutive short-term emissions rise as a result of the small-scale construction
project but, would not be expected to expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations.

d. This project involves the construction of a five (5) space RV Park with parking for each space. During
construction activities there are expected small-scale increases in dust and exhaust from equipment, and
resulting emissions would not be significant enough to affect the surrounding properties. Average daily trips
(ADT) generated by the project using 2003 San Diego Municipal Code Trip Generation Manual anticipate the RV
park to generate 8.5 ADT. Del Norte County has determined that 110 ADT is the trigger for mitigation and due to
the less than significant increase in traffic; the project is consistent with the air quality attainment plan.
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4. Biological Resources

Would the project:

Potentially
Significant Impact

Less Than
Significant Impact
with Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant Impact

No Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and
Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional or state habitat
conservation plan?

Discussion of Impacts

The Biological Resources Assessment for Additional Development, Pelican Beach Resort, 16855 US 101 North,
Smith River, CA prepared by Galea Biological Consulting (GBC) in April 2025, completed a records search to
identify candidate, sensitive or special status species that may be located within the project area that could be
impacted as a result of the project. The Northern spotted owl (NSO), marbled murrelet (MAMU), and Western
snowy plover were identified as being within the search area based on results from the California Natural
Diversity Database (DNDDB) 2025 quad search. With regard to the NSO and the MAMU, there is no suitable
habitat anywhere near the project site nor are there any records of any being detected near the project site.
The western snowy plover nests on barren sand beaches. The closed beach is located west of the project area
and has relatively high amount of foot traffic which is not suitable for the western snowy plover.

As noted in the project summary, a drainage transects the parcel along the eastern portion of the parcel. GBC
recommends a non-development buffer of 50 feet be placed on the west side of the drainage channel. This will
be included as a BIO-1 Mitigation Measure.

The Biological Resources Assessment for Additional Development, Pelican Beach Resort, 16855 US 101 North,
Smith River, CA, did not identify any wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
habitat located on or near the area. No sensitive resources were located at or near the site. The project will have
no impacts on sensitive resources. The project area has been disturbed and absent any natural habitat since at
least 1963.
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d. The Biological Resources Assessment for Additional Development, Pelican Beach Resort, 16855 US 101 North,
Smith River, CA prepared by Galea Biological Consulting (GBC) did acknowledge the potential habitat for bids
covered by the Migratory Bird Treat Ace adjacent to the project area in the form of the woodlands in the eastern
portion of property. These woods are 200 feet from the project area. Therefore, no impacts should occur. It is
recommended that if any construction occurs within 100 feet of the toes of the hillslope, during the migratory
bird breeding season, February 1 to August 15, surveys for nesting migratory birds should occur by a qualified
biologist in the weeks before the onset of construction. If nesting birds are located adjacent to the construction
zone, construction within 200 feet of a nest site should be postponed until the young fledge and are mobile.
This is included as BIO-2 Mitigation Measure. It is not anticipated to be implemented as the project includes no
development activities within 100 feet of the toe of the hillslope.

e. The project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources.

f. This project would not conflict with any Habitat Conservation Plans, etc.

Mitigation Measure BIO-1

A condition shall be added to the Use Permit stating that a non-development buffer of 50 feet should be placed on the
west side of the drainage channel found on the base of the hillslope as shown on Figure 3 of the Biological Resources
Assessment for Additional Development, Pelican Beach Resort, 16855 US 101 North, Smith River, CA prepared by Galea
Biological Consulting (GBC) dated April 2025. This condition shall be conveyed to the California Department of Housing
and Community Development to consider as part of the construction permit.

Timing/Implementation: In perpetuity this area is defined as a non-development area. To be allowed to develop
within this area will require subsequent review and approval by the County Community Development
Department in coordination with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and/or the California Coastal
Commission.

Enforcement: County Community Development Department
Monitoring: In perpetuity.

Mitigation Measure BIO-2
A condition shall be added to the Use Permit stating that construction within 200 feet of the base of the hillslope should

occur outside of the migratory bird breeding season (February 1 to August 15%) unless surveys for migratory bird nests
are completed prior to construction and no migratory bird nests are located in proximity to construction in accordance
with Biological Resources Assessment for Additional Development, Pelican Beach Resort, 16855 US 101 North, Smith
River, CA prepared by Galea Biological Consulting (GBC) dated April 2025. This condition shall be conveyed to the
California Department of Housing and Community Development to consider as part of the construction permit.

Timing/Implementation: During any earthwork activities related to construction of RV spaces.

Enforcement: County Community Development Department, California Department of Housing and Community
Development

Monitoring: Construction period.
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5. Cultural Resources

Less Than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact Less Than No Impact
Significant Impact with Mitigation Significant Impact P
Incorporated
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a historical resource pursuant to § 15064.5? = X = =
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of an archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5? = X = =
c) Di§turb any human remainsj, including those interred 0 0 0
outside of dedicated cemeteries?

Discussion of Impacts

a-c. No cultural resources are known to exist on-site. The County records were searched for known cultural sites in
the general project vicinity, and none were identified. The project is located on a previously disturbed site.
Notice was provided to the tribes traditionally culturally affiliated with the project area and no comment was
given with regard to cultural resources. While resources are not known to exist on-site, the possibility of an
inadvertent discovery is always possible during construction or other implementation activities associated with
the project. In this case, mitigation measures included as CULT-1 assigned to the project will ensure that any
resources located on-site will be properly treated as to not cause a significant impact.

Mitigation Measure CULT-1

An inadvertent discovery condition shall be added to the Use Permit stating that in the event of archeological or cultural
resources are encountered during construction, work shall be temporarily halted and a qualified archaeologist, local
tribes, and the County shall be immediately contacted. Workers shall avoid altering the materials and their context until
a qualified professional archaeologist, in collaboration with the local tribes has evaluated the situation and provided
appropriate recommendations. Project personnel shall not collect any resources.

Timing/Implementation: During any earthwork activities related to construction of five (5) RV spaces.
Enforcement: County Community Development Department

Monitoring: N/A

6. Energy
Less Than

Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact | Less Than No

Significant Impact with Mitigation Significant Impact Impact

Incorporated

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to

wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy O O O

resources, during project construction or operation?

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable

) P 0 0 0

energy or energy efficiency?

Discussion of Impacts
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a.

The project would have no foreseeable impacts on increasing wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary energy use
due to the relatively small size of the project. The project will use minimal amounts of fuel and energy.

b. This project does not conflict with nor obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency.

7. Geology and Soils
Less Than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact | Less Than No
Significant Impact | with Mitigation Significant Impact | Impact
Incorporated
a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence O O O
of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? O O O
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? O O O
iv) Landslides? O O O
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? O O O
c¢) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially 0 0 0
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct or O O O
indirect risks to life or property?
¢) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are O O O
not available for the disposal of wastewater?
Q Dlrectly or 1nd1rect'1y destroy a unique paleontological resource or O 0 0
site or unique geologic feature?

Discussion of Impacts

b.

Del Norte County has not been mapped for Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning. The 2.2-acre parcel is
relatively flat in the project area and gently slopes to the east. Slopes at the project site are typically less than
10%. No construction is proposed on slopes steeper than 10%. The percentages of the slopes were not deemed
to be enough to require the County’s Hillside Development Criteria. The field visit conducted by the
Environmental Review Committee did not identify any obvious risk for landslides related to the project
development or any conditions that would result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of top soil. With respect
to seismic impacts and possible risks, northern California is subject to seismic activity associated with the
Cascadia Subduction Zone (CSZ).

The Environmental Review Committee did not identify any site conditions or identify any concerns in the
development proposal that would result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of the top soil. The proposed
project makes use of existing cleared areas that are relatively flat and level.

The project site has not been identified as being located with a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in, on, or off-site landslides, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse.
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d. Standard and approved engineering practices shall be implemented during any excavation and construction
activities. These measures will ensure that proposed buildings are structurally sound and future habitants are
not exposed to geologic hazards.

e. There is an existing onsite wastewater treatment system and reserve area that is adequate to serve the project
and existing uses. A copy of the assessment prepared in 2004 for the onsite wastewater treatment system is
included with this Initial Study. The design engineer as indicated that there a new septic tank will be added to
the existing tank configuration.

f. The project area is not known to contain a unique paleontological resource or geologic feature.

8. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Less Than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact | Less Than No Impact
Significant Impact with Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the O O O
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Discussion of Impacts

a-b. In 2002, the California legislature declared that global climate change was a matter of increasing concern for the
state’s public health and environment, and enacted a law requiring the state Air Resource Board (ARB) to control GHG
emission from motor vehicles (Health and Safety Code §32018.5 et seq.). CEQA Guidelines define GHG to include carbon
dioxide (CO2), nitrous oxide (N20), hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and sulfur hexafluoride. The California Global
Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) definitively established the state’s climate change policy and set GHG reduction
targets (Health and Safety Code §38500 et seq.). The state has set its target at reducing greenhouse gases to 1990 levels
by the year 2020.

Construction of the project may generate GHG emissions as a result of combustion of fossil fuels used in construction
equipment. Use of variety of construction materials would contribute indirectly to GHG emissions because of the
emissions associated with their manufacture. The construction-related GHG emissions would be minor and short-term
and would not constitute a significant impact based on established thresholds.

The project would result in the addition of 5 RV spaces. After construction of the RV Park, it is estimated that the park

and the and current development would generate 15 to 25 average daily trips (ADT). Trips by the RV park do not
exceed the threshold requiring mitigation.

9. Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Less Than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Impact Less Than No Impact
Significant Impact with Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous O O O

materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions O 0 0
involving the release of hazardous materials into the
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environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter O O O
mile of an existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would the project resultina | [ O O
safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working
in the project area?

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation O O O
plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project would not cause a hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous

materials.

b. The project would not cause a hazard to the public or environment through reasonably foreseeable accident
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment.
The project would not create hazardous emissions or require the handling of hazardous waste.
This project is not located on a site which is included on any list of hazardous materials sites.
The project is not located within with in an Airport Land Use Plan or within two miles of a public airport.
This project would not impair implementation of an emergency response plan.
The lands to the east of the project are currently vegetated with timber. The project is located within a
Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone as classified by CAL FIRE. Project will have to comply with the State
Minimum Fire Safe Regulations and state standards related to RV constructions.

@ a0

10. Hydrology and Water Quality

. Less Than
. Potentially Significant Impact Less Than
Would the project: Significant gniticant Imp Significant No Impact
Impact with Mitigation Impact
P Incorporated P

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or O O O
ground water quality?

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project O O O
may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream

. . ) . . O O O
or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a
manner which would:
i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on-or off-site? O O O
ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a

. . ) . O O O

manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site;
iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 0 0 0
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capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional source of polluted runoff; or

iv) impede or redirect flood flows? O O O
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of O 0 0
pollutants due to project inundation?

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality 0O 0O O

control plan or sustainable ground water management plan?

Discussion of Impacts

a. Project activity, on-site would not generate any significant runoff pollutants. Storm water runoff would be
limited to rainfall onto graveled and/or paved areas and is not expected to violate water quality standards. It is
the policy of the County to follow existing and future Federal and State water quality standards. An engineered
grading and drainage plan would be required to prepared and reviewed the California Department of Housing
and Community Development as a condition of the permit to construct to assure that water quality and waste
discharge requirements are not violated.

b. The proposed project would not result in any net deficit of groundwater recharge. The project will be integrated
into an existing connection to the Smith River Community Service District’s public water system. A letter from
the Smith River Community Services District is included in this Initial Study confirming the adequacy of the
existing connection for the proposed use.

c. The project, a commercial development of five (5) RV spaces, would not exceed the capacity of any existing or
proposed stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff. An
engineered grading and drainage would be required as a condition of the Permit to Construct required for the
construction of new Special Occupancy Parks by the California Department of Housing and Community
Development. Also, there will be no change in site characteristics as a result of the project that would alter a
course of a stream or river, or substantial increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would
result in flooding on- or off-site.

d. The project is not located within a flood hazard zone, tsunami or seiche zone and would not result in the risk of
pollutants due to project inundation. A review of the current Flood Insurance Rate Map was reviewed for this
determination.

e. The project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable
ground water management plan.

11. Land Use and Planning

Less Th
. Potentially S?S:ific::t Impact Less Than
Would the project: Significant gniticant Imp Significant No Impact
Impact with Mitigation Impact
P Incorporated P

a) Physically divide an established community? O O O
b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict
with any land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency

’ . e O O O
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an X
environmental effect?

Discussion of Impacts

a-b.The proposed project would not divide any community, designated planning area or surrounding area. The project
site is located with the Smith River Planning Area and is designated as Visitor Serving Commercial in the County’s Coastal
Element of the General Plan (October 1983) and has a zoning of Commercial Recreational (CR) District. The proposed
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project would not conflict with any regional land use or environmental plans. No environmental plans or policies of

state or regional agencies are directly applicable or would be affected by the proposed project.

12. Mineral Resources

Less Than

specific plan or other land use plan?

Potentially . Less Than
Would the project: Significant Sl.gmflc.ar)t Ir?pact Significant No Impact
Impact with Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the O O O
state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, O O O

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project site is not located in an area designated to have significant mineral resources, as defined by the California
department of Conservation under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. The proposed project would not affect

mineral resources in the area.

b. The project site and the surrounding area are not subject to mineral resource recovery operations. Thus, the
proposed project would not affect mining operations elsewhere in the County.

13. Noise
. Less Than
. Potentially Significant Impact Less Than
Would the project: Significant ghiticant Imp Significant No Impact
with Mitigation
Impact Impact
Incorporated
a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase
in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of
eves Y project I O 0 0
standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?
b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or
) ; & O O O
groundborned noise levels?
c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or
an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use O O O

airport, would the project expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise levels?

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project should not result in a significant level of noise beyond that which is already present. The project
would result in the addition of a five (5) space RV park on a 2.2-acre parcel. The land use is not identified by the
County as being “noise sensitive” and no attenuation is proposed to account for the parcel’s proximity to U.S.

Highway 101 North.

b. The project will not expose any persons to or generate excessive ground borne vibration or ground borne noise

levels.

c. The project is not located within with in an Airport Land Use Plan or within two miles of public airport.

14. Population and Housing

| Would the project:

Potentially

Less Than

Less Than

No Impact
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Significant Significant Impact | Significant
Impact with Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area,
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and O . .
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing O O O
elsewhere?

Discussion of Impacts

a. The proposed project would result in an RV Park with five (5) spaces. It would not result in substantial amount of
population growth on-site nor would it affect population growth in the area. The intended use is for short term
guest lodging for the travelling public.

b. The proposed project would not displace any housing units located near the site. The project site was previously
cleared of a motel circa 2004/2005 and would not affect any other structures in or near the project site.

15. Public Services

. Less Than
. Potentially Significant Impact Less Than

Would the project: Significant ghiticant Imp Significant No Impact

with Mitigation

Impact Impact

Incorporated
a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance
objectives for any of the public services:
Fire protection? O O O
Police protection? O O O
Schools? O O O
Parks? O O O
Other public facilities? O O O

Discussion of Impacts
Fire Protection — The project must comply with the requirements of the State Minimum Fire Safe Regulations for fire

safety and fire emergency response. The project is served by the Smith River Fire Protection District and CAL FIRE as it
is located with the State Responsibility Area.

Police Protection — The project would not result in the need to alter or expand police service in the area and would not
have an adverse effect on existing police service or response times. The area is served by the Del Norte County Sheriff’s
Office.

Schools — The project would not involve an increase in the number of school age children and as such no new schools
would need to be constructed nor would additions be needed for existing schools. The Del Norte Unified School District
collects a school mitigation fee on per square foot basis for new residential development. The fee goes toward the
maintenance of the County school system to assure adequate classroom space is available for a growing population.
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Parks — The project would allow for the development of a five (5) space RV park Thus would not directly nor indirectly
place additional strain on existing parks.

Other Public Facilities — The project would allow for the development of a five (5) space RV park. This would not directly
nor indirectly place additional strain on public services or facilities.

16. Recreation

Less Th
. Potentially S?S:ific::t Impact Less Than

Would the project: Significant gniticant Imp Significant No Impact

with Mitigation
Impact Impact

Incorporated

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood

and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that

gtona' b 0 0 0

substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or
be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might O O O
have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project would result in limited increase in the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities. The impact is not expected to be significant. Within two miles of the project site are Pelican
Beach State Park, Kamph County Park, Wavecrest Drive Public Access, and Crissey Field State Creation Site (Oregon).
Adequate areas to recreate are accessible to visitors.

b. The project would not result in a substantial increase in users of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities

17. Transportation

Less Than

. Potentially Significant Impact Less Than
Would the project: Significant gniticant Imp Significant No Impact
with Mitigation
Impact Impact

Incorporated

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing
the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and O O O
pedestrian facilities?

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision(b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses O O O
(e.g., farm equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? O O O

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project is not anticipated to conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing any circulation
system.
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The project is not expected to be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15.064.3, subdivision (b). According
to the assessment performed by Lee Tromble Engineering, the project inclusive of the existing uses is
anticipated to generate 15 to 25 Average Daily Trips (ADT).

According to the 2020 Del Norte Region SB 743 Implementation Plan, the Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ 103)
containing in the project area describes the average VMT to be approximately 24.71 daily per capita and 22.33
daily per employee. Further, the Plan provides for thresholds of significance that screen certain projects out of
constituting a significant impact toward VMT generation. In this case, the project is expected to generate less
than 110 trips per day, so it can be considered to have a less than significant impact as a ‘Small Project’ under
Section 3.2.1 of the SB 743 Implementation Plan.

The project does not increase hazards due to a design feature. The project would allow access to the property
from an existing encroachment from U.S. Highway 101 North to the parcel. Improvements to the encroachment
may be a condition of the use permit. There are no dangerous features in the project area and this project
would not require improvements that would introduce circulation or traffic safety hazards.

The project would no impact on emergency access in the surrounding area.

18. Tribal Cultural Resources

. Potentially ;Je ss.;l:hant I " Less Than
Would the project: Significant wll%lllll\lflcs:l a t;t;gac Significant No Impact
Impact s Impact
Incorporated

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of

Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources | [J O O

as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion
and supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant
to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code

Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision O O O

(c) of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency
shall consider the significance of the resource to a California
Native American tribe.

Discussion of Impacts

a.

The project would have no foreseeable impacts on tribal cultural resources. A member of the Environmental
Review Committee is a Native American representative and has not issued notice of any concern of resources
on-site. Further, an AB 52 tribal consultation has been sent to local tribes associated with the project area and
no requests for consultations have been received by the Lead Agency.

Mitigation Measure: TRIBAL CULTURAL: RESOURCES-1

An inadvertent discovery condition shall be added to the Use Permit stating that in the event of archeological or cultural

resources are encountered during construction, work shall be temporarily halted and a qualified archaeologist, local

tribes, and the County shall be immediately contacted. Workers shall avoid altering the materials and their context until

a qualified professional archaeologist, in collaboration with the local tribes has evaluated the situation and provided

appropriate recommendations. Project personnel shall not collect any resources. This condition shall be provided to the

California Department of Housing and Community Development.

Del Norte County — Dahan Use Permit for a RV Park — UP2501C — June 2025




Timing/Implementation: During any earthwork activities related to the construction of the RV park.
Enforcement: California Department of Housing and Community Development
Monitoring: N/A

19. Utilities and Service Systems

Potentially Less Than Less Than

Significant Sl.gmﬁc.a.nt Ifnpact Significant No Impact
with Mitigation

Impact Impact
Incorporated

Would the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water, wastewater treatment, or stormwater drainage,
electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the O O O
construction or relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project
and reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, O O O
dry and multiple dry years?

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in
addition to the providers existing commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise O O O
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project will result in the addition of a five (5) space RV park. A new system was installed between the
highway and the proposed RV park location in 2004/2005 based on an evaluation prepared by Lee Tromble
Engineering.. According Mr. Tromble, the system has sufficient capacity to serve both the existing uses and the
proposed RV park. A new septic tank will be added to the existing system. The reserve area has been delineated
in the improvement plans submitted with the Use Permit application.

b. The project would not have a significant impact on water supplies available to the parcel. The project will be
served by public water provided by the Smith River Community Services District. The area has not been
identified as being deficient in water.

c. The project will be served by a private onsite wastewater treatment system. No burden will be placed on a
public wastewater treatment provider.

d. The solid waste generated by the RV park would not significantly impact the capacity of service providers.

e. No conflict with solid waste regulations is expected.

20. Wildfire
. Potentially ;ies:i:i:::t Impact Less Than
Would the project: Significant gnrticant Imp Significant No Impact
with Mitigation
Impact Impact
Incorporated
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or O 0 0
emergency evacuation plan?
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate 0 0 0
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to
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pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire O O O
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of
runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

Discussion of Impacts

a. The project would not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.

b. The project, as designed and sited on the property, would not expose project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. The development is located on the north
westerly portion of the property where vegetation is less dense than elsewhere on the property.

c. The project is located within the State Responsibility Area and is designated as a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity
Zone. The project will be required to be developed in substantial compliance with the State Minimum Fire
Regulation as it applies to RV park construction. Standards for road widths, emergency water supply, setbacks
for defensible space, gates, ingress/egress must be incorporated into final plans for the development. CAL FIRE
will review the Permit to Construct the park for compliance with the current standards.

d. The project as designed and sited will not expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope
or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes

Mitigation Measure: WILDFIRE - 1

The project shall comply with the California Minimum State Fire Safe Standards. All structures shall comply with the
State’s Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Codes and Standards including Chapter 7A of the California Building Code (CBC)
and Chapter R337 of the California Residential Code (CRC) as it applies to the development of an RV park.

Timing/Implementation: Some standards may be required prior to issuance of the permit to construct from HCD
while some may be verified prior to issuance of a certificate of completion and/or occupancy. Upon approval of
the Use Permit, the processing of the permit to construct follows the California Department of Housing and
Community Development’s process.

Enforcement: California Department of Housing and Community Development

Monitoring: TBD by California Department of Housing and Community Development

21. Mandatory Findings of Significance

. Potentially ISJe ss.;l:hant I " Less Than
Would the project: Significant wli}igll\l/[ciiinga t:.lgac Significant No Impact
Impact Incorporated Impact

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade

the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or O 0 0
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?
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b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited,
but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable

. . . . . X
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the = = =
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable
future projects)?
c¢) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or O O O

indirectly?

a-c. The project does not have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife species to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory.
Additionally, the project does not have impacts that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable and does not
have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings directly nor directly.
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This is not an official map and is
intended for assessment purposes only.
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1.0 SUMMARY

A biological assessment was prepared for a proposed development to be built on a property
where a motel used to be located. The project is located just south of the Oregon border,
adjacent to Highway 101 on the east side (Figure 1).

Galea Biological Consulting (GBC) Incorporated was contracted to provide a biological
review to determine the potential impacts of the project on sensitive wildlife species

No threatened or endangered wildlife or plant species was found in or near the project area.

2.0 INTRODUCTION

2.1 Project Description

The Applicant proposes build five, small cabins for travelling guests on a previously
developed property. Each unit would only be 390 square feet in size. Included in the
proposal is a new septic system and leach field, to be placed between the cabins and the
highway, plus a driveway to access the cabins, to be located east of the cabins (Figure 2).
In addition, a gravelled drainage system was placed to the east of the proposed cabin sites,
extending from the north property line southwest to the base of the proposed driveway
access road.

2.2 Environmental Setting

The proposed project is situated on a property located 0.5 miles south of the Oregon border.
To the northwest on the west side of the highway is Pelican Beach State Park, and to the
southwest is the White Rock resort, a collection of mobile units in high density. The
property is immediately to Highway 101. The east side of the property contains a wooded
hillside with a small drainage coming down into the property from the hill above.

2.3 Physical Environment

The climate of northern California is characterized as Mediterranean, with cool, wet winters
and warm, dry summers with frequent fog. Along the coastline, proximity to the Pacific
Ocean produces high levels of humidity and results in abundant fog and fog drip
precipitation. The maritime influence diminishes with distance from the coast, resulting in
lesser amounts of fog, drier summer conditions and more variable temperatures. Annual
precipitation in the project watershed ranges from 60 - 150 inches occurring primarily as
rain during the winter months. Air temperatures measured in the Smith River area vary from
30°F to 85°F annually.
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Figure 1. Location of Pelican
Beach Resort Project Site
relative to Highway 101 and
surroundings.
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2.4 Regulatory Context

The project is located within the geographic range of several special- status plant and
wildlife species. Biological resources on the site may be subject to agency jurisdictions and
regulations, as described below.

(a) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The USFWS has jurisdiction over species
listed as threatened or endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). The
ESA protects listed species from "take," broadly defined as to "harass, harm, pursue, hunt,
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to engage in any such conduct." An
activity is defined as a "take" even if unintentional or accidental. An endangered plant or
wildlife species is one that is considered in danger of becoming extinct throughout all, ora
significant portion of its range. A threatened species is one that is likely to become
endangered within the foreseeable future. In addition to endangered and threatened species,
the USFWS has a list of candidate species, which are those for which the USFWS currently
has enough information to support a proposal for listing. Section 9 of the ESA and its
applicable regulations restrict certain activities with respect to endangered and threatened
plants. However, these restrictions are less stringent than those applicable to fish and
wildlife species. These provisions prohibit the removal of, malicious damage to, or
destruction of any listed plant species "from areas under federal jurisdiction." Listed plants
may not be cut, dug up, damaged or destroyed, or removed from any other area (including
private lands) in knowing violation of a State law or regulation.

(b) Raptors & Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). The MBTA (16 United States Code
[USC] 703) enacts the provisions of treaties between the United States, Great Britain,
Mexico, Japan, and the Soviet Union and authorized the U.S. Secretary of the Interior to
protect and regulate the taking of migratory birds. The MBTA sets seasons and bag limits
for hunted species and protects migratory birds, their occupied nests, and their eggs (16
USC 703, 50 CFR 21, 50 CFR 10).

(c) U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for regulating the discharge of fill material into
waters of the U.S. Waters of the U.S. and their lateral limits are defined in 33 CFR (Code of
Federal Regulations) Part 328.3 (a) and include streams that are tributary to navigable
waters and their adjacent wetlands. Wetlands that are not adjacent to waters of the U.S. are
termed "isolated wetlands" and may be subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
jurisdiction.

(d) California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). The CDFW has jurisdiction
over threatened or endangered species that are formally listed by the State under the
California Endangered Species Act (CESA). The CESA is similar to the federal Endangered
Species Act both in process and substance; it is intended to provide additional protection to
threatened and endangered species in California.
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The CESA does not supersede the federal Endangered Species Act, but operates in
conjunction with it. Species may be listed as threatened or endangered under both acts (in
which case the provisions of both State and federal laws would apply) or under only one act.
The California endangered species laws prohibit the taking of any plant listed as threatened,
endangered, or rare. In California, an activity on private lands (such as development) will
violate Section 9 of the Endangered Species Act if a plant species, listed under both State
and federal endangered species laws, is intentionally removed, damaged, or destroyed.
Under the State Fish and Game Code, the CDFW also has jurisdiction over species that are
designated as "fully protected." These species are protected against direct impacts. The
CDFW maintains informal lists of species of special concern, which are broadly defined as
plants and wildlife that are of concern to CDFW because of population declines and
restricted distributions, and/or they are associated with habitats that are declining in
California. These species, as well as threatened and endangered species, are inventoried in
the California Natural Diversity Database.

The CDFW also has jurisdiction over the bed and banks of watercourses (Section 1600 to
1616, Fish and Game Code). The Department requires a Streambed Alteration Permit for the
fill or removal of any material from any natural drainage. CDFW's jurisdiction extends to
the top of banks and may include the outer edge of riparian vegetation canopy cover.

(e) California Native Plant Society (CNPS). The CNPS has developed lists of plants of
special concern in California. A CNPS List IA plant is a species, subspecies, or variety that
is considered to be extinct. A List 1B plant is considered rare, threatened, or endangered in
California and elsewhere. A List 2 plant is considered rare, threatened, or endangered in
California, but is more common elsewhere. A List 3 plant is a species for which CNPS lacks
necessary information to determine if it should be assigned to a list or not. A List 4 plant has
a limited distribution in California. All List 1 and List 2 plant species meet the requirements
of Section 1901, Chapter 10 (Native Plant Protection Act) or Sections 2062 and 2067
(California Endangered Species Act) of California Code, and are eligible for State listing.
Therefore, List 1 and 2 species should be considered under CEQA. Very few List 3 and List
4 plants are eligible for listing, but may be locally important, and their listing status could be
elevated if conditions change.

(f) CEQA Guidelines, Section 15380. Although threatened and endangered species are
protected by specific federal and State statutes, the CEQA Guidelines in Section 15380(b)
provide that a species not included on the federal or State lists of protected species may be
considered rare or endangered if the species can be shown to meet certain specified criteria.
These criteria have been modeled after the definitions in the federal Endangered Species Act
and the CDFW Code. This section was included in the CEQA Guidelines primarily to deal
with situations in which a public lead agency is reviewing a project that may have a
significant effect on a species that has not yet been listed by either the USFWS or CDFW.
Thus, CEQA provides a lead agency with the ability to protect a species from a project's

potential impacts until government agencies have an opportunity to designate the species as
protected, if warranted.
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