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9.1 Project Analysis against The Secretary of the Interior's Standards 
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The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (the Standards) are a set 

of treatment standards for historic buildings developed by the National Park Service. 125 The Standards are 

used at the federal, state, and often the local level to provide guidance regarding the suitability of various 

elements of a proposed project that could affect a historic resource. 

Following is a discussion of the appropriateness of the proposed Project's design based on conformance 

with the ten Standards for Rehabilitation. 

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to 

its distinctive materials, features, and spatial relationships. 

The Project meets Standard #1 . The Baldridge House property would continue to function as it did 

historically, as an agricultural property. The historic Baldridge residence would be reused as a tasting 

room, a new use that would require no change to building's exterior distinctive materials and features. 

Though the building would undergo an interior remodel, the general floor plan and relationship between 

spaces would remain the same. Furthermore, with the exception of the original stone fireplace, a 

distinctive feature of the building that would be retained during the remodel, no original interior 

materials or features remain, and therefore, no interior distinctive materials or features would be 

impacted by the Project. 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 

materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property 

will be avoided. 

The Project meets Standard #2. The Project includes the construction of a wine cave, remodeling of a 

contemporary barn and pump house, and interior remodeling of the ca. 1870s Baldridge House. The most 

important characteristic of the property is the siting of the Baldridge residence, deeply set back from the 

road, with crops to the south and east of the house and a wooded oak knoll to the south and west. The 

addition of the wine cave would have a minimal impact on the relationship between the house and its 

historic agrarian setting since the cave would be underground and largely hidden from view. As the 

contemporary barn and pump house are located a substantial distance behind the residence and 

proposed changes to the buildings are minor, their alterations would not impact the historic character of 

the property. The adaptive reuse of the Baldridge House would not result in the removal of any distinctive 

materials or features, and the relationship between interior spaces would largely remain the same. Since 

much of the interior of the house received new finishes during a 1996 remodel, the reuse of the building 

as a tasting room would not remove any interior materials or features that characterize the property. 

m Kay D. Weeks and Anne E. Grimmer, The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with 

Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of 

the Interior, National Park Service, 1995, rev. 2017). 
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3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that 

create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 

from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 

The Project meets Standard #3. The wine cave addition, remodeling of contemporary ancillary buildings, 

and minor changes to the Baldridge House would not impact the residence's ability to convey its 
significance as a late nineteenth century farmhouse in a rural setting. The Project would not add any 

conjectural features or elements from other historic properties. 

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained 

and preserved. 

Standard #4 is not applicable. No features of this description would be affected by the Project. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 

that characterize a property will be preserved. 

The Project meets Standard #5. The distinctive features and material qualities of the building are defined 
primarily by its two-story gabled volume, stone chimney, and stone foundation indicating the original 
footprint of the house. These character-defining materials and features would be preserved. 

Furthermore, though the existing wood v-groove siding and double-hung windows with wood surrounds 
are not original to the house, they are sensitive replacements and do not detract from the historic 

appearance of the building. The proposed Project wou Id retain these replacement finishes and materials . 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in 

design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be 

substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 

The Project meets Standard #6. Wherever possible, historic materials would be repaired, reused, and 

supplemented by appropriate matching materials where necessary. At this time, no historic features are 
known to be deteriorated beyond repair. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 

possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used. 

The Project meets Standard #7 . Any cleaning of historic materials would be conducted in the gentlest 
means possible. 

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 

disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 

The Project meets Standard #8. The Project would require substantial excavation for the creation of the 
underground wine cave. If resources are uncovered during construction, an archeologist would be 
brought in to provide on-site monitoring. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 

features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
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differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

The Project meets Standard #9. As described above, the underground wine cave and remodeling of 
contemporary ancillary buildings would not significantly affect the property's overall ability to convey its 

historic significance as a rural agricultural site. The design of the new wood porch deck and ramp and low 
metal railing at the Baldridge House would be compatible with the historic materials, features, massing, 
size, and scale of the house. The adaptive reuse of the residence would not destroy any historic materials 

or features that characterize the property. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, 

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

The Project meets Standard #10. The addition of the wine cave would largely be hidden under the 

wooded oak knoll to the south and west of the Baldridge House. If the cave is removed in the future, it 
would not impair the property's rural agricultural character. The proposed porch deck and ramp addition 
at the residence could be removed in the future without impacting the historic form and integrity of the 
building. 

9.2 Conclusion 

In summary, for the reasons stated heretofore, the Project would not adversely affect the property's 
ability to convey its historic significance as a nineteenth century agricultural site associated with Napa 
Valley pioneer William Baldridge. The wine cave addition would largely be hidden from view and would 
not significantly impact the historic setting of the property. Changes to the contemporary ancillary 
buildings would mostly be minor and would not impact the historic character of the property. Lastly, the 

Project wou Id retain distinctive features and materials of the historic Baldridge residence . In meeting the 
Standards, the Project would not impair the significance of the historic resource for the purposes of 
CEQA. 
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOGRAPHS 

North fa~ade and setting, view south (ARG, 2017) . 

Close-up of north fa~ade addition, view south (ARG, 2017). 
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Primary entrance and porch at the north fac;:ade, view southeast (ARG, 2017). 

South fac;:ade and L-shaped addition, view northwest (ARG, 2017) . 
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Entrance door at corner of the L-shaped addition, view northwest (ARG, 2017). 

East fai;:ade, view west (ARG, 2017) . 
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West fac;:ade, view southeast (ARG, 2017) 

Close-up of west fac;:ade and stone chimney, view east (ARG, 2017) . 
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East fai;ade and vineyard setting, view west (ARG, 2017) . 

Wooded oak knoll south of the house, view west (ARG, 2017). 
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Barn, view south (ARG, 2017). 

Pump house, view east (ARG, 2017) . 
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