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The California Fish and Game Commission proposes to amend a variety of regulations related to white sturgeon sport 
fishing for the 2026 season and onward. The proposed amendments to white sturgeon sport fishing regulations will 
continue catch-and-release fishing regulations that were established by emergency regulatory action on September 6, 
2024. The existing emergency regulations will expire in September 2025 following readoption of the emergency 
regulations in December 2024 (extension 1) and May 2025 (extension 2). The proposed amendment is necessary to 
continue the catch-and-release fishery through candidacy under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and 
after the Commission decides on the CESA listing status of white sturgeon. This action also changes the Sturgeon 
Fishing Report Card from a year-long season (January 1 though December 31) to match the sturgeon fishing season 
established by the emergency action (October 1 through June 30). The proposed regulatory amendments will continue 
the catch-and-release fishery regardless of the CESA listing decision outcome, and are necessary to both ensure the 
species is protected from over-harvest and that losses to the recreational fishing industry are mitigated.

The initial study and the Commission's review of the project showed that the project will not have any significant or 
potentially significant effects on the environment and, therefore, no alternatives or mitigation measures are proposed to 
avoid or reduce any significant effects on the environment. 

The project will not have a significant effect on aesthetics, agriculture and forestry resources, air quality, biological 
resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, 
hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, 
recreation, transportation, tribal cultural resources, utilities and service systems, or wildfire. 

Therefore, a negative declaration is filed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources 
Code Section 21080, subdivision (c).



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

During the California Fish and Game Commission meeting considering an emergency regulation to limit white sturgeon 
harvest, the industry expressed concerns about the effect closure of harvest would have on their business and 
livelihoods, particularly in light of a recent closure of the salmon fishery and changes to other popular fisheries such as 
halibut and rockfish. Prior to white sturgeon being considered a candidate for CESA listing, there was a significant 
amount of discussion about the appropriate level of harvest to allow the population to remain stable without 
overburdening the industry. 
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