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China Wall OHV Staging Area Expansion /Loops 5 and 6 Reroutes Project

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division

Scott Soares, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor

scott.soares@parks.ca.gov (916) 247-1610

American River Ranger District, Tahoe National Forest Placer County

The OHMVR Division proposes to award grant funds to the Tahoe National Forest to expand the existing China Wall Off
Highway Vehicle (OHV) and Over Snow Vehicle Staging Area by 61,200 square feet to provide for approximately 24
vehicle/trailer combinations, and to construct 6 reroutes that would replace 4.5 miles of existing unsustainable trail in the
Sugar Pine OHV trail system on Loop 5 and Loop 6. The China Wall OHV Staging Area Expansion would re-pave
existing parking areas; pave the expanded area to match existing paved areas; remove and replace the existing and
outdated double-unit concrete vault restroom and install one new double-unit concrete vault toilet; install two bear proof
garbage cans; construct a connector trail to OHV Loop 5, approximately 50 feet in distance; install barriers, such as large
boulders, around the edge of the expanded parking area to restrict use outside and define the boundaries of the
expanded area; fell and remove approximately 200 trees; and install additional signage, to include an informational kiosk
and directional parking signs. Loops 5 and 6 are single-track trails open to motorcycles and nonmotorized users only.
Barriers and signage will be installed to divert riders to the newly aligned Loop 5 and Loop 6 trail segments.

IMPACT BIO-1: Project could disturb special-status plant species and their habitat. MITIGATION MEASURE BIO-1:
Botanist shall conduct survey(s) of the project site and a 100-foot buffer for special-status plants prior to the start of
ground-disturbing activities. IMPACT BIO-2: Project construction could have short-term impacts on nesting birds.
MITIGATION MEASURE BIO-2: Ground-disturbing activities should occur outside the avian nesting season. IMPACT
BIO-3: The project could impact roosting bats protected by California Fish and Game Code. MITIGATION MEASURE
BIO-3: Thirty days before the start of ground-disturbing activities a qualified biologist shall survey the work site and a
50-foot buffer for bat roosting habitat. IMPACT TRIB-1: Project construction could disturb and impact areas of cultural
sensitivity. MITIGATION MEASURE TRIB-1: Project activities shall avoid identified areas of cultural sensitivity as best
possible, and notify Tribe prior to project implementation. IMPACT TRIB-2: Decommissioning of the existing trail along
Loop 6 could further disturb culturally sensitive sites. MITIGATION MEASURE TRIB-2: Tribe shall be notified prior to
implementation of trail decommissioning, and may require monitor on site during decommissioning of trail segment.
IMPACT TRIB-3: Project construction could disturb or damage unknown Tribal Cultural Resources. MITIGATION
MEASURE TRIB-3: In the event that tribal cultural or resources of cultural significance are discovered, all work shall
pause immediately within 100 feet of the find. Tribal Representative, the OHMVR Division, as CEQA Lead Agency, and
the TNF shall be notified. IMPACT TRIB-4: Project activities could damage identified tribal-cultural resources.
MITIGATION MEASURE TRIB-4: Areas of the identified resources shall be avoided during staging and construction.



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

There are no known CEQA areas of controversy.

N/A


