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CLERK-RECORDER'S OFFICE 
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Website: www.nevadacountyca.gov/recorder Email: nc.recorder@nevadacountyca.gov 

Date: March 01, 2025 

NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING DEPT 

RE: CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT POSTINGS 

Document/Filing Number: 20250000003 

Dear NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING DEPT: 

Natalie Adona * Clerk-Recorder/Registrar of Voters 

MAR 1 1 2025 

Enclosed please find the public copy posted in the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder's office for 

30 Days per CALIFORNIA CODES PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE SECTION21152 (c). 

Sincerely, 

Natalie Adona, Nevada County Clerk-Recorder 

By: KRISTA F PYZER Deputy 



Filed Thursday January 30 2025 
Natalie Adona 
Nevada County ClerK-Recorder 
KP, deputy 
File # 20250000003 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: _K_ Office of Planning & Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Rm.121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

_K_ County Recorder 
County of Nevada 

Proiect Title: 
Nevada County Fiber, Inc. 

Project Location - Specific: 

From: Nevada County Planning Department 
950 Maidu Ave., Nevada City, CA 

Name of Person Carrying Out Project: 
Andrew Wilkinson (Nevada County Fiber) 
17347 Dusty Drive A{)p\W:O\ (11' 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

The project area is located approximately 4.5 miles east of Nevada City in a heavily 
forested terrain that varies between 3,200 and 3,500' elevation. Typically parcels in the 
area average between 3 and 8+ acres. The project would serve homes along Banner Lava 
Cap Road, Wings of Morning Dr, Clipper Creek, Blazing Star, Lava Cap Mine Rd. 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

Nevada County Fiber Inc is a community-focused entity that is building an open-access 
underground fiber optic network. They have successfully completed two Nevada County 
Last-Mile Broadband Grant for 27 homes and a State of California 28 homes. Nevada 
County Fiber was granted a fourth State of California Grant for 215 homes in August 2024. 
Once fully established the long-term vision is evaluate a transition to a community owned 
and operated resource to expand affordable open access fiber optic internet to remote rural 
areas of Nevada County. Additionally, there is an opportunity to provide assistance and 
support to similar communities in adjacent counties who have a similar need to improve 

broadband access. (Y\Cv(76l~(/I\Q,~ ~~e V\'-€~ l?J: C\~41 \'JtAs-\V)Pi 
Name of Public Agencv Approving Project: l'--\-l W,ulc,( CA 1V) 1M ~ 
Nevada County 

Name of Person or Ae;ency Carrying Out Proiect: 
Nevada County Fiber, Inc. - Andrew Wilkinson 

Exempt Sta.tus: (Check One) 
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(6 )(1 ); 15268 
Declared Emergency 
Emergency Project [Sec. 15071 (b) and (c)] 

POSTED IN THE NEVADA 

. CLERKS OFfJGE 1-✓ 
0 TO~ 

BY_,_=.-(DEPUTY) 

_X_ Categorical Exemption. State type and Section number: Section 15304, Class 4, 
Minor Alterations to Land: Minor public or private alterations in the condition ~f land, 
water and/or vegetation which do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. 
Exempt activities include fuel management activities. 



Reasons why project is exempt: 
The project will be predominantly built on private property, with a two-mile section along 
the County maintained Banner Lava Cap Rd. Encroachment permits will be requested to 
pass under County roads. The conduits containing fiber optic cables will be placed up to a 
24" depth or according to County encroachment requirements. Construction will take place 
in zones, connecting 20-40 homes at a time before expanding the main distribution 
conduits to reach adjacent homes. Construction is planned to be completed by end of 2026. 

The following techniques will be utilized to install conduits for fiber optic cables. 
Typically, the fiber optic conduits will be 1"-1.5" diameter, and may contain multiple 
smaller micro ducts for future expansion and repair. 

Construction type Typical Use Typical Projected Use 
Disturbance 

Micro trenching Alongside or in Negligible 50% 
paved surfaces disturbance 

Narrow Trench Compacted soil and Minor disturbance 25% 
rocky areas 

Boring/Moling Crossing paved Negligible 25% 
driveways/roads disturbance 

Primary Fiber Optic Distribution. The main fiber optic central facility at 14695 Red Dog 
Rd will service all locations. There will be a primary distribution conduit approximately 
12,000' long to connect homes along Banner Lava Cap Rd 

Secondary Fiber Optic Distribution. At various locations there will be distribution vaults 
where connections from the primary distribution conduit will be made to reach residences 
to provide access to the internet. The concrete vaults will be typically 36" Diameter x 24" 
deep and be placed on drain rock and approx. 2-3" above grade. 

The construction techniques selected will ensure that the surfaces are easily restored to 
maintain local water quality and reduce stormwater runoff. For a narrow trench, the surface 
is compacted with a rubber track or wheel. For horizontal boring/moling the entry and exit 
pits will be suitably compacted. If wet weather is imminent straw or re-spreading duff will 
be utilized to reduce any erosion. For slopes, addition protection may be used such as fiber 
rolls to shorten slope length, intercept runoff, reduce runoff velocity, and remove sediment. 

Construction will not occur during periods of expected heavy rain or snow. Existing 
conduits that may be present on parcels where fiber optic broadband is needed will be used 
in every available circumstance. Conduit routes will be selected to avoid existing utilities, 
and minimize road crossings, and steep grades. 

The project activity will not result in the taking of endangered, rare, or threatened plants or 
animal's species or significant erosion or sedimentation of surface waters. No significant 
vegetation or trees will be removed as part of the project construction. The project is not 
expected to cross any watercourses. The trenching and boring activities will not create any 
adverse impacts to any natural resources given the minor nature of the project and the 



construction techniques being used. The project activities qualify for a Categorical 
Exemption from CEQA pursuant to Section 15304. 

Contact Person -Andrew Wilkinson Telephone: (530) 263-5014 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the Public Agency approving the 

project? 
Yes _X_ No 

Date Received for Filing: ~ Date 
Brian Fo , Planning Director 
Nevada County Planning Department 



□ 

1 
l. 

0 

0 

Banner Mountain Community Fiber Optic Broadband FFA Grant Overview NEVADA 
COUNTY 

./'o 
i -.) - I '-'· 
'·· \ /-...__ .--

0.4 0.8 1.6 mi 

0.5 1 2 km 

-lie:-' : . I :;:._~.: ~- -j •=f' .: . ~- c;,· ::.:_, _,_-\-c 
. ' . . . 

·- "" n--- . 
~ 7 

Qf. (l 
(\,~ 

..... ~ . .. 
"" • • u i j ,__._l ..♦.-· --+--'I\ ,~-
0 • • 
--, 4', ■ II ■■ 

,~brr-"Cw 7 \ I ~r-d I 1 I I I 

Proposed FFA project Outline 
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State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife ' 

2025 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 
CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/25) Previously DFG 753.5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 

LEAD AGENCY I LEAD AGENCY EMAIL 

NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING DEPT 
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

I Nevada 

PROJECT TITLE 

NEVADA COUNTY FIBER INC 

Print 111 S~rtOver 11 Save I 
RECEIPT NUMBER: 

29 - 01/30/2025 - !0£'.) 3 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

DATE 

01/30/2025 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 

20250000003 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

NEVADA COUNTY FIBER 
PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(530) 263-50014 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

17347 DUSTY DR 
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

D Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

NEVADA CITY 

D Other Special District 

0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

0 Exempt from fee 

E] Notice of Exemption (attach) 

0 CDFVV No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

0 County documentary handling fee 

D Other 

PAYMENT MElHOD: 

STATE 

CA 
ZIP CODE 

95959 

D State Agency 0 Private Entity 

$4,123.50 

$2,968.75 

$1,401.75 

$ 0.00 -----------
$ ----------=-o.:..;;.o..::..o 
$ _________ 0"-.0::..CO'-

$850.00 $ 
0.00 

$ 

$ 

50.00 

0 Cash O Credit E] Check 0 Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 50.00 

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

KRISTA F PYZER Deputy 

ORIGINAL· PROJECT APPLICANT COPY • C DFW/AS B COPY· LEAD AGENCY COPY· COUNTY CLERK DFW 753 Sa (Rev 01012025) 


