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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING 

PLN-1123 
3/22/2018 

Notice of Exemption 

 
 

Project Title and No.: Cayucos Pier Repair and Piling Removal from Little Cayucos Creek DTM2025-00013 (ED25-0108) 

Project Location:  

Cayucos State Beach - north and south of where Cayucos 

Drive dead ends at Cayucos State Beach 

(APN; 064-101-001, 064-115-011, and 064-116-007) 

 

Project Applicant/Phone No./Email: The County of San Luis 

Obispo, Department of Parks and Recreation, 805/781-

4089, ekavanaugh@co.slo.ca.us   

Applicant Address (Street, City, State, Zip):  

1144 Monterey St. San Luis Obispo, CA.  93408 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project 

Recent winter storms caused Cayucos Pier to lose seven of its structural piles, which left approximately 15 feet of deck 

cantilevered off the end of the pier.  One of the piles ended up in Little Cayucos Creek. The project includes the removal of 

15 feet of cantilevered pier deck and rebuilding the pier’s railings to protect the public from the failing section of the pier. 

This work will be accomplished on the pier itself, above the water, with no pile driving.  The removal of the pier pile from 

Little Cayucos creek was necessary to protect the public, the pier, and the biology of the creek. It was accomplished with a 

bulldozer outside of the creek, ocean, and wrack line under the guidance of a biologist. The removed pile was reused by 

the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of San Luis Obispo  
 

Exempt Status: (Check One) 

 Ministerial {Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268} 

 Declared Emergency {Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)} 

 Emergency Project {Sec. 21080(b)(2) and(4); 15269(b) 

and (c)} 

 Categorical Exemption.{Sec. 15301; 15302} 

 Statutory Exemption {Sec.       } 

 General Rule Exemption. {Sec. 15061(b)(3)}  

 Not a Project it is repair and maintenance 

 

Reasons why the project is exempt:   This project is exempt from CEQA because it involves the repair and 

rehabilitation of a damaged pier section that resulted from a large storm. The project includes emergency repairs to 

publicly owned facilities, and the repairs are necessary to maintain service essential to public health and safety. The 

project is also needed to mitigate further damage to the pier. The project includes short-term measures to address safety 

and does not include long-term repairs. Additionally, the pier is an existing facility, and the repairs will not result in the 

expansion of the pier. There are no unusual circumstances and the project will not result in cumulative impacts. 

 
 

Eric Hughes,  (Ehughes@co.slo.ca.us) (805) 781-5600 

Lead Agency Contact Person  Telephone 

If filed by applicant: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding 

2. Has a notice of exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes     No  
  

Signature: _____ _________________________________________________ Date:  May 22, 2025 
 

Name:   Eric Hughes  Title:   Division Manager – Current Planning 
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