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Notice of Exemption

To: From:
Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife
CEQA Submit Bay Delta Region

2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100
Fairfield, CA 95434
AskBDR@wildlife.ca.qgov

Project Title: Sunol Valley Fish Passage Project (Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration, No. EPIMS-ALA-
52755-R3)

Project Location (Alameda County): The Project is located along a 2,000 linear foot section of Alameda Creek, in
Sunol Valley, in an unincorporated area of the County of Alameda, State of California; Latitude 37.569014,
Longitude -121.872864. The Project is within San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) property
boundaries, and is bordered by private quarries on both banks.

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-ALA-52755-R3, pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to
California Trout — Central Office.

The Project is limited to the restoration of Alameda Creek through the removal and relocation of a 36-inch diameter
gas transmission pipeline, removal of a concrete erosion mat (Er-Con mat), regrading of Alameda Creek, and
revegetation of the Project site. Currently, passage of all fish species, including Central California Coast (CCC)
steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) at the Project site is restricted by the Er-Con mat, which creates a 7-foot drop in
elevation along the thalweg of Alameda Creek. This barrier prevents adult steelhead from passing upstream at low
flows, and restricts juvenile passage upstream at all flows. The barrier is the last remaining fish passage barrier on
Alameda Creek, and once removed, will open access to 20-miles of stream habitat. Additionally, the Project will
also result in improved sediment routing, riparian vegetation condition, and channel stability throughout the Project
site.

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project: California Trout — Central Office

Exempt Status:

X Statutory Exemption. Cal. Pub. Resources Code Section 21080.56 Statutory Exemption for Restoration
Projects

[] Categorical Exemption.

Reasons why project is exempt: Cal. Pub. Resources Code Section 21080.56; This project is exempt because it
is exclusively restoration intended to conserve, restore, protect, or enhance the habitat for California native fish and
wildlife, and assist in the recovery of California native fish and wildlife.

CDFW Contact Person: Michael Stuhldreher, Environmental Scientist, (707) 815-6800,
michael.stuhldreher@wildlife.ca.gov

DocuSigned by:

Signature;:_(rain Weisldman Dat
7988F6C4FDC24F2.

Craig Weightman, Environmental Program Manager

o 4/24/2025

Date received for filing at OPR:
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