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Project Title and No.: Estate Vineyards / Major Grading Permit / GRAD2024-00090 / ED24-114 

Project Location (Specific address): located on 
APN 014-311-050 and 014-311-051, along 
Chimney Rock Road, Paso Robles, County of San 
Luis Obispo 

Project Applicant/Phone No./Email:  
Estate Vineyards, LLC/ 805-674-3865/ 
joe.declue@justinwine.com 
Applicant Address (Street, City, State, Zip):  
2265 Wisteria Lane, Paso Robles, CA 93446 

 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project 
A request by Estate Vineyards, LLC for a Major Grading Permit for the repair of a storm damaged surface 
irrigation impoundment with two retaining walls approximately 120 sf in length, with approximately 3400 
cubic yards of total cut and fill. The project will result in the disturbance of approximately 48,000 square-
feet (1.1 acres) of the 94.12 and 77.34 – acre parcels. The proposed project is within the Agriculture land 
use category and is located on Chimney Rock Road directly across from Adelaida Road (APN 014-311-050 
and 014-311-051), approximately 9.5 miles west of the City of Paso Robles. The site is in the Adelaida Sub 
Area of the North County Planning Area. 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of San Luis Obispo  

Exempt Status: (Check One) 
  Ministerial   {Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268} 
  Declared Emergency  {Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)} 
  Emergency Project  {Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)} 
  Categorical Exemption. {Sec.   15301  ; Class: 1 } 
  Statutory Exemption  {Sec.       } 
  General Rule Exemption. {Sec. 15061(b)(3)} (also complete GRE form PLN-1124) 
  Not a Project       

 

 
Reasons why project is exempt:   This project is exempt pursuant to a Class 1 Categorical 
Exemption and the application of that Categorical Exemption is not barred by one of the exceptions 
set forth in Section 15300.2.  The project consists of a request to repair an existing storm damaged 
surface irrigation impoundment with two retaining walls. While no biological resources were 
observed on site, pre-activity surveys and monitoring will be performed by a qualified biologist. 
Additionally, biological avoidance and minimization measures will be implemented as a part of the 
project. Proposed construction activities are located within a mapped blue line stream, jurisdictional 
permitting will be acquired for this work to occur. No cultural resources are anticipated to occur 
within the stream bed or bank. Furthermore, the areas proposed for repair have been previously 
disturbed.  Based on these project characteristics, the repair of the surface irrigation impoundment 
is Categorically Exempt under Section 15301 (Class 1) of the CEQA Guidelines, which includes the 
repair and maintenance of existing structures and facilities. Additionally, the proposed major 
grading is covered by the Emergency Projects Section 15269(a)(b)(c) of the CEQA Guidelines, as this 
project is to repair a facility damaged as a result of a disaster in a disaster-stricken area in which a 
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state of emergency was declared by the Governor pursuant to the California Emergency Services 
Act. San Luis Obispo County was declared a disaster-stricken area as a result of the 2022/2023 
storms. The storms damaged an impoundment facility on privately owned property that is 
necessary to maintain service essential to the public health, safety or welfare. Repairs are necessary 
to fix the problem and to prevent it from happening again.  
 
Additional Information:  Additional information pertaining to this notice of exemption may be 
obtained by reviewing the second page of this document and by contacting the Environmental 
Coordinator, 976 Osos St., Rm 200, San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 (805) 781-5600. 
 
Eric Hughes / Principal Environmental Specialist / 805-781-1591 / ehughes@co.slo.ca.us   

Lead Agency Contact Person (Name, Number, E-mail)  

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding 
2. Has a notice of exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes     No  

 

Signature: __________________________________________Date: August 8, 2024  
 

Name: Eric Hughes   Title:  Principal Environmental Specialist 
 

On August 8, 2024  the project was Approved by:   
 

 Board of Supervisors 
 Planning Commission 

 Subdivision Review Board 
Planning Dept Hearing Officer

 Other Chief Building 
Official
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