
CEQA: Cal�omia Environmental Quality Act 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To: �Office of Land Use & Climate Innovation 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

From: P d. U ·1· d S h I o· • ara ,se n, ,e c oo ,stnct 
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Paradise Elementary School Rebuild Project 
Project 11110

588 Pearson Road 
Project Location - Specific 

Paradise 
Project Location - City

6696 Clark Road 

Paradise CA 95696 

Butte 
Project Location - County 

The District proposes to rebuild the former Paradise Elementary School campus that burned down during the 
2018 Camp Fire (proposed project). The proposed project will rebuild the former campus in the original location. 
The proposed project will include a new parking lot, vehicle drop-off/pick-up area, and bus drop-off/pick-up area. 
New buildings on the campus will include a new multipurpose/administration building, a TK/Kindergarten 
building, a learning resources center/STEM classroom/functional life skills building, and two new classroom 
buildings. Additionally, the playgrounds/playfields will include a kindergarten and elementary play area with
shade structures, four squareltetherball courts, basketball courts, soccer fields/open grass area, and a baseball 
field. 

Students from other schools within the District will be relocated to the new elementary school campus; however, 
the student and staff population will not increase compared to the former elementary school campus. All project 
improvements will occur on campus, and no off-site improvements will be included as part of the proposed 
project. 
0esclipl!on of Nature. Purpose. end BenefioiaMS of Ptoject 

Paradise Unified School District 
Name of Public Agency Apptoving Project 

Paradise Unified School District
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project 

Exempt Status: (check one below) 

0 Ministerial {Sec. 21080{b)(1); 15268): 

0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

� Categorical Exemption. State type and sect ion number: Class 2, CCR § 15302, Replacement or
Reconstruction; Class 3, CCR §15303, New Construction. 

� Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Section 15269, Emergency Projects 



CEQA: C.lifomia Environmental Quality Act 

Statutory Exemption 

The proposed project is statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080(b)(4), Emergency Projects. as it is
considered an emergency repair of facilities that have been destroyed or damaged by a wildfire. The former 
Paradise Elementary School was burned down in the 2018 Camp Fire. The proposed project will rebuild the 
former elementary school at the same location as the former campus with modernized facilities and will serve the 
same student capacity. Therefore, the proposed project is statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080 
(b)(4). 

Categorical Exemption 

The proposed project will rebuild of Paradise Elementary School on the same location as the former campus. AU 
construction for the proposed project will occur within the boundaries of the project site, and no off-site 
improvements are anticipated for the proposed pnoject. The proposed project will serve the same student and 
staff capacity as the former elementary school; therefore, the project is exempt fnom CEQA under Section 15302. 

The proposed project will include the construction of new parking lots. classroom and administration buildings, 
and playground equipment within the project stte boundaries. The proposed project will serve the same student 
and staff capacity as the former elementary school; therefore, the project is exempt from CEQA under Section 
15303. The proposed pnoject will serve the same purpose and capacity as the former facilitie-s. will not 
substantially increase student capacity, and will only make minor modifications to the existing campus. No off­
campus improvements will occur.

The proposed pnoject was also reviewed for possible exceptions under Section 15300.2 and found that the 
exceptions do not apply. 

Reasons why project is exempt 

David Mccready 530-872-6400 ext 1233
Contact Person: Area CodefT elephone/Extension:
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1. Attach certified document of exemption findings
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Signature: 
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Attachment to Notice of Exemption 

Paradise Elementary School Rebuild Project 
Paradise Unified School District 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORMATION 

The Paradise Unified School District {PUSD or District) proposes to rebuild the former Paradise Elementary School 

(proposed project} that was burned down dunng the 2018 Camp Fire. This supplemental 1nformat1on provides 

1ust1f1cation pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines for the Statutory Exemption for 

Emergency Projects, and the Categorical Exemption under California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15302 and 

15303. 

1. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The Paradise Elementary School campus (campus} was located at 588 Pearson Road (Assessor Parcel Number [APNJ 

054-050-005), in the Town of Paradise, Butte County {project site) (see Figure 1. Project Locotion). The pro1ect site is 

bound by Pearson Road to the north, Clark Road to the east, vacant lots and Recreat ion Drive to the west. and a 

Distr ict-owed school bus yard is located to the southeast (see Figure 2, Aerio/ View). The project site is approximately 

6 miles west of Stat e Route 70 (SR-70), approximately 6.6 -mlie east of State Route 32 (SR-32), and appmximately9.5 

miles north of State Route 99 (SR-99). 

The project site is zoned community facilities (C-F), which is intended for land areas that are planned to or already 

provide for public and public inst itutional land uses or p rivate land uses which serve a community purpose or benefit 

{he community. 

SURROUNDING LAND USES 

The campus is surrounded by Community Commercial (CC} to the north and east, Multiple Family Residential {MF) to 

the South and Community f acilities (CF) to the west. Zoning des1gnat1ons surrounding the site are consistenr with land 

use designations. Regional access to the school is from Golden Stale Highway 99 and State Route 70 (SR -70) t o the 

west and east. respectively. Vehicular access to the site will be provided along Pearson Road. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Paradise Elementary School was a public elementary school that served kindergarten through S'" grade. The Camp 

Fire tl>at occurred 1n 2018 destroyed the previous elementarv school located on the pro ject s,te. One parcel (APN 0S4-

050-005) ptev,ous!y contained the Paiadise Elementary School campus t!'at included classroom and adni:iistration 
bui.dir.gs, play fields, park,ng lots and hare courts. 

DISTRICT 

The PUSO serves the communities of Paradise and Magaha. PUSD currently has 22 projects underway to modernize 

all campuses and rebuild as a result of the 2018 Camp Fire. PUSD prov,des services for elementary, rn,dd le and high 

school students. Prior to the 2018 Camp Fire, Parad ise Elementary had an enrollment of 560 students for the 20 17• 

2018 school year. former students and staff of Paradise Elementary have been moved ro surrounding elementary 

school campuses within the District. PUSD'senro llment for the 2023-2024 school year was 2,266swdents (CDE 2024). 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Distr ict proposes to rebuild the former Paradise Elementary School campus that burned down during the 2018 

Camp Fire {proposed project). The proposed project will rebuild the former c~mpus on tne original locat,on, The 
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proposed proiect will include a new parking lot, vehicle drop-off/ pick-up area, and bus drop-off/pick-up area. New 

buildings on the campus will include a new multipurpose/administration building, a TK/Kindergarten building, a 

learning resources center/STEM classroom/funct ional life skills building, and cwo new classroom buildings. 

Additionally, the playgrounds/playf ields will include a kindergarten and elementary play area with shade structures, 

four square/tetherball courts, basketball courts, soccer fields/open grass area, and a baseball field. 

Studen ts from other schools within the 0 1stnct will be relocated to the new elementary school campus; however. the 

student and staff population will not increase compared to the former elementary school campus. All project 

improvements will occur on campus. and no off·Stte improvements will be included as part of the proposed project 

(see Figure 3, Proposed Project Site Plan). 

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction of the proposed project wrll occur over approximately 12 months beginning in May 2025, with a 

projected end of construction rr, M ay 2026. All conm uctIon equipment and workers will be located within the 

boundaries of the proJect site and contractors will adhere to construction noise regularions to avoid disruption to 

campus operations. 

3. REASONS WHY THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

STATUTORY EXEMPTION 

The proposed project is statutorily exempt from further environmental review under the requirements of the 

California (Public Resources Code [PRC) §§ 21000 et seq.) because it is consistent with PRC Section 21080Ib)(4). 

» § 21080(b}(4). Emergency Projects. Projects to mainta in, repair, restore, demolish, or replace property or 

facilities damaged or dest royed as a result of a disaster in a disaster stricken area ,n which a state of emergency 

has been proclaimed by the Governor pursuani to t.he California Emergency Services Act, commencing with 

Section 8SSO of t he Government Code. This includes projects that will remove, destroy, or significant ly alt er 

an historica resource when that resource represents an imminent threat t o the public of bodily harm or of 

damage to adjacent property or when the project has received a determination by the State Office of Historic 

Preservation pursuant to Sect ion 5028(b) of Public Resources Code. 

The proposed proiect Is statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Sect10n 21080(b)(4), Emergency Projects, as ,t 1s 

considered an emergency repair of facilities that have been destroyed or damaged by a wildf ire. The former 

Paradise Elementary School was burned down 10 the 2018 Camp fire. The proposed proJeCt will rebuild ,he former 

elementary school at the same location as the former campus with modermzed facilities and will serve the same 

student capacity. Therefore, the proposed project ,s statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080 (b)(4). 

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

The proposed proiect is exempt from further envlfonmental review under the requirements of the CEQA (Public 

Resources Code§§ 21000 et seq.) because it is consistent w ith a Class 2 and Class 3 exemption. 

» Class 2, Replacement or Reconswction (CEQA Guidelines § 15302) consist of replacement or reconstruct ion 

of existing stn.;ctures .and faciliues where the new structure will be located on the same site i!S the strncture 
replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capactty as the structure replaced . 

The proposed project will rebuild of Paradise Elementary School on the same location as the former campus. All 

construction for the proposed proIect will occur within the boundaries of the project site. and no off-site 

improvement are a nticipa.ed for the proposed project. The proposed project will serve the same student and 

staff capacity as the former elementary school; therefore, the project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15302. 
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» Class 3, New Consttuction (CEOA Guidelines§ 15303) consists of construction and locat ion of limit ed numbers 

of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and fac1ht,es in small structures; and 

the conversion of existing small structures from one use to a not her where only minor modific.ations are made 

,n the exterior of the structure. The numbers of structures described in this section are the maximum allowable 
on any legal parcel. 

The proposed pro,ect will include the construction of new parking lots, classroom and admin1strat1on buildings, 

and playground equipment within the project site boundaries. The proposed pro1ect will serve the same student 

and staff capacity as the former elementary school; therefore. the project is exempt from CEOA under Sect ion 
15303. 

The proposed project will serve the same purpose and capacity as the former facilities, will no t substant ially increase 

student capacity, and will only make rmnor modifications lo the existing campus. No off-campus improvements will 

occur. 

4. REVIEW OF EXCEPTIONS TO THE CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

The proposed proiect has been reviewed ur.der CEQA Guidelines§ 15300.2 - Exceptions, for any characteristics or 

circumstances that might invaltdate fmd1ngs that the proposed pto1ect is exempt from CEQA. Each exception is listed 

below followed by an assessment of whether that exception applies t o the proposed pro1ect. 

(a) Location. Classes 3,4,5,6 and 11 are qualified by considerat ion of where the project would be located- a project 

that is ordinarity insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive environment be 

signif icant. Therefore. these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where the project may have an 

impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped and 

o fficially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

The proposed project will rebuild the former c.ampus on the original locat ion that included classroom and 

administration buildings, play fields. parking lots, and hard courts. The proposed project will serve the same student 

and staff capacity as the former elementary school. Due to the developed nature and frequent human disturbance, i1 

does no, contain any sens1t1ve b10/og1cal species or habitat. No mapped wet lands exist on the project site (FWS 2024). 

Additionally, there is no evidence of hazardous materials or substances on the campus (see sect ion (e) below). 

Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(b) Cumulative Impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of successive 

projeqs of the same type 1n the same place, over time is significant. 

The proposed prOject w ill rebuild the former campus m the original location. The proposed project is the only known 

and planned improvements pro1ect on the campus at this time. No other cumulative projects are ongoing at the 

project site. Similar projects at nearby schools within the Dist rict will not have an impact on the proposed project and 

the project sit e, because all O<Stnct projects will be executed individually and on different construction schedules. All 

construction equipment and activities will occur w,thm the boundaries of each campus and will not extend to the 

other ca mpuses. Given the distances between The campuses, the construction of the proposed project will not 

combine with the other building and site improvemeflt pro1ects to create a cumulative impact during construct,on. 

Therefore. the proposed project will not comb,oe with the other pro1ects to create i cumulative impact during 

operation. This exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(c) Significant Effects. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a,, activity where there ,s a reasonable possibili~1 

that the activity will have a s113;n1ftcam effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 
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The proposed project will rebuild the former campus on the original locat ion. There is no reasonable possibility that 

the project will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. Proposed improvements 

will not change access and circulation of the surrounding area. The project site was formerly developed as the Paradise 

ES campus prior to the 2018 Camp Fire; thus, no sensitive habitats currently ex,st on the project site. 

The construction manager will execute construction activities per currenc local, state, and federal laws, regulations, 

construction Best Management Pract ices (BMPs), and District standards and guidelines. Therefore, this exemption 

does not apply t o the proposed project. 

(d} Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a pro1ect which may result in damage to scenic 

resource.s. including bur not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings or similar resources, within a 

highway officially designated as a state scenic hlghway. 

There are no designa ted State scenic highways near the campus. According to the California Department of 

Transportation (Calt rans) California Scenic Highway Mapping System, the closest eligible state scenic highway is SR· 

70, approximately 6 miles southeast of the project sit e and there are no officially designated scenic highways near the 

project site (Calt rans 2024 ). The proposed project will occur within the boundaries of the exist ing campus. Therefore, 

1he proposed pro1ect will not affect any scenic resources along any officially designated or eligible scenic highways, 

ano this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorica l exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which 1s included 

on any list compiled pursuant to Government Code § 65962.5. 

California Government Code Section 65962.S requires the compiling of lists of the following types of hazardous 

mace rials .sites: hazardous waste fac,lities subject to corrective action; hazardous waste discharges for which the State 

Water Quality Contro l Board has issued certain types of orders; public drinking water wells containing detectab le 

levels of organic contaminants; underground storage tanks with reported unau thorized releases; and solid waste 

disposal facilities from which hazardous was,e has migrated. 

Five environmental databases were searched for hazardous materials sites on the site a net within a Quarter mile radius: 

EoviroStor. Oepanment of Toxic Substances Control (OTSC 2024) 

Geo Tracker State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB 2024) 

EoviroMapper. US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA 2024b) 

Solid w aste Information System. California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle 

2024) 

Geo Tracker iden, ified two LUST Cleanup Sites within a quarter mile of the proiect site, both sit es have been completed 

and cases have been closed . Addit ionally, the search of the remaining databases did not identify any sites within a 

quarter mile (1,320 feet) radius. Thus, the project site IS not identified as a hazardous materials site pursuant to 

Government Code Section 65962.5 and the project will not create a hazard t o the public. The pro1ec1 sit e was also 

cleared for rebuilding efforts through the Camp Fire Government Sponsored Fire Oebris Removal Prog, am. The 

Ca hforn,a Governor's Office of Emergency Ser,ices (DES) prepared an Individual Property Report (IPR) for 1he project 

site which describes general debris removal and environmental activities conducted at the site (see Appendix A). The 

following assessments and reviews were conducted ar the project site in accordance with the Debris Removal 

Operations Plan for the Camp Oebns Removal Incident in effect at the t ime: 

,, Debris Removal Right-of-Entry ?ermtt (ROE) review aM eligibility determ ination 

Site assessment 

Asbestos survey and abatement 
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,) Debris removal 

Soil confirmation sampling 

,, Erosion control 

,, Final State Incident Management Team (IMT) approval 

ASbestos was 1dent1fied at the project site and required abatement; and initial confirmation soil sampling results 

required addit ional soil to be removed in order to meet the cleanup goal objectives. 

Addit ionally, to ensure environmen tal safety, the project site has undergone a Phase I Environmental Sit e Assessment 

(ESA) (see Appendix 8), that identified consistency with the OE$ IPR findmgs. Therefore. this excepl!On does not apply 

to the proposed proJect. 

(f) Historica l Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a substantial 

adverse change m the significance of historical resources. Under Public Resource Code § 21084.1, a historical 

resource is a resource listed in or determined to be eligible for listing in the (alifornia Register of Historical 

Resources. Additionally, historical resources included in a local register of historical resources are presumed to 

be historically or culturally significant. and a lead agency can determine w hether the resource may be an historical 

resource. 

The project site is not hsted on the National Register of Historic Places, a Califorma Historical Landmark, California 

Poin t of Historical Interest nor 1s there a listed historic resourcew,thm a 0.25-mile radius of the pro,ect stte (NPS 2024; 

OHP 2024). Neither t he school nor any adjoining property are listed as historic resources or potential historic 

resources by the Town of Paradise. No histoncal resources have been 1dent1fied on-site during preparation of t hiS 

Notice of Exemption. Therefore, the historical sites exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The proposed is exempt from CEOA review pursuant to CEOA Guidelines Section 15302 and 15-303. As substantiated 

in t his documen t, the proposed project will not meet the cond,t ions specified in§ 15300.2, Except,ons, of the CEOA 

Guidelines, and , he projeet is categorically exempt under Class 2. Class 3. Additionally. t he proposed project is 

statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080(b)(2). 
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Figure 2 - Aerial View 
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PARADISE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 24/25:15 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROJECT AND NOTICE OF EXEMPTION IN) 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT) 
("CEQA") FOR THE PARADISE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL REBUILD PROJECT, AND) 
DIRECTING THE FILING THE NOTICE OF DETERMINATION WITH THE BUTTE) 
COUNTY CLERK AND STATE CLEARINGHOUSE) 

WHEREAS, the Paradise Unified School District ("District") proposes to rebuild the 
former Paradise Elementary School campus that burned down during the 2018 Camp 
Fire (proposed project). The proposed project will rebuild the former campus in the 
original location. The proposed project will include a rebuilt parking lot, vehicle drop­
off/pick-up area, and bus drop-off/pick-up area. Rebuilt buildings on the campus will 
include a multipurpose/administration building, a TK/Kindergarten building, a learning 
resources center/STEM classroom/functional life skills building, and two classroom 
buildings. Additionally, the playgrounds/playfields will include a kindergarten and 
elementary play area with shade structures, four square/tetherball courts, basketball 
courts, soccer fields/open grass area, and a baseball field. Students from other schools 
within the District will be relocated to the rebuilt elementary school campus; however, the 
student and staff population will not increase compared to the former elementary school 
campus. All project improvements will occur on campus, and no off-site improvements 
will be included as part of the proposed project ("Project"); and 

WHEREAS, the District, acting as a lead agency pursuant to and in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code, § 21000 et seq. , 
"CEQA") and the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Title 14, Cal. Code of Regs., § 15000 et seq., the CEQA "Guidelines"), hired a firm 
specializing in CEQA environmental compliance to prepare an Notice of Exemption 
(NOE) for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Notice of Exemption identified that that the Project is statutorily 
exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080 (b)(4); and 

WHEREAS, the Notice of Exemption identified that that the Project is categorically 
exempt under Section 15302 and Section 15303; and 

WHEREAS, the Project was reviewed for possible exceptions under Section 
15300.2 and found that the exceptions do not apply. ; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has independently reviewed and considered the 
environmental information in the Notice of Exemption; and 

WHEREAS, based upon an independent review and evaluation of the information 



Resolution No. 24/25:15 
April 22, 2025 
Page 2 

contained within the Notice of Exemption, and all evidence in the administrative record 
before it, the Board concludes that the interests of the students and employees of the 
District and the members of the public resid ing within District would be best served by 
approval of the Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FINDS, DETERMINES AND RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS 

Section 1: The Board adopts the foregoing recitals as true and correct. 

Section 2: The NOE for the Project has been completed and is in compliance with the 
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resource 
Code §§ 21000, et seq. ("CEQA"), with State and local Guidelines for 
implementing CEQA, and all other applicable laws and regulations. 

Section 3: The Board finds and declares that the NOE for the Project was presented 
to the Board and that the Board independently reviewed and considered the 
information contained in the NOE prior to approving the Project, as the 
Project is defined in the NOE. 

Section 4: The Board hereby approves the NOE as complete and adequate under 
CEQA and approved that the NOE represents the independent judgment of 
the Board. 

Section 5: The Board approves the Project as specifically described in the NOE. 

Section 8: The Board directs the superintendent or his designee to file the NOE with 
the Butte County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse. 

Section 9: The Board directs the superintendent or his designee to take any and all 
required or appropriate actions necessary to proceed with the Project. 

Section 10: This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 



Resolution No. 24/25:15 
April 22, 2025 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees of the Paradise Unified School 
District, County of Butte, State of California, this 22nd day of April, 2025, by the following 
vote: 

AYES: __ 5 __ _ 

NOES:_d _ _ _ 

ABSTAIN:_,,,d _ __ _ 

ABSENT:__..ff;;;.._ __ 

PARADISE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

By ___,~~~~);,..___ 
Board President 

ATTEST: 



DECLARATION OF FEES DUE 
(California Fish and W ildlife Code Section 7 11 .4) 

FOR CLERK USE ONLY 

1. 

2. 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION/STATEMENT OF EXEMPTION 

(),:'.] A. StatuWily or Categoncally Exemp1 

$50 00 (Fifiy Dollais) Butte County Clerk's Fee 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION - FEE REQUIRED 

( 1 A Ne9ativ& Declaration 
52968.75 (Two Thousand Fwe Hundred and Forty Eight Dollars) 

S50 00 (Fifty Dollars) Bulle County Clerk's Fee 

B Env,rc,lmental tmpacl Repon 

State F1M g Fee 

$4123 25 (Three Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Nine Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents} Sta!& Fifing Fee 

S50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Buue County Clerk"s Fee 

3 . OTHER (Specify) General Rule Exemption 

['>1 $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Buue County Clerk's Fee 

This form must be completed and submijted with all environmental documents filed with the Butte 

County Clerk's Office. 

All applicable tees must be paid at the time of filing any environmental documents with the Butte 

County Clerk's Office. 

One onginal and two (2) copies of all necessary documents are required for filing purposes. 

The $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) handling fee is required per filing in addition to the filing tee specified in 

Fish and Game Code Section 71 1.4 (d). 

Make checks payable to Butte County Clerk-Recorder. 


