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642 E. Santa Cla'.ra St";· 
CITY OF SAN JOSE 

r 
• BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT 

, , Date •• : ..•• i) .. ~.¢ ......... /!j: ............. 194£: • .Permit No ... ../Q2. ................. : .. 
Application Js h~reby made for a permi~ to ....... :·· ··· ··(;.,:_,:? .. !.'2 .. /.'.;?··~···!··~ j] ....... ::.'. ........... ." ' 

--.a_. •••••• Z,. ••• story, Type •• ~ .f(;;z, ·····~--··~··~·'··~········Builcling 

at .... s., .. W, .. ../~t? Jr_, ..... _l.(f. .. <:t~ .. / .... t:?_1,j C: .. .. c1~/Tt, ..... I~ _1 .. ....... . 

• :. fo be occupied only as.: ... ..l/rJ. .. ~.fft..J ............ e.E.f..t~ .. ff.[; ... /.'..tJ.,Q7 .. /)!f-l-f:t!:[9.~!/.. , 
. in accordance witn Plans; Specific.itions and Pl_ot-plan .filed herewitn. • / • . 7 /lfJ/')/', (H ' • Estimated Value of Improvements.' .$ .......... ~ .. - ...... k! •. - _ . 

• Jt i• hereby agtted ·that the requireme11b of the San Jose BuilcHng and Zoning Ordinencos end .•II. otlter law! 

1
-,.• ppO·~•bl~ to the con,truclion, locat;on, •nd ~•• of' building, within tho City of_San Jo,o, will}• complied with. 

• Owner ./)Y.! .... C€..f.(/...lf.t1.t:(b.-;--&..f./.Address :.l 1..J:.~ .... £ .,., ... 0_~!../4~(.4,:o/!. Jj-
,.,f;lr- ~~~e.-. ········· •. Address . ../ t:J ... • u _J/ ••. ,1a.:t ....... • ........... .. 

Controctot, Agent • \ 

642.: E .(Santat•i:q:a,r~,. st-., .J2, ·, •Dr .C"c·I cs -1..r,gji.xehfial 
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The building was evaluated for eligibility to be 
listed in the California Register of Historical 
Resources and as a City of San Jose Historic Landmark. 

The property is located at the northern border, within 
the Naglee Park Conservation Area. However, the 
context for the conservation area is stated to be 
early twentieth century, with 1503 residences 
constructed by 1905. The following is from the City of 
San Jose Historic Preservation website. 

"This district is noted for fine early 20th century 
residences in an eclectic variety of architectural 
styles including bungalows and the Spanish Colonial 
Revival styles, many architects designed." 

The commercial, two-story building constructed in 1946 
does fit within the residential context or period of 
significance, implied to be 1900-1925, of the Naglee Park 
Conservation Area. The building is listed as IS 
(Identified structure); however, the year constructed and 
its commercial use further identify it as a non­
contributing element, possibly and intrusion property, in 
the Naglee Park Conservation Area. 

Period of Significance and Theme: The period of 
significance for the building, distinct from the Naglee 
Park Conservation Area, is 1946-1990 when the office mix 
changed from primarily medical support to more general 
office use. The building was constructed within the San 
Jose Historical Context era of Industrialization and 



Suburbanization 1945-1991. The building types of the era 
includes apartment and garden court buildings,and 
cottages. The styles included; Spanish Colonial Revival, 
Exotic Revival, minimalist traditional, Beaux Arts, and 
Art Deco. Detached garages and military-excessed Quonset 
Huts also became popular during this previous era and 
continued into the 1940s-1950s. After 1945, there were 
mobile home parks, planned suburban tracts with attached 
garages, "box" apartments, condominiums, and retirement 
communities. The primary industry during the period 
revolved around technology, electronics, and Research and 
development.3 The development during this era reflects 

the extraordinary population growth after WWII. The 
population required expanded services, including 
expanding the hospitals as well as increasing the number 
of doctors and medical support facilities. The context 

is expanding services while architecture is the theme 

under which the building at 644 E. Santa Clara Street is 
evaluated. The subject building fits within the context 
by adding a medical support facility (doctor's offices) 
in close proximity to the expanding San Jose Hospital. 

California Register of Historical Resources: The register is "an authoritative 

listing and guide to be used by state and local agencies, private groups and 

citizens in identifying the existing historical resources of the state and to 

indicate which resources deserve to be protected, to the extent prudent and 

feasible, from substantial adverse change" (Public Resources Code Section 

5024.l[a]). The 

criteria for eligibility to the California Register are based on National Register 

criteria (Public Resources Code Section 5024.l[b]). Certain resources are 

determined by the statute to be automatically included in the California 

Register, including California properties formally determined eligible for or 



listed in the National Register. 

To be eligible for the California Register as a historical resource, the resource 

must be found significant at the local or state level within its historical 

context, within a defined period of time, and be considered within a historical 

theme. It must be significant under one or more of the following criteria: 

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, or the 

cultural heritage of California or the United States; 

The building is not associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of local or regional 
history or heritage. The two-story building is 
part of a large pattern of redeveloping 
property in the commercial downtown of San 
Jose that occurred after WWII. It was one of 
several medical laboratories located in San 
Jose at that time. The uses are not 
significant in the commercial/services growth 
or history of the City. This property is not 
an important example of the redevelopment or 
medical laboratory development pattern. 

2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, 

California, or national history; 

The property is not associated with persons 
important to our history. Those who owned and 
operated the property for the longest 
periods, when it was used for clinical 
laboratories and medical offices, were not 
individually significant in their fields or 
local heritage. Research did not find any 
significant people associated with the 
property. 



3 . It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or 

method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or 

possesses high artistic values; or 

The building does not exhibit distinctive 
architectural characteristics. The building is 
a common wood frame and stucco construction 
and does not exhibit high artistic values. 

4 . It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important 

to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the 

nation. 

The common wood frame construction does not 
have the potential to yield information 
important to history. The site has been 
disturbed by the construction of building 
foundations and a driveway. It is unlikely 
that the site will yield information 
important in the study of prehistory or 
archeology; however, an archeological survey 
was not part of this study. 

Integrity: When a resource appears eligible for listing 
in the California Register of Historical Resources, it 
must also retain enough integrity to be recognizable as a 
historical resource and to convey its significance. The 
seven aspects of integrity are those used by the National 
Register: location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 

The building at 644 E. Santa Clara Street was not found 
eligible for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources, and therefore, it was not necessary 
to evaluate the integrity. 

Conclusion: The property at 644 E. Santa Clara Street 
does not meet any of the four criteria for significance 



required for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources. The building on the property is 
not a historical resource under the definition of CEQA. 

San Jose Municipal Code: Chapter 13.48 - BXSTORXC PRESERVATXON 

{italics are copied from the code)\ 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings unless 

otherwise indicated from the context: 





Conclusion: Considering the criteria adopted by the City of San 
Jose, the building does not qualify as a City Landmark. 

City Building Permits 1944-2020. 

City of San Jose Historic Resources Inventory, San Jose 
Historic Landmarks Commission, 1987, Revised 1994, 1996, 
1997- as updated. 

Santa Clara County Assessor's Records. 
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