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Attachments Attachment A – Project Description, Attachment B – Biological Resources Memorandum, Attachment C – 
Cultural Resources Memorandum 

Introduction  

This memorandum was prepared by Environmental Science Associates (ESA) to support a Categorical 
Exemption (CE) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Truckee River Interceptor 
Pipeline Rehabilitation Project (proposed project) located east of Lake Tahoe along State Route 89 and the 
Truckee River in Placer County, California. The Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Authority (T-TSA), the CEQA lead 
agency, is proposing a maintenance project to rehabilitate a portion of the Truckee River Interceptor (TRI) 
pipeline. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines contain classes and categories of projects 
that have generally been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and are exempt from 
CEQA provisions. 

Article 19 of the CEQA Guidelines includes, as required by Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21084, a list 
of classes of projects that have been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and, as a 
result, are exempt from review under CEQA. This document has been prepared to serve as the basis for CEQA 
compliance as it pertains to the proposed project. This memorandum demonstrates that the proposed project 
qualifies for a CEQA exemption as an existing facility (Class 1) consistent with the provisions of the CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities). This memorandum provides information for T-TSA, as the CEQA 
lead agency, regarding a finding that the proposed project is exempt under CEQA. 

Project Description  

The T-TSA is proposing a maintenance project in the Truckee River corridor to rehabilitate a portion of the TRI 
pipeline between manhole (MH) 32 to MH 36. The TRI conveys wastewater from Tahoe City, California to T-
TSA’s Water Reclamation Plant in Martis Valley, east of the town of Truckee, California. The proposed project 
would rehabilitate the existing pipeline segment and its manholes utilizing trenchless cured-in-place-pipe (CIPP) 
methods, to support environmental stewardship of the surrounding community, and provide T-TSA with a long-
term, cost-effective solution to maintaining TRI operation while reducing the likelihood of future failures. The T-
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TSA would proactively rehabilitate the pipeline in the fall of 2025, with construction starting after Labor Day 
(September 1st) and completed by October 15th. The expected construction duration would be up to 6 weeks.  

Refer to Attachment A – Project Description for a detailed description of the proposed project.  

Environmental Considerations 
As indicated in Attachment B – Biological Resources Memorandum, numerous standard conditions and best 
management practices (BMPs) are included as part of the proposed project to avoid or minimize potential impacts 
on the environment. Additionally, avoidance and minimization measures (AMMs) will be utilized, such as 
avoiding construction during nesting bird season, avoiding construction during the winter/’wet’ season, 
conducting pre-construction surveys for sensitive species, and flagging or staking sensitive habitats for avoidance. 
The location of the proposed project has been the subject of a biological resources survey, database searches for 
sensitive species in the project vicinity, a cultural resources survey, and a pedestrian surface survey.  

CEQA Exemption Discussion  

A brief discussion of the applicable Class 1 exemptions under Sections 15301 (Existing Facilities) and the general 
“exceptions to the exemptions” pursuant to Section 15300.2 (Exemptions) of the CEQA Guidelines are 
summarized below.  

CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1) 

The Class 1 Categorical Exemption in Section 15301 of the CEQA Guidelines consists of the operation, repair, 
maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, 
mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. 
The types of "existing facilities" itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects which 
might fall within Class 1. The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of use. 
Examples include but are not limited to: 

(a) Interior or exterior alterations involving such things as interior partitions, plumbing, and electrical 
conveyances; 

(b) Existing facilities of both investor and publicly owned utilities used to provide electric power, natural gas, 
sewerage, or other public utility services; 

(c) Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and similar facilities (this 
includes road grading for the purpose of public safety, and other alterations such as the addition of bicycle 
facilities, including but not limited to bicycle parking, bicycle-share facilities and bicycle lanes, transit 
improvements such as bus lanes, pedestrian crossings, street trees, and other similar alterations that do not create 
additional automobile lanes). 

(d) Restoration or rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures, facilities, or mechanical equipment to meet 
current standards of public health and safety, unless it is determined that the damage was substantial and resulted 
from an environmental hazard such as earthquake, landslide, or flood; 

(e) Additions to existing structures provided that the addition will not result in an increase of more than: 
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(1) 50 percent of the floor area of the structures before the addition, or 2,500 square feet, whichever is 
less; or 

(2) 10,000 square feet if: 

(A) The project is in an area where all public services and facilities are available to allow for 
maximum development permissible in the General Plan and 

(B) The area in which the project is located is not environmentally sensitive. 

(f) Addition of safety or health protection devices for use during construction of or in conjunction with existing 
structures, facilities, or mechanical equipment, or topographical features including navigational devices; 

(g) New copy on existing on and off-premise signs; 

(h) Maintenance of existing landscaping, native growth, and water supply reservoirs (excluding the use of 
pesticides, as defined in Section 12753, Division 7, Chapter 2, Food and Agricultural Code); 

(i) Maintenance of fish screens, fish ladders, wildlife habitat areas, artificial wildlife waterway devices, 
streamflows, springs and waterholes, and stream channels (clearing of debris) to protect fish and wildlife 
resources; 

(j) Fish stocking by the California Department of Fish and Game; 

(k) Division of existing multiple family or single-family residences into common-interest ownership and 
subdivision of existing commercial or industrial buildings, where no physical changes occur which are not 
otherwise exempt; 

(l) Demolition and removal of individual small structures listed in this subdivision; 

(1) One single-family residence. In urbanized areas, up to three single-family residences may be 
demolished under this exemption. 

(2) A duplex or similar multifamily residential structure. In urbanized areas, this exemption applies to 
duplexes and similar structures where not more than six dwelling units will be demolished. 

(3) A store, motel, office, restaurant, and similar small commercial structure if designed for an occupant 
load of 30 persons or less. In urbanized areas, the exemption also applies to the demolition of up to three 
such commercial buildings on sites zoned for such use. 

(4) Accessory (appurtenant) structures including garages, carports, patios, swimming pools, and fences. 

(m) Minor repairs and alterations to existing dams and appurtenant structures under the supervision of the 
Department of Water Resources. 

(n) Conversion of a single-family residence to office use. 
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(o) Installation, in an existing facility occupied by a medical waste generator, of a steam sterilization unit for the 
treatment of medical waste generated by that facility provided that the unit is installed and operated in accordance 
with the Medical Waste Management Act (Section 117600, et seq., of the Health and Safety Code) and accepts no 
offsite waste. 

(p) Use of a single-family residence as a small family day care home, as defined in Section 1596.78 of the Health 
and Safety Code. 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2, Categorical Exemption Exceptions 

Application of this exemption, as all categorical exemptions, is limited by the factors described in the CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15300.2 (Exceptions). Accordingly, a project with significant cumulative impacts or which 
otherwise has a reasonable possibility of resulting in a significant effect does not qualify for a Class 1 categorical 
exemption.  
 
The following are exceptions that would make Categorical Exemption Class 1 inapplicable to a project: 
 
a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be located – a 

project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive 
environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where the 
project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, 
precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.  

 
b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 

successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 
 
c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable 

possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 
 
d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to 

scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar 
resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 
improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR. 

 
e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which is 

included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 
 
f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a substantial 

adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 
 

Applicability of Categorical Exemption Exceptions to the Proposed Project 

The applicability of CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 (Exceptions) to the proposed project are presented below. 
 

(a) Location 

Because the location exception is only applicable to Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11, this exception does not apply to the 
Class 1 exemption. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 
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(b) Cumulative Impacts  

The cumulative impact exception applies to projects of the same type in the same place. Various sources of 
information (e.g., public databases, records, published information, direct email correspondence) were consulted 
to determine whether there are other projects of the same type (i.e., pipeline projects) in the proposed project 
vicinity occurring in fall 2025, and therefore would meet the criteria of this exception. Table 1 summarizes the 
results of the cumulative impacts project search that determined no other pipeline projects meet the criteria of this 
exception. Additionally, the proposed project would not generate long-term or growth-inducing impacts, and all 
temporary construction impacts from the proposed project would be less than significant with the implementation 
of standard conditions described in Attachment A. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed 
project. 

TABLE 1 – PROJECT SEARCH FOR POTENTIAL CUMULATIVE IMPACTS  

Agency/Entity Determination 

Tahoe Truckee Sanitation 
Agency (T-TSA) 

Based on review of the T-TSA website, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed in 
Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline. An email was sent November 7, 2024, to 
confirm. 

Tahoe City Public Utility District 
(TCPUD) 

Based on review of the TCPUD website, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed in 
Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline. Other projects in the vicinity of the 
proposed project include: the West Lake Tahoe Regional Treatment Plant Project (to be 
completed in 2024), and a Tahoe City Sewer Line Replacement Project (anticipated to start in 
May 2026).  

Tahoe City Downtown 
Association 

Based on review of the Tahoe City Downtown Association website, there are no pipeline 
projects currently proposed in Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline.  

Placer County Based on a Placer County database search, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed 
in Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline. 

California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) 

Based on a Caltrans database search, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed in 
Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline.  

Auerbach Engineering 
Corporation 

Based on correspondence with Auerbach Engineering Corporation, a bridge replacement 
project at 1615 River Road was completed in the fall 2024, with subsequent residential 
construction planned for 2025. However, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed in 
Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline.  

Southwest Gas Based on review of Southwest Gas’ website, there exists one pipeline project along State 
Route 28 between Kings Beach and Tahoe City: the North Lake Tahoe Lateral Pipeline 
Replacement Project. However, project activities are underway and were to be completed in 
October 2024. 

Liberty Utilities Based on review of Liberty Utilities’ website, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed 
in Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline. An email was sent November 7, 2024, 
to confirm. 

State Clearing House (SCH) Based on review of the SCH website, there are no pipeline projects currently proposed in 
Tahoe City or within the proposed project’s timeline. Other projects in the vicinity of the 
proposed project include: the Rubicon Tank No. 1 Water Feed Line Replacement Project and 
the Lower Meeks Bay Ave. Pressure Reducing Valve Project (May 2025 – Sep 2025). 

Source: Compiled by ESA 2024. 

(c) Significant Effect  

As indicated above, a categorical exemption cannot be used for an activity where there is a reasonable possibility 
that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. The proposed 
project includes rehabilitation of existing pipeline and associated infrastructure on the existing TRI pipeline in the 
Truckee River corridor. The proposed project’s circumstances as an existing pipeline requiring rehabilitation are 
typical of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities and thus are not considered unusual. 
Aging pipeline infrastructure routinely needs to be rehabilitated or replaced after years of routine use. The TRI 
pipeline was found to be in a dilapidated condition requiring proactive repair to avoid a future failure that would 
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compromise the pipeline’s structural integrity which could result in raw sewage being spilled into the Truckee 
River.  

Additionally, the following applies to the proposed project:  

 Standard conditions, BMPs and AMMs included as part of the proposed project would avoid or minimize 
potential impacts during construction (refer to Attachment A). 

 Construction would be temporary, with a total duration of up to 6 weeks. The potential noise and odor 
generating periods would be shorter in duration.  

 Once construction is completed, temporarily disturbed areas would be restored to pre-project conditions. 

 Construction methods and materials are considered ‘standard’. The proposed pipeline rehabilitation methods 
(CIPP) are far less impactful (in terms of spatial extent, duration, and intensity) compared to alternative 
methods (open cut trenching) in terms of area of disturbance and duration and intensity of construction. 

 Construction would not occur in the Truckee River. For work occurring in the Truckee River 
floodplain/riparian corridor, the CEQA lead agency would obtain required permits from the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board and comply 
with the permit terms and conditions. 

 The proposed project would not result in adverse impacts on sensitive species or habitats, corridors, natural 
community conservation plans / habitat conservation plans (refer to Attachment B – Biological Resources 
Memorandum). 

 The proposed project would not result in adverse impacts on cultural resources (refer to Attachment C - 
Cultural Memorandum). 

 Additional analyses found that the proposed project would not result in adverse impacts on air quality and 
hazardous materials. 

Therefore, the proposed project does not present unusual circumstances that would have a significant effect on the 
environment, and this exception does not apply to the proposed project.  

(d) Scenic Highways 

The nearest officially designated scenic highway is located approximately 9.3 miles southeast on the segment of 
the State Route 89 that runs from the Placer / El Dorado County line to the junction for US Highway 50 in the 
city of South Lake Tahoe. The northern portion of State Route 89 that runs from the Placer County line to the 
town of Truckee where the proposed project is located is deemed eligible but is not officially designated.  

The next nearest officially designated scenic highway is located approximately 28.2 miles northwest of the 
proposed project on the segment of State Route 20 east of the Skillman Flat Campground and west of the 
Interstate 80 junction in Nevada County. 

The proposed project site is not visible from officially designated highways, and therefore the proposed project 
would not result in damage to scenic resources within a highway officially designated as a scenic highway. 
Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project.  
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(e) Hazardous Waste Sites  

The State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker database1 and the Department of Toxic Substances 
Control EnviroStor database2 were consulted to determine the presence of active, designated or mapped 
hazardous material sites within the proposed project site. None of these sites were found in the proposed project 
site. The nearest sites are: 

 RB Case #: 6T0405A - closed leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) cleanup for unknown 
contaminants at 1321 Mineral Springs Place, Alpine Meadows, CA 96145. The cleanup status for this site is: 
Completed-case closed as of 3/13/2015. 

 RB Case #: 6T0229A - closed leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) cleanup site heating oil / fuel oil at 
9921 River Road. The cleanup status for this site is: Completed-case closed as of 2/4/2000. 

The proposed project would be completely confined to the area described further in the project location section of 
Attachment A. The proposed project would not involve ground disturbing activities within a cleanup site, nor 
would work occur in a designated hazardous waste site. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed 
project. 

(f) Historical Resources  

In June 2024, ESA prepared a Cultural Resources Survey Report for the proposed project (Attachment C). The 
results of a records search were obtained from the North Central Information Center of the California Historical 
Resources Information System on June 3, 2024 (File No. PLA-24-61). ESA utilized historic aerial imagery and 
maps to review historical resources. On June 3, 2024, ESA also contacted the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC), to request a search of the NAHC’s Sacred Lands File (SLF) and a list of Native American 
representatives who may have interest in the proposed project. On June 11, 2024, the NAHC responded indicating 
that the SLF has no record of any cultural resources in the vicinity of the proposed project and included a list of 
Native American representatives who may be interested in the proposed project. The reports recorded the existing 
conditions of the proposed project site with regard to cultural resources, including historic architectural resources 
and archaeological resources. Based on the results of the records search, background research, and surface survey, 
the proposed project would not result in adverse impacts to cultural resources, including historical resources. 
Therefore, the proposed project would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource, and this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

Conclusion 

As demonstrated in this memorandum, the proposed project meets the criteria for a CEQA categorical exemption 
as an existing facility (Class 1) consistent with the provisions of CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing 
Facilities). This memorandum provides substantial evidence documenting that the exceptions to Class 1 
categorical exemptions pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 (Exceptions) do not apply to the proposed 
project. Therefore, the proposed project is exempt from environmental review under CEQA.  

 

 
1  State Water Resources Control Board, Geotracker, 2023. Available online at https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/. Accessed on 

October 31, 2024.  
2  Department of Toxic Substances Control, EnviroStor, 2023. Available online at https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/. 

Accessed on October 31, 2024.  
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
Truckee River Interceptor Pipeline 
Rehabilitation Project  

Background and Location 
 
Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency (T-TSA) is proposing a maintenance project to rehabilitate a 
portion of the Truckee River Interceptor (TRI) pipeline located east of Lake Tahoe along 
Highway 89 and the Truckee River in Placer County, California (Figure 1). The Truckee River 
corridor is a highly used recreation area for whitewater rafting, fly fishing, bicycling, and hiking. 
The project would take place along the section of the TRI pipeline between manhole (MH) 32 to 
MH 36 (Figure 2). The TRI conveys wastewater from Tahoe City to T-TSA’s Water Reclamation 
Plant in Martis Valley, east of the town of Truckee, California. The majority of the TRI was 
installed in the 1970s. The TRI flows south to north and is comprised of 19.5 miles of gravity 
pipeline with 181 manholes ranging in diameter from 18 to 42 inches. Most of the pipeline is 
unlined reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) with approximately 0.5-miles of epoxy-lined ductile iron 
pipe (DIP) and 0.5-miles of pipe that has been rehabilitated using cured-in-place pipe (CIPP).  
The T-TSA owns and operates the TRI and the regional Water Reclamation Plant (WRP). The 
TRI conveys wastewater via gravity from five member districts in the north and west Lake Tahoe 
region along the Truckee River to the WRP. The member districts are Alpine Springs County 
Water District, North Tahoe Public Utility District, Olympic Valley Public Service District, 
Tahoe City Public Utilities District (TCPUD), and Truckee Sanitary District.  
T-TSA does not own or operate any of the gravity sewer mains or laterals that convey wastewater 
to the TRI. There is no redundancy for the TRI in the event of a failure. The majority of the TRI 
follows the Truckee River and is located in or adjacent to the floodplain, with multiple crossings 
of the Truckee River.  
 
 
Project Purpose 
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to rehabilitate an existing section of the 19.5-mile-long 
sewer pipeline located under and adjacent to the Truckee River between MH 33 and 35 that is 
showing signs of deterioration and potential failure. TRI pipeline failure in this vicinity would 
have significant consequences on the ecologically sensitive Truckee River and the riverbanks and 
to the adjacent communities of Tahoe City, Alpine Meadows, Olympic Valley, and Truckee. 
Currently, there is no redundancy for the TRI if it were to experience a failure, which could result 
in untreated sewage spilling into the Truckee River. The project will rehabilitate the existing 
pipeline segment and its manholes, to support environmental stewardship of the surrounding 
community, and provide T-TSA with a long-term, cost-effective solution to maintaining TRI 
operation while reducing the likelihood of future failures. 
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This project is the result of T-TSA’s February 2022 Collection System Master Plan, which 
included rehabilitation recommendations for two segments of the TRI that cross the Truckee 
River. Using closed-circuit television (CCTV) data, it was determined that these segments have a 
high chance of failure due to coating failures and corrosion that will compromise the pipeline’s 
structural integrity. A pipeline failure in this vicinity would run the risk of untreated sewage 
spilling into the Truckee River and necessitate emergency response/repair, which would likely 
require major construction activities in and near the Truckee River.  
 
This pipeline rehabilitation project would reduce the likelihood of future failures, using  non-
invasive (trenchless) rehabilitation methods that will avoid direct impacts to or work in the 
Truckee River, only require temporary construction-related impacts, and result in far fewer 
impacts to the Truckee River corridor, as well as reduce potential public health risks, as P to 
traditional open-cut trenching methods.  
 
Project Description 
 
The Project would consist of pipeline rehabilitation work utilizing trenchless CIPP methods on 
approximately 1,410 linear feet (LF) of 24-inch DIP and include rehabilitation of manholes (MH) 
33 to 35 located along the same segment (Figure 3). As there is no redundancy to the TRI 
pipeline, the limits of construction are likely to extend from MH-32 to MH-36 due to the 
associated flow bypassing requirements, and access constraints during construction. To address 
this critical aging pipeline and protect the pristine Truckee River and adjoining habitats and 
communities, T-TSA is planning to proactively rehabilitate the pipeline in 2025, with a targeted 
construction window of post Labor Day through October 15th. As part of the project, three 
manholes (MH-33, MH-34, MH-35) would be concurrently rehabilitated with the pipeline. The 
proposed temporary flow bypass route would start on the upstream end at MH-32, which is 
located next to the Truckee River Bike Trail, and would terminate on the downstream end at (i.e., 
discharge into) MH-36, which is located off the bike path in a developed / gated dirt road in a 
private property area with secured right of entry for construction. T-TSA also owns an easement 
along the TRI that will be utilized during the project.  
 
Construction activities will include the following: 
 
Installation of Temporary Erosion and Sediment Controls and Visible Construction Limits: 
The project will comply with the California Regional Water Quality Control Board Lahontan 
Region’s Order No R6T-2203-0004 (General Waste Discharge Requirements for Small 
Construction Projects, including Utility, Public Works, and Minor Streambed / Lakebed 
Alteration Projects in the Lahontan Region excluding the Lake Tahoe Hydrologic Unit). The 
contractor will install temporary best management practices (BMPs) to protect water quality; 
BMPs may include installation of straw wattles, silt fencing, and other typical temporary erosion 
and sediment controls. The contractor, in coordination with a qualified biologist, will also install 
fencing or other materials to visibly define construction limits in the vicinity of any potentially 
sensitive environmental resources such as the Truckee River banks and any adjacent wet or 
ponded areas.    
 
Installation of Temporary Bypass Pumping, Bike Trail Detours, and Traffic Controls: The 
current recommended set of temporary bypass piping and bike detour options attempt to 
minimize traffic disruptions on Hwy 89, when construction activities necessitate the need for 
temporary but complete bike trail closures. Tourist and local vehicular traffic on Hwy 89 is 
expected to experience nominal delays around work zones, especially near the turnout parking 
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areas where construction vehicles will park and stage to have better access to the project area. 
The following traffic control measures will be incorporated into the contract documents to aid the 
contractor in developing its traffic control plan: 

- Place barriers around bypass pumping equipment and CIPP staging areas 
- Place “No Parking” signs on both sides of streets. Locations will be identified at the 75% 

design stage. 
- Maintain emergency access 
- Establish temporary detours and cross walks along the bike trail, as required, over the 

bypass piping 
- Assign flaggers to direct traffic around closed bike lanes and possibly along Hwy 89 

when construction vehicles are parking or unloading equipment. 
- Have contract documents consider Hwy 89 bus and school traffic, along with traffic 

associated with holidays and regional events.  
- Confirm contract documents mandate a post-Labor-Day start to minimize the peak traffic 

season in and around the trails and project area. 

Temporary Sewer Bypass System: Once the erosion and traffic controls are in place, the 
contractor will install a temporary sewer bypass system that includes pumps, valves and 
temporary pipelines to maintain wastewater flows around the project area 24 hours a day during 
rehabilitation. Pumps would be operated using generators.  
 
Temporary Staging and Access: Temporary staging will occur primarily along the TCPUD-
operated bike trail and the immediately adjacent lands, as well as on adjacent private land. There 
is a parking area along Hwy 89 near MH-33 that will likely be used for staging construction 
trucks. The contractor may clear and grub several small access paths adjacent to the MHs (32-36) 
to perform the bypass pumping, bypass piping installation, and pipeline rehabilitation. 
  
Pipeline Rehabilitation: The project will utilize CIPP, which is a trenchless rehabilitation 
method, to rehabilitate the existing pipeline segment. The project is expected to utilize either 
ultraviolet (UV)-cured CIPP or water-cured CIPP.  
 
UV-cured CIPP utilizes a liner composed of an epoxy composite layer with resin (polyester or 
vinyl ester) and reinforced with glass materials, and a polypropylene layer on the pipe’s inside 
surface.  The host pipe is dewatered, cleaned, and inspected using CCTV. UV-curing  can be 
performed by pulling the UV liner through the pipes from existing manholes, then installing UV 
cure equipment in the existing manholes. The liner tube is then pulled into the host pipe and 
inflated with air. After installation, the resin is cured by UV light, by pulling a light train though 
the pipeline. Following completion, the rehabilitated pipeline is once again inspected using 
CCTV, and bypass flows are re-introduced. A staging area that can accommodate the lining 
equipment (CCTV truck, UV-cure truck, winch) is expected to be approximately 50 ft by 15 ft, 
but the dimensions can vary based on the configuration of the insertion manhole and available 
space. 
 
Water-cured CIPP utilizes a liner comprised of an epoxy and polyester fiber composite layer. A 
polypropylene layer on the inside surface acts as a barrier between the resin and the water used to 
cure the liner. The liner tube is either inverted into the host pipe using water or pulled into the 
pipeline using a winch. After installation, the resin is cured by circulated heated water. For this 
project, the curing can be performed through existing manholes. A temporary staging area 
approximately 25 ft by 25 ft around one manhole is required for an inversion tower, and an 
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approximately 10 ft by 50 ft area will also be necessary to temporarily accommodate the liner 
storage truck and boiler trucks.   
 
Construction demobilization and stabilization: After the pipeline and manhole rehabilitation is 
complete, the contractor will install permanent BMPs to stabilize the disturbed soils. BMPs may 
include hydroseeding of native seed mixes, container planting, temporary irrigation, weeding of 
invasives, or other revegetation activities, and the installation of biodegradable soil binders. 
Potential effects on these resources are expected to be short-term and less than significant. Based 
on the limited construction-related temporary impacts anticipated to the ‘uplands’ and riparian 
habitats within floodplain of the Truckee River, the project is not expected to trigger the need for 
federal permits (e.g., USACE Section 404) and is only expected to require a limited number of 
environmental regulatory permits from state agencies. 
 
Project Impacts  
 
The impacts from the project are anticipated to be minimal, as the project will have a limited, 
straight-forward scope of work with a limited disturbance area, no permanent impacts, and a 
construction duration of approximately 6 weeks. The proposed CIPP curing methods are 
considered standard, and would utilize BMPs to minimize noise and odors typically generated 
during the curing process itself, which has a duration of approximately 3 weeks or less. 
Avoidance and minimization measures (AMMs) such as avoiding construction during nesting 
bird season, avoiding construction during the winter/’wet’ season, conducting pre-construction 
surveys for sensitive species, and flagging or staking sensitive habitats for avoidance, will be 
utilized. T-TSA will seek permits from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
and the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) for work within the Truckee 
River floodplain and its riparian habitats, and potentially a permit from the U.S Forest Service 
(USFS). With the complete avoidance of direct impacts to or work within the waters of the 
Truckee River, no permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is expected to be required.  
 
Environmental Science Associates (ESA) conducted a biological resources survey for the project 
on June 5, 2024, as well as conducting database searches for known sensitive species in the 
project vicinity. In summary, nesting birds, special-status fish, special-status reptiles and 
amphibians, and potentially jurisdictional waters and wetlands could be present in the vicinity of 
the Project site, and therefore there is potential for direct or indirect impacts from construction 
activities on these biological resources. However, the project’s proposed BMPs and AMMs will 
avoid, and where complete avoidance is not feasible, will minimize, any potential temporary 
project-related disturbances to these sensitive biological resources. With design strategies to 
completely avoid impacts to the Truckee River and limit project impacts to temporary 
construction-related impacts only, and with the implementation of BMPs and AMMs designed to 
protect these resources, potential effects on these resources are expected to be less than 
significant. Furthermore, no incidental take permits for impacts to state- or federal- listed species 
or designated critical habitats are expected to be required.  
 
ESA also conducted a cultural resources survey for the project in June 2024. The results of a 
records search were obtained from the North Central Information Center of the California 
Historical Resources Information System on June 3, 2024 (File No. PLA-24-61). ESA also 
contacted the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on June 3, 2024, to request a 
search of the NAHC’s Sacred Lands File (SLF) and a list of Native American representatives 
who may have interest in the Project. The NAHC replied on June 11, 2024, indicating that the 
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SLF has no record of any cultural resources in the Project vicinity, and included a list of Native 
American representatives who may be interested in the Project. T-TSA will contact the 
representatives on that list with a description of the project and an opportunity to communicate 
any concerns and/or participate in the identification of sensitive resources.  
 
ESA archaeologists also completed a pedestrian surface survey of the project area on June 10, 
2024. Based on the results of the records search, background research, and surface survey, no 
cultural resources would be impacted by the project and there is a low potential to uncover buried 
cultural materials during project implementation. This conclusion is in part based upon the 
project’s proposed trenchless pipeline rehabilitation methods (which require very minimal 
ground/below ground disturbance) and the ability to limit the extent and location of above-ground 
temporary staging and bypass piping disturbance. Despite the negative findings and low potential, 
the discovery of buried archaeological resources during ground disturbance cannot be entirely 
discounted. As such, the contractor will be required to halt work and allow a qualified 
archaeologist to inspect any pre-contact or historic-era archaeological resources encountered 
during construction, within 24 hours of discovery.  
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Figure 1 TRI Overview Map 
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Figure 2 Proposed Project Area / Sewer Alignment / MH Locations 
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Figure 3 Project Site / Location Details 
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from Joseph Huang, Natalie Lamas, Priya Finnemore, and Kathleen Berridge, Environmental Science 
Associates (ESA) 

subject Truckee River Interceptor Rehabilitation Project – Biological Resources Memorandum 

Biological Resources 
Introduction 
This memorandum summarizes Environmental Science Associate’s (ESA) biological resources evaluation for the 
Tahoe Truckee Sanitation Agency’s (T-TSA) proposed Truckee River Interceptor Rehabilitation Project 
(Project), located west of Lake Tahoe along Highway 89 and the Truckee River, in Placer County, California 
(Figure 1). In summary, nesting birds, special-status1 fish, special-status reptiles and amphibians, and potentially 
jurisdictional waters and wetlands could be present in the vicinity of the Project site. There is potential for direct 
or indirect impacts from construction activities on these special-status species and other protected biological 
resources. The Project’s proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Avoidance and Minimization 
Measures (AMMs) will avoid, and where complete avoidance is not feasible, will minimize, any potential 
Project-related disturbances to nesting birds, special-status fish, special-status amphibians and reptiles, and other 
sensitive biological resources. With design strategies to completely avoid impacts to the Truckee River and limit 
project impacts to temporary construction-related impacts only, and with the implementation of BMPs and 
AMMs designed to protect these resources, potential effects on these resources are expected to be less than 
significant. 

Project Background 
The proposed project would repair a small section of the 19.5 mile-long sewer pipeline located under and 
adjacent to the Truckee River, River Road/California Highway 89, and the Truckee River Bike Trail, which is a 
multi-use (pedestrian, bike, etc.) trail (Figure 2). The sewer pipeline is showing signs of deterioration and 
potential failure, which would have significant consequences on the ecologically sensitive Truckee River and the 
riverbanks and to the adjacent communities of Tahoe City, Alpine Meadows, Olympic Valley, and Truckee. To 
address this critical aging pipeline and protect the pristine Truckee River and adjoining habitats and communities, 
T-TSA is planning to proactively rehabilitate the pipeline in 2025, with a targeted construction window of post 

 
1 Formally federally and/or State listed; California Species of Special Concern, Fully Protected, and Rare; California Rare Plant Rank 1 

and 2 species; and other species relevant for consideration under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
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Labor Day through October 15th. The Project team is evaluating rehabilitation methods, project design, and 
timing of implementation for minimal disruption to the ecology and communities of the impacted area. 

Figure 1 
 Project Location 
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Figure 2 

 Project Overview and Limits 
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Methodology 
To determine the potential for special-status species to occur at the Project site, ESA queried the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) (CDFW, 2024) 
(Appendix A), California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare Plant Inventory (CNPS, 2024) (Appendix B), and 
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consulting (IPaC) resource list (USFWS, 
2024) (Appendix C). ESA queried CNDDB and CNPS records for the Tahoe City USGS 7.5-minute quadrangles 
and queried the USFWS IPaC using a hand-drawn polygon encompassing the Project site. ESA reviewed local 
data from the eBird database adjacent to the proposed Project site (eBird, 2024). ESA also reviewed USFWS-
designated critical habitat for threatened and endangered species in the proposed Project vicinity (USFWS, 2024). 
ESA reviewed current and historical Google Earth aerial imagery of the Project site (Google Earth, 2024) to 
assess the presence of suitable habitat for special-status species as well as for potentially jurisdictional waters and 
wetlands. Lastly, a pedestrian biological resources site survey of the Project site was performed on June 5, 2024 
by two ESA biologists: Natalie Lamas and Joseph Huang. They assessed the site for special status species habitat 
suitability and surveyed for special status species individuals and potentially jurisdictional waters and wetlands 
within the Project area (Figure 3).  

 
Figure 3 

 Aquatic Features 



Truckee River Interceptor Rehabilitation Project – Biological Resources Memorandum 

5 

Results and Potential Project Impacts  
This section addresses survey results and biological resources according to the current California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Environmental Checklist. The Project site is surrounded by development, coniferous forest, 
and riverine habitats. The developed area along the project site includes a paved multi-use trail for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. Nearby infrastructure includes the Highway 89 corridor with concrete highway high walls and 
margins, one Highway 89 overpass bridge, and one multi-use trail overpass bridge. Adjacent to the multi-use 
trail, highway, and river are patches of mixed coniferous forest habitat (Photograph 1). Dominant species in the 
mixed conifer forest are comprised of Jeffrey pine (Pinus jeffreyi), sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana), and lodgepole 
pine (Pinus contorta) in the upper canopy, deciduous cottonwood and aspen (Populus sp.) in the secondary 
canopy, and shrubs such as antelope bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata), wax currant (Ribes cereum), and greenleaf 
manzanita (Arctostaphylos patula) in the understory. 

Photograph 1. Mixed coniferous forest along the multi-use path. 

During the evaluation of species databases for the Project, multiple special status plant species were considered. 
However, no special status plant species were observed during a site visit and are unlikely to occur in the Project 
area. Trees in the surrounding area provide suitable nesting habitat for some bird species. However, the lack of 
connectivity to larger habitats necessary for foraging reduces the area’s suitability for terrestrial mammals. No 
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mammals, including bats, mammal burrows or dens were observed during the biological resources site survey. 
The Project does not propose the removal of any trees or existing buildings or other infrastructure that could 
provide suitable habitat for birds or bats. Given the developed surroundings, constant road and trail traffic, and 
daily human presence, the habitat within and adjacent to the Project site does not provide suitable habitat for 
special-status plants, mammals, amphibians, or reptiles. Thus, there is no potential for construction of the 
proposed Project to directly impact these species. Furthermore, there is no USFWS-designated critical habitat 
present on the Project site. Several ponded features were observed and mapped during the biological resources 
site survey (Photographs 2 and 3). No formal aquatic delineation has been performed, as potential impacts to 
these ponded areas are expected to be completely avoided during project activities. No other sensitive natural 
communities were observed during the biological resources site survey or background database review; therefore, 
impacts to these resources are not expected to occur during proposed Project activities.  

Photograph 2. Potentially jurisdictional wetland feature near the multi-use path. 
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Photograph 3. Wet ponded area adjacent to the multi-use path. 

Although the Project does not require in-water work, it does involve minimal ground disturbance along the 
developed multi-use trail adjacent to the Truckee River. Such disturbance along the trail could result in possible 
indirect impacts on special-status fish, water quality, western pond turtle, nesting birds, and roosting bats, if 
measures to prevent these indirect impacts are not implemented. The Project area and multi-use trail run parallel 
to the Truckee River, which receives hydrological flow from Lake Tahoe. The Truckee River is classified as a 
water of both the United States and State of California, and as such, is regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
However, the Project does not propose any discharges of dredged or fill material, any in-water work, or any 
ground disturbance within the Truckee River or along its banks, so potential impacts on federally- and/or state-
protected waters or potentially jurisdictional wetlands are not anticipated.  

No wildlife movement corridors have been identified within the Project site. While wildlife may occasionally 
pass through parts of the Project site, their presence is expected to be temporary due to the developed 
surroundings and high vehicular and human activity. As a result, the project is not expected to interfere with the 
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movement of native, resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites. 

Several small potentially jurisdictional aquatic features were observed within the Project area (Figure 3). It is 
anticipated that these areas can be completely avoided during construction activities; therefore, no impacts to 
these resources are anticipated during Project activities.  

No adopted habitat conservation plans (HCP), natural community conservation plans (NCCP), or other approved 
local, regional, or State conservation plans are known to occur within or encompassing the Project site. Therefore, 
Project construction would not conflict with such plans. 

Special Status Plants 
As mentioned in the summary results above, multiple special status plant species were considered during the 
evaluation of species databases for the Project. However, no special status plant species were observed during a 
site visit and are unlikely to occur in the Project area. Implementation of the following BMPs and AMMs built 
into the Project would avoid direct impacts to sensitive plants: 

 Pre-Construction Survey for Special Status Plants: To avoid and minimize disturbance to special status 
plants, the project will implement the following measures: 

• A qualified botanist will conduct a pre-construction survey for special status plants within 30 days 
prior to construction initiation. 

• Any special status plants observed will be documented and a no-work buffer zone will be established 
around them with high-visibility fencing or staking for avoidance. 

Active Bird Nests 
Various habitats around the project site, including trees, shrubs, vegetated areas of river shoreline, and 
anthropogenic structures (such as telephone poles) can provide suitable nesting habitat for a variety of common 
bird species, such as barn swallow (Hirundo rustica), dark-eyed junco (Junco hyemalis), California towhee 
(Melozone crissalis), American bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), killdeer (Charadrius vociferus), house finch 
(Haemorhous mexicanus), Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), black-crowned night heron (Nycticorax 
nycticorax), and American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos). No active nesting birds were observed during the 
biological resource survey, however, the presence of suitable habitat means these and other bird species could 
potentially nest within or near the Project site. These and other bird species that could nest in suitable trees or 
substrate on and around the Project are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Fish 
and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 35132. 

Construction activities conducted during the nesting bird season (typically February 1 through September 15) 
could potentially impact an active nest, if present. The risk increases when vegetation, infrastructure, or other 

 
2 Under these California Fish and Game Code sections, a project is not allowed to conduct activities that would result in the taking, 

possessing, or destroying of any birds of prey; the taking or possessing of any migratory non-game bird; the taking, possession, or 
needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any raptors or non-game birds; or the taking of any non-game bird under California Fish and 
Game Code section 3800. California Fish and Game Code section 3513 adopts the U.S. Department of the Interior’s take provisions 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. As described above, in 2017, the U.S. Department of the Interior redefined incidental take under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; however, CDFW subsequently issued an advisory that affirms that California law continues to prohibit 
incidental take of migratory birds. 
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nesting habitats are removed as part of the construction process. Any direct impacts would be limited to the 
Project construction period, as the project does not propose permanent alterations to terrestrial habitats. It is 
expected any open manholes will be resealed and the multi-use trail will be restored to its original state upon 
completion of construction. Indirect impacts from project construction activities, such as increased noise and 
vibration could disrupt actively nesting birds. These project-related disturbances have the potential to interrupt 
incubation or brooding, potentially leading to nest failure, or even cause breeding birds to abandon their nests.  

To avoid indirect impacts, BMPs and AMMs related to sensitive species and habitat protection will be 
implemented. These measures include Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Nesting Bird Avoidance 
(see below), which are designed to avoid and prevent Project-related disturbance to nesting birds. 

Implementation of the following BMPs and AMMs built into the Project would avoid direct impacts to nesting 
birds.  

Worker Environmental Awareness Training: Prior to any construction, a qualified biologist will 
prepare worker environmental awareness training materials. The training materials will be distributed to 
the construction contractor to ensure a copy is available to all construction workers on-site. 
Implementation of the training will include the following: 

• Before any work occurs, the contractor's field staff will attend a mandatory environmental education 
training for construction personnel. A qualified biologist will provide the worker environmental 
awareness training to site management and construction personnel. Minimum qualifications for a 
qualified biologist will be a four-year college degree in biology or related field and demonstrated 
experience with the species of concern.  

• The training will cover all of the sensitive biological resources that are known to occur in the area of 
the Project site [e.g., species protected by the Migratory Bird Act, Sierra Nevada yellow legged frog 
(Rana sierrae), Lahontan mountain sucker (Catastomus lahontan), Lahontan cutthroat trout 
(Oncorhynchus clarkia henshawi), northwestern pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata) and sensitive 
habitats to be avoided such as wet meadows]. The training will include a description, representative 
photographs, and the legal status of each species; terms and conditions of any permits to be obtained 
for the project; and the penalties for not complying with biological conservation measures. The 
training will include the following requirements: 1) If a listed wildlife species is discovered, 
construction activities will not begin in the immediate vicinity of the individual until the appropriate 
wildlife agencies are contacted and the individual has been allowed to leave the construction area; 
and 2) Any special-status species observed during surveys will be reported to CDFW so the 
observations can be added to the CNDDB. 

• The program will cover restrictions and guidelines that must be followed by all construction 
personnel to avoid or reduce effects on sensitive biological resources during Project implementation. 
All contractor’s or subcontractor’s construction workers will be required to receive training, and 
when new workers are added to the crew, they will receive the training before being allowed to work 
on-site. A record of those contractor individuals who have received the training will be maintained 
for the Project. 

Nesting Bird Avoidance: To avoid and minimize the disturbance to nesting birds during construction, 
the project will implement the following measures: 

• If construction must occur during the bird nesting season (typically February 1–September 15), a 
biologist will conduct pre-construction nesting bird survey(s) within 14 days prior to the start of 
vegetation removal, demolition or construction activities. 
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• If active bird nests are found, the biologist will establish no-construction buffer zones around active 
bird nests to avoid or minimize impacts to the active nest. The no-disturbance zone will be marked 
with flagging or fencing that is easily identified by the construction crew and will not affect the 
nesting birds. The minimum buffer zone widths will be as follows: 20–25 feet (radius) for non-raptor 
ground-nesting species; 50 feet (radius) for non-raptor shrub- and tree-nesting species; and 500 feet 
(radius) for raptor species. Buffers will remain in place as long as the nest is active or young remain 
in the area and are dependent on the nest. 

• In coordination with the wildlife agencies (CDFW and/or USFWS), the agency-approved biologist 
may decrease the no-disturbance buffer zone while monitoring the active nest until the biologist 
confirms that Project activities do not cause changes in nesting bird behavior that could result in nest 
failure. 

• If any bird species initiate nests within the established buffer distances while construction is 
happening, then it is assumed that they are habituated to the construction activities, and construction 
can continue as long as the birds or their nests are not physically harmed. 

Special-Status Fish 
Historically, the Truckee River watershed has supported special status fish species such as the Lahontan cutthroat 
trout (Oncorhyncus clarkii henshawi) and Lahontan mountain sucker (Catostomus lahontan). The Truckee River 
provides suitable habitat for these special-status fish species due to its adequate freshwater flow, good water 
quality, suitable water temperatures, and presence of riparian habitats within the watershed. Since all construction 
activities are expected to occur on land, and none are proposed within the Truckee River, it is anticipated that 
both common and special status fish species will not be impacted during construction activities. However, to 
further minimize and avoid the potential for indirect effects to fish and water quality, the BMPs referred to in the 
discussion of water quality below are recommended to be included in the proposed project description and 
implemented during construction.  

Special Status Amphibians and Reptiles 
The northwestern pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata), a species of special concern, primarily inhabits aquatic 
environments but also requires terrestrial habitat for nesting. Nesting typically occurs from late May to the mid-
July. This native freshwater turtle can be found in a variety of aquatic habitats including rivers, ponds, and 
irrigation ditches, where they can often be found basking on tree stumps, rock piles, and floating vegetation. 
Although no northwestern pond turtles were observed during the biological resource site survey, they are known 
to occur in the Tahoe-Truckee area and have the potential to occur near the Project area. 

The Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (Rana sierrae), listed as threatened under the California Endangered 
Species Act, is known to occur in the western range of the Sierra Nevada favoring rocky rivers and streams. The 
surrounding Project area provides suitable habitat for the species. However, no frogs or tadpoles were observed in 
the accessible areas along the river during the biological resource site survey. Since there are no planned project 
activities that directly alter or impact the Truckee River, it is anticipated that potential impacts on these species 
can be effectively avoided.  

Implementation of the below BMPs and AMMs built into the Project would avoid potential direct impacts to 
special status amphibians and reptiles: 
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Pre-Construction Survey for Northwestern Pond Turtle: To avoid and minimize impacts to 
northwestern pond turtle, the project will implement the following measures: 

• A qualified biologist will conduct a pre-construction survey for northwestern pond turtles within 48 
hours prior to the start of construction activities near the Truckee River. 

• If any individuals are found during the survey, they will be relocated to a location along the Truckee 
River away from the construction sites. 

• The resource agencies will be notified within 24 hours regarding the encounter with the northwestern 
pond turtle individuals. The northwestern pond turtles’ locations will be recorded and submitted to 
the CNDDB within 60 days. 

Worker Environmental Awareness Training: implement as outlined in Active Bird Nests above.  

Mammal Species of Special Concern 
The upper montane coniferous environment of the Tahoe National Forest is known to support the Sierra Nevada 
mountain beaver (Aplodontia rufa californica), a species of special concern, and the American beaver (Castor 
canadensis). Both species exhibit a preference for deciduous trees to fell to construct dams. The Sierra Nevada 
mountain beaver prefers dense understories for food and soft soils for burrowing, which the Project area had 
neither. While signs of beaver activity were observed along the trail, differentiating whether these were 
attributable to the American beaver or the Sierra Nevada mountain beaver remains uncertain. Furthermore, 
assessing the timeline of tree felling presents a challenge as to when this species utilized the area as habitat. 
Given that the American beaver is a more common, it is likely the observed signs of beaver activity were from the 
American beaver. However, because no individuals, dens or lodges were observed, it is unlikely any beavers are 
consistently occurring in or near the Project area. Given the unlikelihood of the Sierra Nevada mountain beaver's 
presence around the Project area, it is anticipated that there will be no impact on this species of concern. 

Based on database searches, roosting bats are not expected to be within the Project area. While bats are most 
active at dusk, no evidence of bat roosting or foraging was observed during the biological site survey, which was 
conducted during daylight hours. The project does not propose the removal of trees or existing buildings that 
might serve as potential habitat; thus, no direct impacts to roosting bats are anticipated.  

Implementation of the below BMPs and AMMs built into the Project would avoid potential direct 
impacts to special status bats:Pre-Construction Survey for Special Status Bats: To avoid and minimize 
disturbance to roosting special status bats, the project will implement the following measures: 

• A qualified biologist will conduct a pre-construction survey for roosting bats. All trees and/or 
structures in the immediate vicinity of the Project area will be surveyed for bat roosts. 

• If any roosting bats are observed, the biologist will establish a no-construction buffer zone around the 
bat roost. The no-disturbance zone will be marked with flagging or fencing that is easily identified by 
the construction crew and will not affect the roosting bats. The minimum buffer zone width will be 
100 feet (radius). Buffers will remain in place as long as the bat roost is occupied. 
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Water Quality 
There are no planned construction activities that would temporarily or permanently degrade water quality within 
the Project area. Any work performed along the multi-use trail near the river that could generate construction 
debris or turbidity-laden construction water that could potentially come in contact with the waters of the Truckee 
River will be contained within the Project area.  

To ensure potential indirect water quality impacts remain less than significant, the following BMPs should be 
implemented during construction.  

Define avoidance areas: Visually marking (i.e. staking, flagging, fencing) the Truckee River banks and 
any potentially jurisdictional wetlands that are located within 25 feet of construction activities, to prevent 
accidental disturbance. 

Containment Controls: Installation and application of epoxy, resin, or cementitious grout/fill, if 
employed, shall be conducted when predicted weather conditions allow effective control, full 
containment, and will remain dry until cured, in order to prevent any leaching of uncured treatment 
materials into river waters. Work will cease during inclement weather (heavy rain). The construction 
contractor shall be responsible for checking daily weather reports. 

Any containment storage areas will consist of a row of hay or straw bales, filter fabric, or similar material 
placed around the perimeter of the staging area. 

Containment Basin: Containment basins shall be constructed of durable plastic sheeting with continuous 
sidewalls supported by haybales, ecology blocks, other non-contaminated materials, or support structure 
to contain all sediment. 

Erosion Controls: Erosion control materials, such as silt fences, straw bales, or erosion control blankets, 
shall be installed immediately upslope of the waters or wetlands before the start of any ground-disturbing 
activities or before the use of chemicals or liquids in their immediate vicinity. Any installed erosion 
control measures will be regularly inspected to ensure they are functioning effectively. No erosion control 
materials with plastic monofilament netting may be used on this project.  

Clear Weather Forecast: The construction contractor shall be responsible for checking daily weather 
reports. Work will cease during inclement weather (heavy rain or snow) that could increase the risk of 
erosion or runoff into nearby waters or wetlands.  

Conclusions 
Based on the results of database searches and a biological resources site survey presented in this document, the 
proposed Project area has the potential to support a number of  species-status plants, birds, mammals, fish, 
reptiles and their suitable habitats (Table 1). However, the project is only expected to have a short term, if any, 
and less than significant impact on these resources. Furthermore, with the implementation of BMPs and AMMs 
also presented in this document, any potential impacts to these biological resources would effectively be avoided 
or minimized. Thus, the Project qualifies for a categorical exemption under CEQA, as the potential effects on 
special-status species and other sensitive biological resources are anticipated to be less than significant.  
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Table 1 
Sensitive Species and Habitats Evaluated for the Project 

Common 
Name 

Scientific 
Name 

Status 
(Federal/State) 

Primary Habitat and 
Critical Seasonal Periods 

Biological Resources 
Site Survey Findings 

Wildlife 

Sierra Nevada 
yellow-legged 
frog 

Rana sierrae FE/ST 

High elevation lakes, ponds, 
slow moving streams in the 
Sierra Nevada mountains. 
Highly aquatic but also rely on 
nearby terrestrial habitats 
near water bodies. 

Project location does not 
overlap with critical habitat, 
but surrounding Project 
area provides suitable 
habitat for the species. No 
frogs were observed during 
the survey. No in-water 
work proposed by project. 

Northwestern 
pond turtle 

Actinemys 
marmorata 

Proposed 
FT/CSC 

Highly aquatic, occupies 
lakes, rivers, streams, creeks, 
ponds, marshes, 
ditches/canals. Basks on logs, 
bank slopes, or other 
structures for 
thermoregulation. 

Known to occur along the 
Truckee River. No turtles 
were observed during the 
survey. 

Lahontan 
cutthroat trout 

Oncorhynchus 
clarkia 
henshawi 

FT/— 

Cold, clear lakes or rivers. Truckee River provides 
suitable habitat. No in-
water work proposed by 
project. 

Sierra Nevada 
red fox – Sierra 
Nevada DPS 

Vulpes vulpes 
necator pop.2 FE/ST 

High elevation, mountainous 
areas with dense forest, 
alpine meadows, and rocky 
slopes. 

No critical habitat has been 
designated for this species. 
Project is adjacent to 
suitable habitat. 

Sierra Nevada 
mountain 
beaver 

Aplodontia rufa 
californica --/CSC 

Dense growth of small 
deciduous trees and shrubs, 
wet soil, and abundance of 
forbs in the Sierra Nevada 
and east slope. Needs dense 
understory for food. Burrows 
in soft soils. 

Habitat in Project area 
consists of mixed 
coniferous trees with an 
open understory, and is 
suitable for beaver. Soils 
are not soft for burrows.  

Wolverine Gulo gulo FT/ST 

Remote, rugged wilderness 
areas, primarily in northern 
boreal forests, subalpine, and 
alpine regions. 

Project area lacks large 
habitats and connectivity of 
habitats required by this 
species. 

Plants 

Tahoe yellow 
cress 

Rorippa 
subumbellata —/SE 

Endemic to Lake Tahoe. 
Prefers sandy, well-drained 
soils found along nearshore 
areas. 

Project location does not 
overlap with critical habitat. 

Lassics Lupine Lupinus 
constancei —/SE 

Serpentine soils. Often found 
in rocky, open areas, steep 
slopes and ridges at high 
elevations. 

Project location does not 
overlap with critical habitat. 

Federal Status: State Status: 
FE: Endangered SE: Endangered 
FT: Threatened ST: Threatened 
 CSC: CA species of special concern 

 
 



Truckee River Interceptor Rehabilitation Project – Biological Resources Memorandum 

14 

While some wetted/ponded areas, which may be considered state or federal jurisdictional wetlands, were 
observed within the Project area, these aquatic features have been mapped and the project will be designed to 
fully avoid any impacts, direct or indirect, to these features. No other sensitive natural communities were 
observed during the biological resources site survey or background data review; therefore, impacts to sensitive 
natural communities are not expected to occur during Project construction (i.e., no impact).  

No wildlife movement corridors or wildlife nursery sites (other than potential bird nests discussed under Active 
Bird Nests) are known to occur within the Project site. However, the project will start sometime in mid-
September after the end of the nesting bird season on September 15. Therefore, the Project is not expected to 
substantially interfere with the movement of native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or impede the 
use of native wildlife nursery sites (i.e., no impact). 

The removal of trees is not proposed by Project construction (i.e. no impact). Any tree trimming or vegetation 
removal necessary for access of equipment or temporary bypass pipeline installation would be minimal and 
monitored by a qualified biologist. Following implementation, all areas of temporary vegetation disturbance 
would be returned to pre-project conditions, through implementation of a Restoration Plan for temporary impacts 
from site grading. No impacts are anticipated to trees as a result of construction activities. 

No adopted HCPs, NCCPs, or other approved local, regional, or State conservation plans are known to occur 
within or encompassing the Project site. Therefore, Project construction would not conflict with such plans (i.e., 
no impact). 
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Appendix A 
California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, California Natural Diversity 
Database (CNDDB) Search Results 
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Appendix C 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Information for 
Planning and Consulting (I-PaC) 
Resource List  
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