
STATE OF CALIFORNIA – CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
1416 NINTH STREET, P.O. BOX 942836 

SACRAMENTO, CA  94236-0001 

(916) 653-579

 
 
VIA-EMAIL 
 
Mr. Scott Johnson 
City of Sacramento 
300 Richards Blvd., 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, California  95811 
SRJohnson@cityofsacramento.org 
 
Subject:  Notice of preparation of Environmental Impact Report for the RiverArc Project 
State Clearinghouse #2025041153 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) has reviewed the Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed RiverArc 
Project.  DWR has the following comments.  
 
Project Description 
 
The RiverArc partners – the City of Sacramento, Placer County Water Agency, City of 
Roseville, and Sacramento County Water Agency – are proposing the RiverArc Project 
to support water supply and environmental benefits in the Sacramento region.  The 
proposed project would shift a portion of existing and planned regional water demand 
from the Lower American River to the Sacramento River.  To accomplish this shift, the 
proposed project would divert water through the existing Natomas Mutual Water 
Company’s Pritchard Lake Diversion intake facility at river mile 75.15 on the 
Sacramento River, deliver the river water via a new raw water pipeline to a new regional 
water treatment plant, and distribute the treated surface water east and south through 
new and existing pipelines to service areas of the RiverArc partners. 
 
General Comments 
 
The proposed project will shift a portion of existing and planned water demand from the 
Lower American River to the Sacramento River.  The proposed shift may potentially 
cause environmental impacts on the Sacramento River, in the Delta, and to the State 
Water Project (SWP) water operations.  To evaluate these potential impacts from the 
proposed project, the EIR must provide clear and thorough description of the proposed 
system operations, including but not limited to the following: 
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 Diversion rates, annual volumes, and seasonal timing for each project phase 
 

 The sources of water that would be diverted to meet the demand for each project 
phase and the overall project objectives; the description and relevant impact 
analyses should explain the coordination and operation of multiple points of 
diversion and water sources on both the Lower American River and the 
Sacramento River, and any potential changes to the Folsom Lake operations 
 

 Clear documentation of the necessary water rights, any changes to the water 
rights, and new water rights to support the proposed volume and points of 
diversion 
 

 Estimates of water demand increases from initial phase to future phases, based 
on the best available data 
 

Impacts Analyses 
 
The EIR needs to explain how flows from the Lower American River and Sacramento 
River will be coordinated and accounted for and analyze the potential impacts of the 
proposed project on: flows and water quality in the Sacramento and American River; 
Delta inflows and outflows; SWP and Central Valley Project operations, exports, and 
supplies; Delta channel flows and water quality; and migrating listed species on 
Sacramento River, American River, and in the Delta.  The impact analyses need to 
consider current hydrologic conditions as well as projected drought and climate change 
impacts. 
 
Providing the information outlined above is critical to enable thorough impact analyses 
of the proposed project. 
 
DWR requests a meeting to discuss the issues raised in this comment in more detail. 
Please contact me at your convenience to organize a meeting.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy Finch, Attorney III 
Office of the General Counsel 
Department of Water Resources 
Post Office Box 899 
Sacramento, California  95812-0899 
(916) 820-8124 
Nancy.Finch@water.ca.gov 
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