








































































































Significance Threshold and Project Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual Impact

water conservation measures in new development that should include but not be limited to
the following:

e  High efficiency toilets

e  Restroom faucets with automatic shut-off

e  High efficiency clothes washers

e  High efficiency dishwashers

e  Use of reclaimed water for appropriate uses

e  Water saving irrigation measures including: weather-based irrigation controller with
rain shut-off.

MM W-14: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to consult with
the local water provider to identify feasible and reasonable measures to reduce water
consumption, including, but not limited to, systems to use reclaimed water for landscaping,
drip irrigation, re-circulating hot water systems, water conserving landscape techniques
(such as mulching, installation of drip irrigation systems, landscape design to group plants
of similar water demand, soil moisture sensors, automatic irrigation systems, clustered
landscaped areas to maximize the efficiency of the irrigation system), water conserving
kitchen and bathroom fixtures and appliances, thermostatically controlled mixing valves for
baths and showers, and insulated hot water lines.

MM W-15: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to comply
with local drought measures as appropriate including prohibiting hose watering of
driveways and associated walkways; requiring decorative fountains to use recycled water
and repairing water leaks in a timely manner.

MM W-16: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to adopt and
implement a comprehensive strategy to increase water conservation and the use of recycled
water that includes similar measures to the following:

e  Water Consumption Reduction Target: Regional water agencies should work together
to set a target for to reduce per capita water consumption by 2020.

e  Water Conservation Plan: Regional water agencies should establish a water
conservation plan that may include such policies and actions as:

- Tiered rate structures for water use;

—  Restrictions on time of use for landscape watering, and other demand
management strategies;

—  Performance standards for irrigation equipment and water fixtures;

—  Requirements that increased demand from new construction are offset with
reductions so that there is no net increase in water use.

e  Recycled Water Use: Local jurisdictions and regional water agencies should establish
programs and policies to increase the use of recycled water, including:
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—  Create an inventory of non-potable water uses within the jurisdiction that could
be served with recycled water;

—  Produce and promote the use of recycled water for agricultural, industrial, and
irrigation purposes, including grey water systems for residential irrigation;

—  Produce and promote the use of treated, recycled water for potable uses where
greenhouse gas emissions from producing such water are lower than from other
potable sources.

e  Water Conservation Outreach: Local jurisdictions and regional water agencies should
implement a public education and outreach campaign to promote water conservation,
and highlights specific water-wasting activities to discourage, such as the watering of
non-vegetated surfaces and using water to clean sidewalks and driveways.

MM W-17: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to establish
building design guidelines and criteria to promote water-efficient building design, including
minimizing the amount of non-roof impervious surfaces around the building(s) and menus
and check-lists for developers and contractors to ensure water-efficient infrastructure and
technology are used in new construction, including low-flow toilets and shower heads,
moisture-sensing irrigation, and other such advances.

MM W-18: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to establish
criteria and standards to permit the safe and effective use of gray water (on-site water
recycling), and review and appropriately revise, without compromising health and safety,
other building code requirements that might prevent the use of such systems.

e Recycled Water Use: Local jurisdictions and regional water agencies should establish
programs and policies to increase the use of recycled water, including:

—  Create an inventory of non-potable water uses within the jurisdiction that could
be served with recycled water;

—  Produce and promote the use of recycled water for agricultural, industrial, and
irrigation purposes, including grey water systems for residential irrigation;

—  Produce and promote the use of treated, recycled water for potable uses where
greenhouse gas emissions from producing such water are lower than from other
potable sources.

e  Water Conservation Outreach: Local jurisdictions and regional water agencies should
implement a public education and outreach campaign to promote water conservation,
and highlights specific water-wasting activities to discourage, such as the watering of
non-vegetated surfaces and using water to clean sidewalks and driveways.

MM W-17: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to establish
building design guidelines and criteria to promote water-efficient building design, including
minimizing the amount of non-roof impervious surfaces around the building(s) and menus
and check-lists for developers and contractors to ensure water-efficient infrastructure and
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technology are used in new construction, including low-flow toilets and shower heads,
moisture-sensing irrigation, and other such advances.

MM W-18: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to establish
criteria and standards to permit the safe and effective use of gray water (on-site water
recycling), and review and appropriately revise, without compromising health and safety,
other building code requirements that might prevent the use of such systems.

LAND USE AND PLANNING
Impact LU-1: Physically divide an established | MM LU-1: Kern COG shall continue to coordinate with local County Transportation | Significant at the
community. Commissions, Caltrans, and other local jurisdictions when siting new facilities in residential | regional and TPA levels.
areas to facilitate minimizing future impacts on established communities through
cooperation, information sharing, and regional program development as part of Kern COG’s
ongoing regional planning efforts to promote best planning practices.
See also MM POP-1.
Impact LU-2: Cause a significant environmental impact | See Mitigation Measures LU-1 and POP-1. Significant at the
due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or | M LU-2: Kern COG shall work with the County and other member agencies on the regional and TPA levels.

regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect.

Regional Planning Advisory Committee to ensure that RTP transportation projects and
growth are consistent with the RTP and general plans and associated local government
planning assumptions.

MM LU-3: Kern COG shall provide technical assistance and regional leadership to
implement the RTP goals and strategies, integrate growth and land use planning with the
existing and planned transportation network, and in determining consistency with the SCS.

MM LU-4: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to reflect RTP
policies and strategies in their general plan updates. Kern COG will work to build consensus
on how to address inconsistencies between general plans and RTP policies.

MINERAL RESOURCES

Impact MIN-1: Potential to result in the loss of
availability of a known mineral resource that would be
of value to the region and the residents of the state.

No mitigation required.

Less than significant.
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IMPACT MIN-2: Potential to result in the loss of
availability of a locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan.

MM MIN-1: Kern COG through its intergovernmental review process, shall coordinate with
the Department of Conservation, California Geological Survey to ensure that transportation
projects avoid MRZs and areas identified through the General Plan to contain natural
resources, and access to recoverable mineral and fuel resources is sustained through
construction, operation and maintenance of projects. Efforts will be made to maintain
portions of MRZ-2 areas in open space or other general plan land use categories and zoning
that allow for mining of mineral resources. Where avoidance is infeasible, design
transportation network improvements in a manner that does not preclude adjacent or nearby
extraction of known mineral and aggregate resources following completion of the
improvement and during long-term operations, such as buffer zones or screening.
maintaining portions of MRZ-2 areas in open space or other general plan land use categories
and zoning that allow for mining of mineral resources.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels
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NOISE




Impact NOISE-1: Generation of a substantial temporary
or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity of the project in excess of standards established
in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies

MM NOISE-1: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to assess and
mitigate to the extent feasible short- and long-term noise impacts in accordance with
applicable regulations and to implement site-specific noise reduction measures, including
the following as applicable:

Equipment and trucks used for project construction can and should use the best
available noise control techniques (e.g., improved mufflers, equipment redesign, use of
intake silencers, ducts, engine enclosures, and acoustically attenuating shields or
shrouds, wherever feasible).

Tools (e.g., jack hammers, pavement breakers, and rock drills) used for project
construction can and should be hydraulically or electrically powered to avoid noise
associated with compressed air exhaust from pneumatically powered tools. However,
where use of pneumatic tools is unavoidable, an exhaust muffler on the compressed air
exhaust should be used; this muffler can lower noise levels from the exhaust by up to
about 10 dB(A). External jackets on the tools themselves should be used, if such jackets
are commercially available and this could achieve a reduction of 5 dB(A). Quieter
procedures should be used, such as drills rather than impact equipment, whenever such
procedures are available and consistent with construction procedures.

Stationary noise sources can and should be located as far from adjacent sensitive
receptors as possible and they should be muffled and enclosed within temporary sheds,
incorporate insulation barriers, or use other measures as determined by the Lead
Agency (or other appropriate government agency) to provide equivalent noise
reduction.

A procedure and phone numbers for notifying the Lead Agency staff and local Police
Department; (during regular construction hours and off-hours).

A sign posted on-site pertaining with permitted construction days and hours and
complaint procedures and who to notify in the event of a problem. The sign should also
include a listing of both the Lead Agency and construction contractor’s telephone
numbers (during regular construction hours and off-hours).

The designation of an on-site construction complaint and enforcement manager for the
project.

Notification of neighbors and occupants within 300 feet of the project construction area
at least 30 days in advance of extreme noise generating activities about the estimated
duration of the activity.

A preconstruction meeting can and should be held with the job inspectors and the
general contractor/on-site project manager to confirm that noise measures and practices
(including construction hours, neighborhood notification, posted signs, etc.) are
completed.

Use of portable barriers in the vicinity of sensitive receptors during construction.

Projects that require pile driving or other construction noise above 90 dB(A) in
proximity to sensitive receptors, should reduce potential pier drilling, pile driving
and/or other extreme noise generating construction impacts greater than 90 dB(A), a set

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.
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of site-specific noise attenuation measures should be completed under the supervision
of a qualified acoustical consultant.

Implement noise control at the receivers by temporarily improving the noise reduction
capability of adjacent buildings (for instance by the use of sound blankets), and
implement if such measures are feasible and would noticeably reduce noise impacts.
Monitor the effectiveness of noise attenuation measures by taking noise measurements.

Maximize the distance between noise-sensitive land uses and new roadway lanes,
roadways, rail lines, transit centers, park-and-ride lots, and other new noise-generating
facilities.

Construct sound reducing barriers between noise sources and noise-sensitive land uses.

MM NOISE 2: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to assess and
mitigate to the extent feasible short- and long-term noise impacts in accordance with
applicable regulations and to implement site-specific noise reduction measures, including
the following as applicable: Such measures include, but are not limited to, the following:

Stationary noise sources can and should be located as far from adjacent sensitive
receptors as possible and they should be muffled and enclosed within temporary sheds,
incorporate insulation barriers, or use other measures as determined by the Lead
Agency (or other appropriate government agency) to provide equivalent noise
reduction.

Implement, to the extent feasible and practicable, speed limits and limits on hours of
operation of rail and transit systems, where such limits may reduce noise impacts.

Use techniques such as grade separation, buffer zones, landscaped berms, dense
plantings, sound walls, reduced-noise paving materials, and traffic calming measures.

Maximize the distance of new route alighments from sensitive receptors.

Locate transit-related passenger stations, central maintenance facilities, decentralized
maintenance facilities, and electric substations away from sensitive receptors to the
maximum extent feasible.

Use land use measures such as zoning, site design, and buffers to ensure that future
development is noise compatible with adjacent transportation facilities and land uses.

Impact NOISE-2: Generation of excessive groundborne | Implement Mitigation Measure MM NOISE-1 and MM NOISE-2.

vibration or groundborne noise levels.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

Impact NOISE-3: For a project located within the | No mitigation is required.

vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in the project
area to excessive noise levels.

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

POPULATION, HOUSING, AND EMPLOYMENT
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Impact POP-1: Induce substantial population growth to
areas of the region either directly (by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (by extending roads
and other infrastructure)

MM POP-1: Kern COG, will work with its member agencies to implement growth strategies
to create an urban form designed to focus development in TPAs in accordance with the
policies, strategies and investments contained in the 2026 RTP, enhancing mobility and
reducing land consumption, providing urban infrastructure to support growth and ensuring
a jobs-housing balance that supports decreases in greenhouse gas emissions.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

Impact POP-2: Displace substantial numbers of existing
people or housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere.

MM POP-2: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to evaluate
alternate route alignments and transportation facilities that minimize the displacement of
homes and businesses. An iterative design and impact analysis would help where impacts
to homes or businesses are involved. Potential impacts should be minimized to the extent
feasible. If possible, existing rights-of-way should be used.

MM POP-3: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to mitigate
impacts to affordable housing as feasible through construction of affordable units (deed
restricted to remain affordable for an appropriate period of time) or payment of any fee
established to address loss of affordable housing.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

FIRE SERVICES

Impact FIRE-1: Result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered fire protection facilities the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios and response times.

No mitigation is required

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

POLICE SERVICES

Impact POLICE-1: Result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered police facilities the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts in
order to maintain acceptable service ratios and response
times.

No mitigation is required

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

SCHOOLS

Impact EDU-1: Result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered school facilities the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts in
order to maintain acceptable service ratios or other
educational performance factors.

No mitigation is required

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

LIBRARY
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Impact LIB-1: Result in substantial adverse physical

No mitigation is required.

Less than significant at

impacts associated with the provision of new or the regional and TPA
physically altered library facilities the construction of levels.

which could cause significant environmental impacts in

order to maintain acceptable service ratios.

RECREATION

Impact REC-1: Increase the use of existing neighborhood | MM REC-1: Kern COG shall facilitate reducing future impacts as a result of increased use of | Significant at the

and regional parks or other recreational facilities such | existing neighborhood and regional parks or other facilities from population growth through | regional and TPA levels.

that substantial deterioration of the facilities could occur.

cooperation with member agencies, information sharing, and program development in order
to ensure consistency with planning for expansion of new neighborhood parks within or in
nearby accessible locations to TPAs in funding opportunities and programs administered by
Kern COG.

MM REC-2: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process shall encourage member jurisdictions to explore multiple use spaces and
redevelopment in areas where it will provide more opportunities for recreational uses and
access to natural areas close to the urban core.

MM REC-3: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process shall encourage member jurisdictions to work as partners to address regional
outdoor recreation needs and to acquire the necessary funding for the implementation of
their plans and programs. This should be done, in part, by consulting with agencies and
organizations that have active open space work plans.

Impact REC-2: Result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered parks and recreational facilities the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios.

No mitigation is required.

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC

Impact TR-1: Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance
or policy addressing the circulation system, including
transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities.

No mitigation is required

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
levels.




Significance Threshold and Project Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual Impact

: Impact TR-2 Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines section 15064.3(b).

MM TR-1: Consistent with the CMP, Kern COG shall encourage and work with local
governments to develop multimodal performance standards to determine how much traffic,
during peak hours, is acceptable on state freeways, highways, and major streets within Kern
County. Local jurisdictions should incorporate multimodal level of service standards in their
circulation plans consistent with AB 1358 California Complete Streets Act of 2008 and as
appropriate for each community facility type, place type and corridor type as recommended
in the latest Highway Capacity Manual update. In addition, Kern COG will work with local
agencies to identify frequency and routing of transit service, in order to assist in coordinating
transit service provided by separate operators throughout Kern County.

MM TR-2: In addition to the current Tier 1 and Tier 2 RTP projects, Kern COG shall continue
to explore potential measures to reduce vehicular travel. Such measures as land-use
strategies, car-sharing programs, additional car- and vanpool programs, additional bicycle
programs, and implementation of a universal transit booking and fare collection smart phone
application should be considered.

MM TR-3: Kern COG will continue to encourage and facilitate transportation projects that
maximize efficiency of the transportation system and include VMT reduction.

MM TR-4: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to evaluate
VMT as part of project specific review and identify and implement measures that reduce
VMT including mixed use, alternative transportation facilities (bike racks, transit stops, and
pedestrian amenities) as appropriate for each local agency.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

Impact TR-3: Substantially increase hazards due to a
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible wuses (e.g., farm
equipment).

No mitigation is required.

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

Impact TR-4: Result in inadequate emergency access.

No mitigation is required.

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
level.

WASTEWATER

Impact WW-1: Require or result in the relocation or
construction of new or expanded water, wastewater
treatment or storm water drainage, electric power,
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the
construction or relocation of which could cause
significant environmental effects.

Impact WW-2: Result in the determination by a
wastewater treatment provider which serves or may
serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve
the projected demand in addition to the provider’s
existing commitments.

No mitigation is required.

Less than significant at
the regional and TPA
levels.

SOLID WASTE
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Impact SW-1: Generate solid waste in excess of State or
local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of
solid waste reduction goals.

Impact SW-2: Comply with federal, state, and local
management and reduction statutes and regulations
related to solid waste.

MM SW-1: Kern COG through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage diversion of solid waste such as recycling and
composting programs.

MM SW-2: Kern COG through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage local jurisdictions to require project sponsors to
integrate green building measures consistent with CALGreen (California Building Code Title
24) into project design which could include the following:

e  Reuse and minimization of construction and demolition (C&D) debris and diversion of
C&D waste from landfills to recycling facilities.

e  The inclusion of a waste management plan that promotes maximum Cé&D diversion.

e Source reduction through (1) use of materials that are more durable and easier to repair
and maintain, (2) design to generate less scrap material through dimensional planning,
(3) increased recycled content, (4) use of reclaimed materials, and (5) use of structural
materials in a dual role as finish material (e.g., stained concrete flooring, unfinished
ceilings, etc.).

e  Reuse of existing structure and shell in renovation projects.

e Design for deconstruction without compromising safety.

e Design for flexibility through the use of moveable walls, raised floors, modular
furniture, moveable task lighting, and other reusable building components.

e  Development of indoor recycling program and space.

MM SW-3: Kern COG through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage local jurisdictions and waste management
agencies to discourage the siting of new landfills unless all other waste reduction and
prevention actions have been fully explored. If landfill siting or expansion is necessary,
landfills should be sited with an adequate landfill-owned, undeveloped land buffer to
minimize the potential adverse impacts of the landfill in neighboring communities.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

WILDFIRE

Impact WEF-1: Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving
wildland fires, including whether wildlands are adjacent
to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed
with wildlands.

MM WE-1: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to avoid siting
new development in wildfire zones.

MM WE-2: Kern COG, through its Environmental Review Program/Intergovernmental
Review process will facilitate and encourage implementing and local agencies to ensure that
in the event that new development occurs in wildfire zones, the projects comply with safety
measures as specified by CAL FIRE.

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

Impact WE-2: If located in or near state responsibility
areas of lands classified as very high fire hazard severity
zones, would the project:

Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or

See MM WE-1 and MM WE-2

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.
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the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire.

Impact WEF-3: Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks,
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities)
that may exacerbate fire risks or that may result in
temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment.

See MM WE-1 and MM WE-2

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.

Impact WF-4: Expose people or structures to significant
risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope stability,
or drainage changes.

See MM WEF-1 and MM WE-2

Significant at the
regional and TPA levels.




