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Figure 2: Liquids Process Flow Diagram
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Figure 4: Solids Process Flow Diagram
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FIGURE 7: NORSD WRRF PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE
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January 6, 2025

Kerri Vera, Environmental Department
Tule River Indian Tribe

P. 0. Box 589

Porterville, CA, 93258
kerri.vera@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

Subject: North of River Sanitary District Water Resource Recovery Facility Project, Kern County,
California, Tribal Cultural Resources under the California Environmental Quality Act,
AB 52 Formal Notification of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of
Consultation Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1

Dear Kerri Vera,

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the North of River
Sanitary District (NORSD) has decided to undertake the proposed North of River Sanitary District Water
Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF) Project (Project). Please find below a description of the proposed
Project and the name of our Project point of contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).
Figures showing the proposed Project vicinity and location (Figures 1 and 2) and Area of Potential Effect
(Figure 3) are attached.

Project Description

The NORSD was created in 1940 to provide wastewater collection and treatment for communities north
of the Kern River in Kern County, California. The WRRF was constructed in 1999 and has undergone
several improvements since that time. The NORSD currently serves approximately 62,000 people and
the unincorporated community of Oildale, the City of Shafter, and the northern portion of CSA-71, which
includes portions of the City of Bakersfield. The service area is primarily residential and commercial with
a few industrial users that produce significant wastewater flows. Due to the increasing population of the
service area, the existing plant has reached its capacity. In order to continue to provide treatment for
the growing communities it serves, The NORSD is proposing the expansion of the existing WRRF in order
to effectively serve its existing and planned population through 2050. The Project consists of a new
preliminary and liquid treatment process, solid treatment, an administrative and maintenance building,
and miscellaneous site improvements.

Gary McKibbin, President
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Steven Ruettgers, Director

Matthew Hooker, Director



The Project will be seeking State Revolving Funds (SRF) from the State Water Resources Control Board
(State Water Board) to assist in financing the Project. The State Water Board, Division of Financial
Assistance, administers the State Revolving Fund (SRF) Program pursuant to 40 CFR Part 35. The SRF
Program is partially funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). Issuance of
SRF funds by the State Water Board is considered equivalent to a federal action, thereby necessitating
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106). The USEPA has
delegated lead agency responsibility to the State Water Board for carrying out the requirements of
Section 106.

Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the receipt of this
letter to request, in writing, a consultation with NORSD. Should the Tule River Indian Tribe ask for a
consultation, NORSD will begin the process within 30 days of receiving your request.

To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to:

Patrick Ostly

General Manager

North of River Sanitary District
Bakersfield, CA 93308
meganlee@norsd.com

We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any input the
Tule River Indian Tribe may have on the proposed Project.

Very Respectfully,

Patrick Ostly
General Manager
North of River Sanitary District

Attachment: Figures1-3
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