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COMMENT LETTER B – CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

  

State 01 Celitomi@ - N2,ura1 Resou roos Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WLDLIIFE 

arine Region 
1933 Clirt 0rwe, Su~e 9 
Sante Barbara. CA 00109 
www .wildlife .ca gov 

GAVl'NNEWSQM Govt(nor 

M:ay 6, 2025 

Emi~o Innes 
Planner 

COMMENT LEITER B 

LosAngel'es Cou1nty Department of Beaches and Harbors 
13831 Fiji Way 
Mairirna del Rey, CA 90292 
E In nies@bh .llacoL1 nly .gov 

SAIND COMPA TIBIILITY .AND OP'PORJUNISlilC USE !PROGRAM 
IMIJIGA TED NEGATIVE DE CLARA 1110N 
s ,cH #202,,0M1isa:5 

Dear Ms. l'nn es: 

The Califomia D,e:partme111t of IFish and Wildlife (D 1e;partmen1~) received a Miliigated 
Negative Decl,aratiorn (MN D) tom the Los Arngeles County De,partment of IBe·aches and 
Harbors (LACDBH) for ti,e S:aind Compatibility and Oppo:ttunistic !Jse Program (Projeot) , 
pL1rsL1ant the C.alifomi1a Environm,erntal Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidel ines.1 

Thank you for thie opportunity to pro11idle comm en ts aind r,ecom:m endations ragii1rding1 
those ac·tivi:ties. involved in the Project th at may affe-ct Caliiforin ia fish and wildlife•. 
Likewise, we a,ppreciate lhe opportiuriit,y to 1provide comments regarding1 those aspects 
,oUhe Project that the Department , b:Y l'aw, may be required to carryout or alPprove 
through the exe-rcise of its own regL1 latory aL1thomy under tliie Fish and G,am e C()de. 

IDE!PA!RTMENT ROLE 

The IDepartm,ent is Califomia':s Trustee· .Agency for fish and wildlife r,esources and holds 
those res:our.;es i1n trust by statute for a.II tile people-of the st:at1111. { Fiish & ,G. Code, 
secti,orn 711 . 7, subd. (a) & 180.2 ; Pub. R,esources Code, section 21070· CEQ1A 
Guidelines section 15386, ·subd. (a).) The Department, in its trustee c,a,pacity , has 
jurisdlction over the conservation protectiion, and managemen1t of fish wildlife, native 
plaints, and habitat necessary for biologically su·stainable popLl laitions of thos,e sp,ecies . 
{Id., seciion 18:02.) Simi!arlyfor purpose,s ofCE,QA the Departm,e-nt is charg;ed by llarwto 
provide, as av.ailal,le biolo,gical experti,se, du1ring pL1blic agency e'nvironmental review 
,efforts, focusirng specifically on projects and re,lated .activ1ities tl'lat have the potenti,al to 
,adversely affect fish: an:d wlldlife reso,urces. The Department is also, respo,nsib lle for 

1 CEQA is cod ed in~ c a•fomia Pub•c Resources Gode in secl.iOri 21000 et seq . T "CEQA 
Gufdelines· a~ found in Title 141 of lhe CalifQmie Code of Regul ions. commericing ~h sectior1 15000 

CotJ.Set'(.;,1-ng Ca{ifomia's Wildlife Since 1870 
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marine biodiversity protection under ·~he Marine Life· Protection Act in oo,astal marine 
waters of Califomia, and ensming Cisher1ies are sustainably managed under the• Marine 
ure Management Act 

PROJECT D·ESCIRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: lACDBH 

ObJective:: The objective of the Project is to r:ed u.ce coastal erosion and prepare fo,r 
fUture challenges assoolated with climate chang,e in Los Angeles County 1tlrough the 
beneficial reuse ,of oppo,rtunqs1icalliy availlaibl'e beact, quality sediment as beach 
nourishment. The Pmjeot fn.oludes five sit:es (Zuma Beao!h, Will Rogers State Beach, 
Dookweilerr State Beach, Ma.nhaUan Bea,ch ,, and Redondo Bea.ch) fo,r beach 
nourishment that were $elected by LACDBH based on a vanety of criteria that in.elude 
present and future ooa6'tal ,erosion and flooding vulnerabil1ities, presence o,f existing 
resources, presence of critical public infrastructure and amenities, recrea1!ion,al and 
economic benefits, and avoidance of adverse ,effects on coastal resources_ The deta i1s 
of each beach no,uris'hment p:rojeot will be formullated at the time oHhe pro,j,ect based on 
the quan ity and quallity of the source matel'lal available an.d the condmon of the 
shoreline. 

The Project's primary oonslrnction activ1ities include ·transporting ihe sediment 
placement: material to ,each beach an.d pl.aolng no more than 150.000 cubic yards ,of 
material! with a fines content less than or equal to, 115% and 60,000 cubic yards ,of 
material! with a fines content between 16% and 25% at each site annually usling the 
followingI earthrnovingI equipment: dozers, loaders, SOliapers,, and a sweeper .. The 
method used to delirver source material to each beadh wi'II vary depen,ding on when or 
what mater1ial beoome•s avaitiable., lbut potential deliivery methods may incllude trucking 
and ma rine vesse Is, spreading mate ria I u.sing ,ea r11hmoving ,equipment , using slurry l1ines 
from the beach to tlie nearshore. or using a bo,ttom-dump barge OI' scow to dump 
material! into the nea rshore . Potential sand sources include reservoirs and debris bas➔ns 
ma n:a ged by los Angeles County, dams, local wate:roourses (rivers, creeks, streams, 
and lagoons), ha~bor rnafntenanoe dredging, transportation projects, upland 
development and redevelopment projects, and landslides. Beach nourishment is 
expected to oocur in the fall and wint,er months to avoid disturbin,g beach 1Users, 
Ca lifomia. grunion (Leuresth.e.s tenui-s) ruins, and nesting of re,!eva nt avia n speci:es_ 

IL.ocatio•n: The Project site iis located at five County-operated beaches in the Cities of 
Malibu, Los Angeles, Manhattan B,ea.c.h , and Redondo Beach. The five receiver sites for 
sediment pl'acement are .Zuma IB,each, Will Rogers State Beach,. Dockweiler State 
Beach, Man harttan Bea ct, , and Redondo Beach. 
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BIOLOGICAL SIG1NIIFICANCE 

IDiscussi:on and Comment: Los .Angeles County waters support many resident and 
migratory fish and special status wildlife such as seabirds, marine mammals, and sea 
turtles. ILos Ange1e,s County waters also support commercia lly and recreationa lly 
important fish and invertebrate sped es such as California grunion (Leuresthes te.nujs), 
California halibut (Parallchthys califomlcus), California spiny lobster (Panulirus 
interropfus)., and the North.em anchovy (Engraufis mordax). whic-tl is an important forage 
fish . 
COMMENTS AND RiECOMMENDAlil0:NS 

The• Department off.ers the• oomments and reoon,men:datfons bellow to assist lACDBH in 
adequately identifyin.91 and/or mitigating1 the Projects significant, or potentially 
significant. d il'ect, and indire ot impacts on fish and witdllrfe resources. 

B,each Nouri1shment 

Comments: Beach nouriishment , or beach andJor nearshore sediment pla~ment, 
may caus.e incr,eased turbidity, decreased light .availability, and/or potentia l bunail o,f 
sensitive ma rine species and their habitats via direct sediment placement or 
s1ubsequent littora l drill causing substantial adverse effects .. Habitat Areas of 
Pai-1!icular Concern (HAIPC), a subset of Essentia.1 Fish Habitat, are habitats of 
special importanc·e to fish populations due to therr rarity , vullnerabilil:y to dev,elopment 
and anthropogenic degradation, artd/or a.bilily to provide key ecological tu notions. 
Rocky reefs, canopy kelp, and sea grass beds are seve ral habitats that have- been 
desig1nated as g1roundfish HAIPC by the Pacific Fistiel'iies Mana,gement .Council under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Consemrtion and Management Act. These habitats 
may oocur at the potential sed iment pla.oeme·nt sites. Additionally, commercrally and 
recreationa lly important fish and invertebrate species may be impacted by nearshore 
sediment placement act ivities via direct buria l/smothering , increased turbid ity, and/or 
decreased light ava ilaibilily. 

The De pa rtme m understands tihat Ute MN o, is i me oded to guide the implementation 
,of indlviduall sand compatibility and opporwnlstlc use program p oJe,ets and that the 
details of eaci'l pro,ject will be based on the quantity and quality of the source 
mater"al ava1ilabl8 and the condition o,f u,e shoreline . LACDIBH anticipate,s that 
souroe mate11ial will be placed as an extens·o,n of tilhe existing berm on each beach. 
However, the MND notes that souiroe material may be pl!a,oodl in a mound near the 
mean high tide line 01r in the r,;earshore waters when the fines content oH h.e· source 
mater"al is between 15% and 25%. Wlile the Department appreciates that the MIND 
has mitrg:ation measures fo:r g1run ion surviey'S (Mitigation Measure BI0 -3} , nesting 
and special..status bird monitoring ~Mitigation Measure B10-04), and marin,e mammal 
and S&-a turtle avoidance (Mitigation Measure BI0 -5), the Department is ooncemed 
1hat the MND does not ad'd'ress any impacts or propose mitigation measures for the 
potentiaJ placement of mai~eria s ne-arshore. 
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Ref::ommendlait~ons: If nearshore· sediiment pla,c-ement: is 1propo,sed, 'he Department 
recommends that the MND· quantify the amount of HAPC that cou ld be lost due to 
1he Project and potential alt,emafive•s for nea.rshore sediment placement. 1Pote n1iiall 
HAP Cs fo,r this Project area may include irocky re,ef, canopy ke lp, and sea grass bed 
habitats. Project plans should be developed to avoid and minimize potentia impacts 
to the nearshor,e marine ,environment , including HAPCs, to the max1imum ,extent 
feasible. This includes avotding and minimizing direct burial/smothering, vesse l 
anchoring, turbidity, andtor decreased light availab·lity withi1n the nearshore 
,environment. The Department al.so recommends that post-construction monitoring of 
.any nearshore sediment pl'a,c-ement $houl'd ooour to ensure HAIPCs and the 
commercially and recreatio:nally important species that inhabit the HA PCs aIr,e not 
impa.cted. The Department recommends consulting with 1he Department and 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), on the Project's 1impact analysi-s and all 
proposed mitig1aition measures kif HAPC artd olher sen..sitlve marine hab:itats. 

Addmonally, the Department recommends that all proposals for sediment placemenit 
be reviewed by the Southern Ca !ifornia Dredged Ma:le ria I Management T,ea m 
(DMMT) prior to plaoement. The DMMT ·s comprised of regul~tory and · rus1ee 
agen.cies {i.e. , United States Army Co,rps o,f EngIineers, lJniled States Environmental! 
Protection Ag,ency, !Regional Wat,er Quality Contro l Board-s, Catifornia Coasta l 
Commission,. NIMFS, and the Department), and responsible for managing dr,edg ing 
activities and rev iewing technica.l is,sues as-sociated with proposed dredging, and 
dredged material diisposal projects. 

!NVIR.ONMll:NTAL DATA 

CEQA requir,es that information dev,eloped in environmenta l impa,ot reports. and 
negative declarations be inoo~p,o,rated into, a database wh ich may be used to make 
subsequent or supplemental ,environmental determiriaiti.o,ns. (IPub. Resources Code, 
section 211003, subd . te) .) According ly, please report any special status species and 
na.tural ,communitr.e·s detected during Proj,ect surveys to, the Califomia Natural Diive rsity 
Database (CNDOB). The CNND,B field survey fo,rm can be filled out and S1.1bmitted 
onlline at the folllowing link: t,ttps:1/wildliie.ca.gov/Daita/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The 
types ofiinformation reported to, CNDDB can be found at the following link: 
https:l/WWW. wildlife~ca .g~ov/Oata/C NOID Bll?la nts-a n.ct_-Anlm a Is. 

IENVIRON MIENTAL DOCUIMEINJ IFILIIN,G FIEES 

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish andlor wildlife, and assessment 
of environmental doc,ument flling1 fees is necessary. Fe,es are payable upon filing or the 
Notice of DetelITTlil"l!ation by the Lead Agen.c.y and serve to help defray the oost of 
environmental 1r,eview by the Department. Payment ,of the environmental dooument fi ling 
fee is required for tihe underlying pro jed ap:prova I to be ,operative, vest,ed, and final. 
(Cal . Code Regs, tit. M . section 753.5; Fish & G. Code, section 711.4; Pub. Resources 
Code, sect ion 21089.) 
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CONCILUSION 

The• Department appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Mf\lD to assist the 
LACDBH in identify1ing and mil!ig:at!in91 Project impacts on biofog1ica l resou rces .. 
Questions r,egarding this letter or further coordination should be di1rected to Lesilie Hart, 
Environmen.ta Sdentist at R7CEQA@wi~dlife .ca ,gov. 

Sincerely, 

?c;-~1-t,.___ 
Craig Shuman, D. Env 
Marine Regional Manag:er 

ec: Claire Waggoner, Environmental! Program Manag,er 
Department of FIBh and \!\llildlife 

Elie Wi kin.s, Senijo.r Environmental Scientist 
Department of FESh and Wildlife 

Leslie Hart , Environmental Scientiist 
Department of F~h and \!\llildlife 

Le,slea Meyerhoff, Principal! 
Summit Environmental Group., Inc. 

Office of Pianning and Researcti , State Clearinghouse 
sJatg,,,clilringlKUJse.@.oRtaggx 
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RESPONSES TO COMMENT LETTER B – CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Response B-1 

This comment is introductory and summarizes the role of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. This 
comment does not contain a substantive comment on the analysis or conclusions of the IS-MND. No 
response is required.  

Response B-2 

The commenter provides a summary of the project description evaluated within the Draft IS-MND. The 
commenter’s summary of the project description is adequate. This comment does not contain a substantive 
comment on the analysis or conclusions of the IS-MND. No response is required.  

Response B-3 

The commenter describes the importance of Los Angeles County to biological resources, including resident 
and migratory fish, special-status species wildlife, commercially and recreationally important fish and 
invertebrate species. This comment does not contain a substantive comment on the analysis or conclusions 
of the IS-MND. No response is required.  

Response B-4 

The commenter states that beach nourishment activities can lead to increased turbidity, decreased light 
availability, and burial of special-status marine species and habitats, causing substantial adverse effects. 
The commenter states there is potential for Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC) to occur at the 
potential sediment placement sites, along with commercially and recreationally important fish and 
invertebrate species.  

The Biological Resources Technical Report prepared for the project and provided as Appendix B to the IS-
MND identifies HAPC proximate to the potential sediment placement sites. As described in the Biological 
Resources Technical Report, there is rocky reef mapped offshore of Will Rogers State Beach classified as a 
HAPC. HAPC is also present within the estuaries of Marina Del Ray Harbor, which borders Dockweiler State 
Beach. Based on the Predicted Nearshore Benthic Substrates of California dataset created by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (2023), rocky outcrops are present at Will Rogers State Beach but are 
outside the depth of closure where project-derived sediment is expected to be transported. In addition, 
project-derived sediment is not expected to be transported into the Marina Del Rey Harbor. Accordingly, no 
direct impacts associated with burial of special-status marine species in HAPC are anticipated. As described 
on page 3-20 of the Draft IS-MND, project activities would not have direct impacts on marine mammals given 
that activities do not extend far enough into the ocean to result in species mortality. Additionally, project 
activities are not expected to have direct impact on fish or marine invertebrate species, their habitat, and/or 
populations of the fisheries that depend on them, because of the temporary nature of project activities. The 
offshore portion of the project area is composed of sand substrate and exposed to high surf and runoff which 
can temporarily alter water quality and movement in which these species are naturally accustomed to 
temporary and seasonal increases in turbidity. 

The Draft IS-MND acknowledges that indirect impacts to marine special-status species and their habitats 
could occur due to increased turbidity during project activities and the potential for placement of sediment 
to alter or disturb habitat. The Draft IS-MND includes implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-2 and BIO-
7 to reduce indirect impacts to marine species, including special-status species, and commercially and 
recreationally important species. Mitigation Measure BIO-2 limits work below Mean Lower Low Water to times 
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when tidal waters have receded from the authorized work area. Mitigation Measure BIO-7 requires water 
quality monitoring, including for increased turbidity (and subsequently, light availability), throughout project 
activities and a stop-work order if water quality thresholds in the Ocean Plan are exceeded. As turbidity during 
project activities would be monitored in accordance with Mitigation Measures Bio-7, LACDBH has minimized 
the potential for substantial turbidity and/or decreased light availability to substantially affect marine 
species.  

Based on the facts provided above, the Draft IS-MND and Biological Resources Technical Report, included 
as Appendix B of the Draft IS-MND, address the potential for direct and indirect impacts to HAPC, special-
status marine species, and commercially and recreationally important fish and invertebrate species. Impacts 
on biological resources were determined to be Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. No 
changes to the Draft IS-MND are required as a result of this comment.  

Response B-5 

The commenter states that the Draft IS-MND does not address impacts for the potential placement of 
materials nearshore.  

Refer to Response B-4. The Draft IS-MND includes mitigation measures to address potential indirect impacts 
of the project, including placement of materials during project activities. No direct impacts to marine species 
in the HAPC or marine mammals would occur. LACDBH will prioritize beach placement and if nearshore 
placement is required, the project will incorporate design features to reduce potential impacts to the 
nearshore marine environment including pre-construction surveys and water quality protection measures. 
Impacts to biological resources were determined to be Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. 
No changes to the Draft IS-MND are required as a result of this comment.  

Response B-6 

The commenter recommends the IS-MND quantify the amount of HAPC that could be lost due to the project 
and potential alternatives for nearshore replacement to avoid HAPC loss. The commenter recommends that 
the project be developed to avoid and minimize potential impacts to nearshore marine environment and 
HAPCs to the maximum extent feasible, including avoiding and minimizing direct burial/smothering, vessel 
anchoring, turbidity, and/or decreased light availability within the nearshore environment. The commenter 
recommends post-construction monitoring of nearshore placement to ensure HAPCs and the commercially 
and recreationally important species that inhabit HAPCs are not impacted and consultation with the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife and National Marine Fisheries Service on the project’s impact 
analysis and mitigation.  

The project will incorporate design features to reduce potential impacts to the nearshore marine environment 
and HAPCs when conducting nearshore placement including pre-construction surveys and water quality 
protection measures. The LACDBH will prioritize beach placement and if nearshore placement is required, 
the project will conduct a pre-construction marine habitat survey to ensure any areas of rocky reef are 
avoided during vessel anchoring and pipeline placement. Therefore, no direct impacts are expected to occur 
to rocky reefs.  

Please also refer to Response B-4. Based on the Biological Resources Technical Report, no direct impacts to 
HAPCs would occur. Project activities would not have direct impacts on marine mammals given that activities 
do not extend far enough into the ocean to result in species mortality. The Draft IS-MND includes mitigation 
measures to address potential indirect impacts of the project, including water quality monitoring and a stop-
work order if water quality thresholds from the Ocean Plan are exceeded. Additionally, the project will place 
fill in Waters of the U.S., and a Clean Water Act (CWA) Permit will achieve compliance with Section 10 Rivers 
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and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The USACE will be the lead agency for purposes of 
federal agency consultations and the permit application will be accompanied by enough information to 
initiate or explain why formal consultations are not needed for Section 106 NHPA, Section 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), and Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation, as designated by the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council. Additionally, an Individual Water Quality Certification pursuant to CWA Section 
401 will be acquired. Any resource agency permit conditions will be adhered to during project 
implementation. No changes to the Draft IS-MND are required as a result of this comment.  

Response B-7 

The commenter recommends proposals for sediment placement be reviewed by the Southern California 
Dredged Material Management Team prior to placement, which includes the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, United States Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Water Quality Control Boards, California 
Coastal Commission, National Marine Fisheries Service, and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

As described on Page 3-1 of the Draft IS-MND, the project requires approvals from the California Coastal 
Commission, the United States Army Corps of Engineers, and the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board to satisfy permitting requirements. Any resource agency permit conditions will be adhered to during 
project implementation. No changes to the Draft IS-MND are required as a result of this comment.  

Response B-8 

The commenter requests LACDBH report any special-status species and natural communities detected 
during project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database.  

Information regarding special-status species and natural communities detected during project pre-activity 
surveys will be uploaded to the California Natural Diversity Database.  

Response B-9 

The commenter states environmental document filing fees are necessary and can be paid upon filing the 
Notice of Determination for the project.  

All necessary environmental filing fees will be paid in accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21089.  

Response B-10 

This comment concludes the letter. This comment does not contain a substantive comment on the analysis 
or conclusions of the IS-MND. No response is required.  

 
 

 


