


April 27, 2021

2942 College Ave., Berkeley
City of Berkeley Historical Evaluation

As requested and based on the attached historic resource records, the commercial building and
property located at 2942 College Ave. is not eligible for designation as a Berkeley Landmark or
Structure of Merit on the basis of any cultural value, as the subject property and building:

Is not associated with the movement or evolution of religious, cultural, governmental, social or
economic developments of the City (LPO Section A.2). Re: the latter — being the only potentially
applicable movement relative to such commercial property — this small scale, neighborhood
serving, laundry business building was not associated with any economic movement or pattern
of cultural importance.

Is not worth preserving for usefulness as an educational force (LPO Section A.3), as there is no
potential educational value associated with the use as a property that housed a laundry
business;

Do not embody or express the history of Berkeley/Alameda County/California/United States
(LPO Section A.4).

Additionally, on the basis of architectural merit, the subject building is not eligible to be a City of
Berkeley Landmark or Structure of Merit, as:

The subject building is not a “first, last, only or most significant architectural property of its type in
the region,” as there are numerous commercial properties of identifiably greater architectural
interest in the direct vicinity, including several Berkeley landmarks that clearly demonstrate
historical and historic architectural distinction (LPO Section A.1.a).

The subject building is also not a prototypical or outstanding example of its period or style. Nor is
the subject building an identifiable work of any designer, architect or engineer (LPO Section
A.1.b).

This building is not an architectural example worthy of preservation for any “potentially
exceptional values relative to its neighborhood fabric” as the subject building has no exceptional
values (LPO Section A.1.c).

Further, under CoB Structure of Merit criteria:

The existing building is not worthy of preservation as part of the neighborhood, block or street
frontage, or as part of a group of buildings that includes landmarks (LPO sec.B.1).

The subject 1910 building is generally contemporary with yet grossly inequivalent to two
adjacent landmarks — Bolfing’s EImwood Hardware, 2947 College, William Weeks, 1928; and
Mercantile Trust (Wells Fargo), 2959 College, Walter Ratcliff Jr., 1925 (LPO sec.B.2a[1]).

The subject building does not constitute any potential event of importance relative “to the
structure's neighborhood, block, street frontage, or group of buildings” (LPO Section B.2.a[2]).

The subject building is not compatible in size, scale, style, materials or design with a designated
landmark structure within the neighborhood, block, street frontage, or group of buildings (LPO
sec.B.2b).

The existing building has no identifiable historical significance to the City and/or to the structure's
neighborhood, block, street frontage, or group of buildings (LPO sec.B.2d).
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Consequently, the building at 2942 College Ave. in Berkeley is not individually or collectively eligible
as a City of Berkeley Landmark or Structure of Merit.

Signed:

Mark Hulbert
Preservation Architect

attached: 2942 College Ave. DPR forms dated April 27, 2021

2942 COLLEGE AVE., BERKELEY
COB-HREVAL-042721-P2





















