CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To: X Office of Land Use and From: Porterville Unified School District
Climate Innovation 600 West Grand Avenue, Porterville, CA 93257

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento, CA 95814

] County Clerk Lead Porterville Unified School District
County of Tulare Agency
221 S. Mooney Boulevard, Room 105 and

Visalia, CA 93291-4593 Applicant:

Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code.

Santa Fe Elementary School Expansion Project

Project Title
2025030611 Kevin Holtermann 559-793-2400
State Clearinghouse Number Contact Person Area Code/Telephone/Extension

(If submitted to Clearinghouse)

286 E Orange Avenue, Porterville, CA 93257
Project Location:

The proposed project would expand the campus of Santa Fe Elementary School with the District acquisition of a 3.80-
acre City-owned parcel (APN 261-150-056) and the construction of two new buildings (Building 700 and 800) to serve TK,
preschool and kindergarten students, a new parking lot (*Parking lot 3"), and reconfigure Parking lot 2 which includes a
new pickup/drop-off area. The proposed project would increase student capacity on campus by 275 transitional
kindergarten, preschool, and kindergarten students at the Santa Fe Elementary School (SFES) campus, and this would
increase SFES'’s capacity from 816 to 1,091 students. To accommodate the increase in student capacity, nine new staff
members would be hired and eight staff members would be relocated from other District campuses to SFES.

Building 700 would be one story (approximately 18 feet and 8 inches in height) and would be located in the northwestern
corner of the project site. Building 700 would consist of 5,823 square feet, the roof overhang would further shade 1,860
square feet of outdoor area. The building would consist of four preschool classrooms, five storage areas, 10 restrooms for
the students, one staff restroom, four clean up areas, two teacher work rooms, a janitor area, and one area to house the
buildings electrical components. Building 800 would be one story (approximately 18 feet and 8 inches in height) and
would be located in the northern side of the project site, north of building 200A. Building 800 would consist of 10,358
square feet; the roof overhang would further shade with 3,686 square feet of outdoor area. Building 800 would consist of
four TK and three kindergarten classrooms, eight student restrooms, one staff restroom, four clean up areas, nine storage
areas, one janitor area, one area to house the buildings electrical components, and four teach work rooms. New
walkways, landscaping, turf, new soft fall surface play areas, and decorative metal gates and fencing would be installed.

The existing Parking lot 2 driveway turnaround to the southeast would be reconfigured to connect to Howard Street.
Towards the center of campus (the middle of parking lot 2), a new ingress-egress driveway would be installed leading to
a parent pick-up/drop-off area to the west of building 700 with two one-way lanes, and would be bordered by a walkway
to the north. Improvements to Parking lot 2 would result in a reduction of seven parking stalls compared to existing
conditions. Five trash enclosures would be installed north of the reconfigured connection to Howard Street. Additionally,
the proposed project includes new landscaping along Orange Avenue, restriping of the Parking lot 2, a new entrance
sign, and existing sidewalk along Orange Avenue would be widened.

The proposed project would construct a new parking lot (“Parking lot 3") on the northwestern side of the project site,
adjacent to building 700, with one ingress-egress driveway from parking lot 2 providing access to parking lot 3. Parking lot
3 would consist of 49 parking stalls, which would include two accessible parking stalls, one van accessible parking stall,
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one van accessible EV charging, one standard EV charging station, and five EV charging capable stalls. Compared to
existing conditions, the proposed project would result in an increase of 42 parking stalls.

The construction of the proposed project would occur in one phase. Construction is anticipated to last approximately 12
months, with construction starting in 2025.

On May 22, 2025, the Porterville Unified School District Board of Trustee (1) adopted the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration, (2) approved the proposed project, (3) exempted portion of parcel APN 261-150-056 acquired by PUSD from
City of Porterville City of Porterville local zoning, and (4) adopted the mitigation monitoring and reporting program.

Project Description:

This is to advise that the  Porterville Unified School District has approved the above described
(D4 Lead Agency or [] Responsible Agency)
project on May 22, 2025 and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:
(Date)

ll

The project [ [J will [X] will not ] have a significant effect on the environment.
[0 An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

]

X A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
Mitigation measures [ [ were [[] were not ] made a condition of the approval of the project.
A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [ J was (] was not ] adopted for this project.
A Statement of Overriding Considerations [ (] was [X] was not ] adopted for this project.
Findings [ [Jwere [Kwere not ] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

oo kW

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and the record of project approval is available to the
General Public at:

Porterville Unified School District; 600 West Grand Avenue, Porterville, CA 93257

Date received for filing and posting at LCI:

Assistant Superintendent, Business May 22. 2025

(Public Agency) Title Date




