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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 
   

Project:  Santa Fe Elementary School Expansion Project 
Lead Agency: Porterville Unified School District 
Applicant:  Porterville Unified School District 
Review Period: March 18, 2025 to April 17, 2025 (30 days) 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Porterville Unified School District (PUSD) has prepared an Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Santa Fe Elementary School Expansion project. 
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21165 and the California Environmental Quality Act 
Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines) Section 15050, the Porterville Unified School District is the lead agency 
for the project. The purpose of this notice is to (1) serve as a Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt the IS/MND 
and (2) advise and solicit comments regarding the content of the IS/MND. 
PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is located at Santa Fe Elementary School (SFES) at 286 E 
Orange Avenue in the City of Porterville, Tulare County. The SFES campus encompasses three full 
parcels owned by the District (with accessor parcel numbers [APNs]: 261-150-058, 261-150-057, and 
261-140-025) and a portion of one parcel (APN: 261-150-056) owned by the City of Porterville. The 
project site encompasses a total of approximately 4.5 acres and includes portions of three parcels: 261-
150-056 (owned by the City of Porterville) and 261-150-057 and -058 (owned by the PUSD). The 
project site is on the west side of the campus and includes building 200A, an existing parking lot, 
concrete walkways, a portion of the grass playfield, a playground, picnic benches, a pavilion, fencing, a 
bike rack, lighting, landscaping, and trees. Additionally, City-owned land is located on the western side 
of the project site that is undeveloped but disturbed. See Figures 1, Local Vicinity, and 2, Project 
Location with APNs. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project would expand the campus of Santa Fe Elementary 
School with the District acquisition of a 3.80-acre City-owned parcel (APN 261-150-056) and the 
construction of two new buildings (Building 700 and 800) to serve TK, preschool and kindergarten 
students, a new parking lot (“Parking lot 3”), and reconfigure Parking lot 2 which includes a new 
pickup/drop-off area. See Figure 3, Site Plan. The proposed project would increase student capacity on 
campus by 275 transitional kindergarten, preschool, and kindergarten students at the Santa Fe 
Elementary School (SFES) campus, and this would increase SFES’s capacity from 816 to 1,091 
students. To accommodate the increase in student capacity, nine new staff members would be hired 
and eight staff members would be relocated from other District campuses to SFES. 
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Building 700 would be one story (approximately 18 feet and 8 inches in height) and would be located in 
the northwestern corner of the project site. Building 700 would consist of 5,823 square feet, the roof 
overhang would further shade 1,860 square feet of outdoor area. The building would consist of four 
preschool classrooms, five storage areas, 10 restrooms for the students, one staff restroom, four clean 
up areas, two teacher work rooms, a janitor area, and one area to house the buildings electrical 
components. Construction of building 700 would remove the existing walkway, benches, covered area, 
picnic tables, and playground adjacent to building 200A. In between buildings 700 and 200A, new 
walkways, new landscaping, and a new soft fall surface play area would be installed; the existing bike 
rack and existing metal fencing would remain.  

Building 800 would be one story (approximately 18 feet and 8 inches in height) and would be located in 
the northern side of the project site, north of building 200A. Building 800 would consist of 10,358 square 
feet; the roof overhang would further shade with 3,686 square feet of outdoor area. Six existing trees in 
the area would be removed along with the small concrete walkway and some of the existing fencing. 
The utility box and chain link baseball back stop, and benches would be relocated to other parts of the 
campus. Building 800 would consist of four TK and three kindergarten classrooms, eight student 
restrooms, one staff restroom, four clean up areas, nine storage areas, one janitor area, one area to 
house the buildings electrical components, and four teach work rooms. Additionally, new concrete 
walkways would be constructed on the western, southern, and eastern sides of the building along with 
new turf and landscaping and a soft fall surface play area adjacent to building 800. New chain link and 
decorative metal gates and fencing would also be installed on the western, southern, and eastern sides 
of the building. 

The existing Parking lot 2 driveway turnaround to the southeast would be reconfigured to connect to 
Howard Street. Towards the center of campus (the middle of parking lot 2), a new ingress-egress 
driveway would be installed leading to a parent pick-up/drop-off area to the west of building 700 with 
two one-way lanes, and would be bordered by a walkway to the north. Improvements to Parking lot 2 
would result in a reduction of seven parking stalls compared to existing conditions. Five trash 
enclosures would be installed north of the reconfigured connection to Howard Street. Additionally, the 
proposed project includes new landscaping along Orange Avenue, restriping of the Parking lot 2, a new 
entrance sign, and existing sidewalk along Orange Avenue would be widened.    

The proposed project would construct a new parking lot (“Parking lot 3”) on the northwestern side of the 
project site, adjacent to building 700, with one ingress-egress driveway from parking lot 2 providing 
access to parking lot 3. Parking lot 3 would consist of 49 parking stalls, which would include two 
accessible parking stalls, one van accessible parking stall, one van accessible EV charging, one 
standard EV charging station, and five EV charging capable stalls. Compared to existing conditions, the 
proposed project would result in an increase of 42 parking stalls.  

The proposed project would maintain the existing hours of standard instruction. The proposed 
classrooms would also be utilized for the before-school and after-school Expanded Learning programs. 
The before-school Expanded Learning program would occur from 7:20 AM to 8:30 AM, expanded by 20 
minutes from the existing end time at 8:10 AM. The after-school Expanded Learning program will run 
from 2:45 PM to 6:00 PM, consistent with the existing after-school program hours of operation.  



NOI – Santa Fe Elementary School Expansion Project   Page 3 of 4
March 18, 2025 

The construction of the proposed project would occur in one phase. Construction is anticipated to last 
approximately 12 months, with construction starting in 2025. Construction activities would include 
demolition, site preparation, grading, construction, paving and architectural coating and 
landscaping/finishes. As part of the construction activities, the proposed project would remove total of 
37 ornamental trees. 

The District is the Lead Agency under CEQA and has the approval authority over the proposed project. 
Discretionary actions for the proposed project would include: (1) Exempt portion of parcel APN 261-
150-056 being acquired by PUSD from the City of Porterville from local zoning; (2) adoption of the Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration; (3) approval of the proposed project; and (4) adoption of the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The PUSD has prepared an Initial Study to determine the 
proposed project’s potential impact on the environment. PUSD has determined that the proposed 
project may have a significant effect on the environment, but by implementing the identified mitigation 
measures, the  proposed project's impacts could be reduced to less than significant levels. Accordingly, 
the PUSD intends to adopt an MND. 

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT: The PUSD invites you to comment on the IS/MND. The IS/MND 
will be available for a 30-day public review from March 18, 2025, through April 17, 2025. We ask that 
any person wishing to comment on the IS/MND provide written comments by the end of the public 
review period at 5:00 p.m., April 17, 2025. 

Copies of the IS/MND are available for review at the following locations: 

Porterville Unified School District - 
District Office: 

600 West Grand Avenue 
Porterville, California, 93257  

Santa Fe Elementary School 
286 East Orange Avenue 

Porterville, California, 93257  

The document can also be accessed online at: 
https://www.portervilleschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=286502&type=d&pREC_ID=657
505 

You may send comments by email to kholtermann6345@portervilleschools.org or mail to the 
address below: 

Porterville Unified School District - District Office 
Attn: Kevin Holtermann, Project Manager 

600 West Grand Avenue 
Porterville, California, 93257 

Board Meeting: A board meeting has not yet been scheduled. A separate notice of board meeting will 
be circulated pursuant to all applicable public noticing requirements once a board meeting has been 
scheduled. 
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Date: March 18, 2025

Signature:
_________________________________________________________________________

Includes:
Figure 1, Local Vicinity
Figure 2, Project Location with APNs
Figure 3, Site Plan
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BUILDING SUMMARY
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