
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
	TO:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
P. O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA  95812-3044
	FROM: (Public Agency)
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
or
County Clerk
County of:  San Bernardino
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0130
	Address
	5111 Benito Street
Montclair, CA 91763


	1. Project Title:
	Costco Wholesale – Fuel Facility On-Site Relocation and Expansion

	2. Project Applicant:
	Alberto Esquivel, Barghausen Consulting Engineers
Costco Wholesale Corporation (Costco)


	3. Project Location – Identify street address and cross streets or attach a map showing project site (preferably a USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ topographical map identified by quadrangle name):
	4.4-acre portion of 9404 Central Avenue, Montclair, California 91763

	4.  LISTNUM  \l2  Project Location – City: Montclair
	(a) Project Location – County: San Bernardino

	5. Description of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries of Project:
	Costco is seeking approval to decommission the existing 8-pump Costco fueling facility and allow the relocation and expansion of a new 16-pump fueling facility located on a 4.4-acre site of the existing Costco Warehouse development at 9404 Central Avenue. This fueling facility relocation and expansion proposal aims to accommodate increased customer demand and improve service efficiency. If approved, project activities will be limited to the identified 4.4 acre site and would include demolishing existing fuel facility structures, site preparation and grading, construction, and site improvements, including paving and landscaping.

	6. Name of Public Agency approving project:
	City of Montclair

	7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the project, including any person undertaking an activity that receives financial assistance from the Public Agency as part of the activity or the person receiving a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use from the Public Agency as part of the activity:
	Costco Wholesale Corporation

	8. Exempt status:  (check one)
	

	
	(a)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Ministerial project.
	(Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA Guidelines § 15268)

	
	(b)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Not a project.
	

	
	(c)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Emergency Project.
	(Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(4); State CEQA Guidelines § 15269(b),(c))

	
	(d)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Categorical Exemption.  


State type and section number:
	State CEQA Guidelines § 15332-In-Fill Development Projects

	
	(e)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Declared Emergency.
	(Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA Guidelines § 15269(a))

	
	(f)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Statutory Exemption.  


State Code section number:
	

	
	(g)  FORMCHECKBOX 

Other.  Explanation:
	

	9. Reason why project was exempt:
	The decommissioning of the existing 8-pump Costco fueling facility and the relocation and expansion of a new 16-pump fueling facility located on a 4.4-acre site of the existing Costco Warehouse development at 9404 Central Avenue is Categorically Exempt pursuant to Class 32 because it meets all the  conditions described below:
a) The Project is consistent with the Montclair General Plan’s Commerce Land Use Designation and the Commerce Mixed-Use zoning designation of the Montclair Corridors Code. The existing and proposed relocation and construction of a new and expanded fuel facility is an allowed use within the respective land use designations, and is consistent with relevant goals and policies of the General Plan.
b) The proposed development occurs within city limits on a Project site of 4.4 acres, which is no more than five acres substantially surrounded by urban uses. 
c) The Project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species as it is a fully developed site and has been operated as a commercial center for more than 50 years.
d) Project approval would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality, as supported in the City’s Class 32 memorandum and supporting technical reports.
e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and public services.
Further, none of the exceptions outlined in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply. There will be no cumulative impacts because: (1) the project is consistent with the City’s General Plan and zoning, and therefore is consistent with SCAG’s 2024-2050 RTP/SCS and will not result in significant cumulative traffic impacts; (2) there are no approved or in-process developments (related projects) in the vicinity of the project site and the project will result in a small increase in external trips relative to existing volumes of trips on the busiest adjacent roadway (Central Avenue) and therefore the project will not result in significant cumulative noise impacts; (3) the construction-related and operational daily air quality emissions associated with the project would not exceed the SCAQMD’s recommended thresholds and therefore would not be cumulatively considerable ;(4) the project and any related projects in the area would be required to implement stormwater BMPs pursuant to the Urban Stormwater Management Plans and therefore regulatory compliance by the project and other projects would result in less than significant cumulative water quality impacts; and (5) the project’s consistency with the General Plan will not result in significant new demand for utilities or public services, and thus there will be no significant cumulative impacts associated with utilities or public services. There are no unusual circumstances that would result in a significant impact on the environment. The project will not cause damage to scenic resources, including trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or other features, as the site is not located within or adjacent to a designated scenic highway. The project is not located on a hazardous waste site or any other site listed under Government Code Section 65962.5. The project will not result in significant adverse impacts to historical resources, as no historical resources are present at the site, and none are defined by CEQA
As such, the project is exempt from CEQA and no additional environmental review is required.

	10. Lead Agency Contact Person:
	Silvia Gutiérrez, Senior Planner 

	Telephone:
	909-625-9435

	11. If filed by applicant: Attach Preliminary Exemption Assessment (Form “A”) before filing.
12. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	13. Was a public hearing held by the Lead Agency to consider the exemption?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, the date of the public hearing was: March 10, 2024


[image: image1.png]



Signature:_ _________________________________        Date:_3/12/2025______________    Title:__________________________
 ⁭  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signed by Lead Agency            ⁭  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signed by Applicant
	Date Received for Filing:       

	

	(Clerk Stamp Here)
	


Authority cited:  Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

	Notice of Exemption
	
	FORM “B”




