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SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Bald Eagle

Non-BCC

Vulnerable

Belding's

Savannah

Sparrow

BCC - BCR

Bullock's Oriole

BCC - BCR

California Gull

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Clark's Grebe

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Lawrence's

Goldfinch

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Marbled Godwit

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Northern

Harrier

BCC - BCR

Santa Barbara

Song Sparrow

BCC - BCR

Tricolored

Blackbird

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Western Grebe

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Willet

BCC Rangewide

(CON)

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory

birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all

birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds

are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in the area, identifying the

locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure.
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To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding in your project area, view the Probability of

Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits may be advisable depending on the type of activity

you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my specified

location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other

species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge

Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science

datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid

cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because

they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a

particular vulnerability to offshore activities or development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. It

is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially

present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially

occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by

the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and

citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes

available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret

them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering,

migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look at the range maps

provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each bird in your results. If a bird

on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur in your

project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds

elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their

range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin

Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in

the continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either

because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in
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offshore areas from certain types of development or activities (e.g. offshore energy development or

longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, in

particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of

rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and

minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and

groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data

Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to

you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird model results files underlying the portal

maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird

Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the

year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional

information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study and the nanotag studies or contact

Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating

the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of birds of

priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for identifying what other

birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds

potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be aware this report provides the "probability of

presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that overlap your project; not your exact project footprint.

On the graphs provided, please also look carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar)

and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key

component. If the survey effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more

dependable. In contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack

of certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for identifying

what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might be there, and if they

might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you know what to look for to

confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement conservation measures to avoid or

minimize potential impacts from your project activities, should presence be confirmed. To learn more

about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell me about conservation measures I can implement to

avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.
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Facilities

National Wildlife Refuge lands

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must

undergo a 'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the

individual Refuges to discuss any questions or concerns.

There are no refuge lands at this location.

Fish hatcheries

There are no fish hatcheries at this location.

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory

(NWI)
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to

update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to

determine the actual extent of wetlands on site.

This location overlaps the following wetlands:

FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND

PEM1Kx

FRESHWATER POND

PUSKx

PUSAx
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NOTE: This initial screening does not replace an on-site delineation to determine whether

wetlands occur. Additional information on the NWI data is provided below.

Data limitations

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level

information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of

high altitude imagery. Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A

margin of error is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular

site may result in revision of the wetland boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image

analysts, the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work

conducted. Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any

mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There

may be occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted

on the map and the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of

aerial imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or

submerged aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and

nearshore coastal waters. Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also

been excluded from the inventory. These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe

wetlands in a different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or

products of this inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local

government or to establish the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies.

Persons intending to engage in activities involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should

seek the advice of appropriate Federal, state, or local agencies concerning specified agency regulatory

programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities.

A full description for each wetland code can be found at the National Wetlands Inventory

website
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Appendix A3-1. Special-Status Wildlife Potential to Occur 

Nitrate Pipeline Project and Shalane Tank Alignment Project A3-2-1 ESA / D202300324.00 
Initial Study/Mitigation Negative Declaration  March 2025 

Preliminary − Subject to Revision 

SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR 

Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Sensitivity 
Status 

Preferred Habitat/Known Elevational 
Range 

Presence/Potential to Occur within 
Biological Study Area 

Insects 
Crotch’s bumble 
bee 
Bombus crotchii 

---/SCE Open grassland and scrub habitats that 
support potential nectar sources such as 
plants within the Fabaceae, Apocynaceae, 
Asteraceae, Lamiaceae, and 
Boraginaceae families. 

Low. The disturbed and non-native grass and 
forb vegetation present within the study area 
provides little opportunity for this species forage 
and/or build nests. Additionally, this species has 
not been documented within 5 miles of the 
study area. 

Reptiles 
Bakersfield 
legless lizard 
Anniella grinnellii 

--/SSC Warm, moist and friable soils in sparsely 
vegetated areas (e.g. scrub) for burrowing.  

Low. Suitable scrub habitat does not exist 
within the study area and this species is known 
to occur within 5 miles of the study area. 

blunt-nosed 
leopard lizard 
Gambelia sila 

FE/SE, FP, 
SSC 

Scattered in undeveloped lands of the San 
Joaquin Valley and Coast Range foothills. 
This species prefers to inhabit open, 
sparsely vegetated areas of low relief on 
the San Joaquin Valley floor. The most 
important aspect of any potential habitat is 
sparse vegetation. Found in association 
with other burrowing animals. Known to 
occur in valley and foothill grassland, 
chenopod scrub, iodine bush grassland 
and flats. 

Low. The study area is situated within and 
surrounded by residential development, apart 
from, fragmented patches of disturbed grass 
and forb vegetation and/or various forms of 
commercial agriculture isolated from contiguous 
habitat. The species was observed in 2006 
within non-native grassland within 1 mile of the 
study area; however, this observation was 
made within contiguous habitat, not available 
within the study area.  

Birds 
burrowing owl 
Athene 
cunicularia 

BCC/SSC Inhabits coastal prairie, coastal scrub, 
Great Basin scrub, Mojavean desert 
scrub, Sonoran desert scrub, annual and 
perennial grasslands, bare ground, and 
disturbed habitats characterized by low-
growing vegetation. A subterranean nester 
dependent upon burrowing mammals, 
particularly the California ground squirrel. 

Low. The study area is situated within and 
surrounded by residential development, apart 
from small, fragmented patches of disturbed 
grass and forb vegetation and/or various forms 
of commercial agriculture isolated from 
contiguous habitat. Small fossorial mammal 
burrows of the appropriate size were observed 
at one location in the study area, but this area 
was inspected and no sign of usage by 
burrowing owls, such as pellets, feathers, or 
white wash, was detected.   

Mammals 
American 
badger 
Taxidea taxus 

--/SSC Found in a variety of habitats, including 
alkali marsh, desert wash, Great Basin 
scrub, marsh and swamp, meadow and 
seep, Mojavean desert scrub, riparian 
scrub, riparian woodland, valley and 
foothill grassland. Most abundant in drier 
open stages of moist shrub, forest, and 
herbaceous habitats, with friable soils. 
Needs sufficient food, friable soils, and 
open, uncultivated ground to dig burrows. 
Preys on burrowing rodents. 

Low. The study area is situated within and 
surrounded by residential development, apart 
from small, fragmented patches of disturbed 
grass and forb vegetation and/or various forms 
of commercial agriculture isolated from 
contiguous habitat. Small fossorial mammal 
burrows were observed at one location in the 
study area, but they did not exhibit the 
appropriate morphology to support badger. No 
burrows were observed elsewhere within the 
study area.   

San Joaquin kit 
fox 
Vulpes macrotis 
mutica 

FE/ST San Joaquin kit foxes occur in several San 
Joaquin Valley native plant communities. 
In the southernmost portion of the range, 
these communities include valley sink 
scrub, valley saltbush scrub, upper 
Sonoran subshrub scrub, and annual 
grassland. 

Low. The study area is situated within and 
surrounded by residential development, apart 
from small, fragmented patches of disturbed 
grass and forb vegetation and/or various forms 
of commercial agriculture isolated from 
contiguous habitat. Small fossorial mammal 
burrows were observed at one location in the 
study area, but they did not exhibit the 
appropriate morphology to support kit fox. No 
burrows were observed elsewhere within the 
study area.   



Appendix A3-1. Special-Status Wildlife Potential to Occur 

Nitrate Pipeline Project and Shalane Tank Alignment Project A3-2-2 ESA / D202300324.00 
Initial Study/Mitigation Negative Declaration  March 2025 

Preliminary − Subject to Revision 

Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Sensitivity 
Status 

Preferred Habitat/Known Elevational 
Range 

Presence/Potential to Occur within 
Biological Study Area 

SOURCE: California Department of Fish and Wildlife. RareFind 5. California Natural Diversity Database. Database was queried for special status 
species records in the Lamont USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle and eight surrounding quadrangles including Oildale, Oil Center, Rio Bravo Ranch, 
Gosford, Edison, Conner, Weed Patch, and Arvin.  
KEY: 
Federal Listings 
FE = Listed as endangered under the FESA 
FT = Listed as threatened under the FESA 
FCE = Candidate for endangered listing under the FESA 
BCC = Birds of Conservation Concern (USFWS) 
State Listings 
SE = Listed as endangered under the CESA 
ST= Listed as threatened under the CESA 
SCE = Candidate for endangered listing under the CESASSC = Species of Special Concern (CDFW) 
WL = Watch List (CDFW) 
FP = Fully Protected (CDFW) 
CNDDB Element Rankings 
S1 = Less than 6 element occurrences (EOs) or 1,000 individuals or less than 2,000 acres (S1.1 very threatened, S1.2 threatened, S1.3 no current 

threats known) 
S2 = 6-20 EOs or 1,000-3,000 individuals or 2,000-10,000 acres (S2.1 very threatened, S2.2 threatened, S2.3 no current threats known) 
S3 = 21-100 EOs or 3,000-10,000 individuals or 10,000-50,000 acres (S3.1 very threatened, S3.2 threatened, S3.3 no current threats known) 
S4 = Apparently secure; this rank is clearly lower than S3 but factors exist to cause some concerns; i.e., there is some threat, or somewhat narrow 

habitat. 
? = indicates some uncertainty. 
SA = CDFW Special Animal 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Julio Quair, Chairperson 
Chumash Council of Bakersfield 
729 Texas Street  
Bakersfield, CA, 93307 
chumashtribe@sbcglobal.net 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear Chairperson Julio Quair,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Chumash Council of 
Bakersfield has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a 
request a consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

 

mailto:chumashtribe@sbcglobal.net


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Chumash 
Council of Bakersfield ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of 
receiving your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Chumash Council of Bakersfield may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Gabe Frausto, Chairman 
Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation 
P.O. Box 40653  
Santa Barbara, CA, 93140 
fraustogabriel28@gmail.com 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear Chairman Gabe Frausto,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Coastal Band of the Chumash 
Nation has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a request a 
consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

 

mailto:fraustogabriel28@gmail.com


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Coastal Band 
of the Chumash Nation ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of 
receiving your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Robert Robinson, Chairperson 
Kern Valley Indian Community 
P.O. Box 1010  
Lake Isabella, CA, 93240 
bbutterbredt@gmail.com 
 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
Dear Chairperson Robert Robinson,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Kern Valley Indian 
Community has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a 
request a consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

 

mailto:bbutterbredt@gmail.com


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Kern Valley 
Indian Community ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of 
receiving your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Kern Valley Indian Community may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Delia Dominguez, Chairperson 
Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians 
115 Radio Street  
Bakersfield, CA, 93305 
fraustogabriel28@gmail.com 
 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear Chairman Delia Dominguez,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon 
Indians has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a request a 
consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

mailto:fraustogabriel28@gmail.com


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Kitanemuk & 
Yowlumne Tejon Indians ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of 
receiving your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Wendy Teeter, Cultural Resources Archaeologist 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
100 Via Juana Road  
Santa Ynez, CA, 93460 
wteeter@chumash.gov 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear Cultural Resources Archaeologist Wendy Teeter,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a 
request a consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

 

mailto:wteeter@chumash.gov


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Indians ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days 
of receiving your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Nakia Zavalla, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
100 Via Juana Road  
Santa Ynez, CA, 93460 
nzavalla@chumash.gov 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Nakia Zavalla,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a 
request a consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

mailto:nzavalla@chumash.gov


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Indians ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days 
of receiving your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Candice Garza, CRM Scheduler 
Tejon Indian Tribe 
4941 David Road  
Bakersfield, CA, 93307 
cgarza@tejonindiantribe-nsn.gov 
 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear CRM Scheduler Candice Garza,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Tejon Indian Tribe has any 
knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a request a consultation with 
ENCSD regarding this project. 

 

mailto:cgarza@tejonindiantribe-nsn.gov


Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Tejon Indian 
Tribe ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of receiving your 
request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Tejon Indian Tribe may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

January 10, 2025 

Robert Gomez, Chairperson 
Tubatulabals of Kern Valley 
P.O. Box 833  
Weldon, CA, 93283 

Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 
Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

Dear Chairperson Robert Gomez, 

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Tubatulabals of Kern Valley 
has any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a request a 
consultation with ENCSD regarding this project. 



Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Tubatulabals 
of Kern Valley ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of receiving 
your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Tubatulabals of Kern Valley may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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East Niles Community Services District 
1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

P.O. Box 6038, Bakersfield, CA 93386 
Phone: (661) 871-2011 

Fax: (661) 871-2356 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
December 20, 2024 
 
Joey Garfield, Tribal Archaeologist  
Tule River Indian Tribe  
P.O. Box 589 
Porterville, CA, 93258 
joey.garfield@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: East Niles Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank 

Alignment Project, Kern County, California, Tribal Cultural Resources 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, AB 52 Formal Notification 
of Decision to Undertake a Project and Notification of Consultation 
Opportunity Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 

 
 
Dear Tribal Archaeologist Joey Garfield,  

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act Review (CEQA), the East 
Niles Community Services District (ENCSD) has decided to undertake the proposed East Niles 
Community Service District Nitrate Pipeline and Shalane Tank Alignment Project (Project).  
Please find below a description of the proposed Project and the name of our Project point of 
contact, pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.3.1 (d).  Figures showing the proposed 
Project vicinity and location (Figures 1) and Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2) are attached.  
 

Project Description 

The ENCSD was formed in 1954 to provide water treatment and distribution to unincorporated 
areas of Kern County and portions of the City of Bakersfield. The District currently operates a 
water system that uses surface and groundwater to provide potable water for approximately 
32,500 people. The water from Well 21 has occasionally exceeded the nitrate MCL of 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L).  The District seeks to blend water from Well 21 with water from its 
Morning Drive tank to reduce the overall nitrate concentration below the regulated MCL.  The 
project proposes to install a 12-inch underground pipeline between its Morning Drive tank site 
and its Well 21 site to facilitate blending.  The project will also install segments of the Shalane 
Tank pipeline for future connection between the District’s Morning Drive tank and future Shalane 
tank. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Land Files (SLF) was 
completed in October of 2023, and the results were negative for the project area.  However, the 
absence of specific site information does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in 
the project area.  The District is contacting you to determine if the Tule River Indian Tribe has 
any knowledge of tribal cultural resources in the project area or wishes a request a consultation 
with ENCSD regarding this project. 
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Project Contact Information and to Request Consultation  

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.3, you have 30 days from the 
receipt of this letter to request, in writing, a consultation with ENCSD.  Should the Tule River 
Indian Tribe  ask for a consultation, ENCSD will begin the process within 30 days of receiving 
your request.  
 
To request consultation under AB 52 for the proposed Project, please submit your letter to: 
 
Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
P.O. Box 6038 
Bakersfield, CA 93386 
truiz@eastnilescsd.org 
 
We understand that consultation is a private and ongoing process; we would appreciate any 
input the Tule River Indian Tribe may have on the proposed Project. 
 

Very Respectfully,  

 

 

Timothy P. Ruiz, PE 
General Manager 
East Niles Community Services District 
 
Attachment: Figures 1 – 2 
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