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Summary Form for Electronic Document Submittal Form F

Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 2025030381

Project Title: Almond Acres

Lead Agency: City of Soledad

Contact Name: /Ariana Mora

Email: amora@cityofsoledad.gov Phone Number: 831-223-5020

Project Location: _S°ledad Monterey
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The City of Soledad received an application for a residential subdivision called Almond Acres, located at a 12.46 acre lot
(APN 022-281-005) between Cedar and Orchard Lane. The proposal (TSM 2024-01) includes dividing the site into three
parcels and creating a 55-lot single-family subdivision. Parcel A (3.32 acres) would retain the existing mobile home park;
Parcel B (0.38 acres) would feature a new 12-unit apartment building; and Parcel C (0.41 acres) would be used for
stormwater improvements. The remaining 5.31 acres would contain the single-family lots, with 3.06 acres dedicated to
new internal roads. Forty-seven lots would be 4,250 sq ft or smaller, and eight would range from 4,500-7,358 sq ft. In
total, 67 residential units are proposed. The City prepared an Initial Study and found all environmental impacts to be less
than significant or mitigable—except for Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), which was deemed significant and unavoidable.
As a result, an EIR focusing solely on VMT impacts is required to disclose those impacts and evaluate project
alternatives.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

This Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been prepared to address the project's significant and unavoidable
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) impact, as identified in the Initial Study. For the VMT analysis, the City of Soledad used the
citywide area as the “region” to calculate average VMT per capita. This approach was selected due to Soledad’s rural
location and distance from other urbanized communities. Based on this, the impact threshold was set at 15% below the
existing citywide VMT per capita. According to the AMBAG model, Soledad’s current average home-based VMT per
capita is 13.2. Therefore, a project would have a significant impact if it generates more than 11.2 VMT per capita per day.
The proposed project is expected to generate 12.7 VMT per capita per day—exceeding the threshold and resulting in a
significant impact. A reduction of 11.7% in VMT would be necessary to bring the impact below the threshold. Because
the project does not include design features or mitigation measures sufficient to achieve this reduction, and the impact
cannot be lessened through uniformly applied policies or regulations, the VMT impact is considered significant and
unavoidable. As a result, the City Council will be required to adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations to approve
the project.

Revised September 2011



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife




