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PROJECT TITLE: Storm Damage Repair and Restoration of Stockponds D2, D5, H6, K3, and Ml within 

the Los Vaqueros Watershed - FEMA 4683 

PROJECT LOCATION AND ACCESS: This project occurs in the Los Vaqueros Watershed on property 

owned by CCWD, at five stockponds. The project sites can be accessed through gravel or dirt access 

road off of Walnut Blvd to the north or off of Los Vaqueros Road to the south. All project sites are in 
unincorporated Contra Costa County. See Figure 1 for a vicinity map and Figures 2-6 for project 

footprint maps. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

CCWD proposes to restore the dam embankments and habitats of Ponds Ml, D2, K3, D5, and H6, all of 
which were damaged by the 2023 winter storms. CCWD will also improve the existing earthen 

spillways or culvert spillways at each of these ponds to meet the 25-year storm event. The purpose of 

this project is to restore the damaged pond habitats and enhance spillways so that these habitats are 
more resilient to future storm events. See Figure 1 for a map of pond locations at the Los Vaqueros 
Watershed. 

Prior to the start of construction, ponds holding water will need to have water drained using screened 
pumps prior to construction. Drained pond water will be placed in the intermittent streams located 

downstream of each pond. Low permeability soil (clay) that is similar to the existing dam 
embankments will be imported to each of the pond sites and compacted to restore breached 

embankments. The imported fill will need to be benched into the existing pond embankments at the 
site of erosion scars. This will require an approximate maximum depth of excavation of 3 feet below 

grade under the dams. Below is a description of existing conditions and proposed repairs at each of 
the five ponds. 

Pond Ml: During the 2023 storm event, Pond Ml's earthen spillway failed to direct overflow water 

away from the pond dam face due to sedimentation from an adjacent steep hillside that raised the 

elevation of the spillway over time. As a result, water overtopped the dam face and formed an erosion 

scar. As an emergency measure following the 2023 storm event, CCWD recontoured the earthen 
spillway and laid visqueen and sandbags over the erosion scar. CCWD proposes to: 

• Repair the erosion scar with approximately 70 cubic yards of imported engineered fill and

recompact the area.
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