


NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: Office of Planning and Research From: TRC Companies

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 707 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 3250
Sacramento, CA 95812 Los Angeles, CA 90017
County Clerk of San Benito

1601 Lana Way
Hollister, CA 95023

Project Title: New Idria Road Bridge over Larious Creek

Project Applicant: County of San Benito Department of Public Works

Project Location — Specific: New Idria Road is rural collector located in the southeastern
portion of San Benito County. The project location is 15.9 miles south of the intersection of
Panoche Road and New Idria Road. See Appendix A.

Project Location — City: Panoche Project Location — County: San Benito

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The site has experienced
flooding and has gone through several washouts in recent years. The County has made
emergency repairs each time it has washed out. The current crossing over Larious Creek consists
of two 10-foot diameter pipe culverts installed by the County in September 2024. Historical
aerial imagery suggests the last bridge at the site was built between 1947 and 1958, the
abutments of which are in the fill slopes of the roadway embankment. See Attachment D of
Appendix C for Site Photos. The County of San Benito Department of Public Works proposes to
construct a new bridge on the existing alignment of New Idria Road over Larious Creek.

The new structure will be a 95-foot-long single span bridge and have a total bridge width of 27
feet 6 inches. The abutments will be of a seat-type, supported on 18—24-inch piles. The
beneficiaries of the Project include the County of San Benito and members of the community
who utilize New Idria Road.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of San Benito Resource Management
Agency

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Steve Loupe
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Exempt Status:

__ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268)

__Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a))
___ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c))
__ Common Sense Exemption (Sec. 15061(b)(3))

X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 2 Section 15302; Section
15300.2

__Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

X Other: 23 CFR 771.117(a); 771.117(d)(3)

Reasons why project is exempt:

Class 2 /15302

-Class 2 consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the
new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and will have
substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced.

-This project is exempt from CEQA because the bridge replacement will be located on the same
site and will have the same purpose and capacity. The project would not result in a significant
cumulative effect on environmental, historical, or scenic resources.

23 CFR 771.117(a); 771.117(d)(3)

-(a) Categorical exclusions (CEs) are actions which do not individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human environment, and which have been found to have no such effect
in procedures adopted by a federal agency in implementation of these regulations, and, based on
past experience with similar actions, do not involve significant environmental impacts.

-(d) Additional actions which meet the criteria for a CE in the CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1508.4)
and paragraph (a) of this section may be designated as CEs only after Administration approval.
Examples of such actions include but are not limited to:

(3) Bridge rehabilitation, reconstruction or replacement or the construction of grade separation to
replace existing at-grade railroad crossings.

-This bridge replacement project is exempt from CEQA because it involves actions which: do
not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area, do not require the
relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural,
cultural, recreational, historic or other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or water
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quality impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; and do not otherwise, either
individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts.

Section 15300.2 Exceptions
Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines, Exceptions, provides conditions under which

categorical exemptions are inapplicable. Review of this Project indicates that it would not violate
any of the exceptions, as described below:

1. The Project will occur in certain specified sensitive environments or locations;

This Project replaces an existing bridge and is not considered a sensitive environment or
location. The surrounding uses are zoned as AR, Agricultural Rangeland. The new bridge will be
located over the Larious Creek, which is a seasonal stream. Based on the nature of the site, field
visits, and a desktop due diligence review, a 401 certification, 404 permit, and LSA agreement
will be required before construction begins. Based on biological surveys conducted at the Project
Site, Biological Resource Protection Measures will be put in place during and following project
construction; See Appendix B. Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizards were not detected during field
surveys over 17 days; See Appendix C.

2. Cumulative impacts will be considerable because successive projects of the same type
will occur at the same place over time;

The Project will not be expected to result in significant cumulative environmental impacts.
Because a bridge is already in place, it is anticipated that smaller projects such as routine
maintenance activities and upgrades will occur on the bridge in the future.

3. There is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the
environment due to unusual circumstances;

There are no known unusual circumstances that will have a significant effect on the environment.
The removal of trees is not anticipated as part of the proposed scope of work. If vegetation
removal is scheduled to occur between February 1 and August 31, a nesting bird survey would
be performed prior to removal activities. Compliance with County specifications will ensure
there is not a reasonable possibility that the Project will have a significant effect on the
environment due to unforeseen circumstances.

4. The Project may result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to trees,
historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources within a highway officially
designated as a scenic highway;

There are no scenic or similar resources within or near the Project area.

5. The Project is located on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section
65962.5 of the Government Code;
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The Project Site does not contain any Open Sites as listed on the State Water Resources Control
Board’s GeoTracker website and was not listed on the Department of Toxic Substances Control
Board’s Envirostor website. Therefore, the Project will have no impacts related to being located
on a hazardous waste site.

6. The Project may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource.

Nothing in the Project Area and a half-mile radius is listed on the California Register of
Historical Resources, or the California Built Environment Resource Directory (BERD), or the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The Sacred Lands File (SLF) search conducted by
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) were negative for Tribal cultural

resources. The crossing is recommended as ineligible for inclusion on the NRHP. The project is

not anticipated to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource
as defined in 36 CFR 800.5(a)(1). See Appendix D.

Lead Agency Contact Person: %\/& L&(j f%

Phone and Email: @ D 2004 F gleu%@{auu“‘ls@w uulﬁcq . 3011
Signature: %W Date: ’77/4'/7,? Title: ?ubl/'& Ldo{{éé

%Signed by Lead Agency A’dM.I w'ﬁ{msbl/

__Signed by Applicant

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes / No

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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Appendix A: Site Map
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Appendix B: Biological Resource Protection Measures
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34 Biological Resource Protection Measures | New Idria Road Bridge Replacement Project 2

The County of San Benito plans to replace a bridge along New Idria Road over Larious Creek in southeastern San Benito
County, California. To protect special-status species during construction, we recommend implementing the following

Biological Resource Protection Measures:

BIO-1. Worker Environmental Awareness Training

® A Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) shall be implemented to train all construction personnel to
recognize and protect biological resources on the project site. The WEAP training shall include a review of
sensitive biological resources and special-status species, their legal status and protections, and avoidance
measures. The WEAP training shall inform personnel of the appropriate actions to take if a special-status species
is detected, including work stoppage and consultation with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
and United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

BlIO-2. Best Management Practices

® All areas of disturbance shall remain within the project boundaries. Vehicle traffic and construction activities
outside of the project boundaries are prohibited.

®  Spoil storage sites shall not be located within the stream, or where spoil will be washed into the stream. Rock,
gravel, and/or other materials shall not be imported into or moved within the bed or banks of the stream.

® Al disturbed soils on the project site shall be stabilized to reduce erosion potential, both during and following
construction. Temporary erosion control devices, such as straw bales, silt fencing, and sandbags, may be used,
as appropriate, to prevent siltation of the stream.

®  To prevent entrapment of wildlife during construction, avoid using monofilament plastic for erosion control and
cover all steep-walled holes, excavations, or trenches more than two feet deep at the close of each workday with
plywood or similar materials; fill all voids and holes beneath the material to prevent wildlife from entering them.
Alternatively, install one or more escape ramps in the excavations or trenches constructed of earth fill or wood
planks at an angle no greater than 45 degrees. Before filling any holes or trenches, inspect them thoroughly for
the presence of trapped animals. If any animals are found, they shall be allowed to leave on their own. If
California tiger salamander, San Joaquin kit fox, or any other special-status species is found, work activities shall

be halted and the CDFW and the USFWS shall be contacted immediately.

® Al pipes, culverts or similar structures greater than 4 inches in diameter stored on the construction site shall be

capped or inspected daily for nesting birds, San Joaquin kit fox, or other wildlife.

®  Construction personnel shall inspect below staged equipment and parked vehicles for wildlife presence prior to
moving.

® A speed limit of 15 miles per hour within the project boundaries shall be maintained by all vehicles and equipment.

® Trash and food waste shall be deposited in closed containers and removed daily to avoid attracting wildlife.

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024



EQ Biological Resource Protection Measures | New Idria Road Bridge Replacement Project 3
&

Personnel shall be prohibited from feeding wildlife and bringing pets (excluding service animals) to the project

site.

Intentionally killing or collecting any wildlife species is prohibited.

BIO-3. Protect Crotch’s Bumble Bee

To protect Crotch’s bumble bee, a qualified biologist shall survey the work area within one year prior to ground
disturbing activities. Surveys should be conducted during the flying season (1 March to 1 September). If an
individual is observed, project activities shall not occur until the animal has left the work area of its own volition.
If a nest is observed, no project activities shall occur until a plan to protect Crotch’s bumble bee, including over-

wintering queens, has been submitted to CDFW and approved in writing by CDFW.

BlO-4. Protect California Tiger Salamander

Work should be postponed if the chance of rain is greater than 70% based on the National Weather Service
forecast or within 48 hours following a rain event greater than 0.1 inch. If work must occur during these conditions,
an approved biologist will conduct a clearance sweep of work areas prior to the start of work to confirm California

tiger salamander (CTS) is not in the work area.

Work will be avoided during or after significant rainfall; no work will be conducted if a rain event of 0.25 inches or
greater in a 24-hour period occurs. For work conducted during the CTS migration season (November 1 to May
31), a qualified biologist will survey active work areas (including access roads) in the morning following measurable
precipitation, and work will not proceed until the qualified biologist confirms CTS is not present. Construction may
resume after precipitation ceases, a drying-out period of 48 hours is observed, and a qualified biologist inspects

all work areas to verify CTS is not present.

If an unpredicted rainfall event commences while construction activities are in progress, all work activities will be
suspended, and equipment and personnel will be demobilized. Equipment may be moved to a designated staging
area until work is allowed to resume. The designated area will be a hard surface devoid of small mammal

burrows.

BIO-5. Protect Nesting Birds

To the extent practicable, construction shall be scheduled to avoid the nesting season, which extends from

February through August.

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024



Protection Measures | New Idria Road Bridge Replacement Project 4

If it is not possible to schedule construction between September and January, pre-construction surveys for nesting
birds shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to ensure that no active nests will be disturbed during the
implementation of the Proposed Action. A pre-construction survey shall be conducted no more than 14 days prior
to the initiation of construction activities. During this survey, the qualified biologist shall inspect all potential nest
substrates in and immediately adjacent to the impact areas. If an active nest is found close enough to the
construction area to be disturbed by these activities, the qualified biologist shall determine the extent of a
construction-free buffer to be established around the nest. If work cannot proceed without disturbing the nesting
birds, work may need to be halted or redirected to other areas until nesting and fledging are completed or the

nest has otherwise failed for non-construction related reasons.

BIO-6. Protect San Joaquin Kit Fox

To protect San Joaquin kit fox, a qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction survey within 30 days prior
to the start of construction to identify any potential dens (burrows with openings > 4 inches in diameter) in suitable
land cover. If potential dens are present, their disturbance and destruction shall be avoided. If potential dens
are in the proposed work area and cannot be avoided during construction, a qualified biologist shall determine if
the dens are occupied. If unoccupied, the qualified biologist will remove these dens by hand excavating them in
accordance with USFWS procedures found in U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Standardized Recommendations for
Protection of the Endangered San Joaquin Kit Fox Prior or During Ground Disturbance (2011). When occupied or
potentially occupied dens are adjacent to the work area, exclusion zones shall be implemented following USFWS
procedures. Exclusion zones shall be determined based on the type of den and current use: Potential Den—50
feet; Known Den—100 feet; Natal or Pupping Den—to be determined on a case-by-case basis in coordination

with USFWS and CDFW.
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Executive Summary

The County of San Benito proposes to replace the bridge on New Idria Road over
Larious Creek in southeastern San Benito County, California. The 3-acre project
site is between State Route 25 and Interstate 5, approximately 26 miles
southwest of Mendota.

The project site provides habitat for the endangered blunt-nosed Leopard lizard
(Gambelia sila). Carrying out the project will remove habitat for this species.
Therefore, to determine whether the species is present on the project site and
help avoid or minimize impacts to it during project construction, protocol
surveys were conducted for blunt-nosed leopard Lizard during the 2024 survey
season.

Following the protocol involved conducting surveys over 17 days, 12 during the
optimal active period for adult lizards (15 April — 15 July) and five during the
optimal active period for juveniles (15 August — 30 September). Blunt-nosed
Leopard lizard was not detected during the surveys.

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024
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1.0 Introduction

The County of San Benito proposes to replace a washed-out bridge along New
Idria Road over Larious Creek in southeastern San Benito County, California (the
Project). The 3-acre Project site is at latitude 36.459840°N, longitude -
120.701349°W, between State Route 25 and Interstate 5, approximately 26 miles
southwest of Mendota (Figures 1 and 2). The Project site is within the current
range of the federally and state-listed as endangered and state fully protected
blunt-nosed leopard lizard (Gambelia sila). The land cover on the Project site
(which included annual grassland, a streambed, and a road), represents habitat
for the species (Figure 2). To determine the potential presence of blunt-nosed
leopard lizard on or near the Project site and therefore avoid or minimize impacts
to the species, protocol surveys were conducted during the 2024 survey season
before the start of construction.

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024
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Figure 1. Project site vicinity map.
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New | Idria Road

Source: World Imagery Basemap (Esri et al. 2023).

Figure 2. Project site map.
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2.0 Methods

One level I (S. Doria) and one Level | (C. Reid) blunt-nosed leopard lizard surveyor
conducted protocol surveys for blunt-nosed Leopard lizard on the Project site and
a surrounding 50-foot buffer (Appendix A, Figure 3). Surveys were conducted in
accordance with the established protocol for projects resulting in habitat removal
(CDFW 2019, Appendix B). The protocol required surveys over 17 days, 12 during
the optimal active period for adult lizards (15 April — 15 July) and five during the
optimal active period for juveniles (15 August — 30 September). The surveyors
walked parallel transects across the entire Project site in a manner that ensured
thorough visual coverage. The Project site and a surrounding 50-foot buffer were
scanned periodically with the aid of 10 x 42 binoculars. Survey start and stop
times, air temperatures, wind speeds, cloud cover, and lizard species observed
were recorded during each survey, and photographs were taken to document land
cover and site conditions. As blunt-nosed leopard lizard requires small mammal
burrows for temperature regulation, cover, and nesting, small mammal burrows in
the survey area were mapped before surveys were conducted. In accordance with
the protocol for projects in San Benito County, the Carrizo Plain Ecological
Reserve on the Elkhorn Plain was visited before conducting surveys at the Project
site to verify blunt-nosed leopard lizard activity in the region.

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024
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Source: World Imagery Basemap (Esri et al. 2023).

Figure 3. Survey area map.
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3.0 Results

The survey area consisted of annual grassland, a streambed, and a dirt road
(Figures 4-6). A total of 25 small mammal burrows were found and mapped in the
survey area (Figure 7). Visiting the Carrizo Plain Ecological Reserve on the
Elkhorn Plain on 1 May 2024 confirmed blunt-nosed leopard lizard activity, with
more than 10 adults observed. Twelve surveys were conducted during the adult
optimal survey period (15 April—15 July), and five surveys were conducted during
the hatchling and sub-adult optimal survey period (15 August—-30 September).
Air temperatures were in the optimal range of 77-95°F, cloud cover remained
below the 90% threshold, and wind speed remained below 10 miles per hour (Table
1) as required by the protocol (CDFW 2019). Common side-blotched lizard (Uta
stansburiana) was the only lizard species observed during the surveys (Table 1).

Figure 4. Photograph of annual grassland on the Project site.
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Figure 6. Photograph of New Idria Road at the bridge washout over Larious Creek.
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Figure 7. Burrow distribution map.
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Table 1. Survey results.

Time Air Temp' Wind? Cloud
Uta* WW?> BNLL®
Start Stop Start Stop Start Stop Cover?®

Adult Surveys

05/02/2024 | 1030 | 1130 | 78 83 0 1 0 0 0 0
05/07/2024 | 1045 | 1135 | 78 86 1 2 0 0 0 0
05/08/2024 | 945 | 1040 | 77 81 2 L) 0 0 0 0
05/09/2024 | 920 | 1020 | 79 81 2 0 0 1 0 0
05/10/2024 | 905 | 1010 | 80 85 1 0 0 0 0 0
05/13/2024 | 835 938 77 86 0 0 0 0 0 0
05/14/2024 | 825 | 925 77 87 0 0 0 0 0 0
05/15/2024 | 820 | 920 77 87 0 0 0 0 0 0
06/25/2024 | 800 | 900 86 93 3 1 0 0 0 0
06/26/2024 | 800 | 900 85 90 0 0 0 0 0 0
06/27/2024 | 800 | 900 77 84 0 1 0 0 0 0
06/28/2024 | 800 | 900 77 79 1 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile Surveys

08/15/2024 | 805 | 905 82 91 2 0 0 1 0 0
08/16/2024 | 810 | 910 77 80 0 1 0 1 0 0
09/06/2024 | 0800 | 855 77 86 1 1 0 0 0 0
09/20/2024 | 0850 | 0935 | 77 81 0 2 0 0 0 0
09/23/2024 | 0820 | 0900 | 77 79 0 1 0 0 0 0

1Fahrenheit, 2miles per hour, 3percent, *Common side-blotched lizard (Uta stansburiana), SWestern whiptail
(Aspidoscelis tigris), éBlunt-nosed leopard lizard (Gambelia sila).

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024
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4.0 Discussion

Blunt-nosed leopard lizard was not detected during protocol surveys in the survey
area for the New Idria Road Bridge Replacement Project. Therefore, no further
action is warranted regarding this species at this location during the anticipated
work schedule. However, if work is delayed beyond one year from the date these
surveys were completed (i.e., after 23 September 2025), new surveys should be
conducted before the start of construction (CDFW 2019).

Colibri Ecological Consulting, LLC September 2024
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Appendix A. Resumes of Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard
Surveyors.
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Education
M.S., Biology,
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B.S., Evolution, Ecology and Biodiversity
UC Davis, 2017

A.S. Biology
College of the Sequoias, 2015

Selected Professional Experience
Staff Scientist,
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Science Educator,
Fresno Discovery Center,
2021 - 2023

Animal Care Keeper,
Fresno Chaffee Zoo,
2022
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USFS, 2024
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University, Fresno, 2023.
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Stephanie L. Doria, M.S.
Staff Scientist

Stephanie is a biologist with five years of professional field
experience. As a Staff Scientist at Colibri, she conducts pre-
construction surveys, nesting bird surveys, special-status plant and
animal surveys, and botanical surveys; presents environmental
awareness trainings to work crews; monitors activities to ensure
environmental compliance; and prepares survey and monitoring
reports for projects throughout California. She is a Level Il blunt-
nosed Leopard lizard surveyor and has conducted more than 100 days
of surveys for the species.

While working with the United States Forest Service, Stephanie
surveyed for Armillaria species, spruce beetle, and bark beetle in
Colorado national forests and conducted hazard tree surveys. She
identified insects in the field from pheromone traps and tree damage;
developed reports on tree health and hazard assessment for
campsites; and collected spatial, quantitative, and qualitative data
following project protocols.

During her time at California State University — Fresno and
University of California — Davis, Stephanie conducted routine
surveys and radio telemetry surveys for blunt-nosed leopard lizard,
assisted with predator detection for blunt-nosed leopard lizard
using camera traps and clay models, conducted radio telemetry
surveys for salt marsh harvest mouse, and recorded vegetative data
regarding salt marsh harvest mouse habitat and diet.

Since 2023, Stephanie has monitored and surveyed for numerous
special-status species throughout the San Joaquin Valley and
Sierra Nevada. She has over 1000 hours of experience surveying and
monitoring for Yosemite toad, Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog,
California red-legged frog, foothill yellow-legged frog, California
tiger salamander, Limestone salamander, blunt-nosed leopard lizard,
giant garter snake, western pond turtle, California condor, fisher,
Sierra marten, San Joaquin antelope squirrel, San Joaquin kit fox,
Tipton kangaroo rat, and giant kangaroo rat. She is approved by the
U.S. Forest Service to conduct surveys and monitoring for Yosemite
toad and fisher in Sierra National Forest. Stephanie also completed
a basic wetlands delineation training and field practicum through the
Wetland Training Institute in 2024.

Stephanie completed a master’s degree in biology at California State
University Fresno in May 2023. Her work focused on the endangered
blunt—-nosed leopard lizard spatial Lland use in the Panoche Hills.
She has conducted over 400 hours of surveys for the species in
occupied habitat.
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B.S., Biology, California State
University, Fresno, 2022

A.S,, Biology, Fresno City, Fresno, 2019

Selected Professional Experience
Field Scientist,

Colibri Ecological Consulting,
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creid@colibri-ecology.com
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Suite 108

Fresno, CA 93730
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9493 N Fort Washington Road, Suite 108
Fresno, CA 93730
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Cameron Reid
Field Scientist

Cameron is an ecologist with about about two years of professional
experience. As a field scientist at Colibri, he conducts pre-
construction surveys, nesting bird surveys, special-status plant and
animal surveys, and botanical surveys; presents environmental
awareness trainings to work crews; monitors activities to ensure
environmental compliance; and prepares survey and monitoring
reports for projects throughout California. He has surveyed and
monitored for Crotch bumble bee, Yosemite toad, western spadefoot,
Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog, California red-legged frog,
foothill yellow-legged frog, California tiger salamander, blunt-nosed
leopard lizard, western pond turtle, burrowing owl, bald eagle,
golden eagle, peregrine falcon, fisher, Tipton kangaroo rat, giant
kangaroo rat, San Joaquin antelope squirrel, San Joaquin kit fox, and
Buena Vista Lake shrew. Cameron has also conducted desktop
reviews to identify potential impacts to biological and water
resources and associated resource protection measures as
components of the Master Special Use Permit notifications for
Southern California Edison.

Since 2023, Cameron has surveyed and monitored for special-status
species throughout the southern Sierra Nevada including in
Mariposa, Madera, Fresno, Tulare, and Kern counties. He has over
200 hours of surveying and monitoring experience in Yosemite toad
habitat in Fresno County for SCE and PG&E projects.

Cameron has conducted live trapping surveys for giant kangaroo rat
and San Joaquin antelope squirrel in Fresno and Kern counties and
has handled dozens of each species as an assistant to a permnitted
biologist. He also hand-excavated burrows of these species as a
mortality reduction mneasure. Cameron has conducted 32 days of
protocol surveys for blunt-nosed leopard lizard in Fresno, San
Benito, and Tulare counties.

During his time at Fresno City College and at California State
University — Fresno, Cameron took ecology, conservation biology,
and field-based classes that focused on species identification and
recognition in the Sierra Nevada mountains. He has volunteered with
the Boy Scouts of America to clean up parks and campgrounds to
maintain a safe environment for wildlife.

Cameron participated in a 40-hour wetlands delineation training
course through the Wetland Traning Institute in 2024.
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October 2019

Dear blunt-nosed leopard lizard surveyor,

Attached is the revised survey methodology for the blunt-nosed leopard lizard (Gambelia
sila). The protocol was developed by the Central and South Coast Regions of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) with input from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), the Bureau of Land Management, and various species experts. This
protocol supercedes previous versions of CDFW survey protocols for the blunt-nosed leopard
lizard (BNLL). The range-wide decline of population numbers in the past decade has
provided the impetus for development of a more rigorous methodology to detect species
presence. Additionally, since CDFW is not able to issue any form of take authorization for the
blunt-nosed leopard lizard due to its status as a fully protected animal pursuant to Fish and
Game Code section 5050, except as allowed in a Natural Communities Conservation Plan
under Fish and Game Code section 2800 et seq., detection of species presence on a project
site is crucial.

This standard methodology has been developed to provide consultants, local, state and
federal agencies with minimum acceptable standards for surveys conducted to determine the
status of this State and federally endangered species. The survey methods described within
this protocol were designed to optimize the likelihood of detecting the presence of blunt-
nosed leopard lizards should they occur on a project site.

When the presence of blunt-nosed leopard lizards is detected, we request that you notify the
appropriate CDFW Region (Central or South Coast Regions) Permitting and Project Review
staff for further instructions of additional information needed to assess the project’s potential
impact on the species. This will assist in expediting the review of the project and help control
the project proponent’s biological survey costs. Additionally, the USFWS should be contacted
for further advice since this is also a federally-listed species. Use of this protocol and
notification of CDFW does not exempt you from any required consultation with the USFWS.

CDFW is willing to coordinate with surveyors who have circumstances or needs not
addressed by this protocol and who may wish to propose alternative methods to comply with
State law prohibiting take of BNLL. If you have any questions or comments regarding this
methodology or if you want to propose the use of a different methodology, please contact
CDFW's Central Region Habitat Conservation Planning staff at (559) 243-4014 or South
Coast Region Habitat Conservation Planning staff at (858) 467-4201 (for Santa Barbara and
Ventura Counties).
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

APPROVED SURVEY METHODOLOGY FOR THE
BLUNT-NOSED LEOPARD LIZARD
October 2019 (Revised)

Blunt-nosed leopard lizard, Gambelia sila
STATUS: State Endangered, Federal Endangered, State fully protected

This protocol has been developed to provide a minimum level of protection for blunt-nosed
leopard lizards (BNLL) when projects or maintenance activities are scheduled to occur within
potential BNLL habitat. Disturbing activities should not proceed until appropriate surveys are
conducted to determine if the species is present on the site. Surveys conducted according to
the following protocol by qualified biologists provide a reasonable, although not conclusive,
indication of BNLL presence at a particular site and yield critical information needed to
prevent mortality and minimize impacts to the species. Individuals conducting the surveys are
expected to understand the basic biological requirements of the species and have the ability
to recognize potential BNLL habitat. This protocol satisfies the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) requirements when it is determined that formal (e.g. “Protocol Level”)
BNLL surveys are needed. [Note: This protocol is appropriate for pre-project BNLL surveys,
however, population monitoring over time on a site is best conducted using a permanent
survey grid, such as described in Tollestrup (1976).]

METHODS:

A minimum of two surveyors, walking parallel on adjacent transects, should conduct a BNLL
survey. Optimum BNLL activity periods occur when air temperature is between 25C-35C
(77F-95F) (Tollestrup 1976; USFWS 1985, 1998). Surveys must be conducted when the air
temperature falls within the optimal range. Air temperature should be measured at 1-2 cm
above the ground over a surface most representative of the area being surveyed. Surveyors
must shade the thermometer from direct sunlight while taking the reading. Surveys may begin
after 0800 hours and the minimum air temperature criterion is met and must end by 1400
hours or when the maximum temperature is reached, whichever occurs first (Tollestrup 1976;
Germano in press). Time of day and air temperature should be recorded at the start and end
of each survey. Air temperature should be periodically checked to ensure that the maximum
has not been exceeded. Other factors that affect BNLL activity, such as soil temperature
(measured at 1 cm below soil surface with a shaded thermometer) and weather conditions,
must be recorded at the start and end of each survey. Surveys should not be conducted on
overcast days (cloud cover >90%) or when sustained wind velocity exceeds 10 mph (force >3
on Beaufort wind scale) (Montanucci 1965; Tollestrup 1976; J. Vance, pers. comm.).

Surveys must be conducted on foot, and all areas with potential BNLL habitat must be
surveyed. BNLL are often difficult to detect, particularly in areas where shrubs are fairly
numerous (>30% cover) and/or the herbaceous vegetation is dense and tall (>30 cm). In
such conditions, no greater than 10-meter-wide transects should be walked at a slow pace. In
areas with few shrubs and shorter herbaceous vegetation (<10 cm), transects as wide as 20
meters are acceptable. When feasible, transects should be walked in a north-south
orientation to minimize glare from the sun. The surveyor should stop periodically and scan
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the transect for BNLL using close-focusing binoculars (minimum 7X35 magnification),
including areas surrounding the project site. In addition to recording the location of all BNLL
observed (UTM or latitude/longitude WGS84 coordinates), the presence of habitat features
important for BNLL (washes, playas, relative abundance of small mammal burrows) should
also be recorded for each transect. Streambeds, washes, roads, etc., should be walked in
addition to transect lines since BNLL are often seen in these areas.

TIMING AND LENGTH OF SURVEY:

Survey intensity should be commensurate with the anticipated level of disturbance to the
BNLL habitat. The primary concern for BNLL when disturbance occurs during maintenance
activities is direct mortality from equipment or personnel. Removal of intact BNLL habitat has
a much greater potential for take due to direct impact on animals aboveground as well as any
hibernating animals or eggs underground. A longer survey effort including both spring adult
surveys and fall hatchling surveys is therefore required for activities that cause impacts to
BNLL habitat. The more intensive survey effort increases the chances of observing the
species, even if the population is small. Once a BNLL has been observed, consultation with
CDFW must begin regarding whether surveys should continue to determine distribution within
the project site and to develop avoidance measures. If BNLL are observed incidentally while
conducting surveys for other species, specific surveys for BNLL may not be required since
presence has been established unless they are necessary to determine distribution within the
project site. Surveys will be accepted for one year from the date of completion.

SURVEYS FOR DISTURBANCES FOR MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES:

Examples of maintenance activities include grading existing roads, grass mowing on
roadsides, and maintaining existing structures (except for maintenance requiring excavation
for underground infrastructure). BNLL are active and above ground from April through
September, but optimum activity periods for adults occur between April 15 and July 15
(Montanucci 1965; Tollestrup 1979; USFWS 1985, 1998, 2010). BNLL surveys should be
conducted for a total of 8 days over the course of the 90-day time span. A minimum of 3
survey days should be conducted consecutively, with a maximum of 6 survey days completed
within any 30-day time period. Fall hatchling surveys are not required for activities in this
category.

SURVEYS FOR DISTURBANCES LEADING TO HABITAT REMOVAL.:

Examples of disturbances that impact intact habitat include establishment of new roads or
structures, solar development, oil development, residential development, changes in land use
(e.g. conversion to irrigated agriculture), and excavations such as installation or maintenance
of underground infrastructure. Adult BNLL surveys should be conducted for 12 days over the
course of the 90-day adult optimal survey period (April 15 to July 15), with a maximum of 4
survey days per week and 8 survey days within any 30-day time period. At least one survey
session should be conducted for 4 consecutive days. BNLL hatchlings and subadults are
most commonly observed from August 15 to September 30, along with a few adults that are
still active above ground (Germano et. al 1994; Montanucci 1965; Tollestrup 1979; USFWS
1985, 1998, 2010; J. Battistoni, pers. comm.). In addition to the 12 days of adult BNLL
surveys required for activities in this category, 5 additional survey days are required during
the hatchling optimal survey period listed above, with at least 2 survey days conducted
between August 15-30 and at least 2 survey days between September 15-30, for a total of 17
survey days overall within the same survey season/calendar year.
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QUALIFICATIONS OF SURVEYORS:

An acceptable BNLL survey crew should consist of no more than 3 Level | surveyors for every
Level Il surveyor. This restriction should reduce the number of incorrect/missed identifications.
The names and affiliations of all surveyors must be recorded for each survey day.

Level I: Surveyor has demonstrated the ability to distinguish BNLL from other common
lizard species that may inhabit the area;

Level Il: Surveyor has demonstrated the ability to distinguish BNLL from other common
lizard species that may inhabit the area and has participated in at least 50
survey days for BNLL (or 25 survey days and a BNLL identification course
recognized by/acceptable to CDFW). Surveyor has made at least one
confirmed™ field sighting of a BNLL.

Before surveys commence, CDFW recommends that surveyor qualifications be submitted to
CDFW for the assessment of surveyor level qualifications.

*A minimum of one confirmed field sighting must be documented for each Level Il surveyor and
be available to CDFW upon request. As with all BNLL sightings, it should also be submitted to
the CNDDB. Information to be included in documentation of BNLL sighting: Name of surveyor,
date of survey, location of survey, names of accompanying Level |l surveyors who can confirm
the sighting, and details of sighting (distance, BNLL activity, etc).

REPORTING:

All BNLL survey results should be submitted to CDFW. Survey report(s) should include, at a
minimum, the project contact, a brief project description, type of habitat disturbance, project
location, habitat description, survey methodologies, survey dates, weather conditions,
surveyors and their qualifications (identify the Level Il surveyor(s)), acres or areas surveyed
per day, mapping, other special status species sightings, and survey results with data sheets
(sample data sheet is attached). Adequate mapping should include general project location,
survey area with aerial imagery, and special status species locations with UTM or
latitude/longitude WGS84 coordinates.

In order for a BNLL survey effort (that resulted in a negative finding of BNLL on a project site)
to be accepted by CDFW as a negative finding, a survey report must be submitted to COFW
for review a minimum of 30 calendar days prior to Project commencement.

Submit report to:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Central Region
ATTN: Habitat Conservation Planning Supervisor
1234 E. Shaw Ave
Fresno, CA 93710

OR

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

South Coast Region

ATTN: Habitat Conservation Planning Supervisor
3883 Ruffin Road

San Diego, CA 92123
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In addition, all BNLL observations should be reported to the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB) and the appropriate CDFW Region within 30 days of survey completion.
Data submission guidance to CNDDB can be obtained at
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENT FOR SURVEYS IN SAN LUIS OBISPO, SAN BENITO, SANTA
BARBARA, AND VENTURA COUNTIES

Projects with potential BNLL habitat in San Luis Obispo, San Benito, Santa Barbara, and
Ventura Counties have different conditions compared to potential BNLL habitat in the San
Joaquin Valley. The sites with habitat in these counties tend to be at higher elevations, where
nighttime temperatures can remain low even though daytime temperatures meet minimum
survey criteria. In such conditions, BNLL activity is likely to be low and surveys could result in
non-detection of the species even though they are present. As such, an additional requirement
of a visit to a known voucher site to check for BNLL activity applies to surveys conducted in
these counties. Once the species has been observed at the voucher site, formal surveys can
begin. The Carrizo Plain ER located on the Elkhorn Plain has been selected as the voucher
site for these counties.

CONTACT INFORMATION
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Central Region South Coast Region

Habitat Conservation Planning Habitat Conservation Planning
1234 Shaw Ave 3883 Ruffin Road

Fresno, CA 93710 San Diego, CA

(559) 243-4005 (858) 467-4201

CDFW is willing to coordinate with surveyors who have circumstances or needs not addressed
by this protocol and who may wish to propose alternative methods to comply with State law
prohibiting take of BNLL. :
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Blunt-Nosed Leopard Lizard Survey Reporting Form

SURVEY DATE(S) (up to 5 days of surveys from a single site can be reported on this form):

SURVEYORS:

SITE NAME [Please also attach or sketch a map on back]:

County: Landowner/Mgr:
Quad Name: Elevation:
T R Y% of Section
UTM Zone (10,11): Datum: (NADS83, NAD27, WGS84, other)
Source (GPS, map & type, other): Point Accuracy meters
COORDINATES:
SURVEY RESULTS
APPROXIMATE
DATE | SmaEr | mo | SRR lewan | oML, | DUUUOT | osmce
TIME TIME | temp | TEMP | AdultsiMatchlings | (¥ Surveyors) X (IN TENTHS OF A
(# Hours Walked) MILE)
/
/
/
/
/

TOTAL NUMBER OF OBSERVATIONS FOR THE THREE MOST COMMON LIZARD
SPECIES ENCOUNTERED (combined numbers for all survey days):

Species Number Observed:
Species Number Observed:
Species Number Observed:
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Reporting Form Pg 2 BNLL Survey Site Name:
HABITAT DESCRIPTION: General description of vegetation community, overall habitat

quality, surrounding land use, threats, etc:

HABITAT DESCRIPTION: Estimation of Average Vegetative Cover on the Site
[circle the correct value]:

% Shrub: 0-10%, 10-25%, 25-50%, 50-75%, >75%
% Forb: 0-10%, 10-25%, 25-50%, 50-75%, >75%
% Grass: 0-10%, 10-25%, 25-50%, 50-75%, >75%

% Bare Ground: 0-10%, 10-25%, 25-50%, 50-75%, >75%

NOTES ABOUT THE SURVEY/HABITAT/SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES/ETC:

PLEASE RETURN THIS SURVEY REPORTING FORM TO THE APPROPRIATE
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE REGION AT THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS:

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Central Region

ATTN: Habitat Conservation Planning Supervisor
1234 East Shaw Avenue

Fresno, CA 93710

OR

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

South Coast Region

ATTN: Habitat Conservation Planning Supervisor
3883 Ruffin Road

San Diego, CA 92123

*** ALL OBSERVATIONS OF BLUNT-NOSED LEOPARD LIZARDS AND OTHER SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES
SHOULD BE PROMPTLY REPORTED TO THE CALIFORNIA NATURAL DIVERSITY DATABASE (CNDDB).
SUBMISSION OF THIS FORM DOES NOT ENTAIL REPORTING TO THE DATABASE, WHICH IS
MAINTAINED BY THE BIOGEOGRAPHIC DATA BRANCH OF CDFW. PLEASE SEE THE SURVEY
PROTOCOL FOR DIRECTIONS ON REPORTING TO CNDDB.
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ABSTRACT

Purpose and Scope

The following Archaeological Survey Report and Historic Resource Evaluation, prepared by
architectural historian Nicholas Radtkey of Alta Archaeological Consulting (ALTA), documents the
adequacy of identification efforts and presents the results of investigations within the limits of the
proposed project, hereafter referred to as the Area of Potential Effects (APE). The project requires
a 404 permit from the United States Army Corps of Engineers and is a federal undertaking subject
to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), as amended. The study
was designed to identify any historic properties, defined as resources eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) present in the APE that may be affected by the current
undertaking. A Categorical Exemption from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is
being prepared; the County of San Benito will act as the CEQA lead agency for the exemption.

Project Description

The County of San Benito Department of Public Works proposes to construct a new bridge on the
existing alignment of New |dria Road over Larious Creek. The new structure will be a 90-foot-long
single span bridge and have a total bridge width of 27 feet 6 inches. The abutments will be of a
seat-type, supported on 18-to-24-inch piles. A minimum freeboard of three feet for the 100-year
flood level per the County requirements will be provided. During construction, traffic on New Idria
Road will be detoured around the area of project implementation on a one-lane temporary low water
crossing constructed upstream of the existing structure. The temporary low water crossing will be
approximately 18 feet wide and a minimum of 100 feet long. After construction of the new bridge is
complete, the temporary low water crossing will be removed, and the channel will be graded to the
final condition.

Project Results

Fieldwork was conducted on October 10, 2023 by ALTA archaeologist Samantha Beck. The survey
entailed an architectural evaluation of the remains of a historic-era stream crossing present within
the APE. A historic context was developed for the resource for its evaluation under the Criteria for
Evaluation for the NRHP (36 CFR 60.4). The historic context facilitated the identification of an Area
of Significance, a Period of Significance, and a Level of Significance, for identifying an appropriate
boundary for the potential historic resource. One Area of Significance for the property, Industry, was
identified. The Period of Significance is 1861-1972, corresponding with the active dates of the New
Idria Mercury Mine. The date of construction of the bridge lies between 1947 and 1958. The Level
of Significance is local. This resource was evaluated as ineligible for the NRHP due to a lack of
significance under all criteria and lack of integrity.
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I. INTRODUCTION

ALTA was retained to conduct a cultural resources inventory for the replacement of a washed-out
stream crossing over Larious Creek, in rural San Benito County, California. A field survey was
completed by ALTA on October 10, 2023 for the purpose of identifying potential historic resources
within the APE and evaluating the remains of a historic-era stream crossing. For the purposes of
this investigation, the entire APE was surveyed, totaling approximately 3.0 acres. The remains of a
historic-era stream crossing are present within the APE, and are herein evaluated as ineligible for
the NRHP. The following report documents the adequacy of identification efforts, presents the
results of investigations within the APE boundaries, and makes recommendations for management
of resources present in the APE. This report addresses the responsibilities of the NHPA, as
amended.

Qualifications of Preparer

Nicholas Radtkey is an SOI-qualified architectural historian who has been actively conducting and
assisting with cultural resource management studies in architectural history and archaeology for
over seven years. In 2015, Mr. Radtkey earned his Bachelor of Arts at University of California,
Davis, where he majored in History with a minor in Archaeology. He received field training through
the Anthropology Department’s archaeological field school. He completed a Master's degree in
Cultural Resources Management from Sonoma State University. His thesis work focused on
community collaboration in evaluating the significance and integrity of the built environment of the
historic-era apple industry in Annapolis, California. Mr. Radtkey specializes in architectural and
historical archaeological resources of the North Coast Ranges, particularly in agricultural and
industrial contexts. Mr. Radtkey maintains roles as an architectural historian, senior archaeologist,
crew chief, and small projects manager in his current position. He holds active memberships in
professional and academic organizations and maintains engagement in professional societies.

Project Description

The County of San Benito Department of Public Works proposes to construct a new bridge on the
existing alignment of New Idria Road over Larious Creek. The new structure will be a 90-foot-long
single span bridge and have a total bridge width of 27 feet 6 inches. The abutments will be of a
seat-type, supported on 18 or 24-inch piles cast-in-drilled hole (CIDH), cast-in-steel-shell (CISS), or
HP-piles if the abutments are designed conventionally. If the abutments need to be design as piers,
due to high velocities and scour, larger CIDH or CISS piles of approximately 48" will be required. A
minimum freeboard of 3 feet for the 100-year flood level per the County requirements will be
provided. During construction, traffic on New Idria Road will be detoured around project
implementation on a one-lane temporary low water crossing constructed upstream of the existing
structure. The temporary low water crossing will be approximately 18 feet wide and a minimum of
100 feet long. After construction of the new bridge is complete, the temporary low water crossing
will be removed, and the channel will be graded to the final condition.

The two adjacent properties of the bridge, both located on the south side of New Idria Road, would
be used for construction staging activities, including equipment and materials storage. One staging
area would be located on the west side and one would be located on the east side of the bridge.
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