
INYO COUNTY CLERK 
CEQA FILING COVER SHEET THIS SPACE FOR CLERK’S USE ONLY 

Check Document being Filed: 

⃝  Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
⃝  Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declaration (ND) 
⃝  Notice of Exemption (NOE) 
⃝  Other (Please fill in type): 

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with the County Clerk 
TYPE OF PRINT CLEARLY 

Project Title 

Control Gorge Camp Bank Stabilization Bio-
Retaining Wall



COUNTY CLERK'S USE  LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER   CITY CLERK'S USE 
111 N. HOPE STREET, ROOM 1044 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

(City CEQA Guidelines) 
Submission of this form is optional.  The form shall be filed with the County Clerk, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b).  Pursuant to Public Resources Code 
Section 21168(d), the filing of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on Court challenges to the approval of the project.  Failure to file the notice results in the statute 
of limitations being extended to 180 days.  

LEAD CITY AGENCY AND ADDRESS:  
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 
111 N. Hope Street, Room 1044 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 

N/A                    

PROJECT TITLE  
Control Gorge Camp Bank Stabilization Bio-Retaining Wall 

LOG REFERENCE  
N/A 

PROJECT LOCATION 
1501 Gorge Rd. Bishop, CA 93514 

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: 
The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) proposes to stabilize a damaged portion of the Owens Gorge 
riverbank near the Control Gorge Power Plant with installation of an approximately 120 feet long new bio-retaining wall. 
The Bio-retaining wall will follow a bioengineering method similar to the vegetated geogrid technique, which is an effective 
method of quickly re-establishing riparian vegetation for bank reconstruction.  The bio retaining wall will be approximately 
120 feet long by 16 feet wide and use approximately 260 cubic yards of native tuff aggregate of 3-inch or less as fill and 
compacted with approximately 40 cubic yards of native soil. First, vegetation would be removed and a 3-inch base laid. 
Next, geotextile fabric would be installed, followed by more small aggregate, and finally by large rip-rap boulders. Finally, 
the road at the top of the bank would be repaired. Native soil will be used to fill the riverbank, and vegetation would be 
replaced with coyote willow (Salix exigua) pole cuttings sourced from on site.  
 
 

CONTACT PERSON 
Marshall Cyr 

 AREA CODE   |  TELEPHONE NUMBER | EXT. 
       213                    367-3541 

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check One) 
       CITY CEQA   STATE CEQA 
       GUIDELINES   GUIDELINES 
            MINISTERIAL Art. II, Sec. 2b  Sec. 15268 
            DECLARED EMERGENCY                 Art. II, Sec. 2a(1)                 Sec. 15269 
            EMERGENCY PROJECT Art. II, Sec. 2a(2) & (3) Sec. 15071(b) & (c) 
            GENERAL EXEMPTION   Art. II, Sec. 1   Sec. 15060 
       x     CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION  Art. III, Sec. 1   Sec. 15300 
            OTHER See Public Resources Code Sec. 21080(b)4 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:  
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, this project is Categorically Exempt from CEQA review 
pursuant to Section 15303, Class 3. Class 3 consists of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small 
facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing 
small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure. The 
addition of the bio-retaining wall at an existing public power plant facility and existing streambank meets the requirements 
of this exemption. In addition, Section 15301, Class 1, consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, 
licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical 
features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use, including demolition and removal of individual 
small structures. The proposed bio-retaining wall meets the requirements of these exemptions; therefore, no further 
CEQA review is required. 
 

IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT OF EXEMPTION FINDING 

SIGNATURE   
 
                  Jane Hauptman 

TITLE:   
Manager of Environmental Planning and Assessment 

DATE 
  2/26/25 

FEE: N/a RECEIPT NO. REC'D BY  DATE 
 

DISTRIBUTION:  (1) County Clerk (2) City Clerk (3) Agency Record   
Form Gen. 153 (9/91) (Appendix A) 
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